
 

 

FIRST READING   (Acts 15:1-2.22-29) 
Following the preaching of Barnabas and Paul many Gentiles 
accepted the Gospel. Did these newcomers have to obey the 
Law of Moses to be  truly  Christian? The Council of 
Jerusalem held in 48-49 AD is called to settle the question. 
 

SECOND READING   (Revelation 21:10-14.22-23) 
We are given a majestic picture of the new Jerusalem and look 
forward to the coming of Christ again in glory when he will 
gather the whole Church from every time and place. He will be 
our unending Light. 
 

GOSPEL   (John 14:23-29) 
During the Last Supper, Jesus reminds his disciples of their 
essential need of love for him, of the assurance of the Father’s 
love for faithful disciples, and of the promise of the Holy Spirit 
to be their guide in his absence. 
 

REFLECTION 
Many Gentiles had accepted Christianity as a result of the 
preaching of Paul and Barnabas. But then a question arose: 
how much of the Law and traditions of Moses should be 
required of these Gentile converts? The answer was: the bare 
minimum. The gospel reading is taken from Jesus discourse at 
the Last Supper, and is dominated by his imminent departure.  
He  is  concerned  to  assure his disciples that he will not leave 
them orphans. Despite his leaving, he and they will not be 
apart. The Holy Spirit will remind them of his words. Peace is 
his final gift to them, a peace the world cannot give. 
 

SUNDAY THEME 
The Holy Spirit is sent by the Father in the name of Christ to 
teach us a new life. We are not to obey rules and regulations as 
something external but rather we keep God’s law through a 
real conversion of heart. Then the peace of Christ which the 
world cannot give will come to us as Christ’s gift. 

Please remember to donate to our Parish. You can also donate safely on line via our Website Link. 
 Please post your Mass intentions through the Presbytery Letter Box. They will be remembered in Fr. Ball’s Masses. 
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Mass and Service Times This Week 

Church Opens: 8:30 am Weekdays and 10:15 am on Sunday 

DATE TIME INTENTION / NOTES 

22 May 11:00 am Sixth Sunday of Easter 

23 May 9:15 am  

24 May 9:15 am Also 1:00pm Funeral Service Bill Conway  

25 May - - - - No Mass 

26 May 
9:30 am 
6:30 pm 

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION 

27 May 9:15 am  

28 May - - - - No Mass 

29 May 11:00 am  Seventh Sunday of Easter 
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6th Sunday of 

Easter 
(Year C) 

 

22nd May 2022 

Wednesday:  St. Bede the Venerable, Priest & Doctor 
Thursday:     The Ascension of the Lord 
Friday:          St. Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop 

Feast Days This Week 

May Devotions: throughout May we 
especially pray to Our Lady through the 
Rosary. The Rosary will be said after 
Mass on Tuesday 17th May and Thursday 
26th May. All welcome to join us in 
prayer; in person or spiritually wherever 
you are. The world needs our prayers. 

 

The Food Bank:  always needs help. With 
household bills increasing, we are all under 
pressure. Anything you can spare is very much 
appreciated. All donations of food and non-food 
always in need. Thank you for your generosity. 

Bishops of England & Wales ask Catholics to return 
to ‘in-person’ Mass from Pentecost Sunday. 

 

In a resolution issued after their plenary meeting in 
Cardiff last week, the bishops stated that: “we have 
shared with you our judgment that the situation of the 
last two years has meant that the Sunday Obligation has 
been impeded and has needed to be fulfilled in other 
ways. From Pentecost Sunday the obligation to return to 
Mass on Sunday is reinstated.  
But the bishops also offered a reassurance for those who 
genuinely still do not feel safe to return to their parish 
churches quite yet. 
“We understand there will still be some members of our 
congregations who, for reasons of health, do not feel 
safe enough to return to Mass. 
“It has always been the understanding of the Church that 
when the freedom of any Catholic to attend Mass in 
person is impeded for a serious reason, because of 
situations such as ill health, care for the sick or legitimate 
fear, this is not a breach of the Sunday Obligation.” 

Coronavirus update: The Archdiocese have updated 
the Guidelines regarding Covid and Safety within our 
Church. Face Masks: are now optional. Sanitising: is 
also optional. Our Church will continue to provide 
masks and sanitiser if you wish to use them. The Priest 
and Eucharistic Ministers MUST continue to use 
sanitiser and wear a face mask for the distribution of 
communion. Communion will only be by the Host. 

Saint Bede was born at Sunderland and 
served as a monk at  Jarrow.  As  a  biblical 
scholar he went on to become the first 
English historian. As a priest he devoted  
his  life  to  the  study  of  scripture.  Many   
scholars   regard   his   Ecclesiastical 
History of the English  People,  finished  in  
731,  as  his  most  significant work. Saint 
Bede helped to introduce the notion of 
dating from the Incarnation of Christ and 
is known as the ‘Father of Church History.’ He is currently 
the only English-born Doctor of the Church.  

WORLD COMMUNICATIONS: Next weekend the Bishops of 
England and Wales ask that a collection be taken to fund the 
Church’s work  with  the  media,   specifically   the   Catholic   
Communications Network which provides support for the  
bishops of England and Wales and the Church more widely in 
promoting the Gospel through the media. 

The Archbishop has called a meeting of all Clergy on Monday 
30th May. There will be no Mass that morning in the Parish. 


