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9th May 2021 

FIRST READING    (Acts 10:25-26.34-35.44-48) 
Peter enters the home of Cornelius to tell him that God has 
called not only Jews but also Gentiles to know salvation. Peter 
is convinced that this is true when the Spirit descends on the 
household of Cornelius just as at Pentecost. 
 

SECOND READING    (1 John 4:7-10) 
This letter tells us that the very nature of God  is  love.  The  
Father, Son and Spirit and in turn the believer are united in a 
bond of love. We know this is true because the Father, out of 
love, sent the Son to us. 
 

GOSPEL    (John 15:9-17) 
Jesus demonstrated the quality of his love  for  us  by  freely  
accepting death on the cross. Jesus challenges his disciples to 
remain in his love. We must love one another in the same way 
as Jesus loves us. 
 

REFLECTION 
Jesus was never alone. He prayed constantly to his Father and 
was given strength by the Holy Spirit. He promised that we too 
would never be left alone nor would we be orphans. This is why 
he sent the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is the Paraclete which means 
literally ‘called to one’s side.’ The Spirit  was  given  to  be  
constantly at our side to help and guide us. The Spirit was sent 
to comfort and so is our Comforter. The Spirit was given to 
console and so is our Consoler. The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of 
Truth, the Spirit of the Promise, the Spirit of Adoption, the 
Spirit of Christ, the Spirit of the Lord, the Spirit of God and 
the Spirit of Glory. The Spirit was with Jesus through all his 
temptations, suffering, death and resurrection. The Spirit is 
with us too through all our trials, tribulations and glory. 
 

SUNDAY THEME 
We celebrate the coming of the Spirit of God’s love on the 
Church, and because God does not have favourites, the Spirit is 
communicated through the Church to the whole world. Love 
comes from God and binds us to him. 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 
On Thursday the Church  
celebrates  the  Solemnity  
of  the  Ascension of the  
Lord.  Christ’s  Ascension  
is  our  guarantee that one 
day we will be with him in 
heaven to praise the glory 
of God our Father. The 
Ascension is our  hope  of  
the  great  inheritance 
which awaits those of us 
who believe in the power of 
the risen Christ. 

 
 

OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
 
On Saturday we celebrate the 
feast day of Our Lady of Fatima. 
The Blessed Virgin Mary is 
venerated  under this title 
following apparitions to three 
shepherd  children,  Lucia, Jacinta 
and Francisco, in Portugal in 
1917. The message of Fatima 
includes a call to conversion of 
heart, repentance from sin and a 
dedication to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, especially  through  praying  
the  Rosary. 
 

 

 

 

PRAYER TO OUR LADY OF FATIMA 

O Most Holy Virgin Mary, Queen of the most holy  

Rosary, you were pleased to appear to the children of 

Fatima and reveal a glorious message. We implore 

you, inspire in  our  hearts  a  fervent  love  of  the  

recitation  of  the  Rosary.  By  meditating  on  the  

mysteries of the redemption that are recalled therein 

may we obtain the graces and virtues that we ask, 

through the merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord  and  

redeemer. Amen. 
 

WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY 
The Bishops of England and 
Wales have asked that a 
second collection be taken to 
fund the Church’s work with 
the media,  specifically  the  
Catholic  Communications 
Network which   provides   
support for the  bishops of 
England and Wales and the 
Church more widely in 
promoting the Gospel through the media. This collection 
will be taken after Communion next Sunday (16th May). 

Please remember to donate to our Church. You can also donate safely on line via our Website Link. 
 Please post your Mass intentions through the Presbytery Letter Box. They will be remembered in Fr. Ball’s Private Masses. 
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Thinking Ahead 
During Lockdown and Church Closure we have not printed 
daily Mass Times and Intentions in the Newsletter. Preparing 
for the full reopening of the Church in due course, it would be 
helpful if any parishioners would like to share their views and 
ideas about what they might like to see in the Newsletter. 
Also, if you have any views upon Mass Times, it would be 
useful to hear your thoughts. Please address these to us via 
Email or through the Presbytery Letter Box. Thank you. 
 

Mass Intentions 
Fr. Ball will celebrate your Mass Intentions on the date you 
request as far as possible during this time of restricted access 
to our Church services and Masses. Please remember to post 
your Mass Intentions through the Presbytery Letter Box 
marked for Fr. Ball’s attention. If the Mass has to be said on 
a different day, he will contact you in advance whenever 
possible. 

Love one another ! 


