
Sacred Heart Newsletter 
Sacred Heart RC Church, Brooke Street, Chorley, Lancashire, PR6 0NG   

 

Website: www.sacredheartchorley.co.uk 

Parish Priest: Rev. Fr. Francis Ball 
 

5th Sunday of Eastertide  -  Year B 
2nd May 2021 

Please remember to donate to our Church. You can also donate safely on line via our Website Link. 
 Please post your Mass intentions through the Presbytery Letter Box. They will be remembered in Fr. Ball’s Private Masses. 
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FIRST READING    (Acts 9:26-31) 
Saul changed from being a  persecutor  to  seeking  to  be  a  
disciple. He visits Jerusalem, initially encountering suspicion 
but eventually receiving support from Barnabas, acceptance by 
the Apostles and co-operation of the whole community. 
 

SECOND READING    (1 John 3:18-24) 
John describes the Christian life as filled with love that is real 
and active, not mere talk. He  talks  about  keeping  God’s  
commandments, and affirms that whatever we ask of God we 
shall receive because we keep God’s commandments. 
 

GOSPEL    (John 15:1-8) 
Jesus declares that he is the true vine and  his  Father  the  
vinedresser. We must live in union with him. If we make our 
home in him we will truly be his disciples. Every branch that 
bears no fruit is cut away. 
 

REFLECTION 
The family is a place of flourishing for everybody. It is a place 
of life, growth and vitality, where potential is maximised and 
encouraged. We discover in the family who we are, where we 
are going and what life is all about. Who we are as children of 
God. Where we are going is back to the Father’s house. The 
meaning of life is found in Jesus. We remain in him in our 
prayer and draw close to his love. We  produce  fruit  as  we  
reflect and ponder his word in scripture  and  supremely  in  
receiving the Eucharist. There we are fed with the new wine 
and the new bread of the new covenant; the Body and Blood of 
Christ. 
 

SUNDAY THEME 
We are to share the life of God through grace. It is like the sap 
in the branches that comes to them from the vine. If we really 
love God then we must allow Christ into our lives which we 
share with him. By keeping this commandment of love God will 
live in us. 

Tuesday:  
THE ENGLISH MARTYRS 
Among the list of the English  
Martyrs  40  have  been  canonised 
and have joined the 85 beatified 
martyrs  for  today’s feast, with 
other martyrs from the 16th and 
17th centuries. These are now 
known as ‘The English Martyrs’ 
On 4th May 1535 three 
Carthusian monks were put to 
death at Tyburn, the first of many martyrs. Of  these  
martyrs  42  have  been  canonised  and  a  further  242  
declared blessed. The total number of those who gave 
their lives for their faith is unknown. They came from 
every walk of life; among them are rich and poor, married 
and single, men  and  women.  We  remember  them  as  
examples of constancy in their faith, and courage in the 
face of persecution. Among the list of the blessed is Roger 
Wrenno who is the patron of the Chorley deanery. 

 

HOLY FATHER’S 
INTENTION  -  MAY 
 

Let us pray that those in 
charge of finance will work 
with governments to regulate 
the financial sphere and 
protect citizens from its 
dangers. 

Fr. Ball will celebrate your Mass Intentions on the date you request as far as possible during this time of restricted access to 
our Church services and Masses. Please remember to post your Mass Intentions through the Presbytery Letter Box marked 
for Fr. Ball’s attention. If the Mass has to be said on a different day, he will contact you in advance whenever possible. 

 

I am the True 

Vine ;   you are 

the branches. 

Month of Mary 
May Devotions 

“God wills that all his gifts 
should come to us through 
Mary"   (St. Bernard)  
 

May is the traditional 
month of the year when we 
pray particularly to Mary 

for help and guidance, often focussing on the 
Rosary. There are some features on-line which may 
help us focus upon this devotion. If you have access 
to the internet, there is a broad range of Catholic 
Websites. Among others, you might like to try: 
1. Catholic News Agency: 
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/
resource/240688/month-of-mary-may-devotions   
2. Catholic National Shrine & Basilica of Our 
Lady, Walsingham:  
https://www.walsingham.org.uk/novena/ 

Thinking Ahead 
During Lockdown and Church Closure we have not printed 
daily Mass Times and Intentions in the Newsletter. Preparing 
for the full reopening of the Church in due course, it would be 
helpful if any parishioners would like to share their views and 
ideas about what they might like to see in the Newsletter. Also, 
if you have any views upon Mass Times, it would be useful to 
hear your thoughts. Please address these to us via Email or 
through the Presbytery Letter Box. Thank you. 


