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1. Aims
This policy aims to ensure:
∙ That children access a broad and balanced curriculum that gives them the
broad range of knowledge and skills needed for good progress through school
and life
∙ Quality and consistency in teaching and learning so that every child makes
good progress and no child gets left behind
∙ A close working partnership between staff and parents and/or carers
∙ Every child is included and supported through equality of opportunity and
anti-discriminatory practice

2. Legislation
This policy is based on requirements set out in the statutory framework for the
Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) that applies from September 2021.



3. Structure of the EYFS
Our Early Years provision includes two Reception classes, each with space
for 30 children. The classes share an outdoor area and free-flow between
both classrooms.

4. Curriculum
Our early years setting follows the curriculum as outlined in the latest version
of the EYFS statutory framework that applies from September 2021. The
EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are
equally important and interconnected. However, 3 areas known as the prime
areas are seen as particularly important for igniting curiosity and enthusiasm
for learning, and for building children’s capacity to learn, form relationships
and thrive.
The prime areas are: September 2021
∙ Communication and language
∙ Physical development
∙ Personal, social and emotional development
The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 specific areas:
∙ Literacy
∙ Mathematics
∙ Understanding the world
∙ Expressive arts and design

5.Teaching and Learning

Each classroom is organised into specific areas with relevant resources and
equipment. Each area of learning and development is implemented through
planned, purposeful play, and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated
activities. Staff respond to each child’s emerging needs and interests, guiding
their development through warm, positive interactions.
Indoor and outdoor classrooms
The Foundation Stage classroom is organised to allow children to explore and
learn securely and safely. There are areas where the children can be active or
quiet, be creative and look at books. The Foundation Stage has its own
outdoor area. The free flow between the inside and the outside has a positive
effect on the children’s development. Being outdoors offers opportunities for
doing things in different ways, on a bigger scale than when indoors. The
children can explore, use their senses and be physically active and exuberant.



Outdoor Learning
Once settled into school routines the children are given the opportunity to
access whole school outdoor learning each week. The purpose of these
activities is to encourage and inspire children through positive outdoor
experiences. Children will have the opportunity to learn about the natural
environment, how to handle risks and most importantly to use their own
initiative to solve problems and cooperate with children in other year groups.
The children may at time use tools, play, learn boundaries of behaviour, both
physical and social, establish and grow in confidence, self-esteem and
become self-motivated. At Cecil Gowing Infant School we believe children are
stimulated by the outdoors and typically experience, over time, an increase in
their self-belief, confidence, learning capacity, enthusiasm, communication
and problem-solving skills and emotional well-being.

6.Planning

The EYFS at Cecil Gowing provides a happy, safe, caring, stimulating and
well-organised environment in which children learn by building upon what they
already know and can do. We observe the children in order to consider their
needs and interests and to assess their stage of development. This
information supports the planning of a challenging and enjoyable learning
environment.
Long Term Planning
The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum identifies learning goals which
most children are expected to achieve by the end of the Foundation Stage.
The Long Term Plan indicates themes for use throughout the year which
ensure good coverage of the learning goals and plenty of opportunities.
However, these themes may be adapted at various points to allow for
children’s interests. The Long Term also documents high quality texts which
we will read to the children throughout the year to foster a love of reading and
afford enrichment experiences and opportunities.
Medium Term Planning
From the Long Term Plan the theme for the term is identified to ensure a
broad and balanced curriculum over the year. However, this is developed and
adapted from the knowledge of the children’s interests, needs and evidence
from observations and assessments. These plans include development
matters, areas of learning, teaching objectives, and activities and experiences
covering all areas of the Foundation Stage curriculum.
Short Term Planning



This is informed by observation and assessment and is carried out on a
weekly and daily basis. Staff meet on a weekly basis to evaluate previous
learning, to plan the learning goals and to identify differentiated
activities/experiences for the following week. Class teachers produce weekly
planning to share with class assistants during a weekly team meeting. The
plan indicates group challenges and shows how the activities will be
differentiated to meet the needs of children. It also includes daily whole class
teaching sessions. Planning is monitored by curriculum leaders.

7.Assessment
Assessment plays an important part in helping the school to recognise children’s
progress, understand their needs, plan activities, and assess the need for
support. Assessment in the Early Years Foundation Stage is constructive and
always used to inform planning. Assessment is carried out through observations
of the children’s spontaneous, independent learning as well as activities they
carry out with adult support. The information obtained from assessment informs
our planning and the compilation of the Foundation Stage Profile at the end of
Reception.
Baseline Assessment
The Statutory Baseline is carried out in a sensitive way as soon as possible after
children enter the school. From this and our observations, judgements are made
about the age band children are working in for different areas of development
(Development Matters).
Online Learning Journals
Spontaneous and planned observations and assessments of all children are
made and recorded using the Tapestry programme and uploaded to the
https://tapestryjournal.com website. This is a secure site where only certain staff
and parents/carers can view the information. Parents/carers are asked to give
their permission for us to place information and images of their child on this site.
They are then given a password to access it. They can share it with their child,
family and friends at home and also post any comments and photographs of their
own, helping to create a fully holistic view of the child and strengthen the parent
partnership.
Focus Child
Throughout the year children will be a focus child twice. The staff observe all
areas of learning throughout the week and provide next steps for parents which is
documented on Tapestry.

Half Term Assessments



Each half term from observations, child-led and adult led activities staff assess
the children’s learning and development. This informs future planning and from
this we provide next steps for parents to support their child at home.
Summative Reports
Parents/carers receive an annual report at the end of Reception. This indicates
the child’s achievements in all seven areas of learning as well as a narrative on
the Characteristics of Learning. Areas for development are also identified.

8. Parental involvement
We firmly believe that good communication between home and school is
fundamental to a child’s learning and development. Therefore, we are committed to
developing effective partnership with all parents/carers.
Communication about children’s development
Once a term, staff meet with parents/carers to discuss their child’s progress and next
steps for the child’s future learning. At these parental consultations, staff also
suggest activities which can be done at home to support the child’s learning. Autumn
term meetings focus on settling in and baseline feedback. At the Spring term
meetings, parents/carers receive focus week observations for their child documented
on Tapestry. This provides them with information about their progress and next
steps. Parents are encouraged to add information about their child’s interests and
learning at home. At the end of the summer term a written report is sent home to
parents and carers. This assesses each child against the 17 Early Learning Goals
and the Characteristics of Effective Learning. There is an opportunity to discuss this
with staff afterwards.
Communication about the curriculum
Termly overviews are posted on Tapestry, giving details of what the children will be
learning. Regular weekly/fortnightly updates are put on Tapestry to inform parents
and carers about what we have been learning in Reception and they are given ideas
of how to help at home. In Reception, weekly phonics videos are posted on Tapestry
informing parents/carers of the sounds and words of the week which the children are
encouraged to practise at home. The videos also include the maths learning and
theme of the week. Children are heard reading individually at least once a week at
school - this is recorded in their reading diary for parents to contribute information on
their progress with reading at home. In addition to this we have an ‘open door’ policy
- we encourage parents to speak to us when needed at the school gates, via
tapestry or phone call.

General information
The school website provides information about school life, curriculum and events.
Should parents/carers require advice on parenting, the child’s class teacher can put



them in touch with the school’s Parent Support Advisor and Special Educational
Needs Coordinator.

9. Transition
Throughout the year we provide outdoor learning sessions and school tours
providing opportunities for parents/carers to meet staff, explore our environment and
ask questions.
School Visits
These allow the children to meet members of the Reception team and explore the
classroom environment. It allows parents/carers to ask questions and clarify any
concerns they may have.
Settling in
Children start Reception in September in a staggered intake. An important part of our
work at this stage is settling the children into new routines and a new environment.
The children start in three groups. These groups are organised according to age and
are called Taster Sessions. Each child is allocated two taster sessions. This leads to
a whole class session where the children stay all morning including lunch and then
begin attending school fulltime.
Transition to Year 1
If the Reception team feel there is an imbalance in the year group, all children may
be allocated to new classes for the start of Year 1. Transition is carefully planned for
and time given to ensure continuity of learning. In the final term in Reception, the
Year 1 teachers will meet with the Early Years staff to discuss each child's
development against the Early Learning Goals in order to support a smooth
transition to Year 1. This discussion helps the Year 1 teacher to plan an effective,
responsive and appropriate curriculum that will meet the needs of all children. A
transition day is organised for children to visit their new classroom and meet their
new teacher.

10.Resources
A budget is designated for the Early Years Foundation Stage to ensure that the
children have adequate appropriate resources. Resources in the indoor and outdoor
classrooms are well ordered, clearly visible and accessible to all children, helping
develop independence so that the children take responsibility for their own learning.

11.Attendance
Attendance at school is statutory from the child’s fifth birthday. From this time
onwards, every child is subject to the school’s attendance policy. It is expected that
all children in Reception year attend from the day they start, in order to access the
whole curriculum and be fully integrated into school life.
Requests for absence



If a parent/carer wishes to apply for permission for a child to be absent from
Reception, a form needs to be completed and sent to the Headteacher. These forms
are available on our school website.

12.Inclusion
All children are valued as individuals irrespective of their ethnicity, culture, religion,
home language, background, ability or gender. The EYFS curriculum is planned in
order to meet the needs of the individual child and support them at their own pace.

13.Safeguarding
It is important to us that all children in the school are ‘safe’. We aim to educate
children on boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why they exist.
We provide children with choices to help them develop this important life skill.
Children should be allowed to take risks, but need to be taught how to recognise and
avoid hazards. More information can be found in our Early Years Risk assessment.
We aim to protect the physical and psychological well-being of all children. We know
that children learn best when they are healthy and safe, when their individual needs
are met and when they have the chance to build positive relationships with the adults
around them and their peers. The rest of our safeguarding procedures are outlined in
our safeguarding policy.

14. Monitoring Arrangements
This policy will be reviewed and approved by the Early Years Lead every 2 years. At
every review, the policy will be shared with the governing board.


