
 

 

FIRST READING   (Zephaniah 3:14-18)  
Zephaniah lived during the reign of the good king Josiah, a 
time when the old idolatries had reappeared and people 
worshipped the sun, moon and stars. His concluding message 
of joy has God loving his people as a man loves his fiancé. 
 

SECOND READING   (Philippians 4:4-7) 
Paul writing to his converts at Philippi exhorts them to be 
happy, and counsels them to pray to God for anything they 
need. He tells them to rejoice today, and always! Jesus, who 
dispels all anxiety, is the source of joy. 
 

GOSPEL   (Luke 3:10-18) 
John the Baptist leaves us in no doubt how to respond to the 
situation of people in need, and how to perform our ordinary 
jobs in a just fashion. He tells us what we must do to prepare 
for the Lord’s coming and to escape his searching judgement. 
 

REFLECTION 
The more classical Christmas carols have a wonderful way of 
capturing the true meaning of Christmas. Their rich lyrics, full 
of truth and depth, combined with their distinctive melodies 
and rhythms, seem to bring us into the very heart of Christmas 
itself. They are evocative, consoling and comforting. Whether 
it is the gentle softness of ‘Away in a Manger’ or ‘Silent Night’ 
or the more rousing and triumphant ‘Gloria in Excelsis Deo’ 
or ‘Hark the Herald  Angels Sing’, each in their own way 
touches on the mystery, the joy and the glory of the Christmas 
message. In the joyfulness of Christmas carols we find an echo 
of God’s joy over his faithful people. 
 

SUNDAY THEME 
A Day Of Festival. Today we sing and shout for joy with 
Christ, the Lord of the Dance, who brings us the Good News of 
our redemption, and renews us by his love. 

Please remember to donate to our Church. You can also donate safely on line via our Website Link. 
 Please post your Mass intentions through the Presbytery Letter Box. They will be remembered in Fr. Ball’s Masses. 

Liverpool Roman Catholic Trustees Incorporated. A Registered Charity No. 232709. 

Mass and Service Times This Week 

Church Opens: 8:30 am Weekdays and 10:15 am on Sunday 

DATE TIME INTENTION 

12 Dec 11:00 am Third Sunday of Advent 

13 Dec 9:15 am Parishioners 

14 Dec 9:15 am Parishioners 

15 Dec - - - -  No Mass 

16 Dec 9:15 am Parishioners 

17 Dec 9:15 am Parishioners 

18 Dec - - - -  

19 Dec 11:00 am Fourth Sunday of Advent 
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12th December 2021 

Feast Days This Week 

Saint John of the Cross was born in 
Spain in 1542. His father renounced 
wealth and status to marry a weaver’s 
daughter. Left destitute after his 
father’s death, his family wandered 
homeless in search of work. Aged 14 he 
worked   in  a  hospital and later joined 
the Carmelite order and helped Saint 
Teresa of Avila to reform the 

movement. Threatened by the reforms members of his 
order  kidnapped him and beat him 3 times a week. He 
escaped and devoted his life to sharing his mystical 
experiences of God’s love. 

Advent & Christmas Season 2021 
 

3rd Sunday of Advent, 12th December, 11:00 am 

“Blessing of Nativity Figures” 
 

4th Sunday of Advent, 19th December, 11:00 am 

“Christmas Carols” 
 

School Christmas Carol Concert 
Monday 13th December at 7:00 pm (in Church) 

Christmas Day  
Saturday 25th December:   Mass at 10:30 am 

 

Feast of the Holy Family 
Sunday 26th December:   Mass at 11:00 am 

CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
 

The Food Bank: urgently needs help with 
personal hygiene products. All donations of 
food and non-food always gratefully 
appreciated. 

Monday:  St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr 
Tuesday:  St. John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor 

“Cry out with joy and 
gladness: for among 
you is the great and 
Holy One of Israel.” 

CHRISTMAS MASS TICKETS: with the changing 
circumstances regarding Covid arrangements we will again 
issue Tickets for Christmas Day Mass. Please collect a leaflet 
and return TODAY to reserve places.   Issued next Sunday. 

BLESSING OF CRIB FIGURES: children and all 
parishioners, of all ages, are invited to bring a Nativity Figure 
for Blessing during today’s Advent Service during Mass. 

SCHOOL CAROL CONCERT: 13th December 7:00 pm. 
Entry by Tickets only for Covid Safety requirements. If you 
do not have a ticket, check if any are left at the back of the 
Church today. 

CHORLEY BUDDIES: Thank you for the fantastic response 
to the Christmas Toy appeal this year. As always the 
generosity of the Sacred Heart Parishioners is so encouraging 
and kind. 
ADVENT BOOKLETS: the Printer has reprinted the 
Booklets and all pages are now in the correct order. Please 
take a Booklet home for your family as it provides reflections 
for the whole of Advent and Christmas Day. 

PARISH CHRISTMAS LUNCH: Thank you to all who 
were able to join us last Sunday. It was a very special day: the 
Seasonal Menu of high quality and tasty, served in a lovely 
environment. All enjoyed the time together. A particular 
thanks to the staff and organisers of this event. Anyone with 
further suggestions for future events, do let us know. 


