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23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time  (Year B) 
5th September 2021 

 
FIRST READING    (Isaiah 35:4-7) 
The prophet Isaiah assures a dispirited people that God 
will come to their aid. The blind, the deaf, the lame and 
the dumb will be healed and  the  dry  wilderness  will  
become a fertile garden. 
 

SECOND READING    (James 2:1-5) 
James points out how God chose those who are poor in 
the eyes of the world and made them rich in faith and 
heirs to the promised Kingdom. He warns us to be careful 
not to be deceived by external appearances of wealth. 
 

GOSPEL    (Mark 7:31-37) 
Jesus comes face to face with a Gentile who is deaf and 
has a speech impediment. By  opening  his  ears  and  
loosening his tongue he showed that the promise of the 
prophet Isaiah was being fulfilled. 
 

REFLECTION 
The gift of hearing is a precious gift. But it is only with 
the heart that we can hear rightly. The cry of a needy 
person may reach our ears, but unless it reaches our 
heart we will not feel the person’s pain, and it is unlikely 
that we will respond. And the gift of speech is a precious 
gift. But again it is only with the heart that we can speak 
rightly. For our words to ring true, they must come from 
the heart. If they come only from the lips they will have a 
hollow sound and will have little effect. They will be like a 
wind that ruffles the surface of the water but leaves the 
depths untouched. Words that come from the heart enter 
the heart. 
 

SUNDAY THEME 
Today we celebrate our unbounded admiration for the 
Lord who makes no distinction between classes of people, 
but makes the poor rich in faith, the deaf hear and the 
dumb speak. God’s promise is fulfilled in Jesus. 

Wednesday: FEAST OF THE BIRTHDAY OF THE 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 

Friday:  SAINT AMBROSE BARLOW 
Saint Ambrose Barlow was born at 
Barlow Hall near Manchester. He was 
educated at Douai and Valladolid and 
admitted to the Benedictine Order at 
Douai in 1614 and ordained a priest in 
1617. He worked on the mission in South 
Lancashire from 1617 to 1641. He was 
condemned for his priesthood and 
hanged, drawn and quartered at  
Lancaster on the 10th September 1641. 

Please remember to donate to our Church. You can also donate safely on line via our Website Link. 
 Please post your Mass intentions through the Presbytery Letter Box. They will be remembered in Fr. Ball’s Masses. 

Liverpool Roman Catholic Trustees Incorporated. A Registered Charity No. 232709. 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR COVID-19 SAFETY 
Please use the NHS QR scan code as you enter if you can. 
We still have to restrict numbers and we encourage social 
distancing within the Church.    Please continue to : 

1. use hand sanitisers,   2. wear face masks,  
3. use social seating to support the most vulnerable, 
4. ALL doors MUST remain open for ventilation, 

5. our Church capacity is set at 150. 
 

Communion will still be distributed as you leave at the 
end of Mass for the time-being.  

 

We will review these new arrangements as we find how 
successful the safety precautions operate.  
 

Although we will not be recording the names of those 
attending, please remember to inform the Parish Office as 
soon as possible, in confidence, if you subsequently 
experience symptoms confirmed by a Covid-19 test.    
 

Let us all continue to care for each other. 
We are following Archdiocese Risk Assessments. 

DATE TIME INTENTION 

5 Sept 11:00 am Parishioners 

6 Sept 9:15 am Parishioners 

7 Sept 9:15 am Parishioners 

8 Sept - - - -  No Mass 

9 Sept 9:15 am Parishioners 

10 Sept 9:15 am Parishioners 

11 Sept - - - - No Mass 

12 Sept 11:00 am Sunday Mass at usual time 

Mass Times This  Week 

Church Opens: 8:30 am Weekdays and 10:15 am Sunday 

Congratulations to our New Bishop, Thomas Neylon of 
Plestia and the Auxiliary Bishop of Liverpool.  He was 
ordained as a bishop on Friday 3rd September at the 
Metropolitan Cathedral. We remember him in our 
prayers as he undertakes his new duties.  

DIOCESAN COLLECTION FOR THE 
CATHOLIC EDUCATION SERVICE  
There is an obligatory collection next 
weekend for the Catholic Education  
Service  which  fosters educational  
visits to the Cathedral. This  resource  
is offered to pupils and  their teachers  
and to students of all ages. 

HOLY FATHER’S INTENTION FOR 
SEPTEMBER 
 

We pray that we all will make 
courageous choices for a simple and 
environmentally sustainable lifestyle, 
rejoicing in our young people who are 
resolutely committed to this. 


