
Sacred Heart Newsletter 
Sacred Heart RC Church, Brooke Street, Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 0NG   

 

Website: www.sacredheartchorley.co.uk 

Parish Priest: Rev. Fr. Francis Ball 
 

16th Sunday of Ordinary Time -  Year B 
18th July 2021 

FIRST READING    (Jeremiah 23:1-6) 
Jeremiah compares the wicked rulers of Israel to shepherds 
who kill and destroy the sheep. He promises to provide them 
with an ideal shepherd, a second  David.  This  prophecy  is  
fulfilled in the coming of Jesus the Good Shepherd. 
 

SECOND READING    (Ephesians 2:13-18) 
The gentiles were prevented from entering the innermost part 
of the temple by a dividing wall or barrier. Today’s reading 
tells us that Jesus broke down this wall of separation by his 
death, and made Jews and Gentiles into a single people of God. 
 

GOSPEL    (Mark 6:30-34) 
The apostles have just returned from their first mission of 
preaching the Good News of the Kingdom. Jesus invites them 
to go with him to a quiet place so that they may rest after their 
days of travel and work. 
 

REFLECTION 
Lord, look upon us and take pity on us, for at times we too are 
like sheep. Save us from a blind following of the herd. Help us 
to listen to your voice, to trust you and to follow you, even if it 
means leaving the crowd and walking a lonely path. Lead us 
from fear to trust, from error to truth, from hate to love, from 
war to peace, from despair to hope, and from death to life. 
Amen. 
 

SUNDAY THEME 
Jesus is the sign of peace between members of his flock. As 
shepherd he leads us to our true happiness and protects us 
from harm. In the quietness of prayer we can be alone with 
him and he will refresh our tired spirits. 

FRIDAY  -  ST. BRIDGET, RELIGIOUS 
Saint Bridget was married 
in  1316.  It was a happy 
marriage and they had 
eight children. Following 
the death of  her  husband 
in 1344, she  founded  a   
religious  community 
(Bridgetines) and received 
a  number  of  mystical 
revelations.  
She corresponded  with 
European monarchs, 
promoting peace and the 
return of the papacy from  
Avignon  to  Rome.  She  
made   pilgrimages   to   Jerusalem and Rome, where she 
spent her final years. Saint Bridget is a patron saint of 
Europe. 
 

PRIESTS IN RETIREMENT 
There is an 
obligatory 
collection this 
weekend for the 
Provision for 
Priests in 
Retirement.  

Please remember to donate to our Church. You can also donate safely on line via our Website Link. 
 Please post your Mass intentions through the Presbytery Letter Box. They will be remembered in Fr. Ball’s Private Masses. 

Liverpool Roman Catholic Trustees Incorporated. A Registered Charity No. 232709. 

NEW ARRANGEMENTS FOR COVID-19 SAFETY 
The Government is changing certain arrangements and 
requirements regrading safe worship in Churches. 
We will suspend Track & Trace from today in terms of the 
Parish Records as you enter the Church. However, we still 
have to restrict numbers and encourage social distancing 
within the Church. Please continue to use hand sanitisers, 
face masks and social seating arrangements in the Church 
to support the most vulnerable. Communion will still be 
distributed as you leave at the end of Mass for the time-
being. We will review these new arrangements as we find 
how successful the safety precautions operate. Although we 
will not be recording the names of those attending, please 
remember to inform the Parish Office as soon as possible, in 
confidence, if you subsequently experience symptoms 
confirmed by a Covid test. Let us care for each other. 

The LORD is my shepherd; I 

shall not want. 

In verdant pastures he gives 

me repose; 

beside restful waters he leads 

me; 

he restores my soul.  

 

Retired priests live in various properties around the 
Archdiocese and the on-going costs in the upkeep of 
these properties cannot be totally funded by the 
George Andrew Fund, hence the need for this 
collection. This collection does not provide  private 
income for the retired priests themselves. Please use 
the box at the back of the church. Thank you. 
 

FR. RAPHAEL JONES 
We warmly welcome Fr. Raphael to our Parish over 
the next three Sundays to celebrate Mass at 11:00 
am .  

The care God gives to us, the psalm tells us, isn’t 
simply keeping us safe, but it’s about nourishing us, 
feeding us, and sustaining us: “…he restores my 
soul…” How does God restore your soul? Are you in 
need of this kind of care now?  
As you reflect on the psalm again, try and bring to 
mind the rich imagery of God’s care for us, and 
perhaps focus on the one thing that speaks to you 
most at this moment in time. In these final moments of 
prayer, speak to God about your life right now 
Do you need a greater sense of God’s closeness to 
you? Or perhaps you want to thank God for the care 
you’ve been shown. Our loving Heavenly Father is 
always there for us.    Glory be to the Father ... 


