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FIRST READING    (Acts 4:8-12) 
Peter and John have spent a  night  in  jail  after  causing  a  
disturbance by healing a paralysed beggar. Peter tells the 
judges the following day that the healing was by the name of 
Jesus. His boldness amazes the Jewish leaders.  
 

SECOND READING    (1 John 3:1-2) 
Christians are God’s children. Our extraordinary dignity is a 
gift from our loving Father. We are loved by God we are the 
children of God. We can dare to address God in familiar terms. 
 

GOSPEL    (John 10:11-18) 
Jesus is the good shepherd who will never abandon us. Others 
may fail but he will give everything for us. Through him we can 
be one. In obedience to his Father he freely lays down his life 
for us, the sheep of his flock. 
 

REFLECTION 
The image of the Good Shepherd is a comforting one. The 
shepherd with a lamb on his shoulders speaks to us  of  the  
personal love and care that the Lord has for each one of us. 
Sheep and lambs have a habit of getting lost, of scattering in a 
mad dash, oblivious of the dangers on the path. Which image is 
most true of me at the moment? Am I being carried or led into 
green and nourishing pastures by the Good Shepherd? Or am I 
rather rushing in all directions, not sure how to put first things 
first and listen to the voice of the Shepherd? Or am I, in my  
actions, the Good Shepherd for those around me? 
 

SUNDAY THEME 
Christ the Good Shepherd lays down his life for us. This gives 
us some idea of how lavish God’s love is when he allows us to 
be called his children. We do so only in the name of the Lord 
Jesus and we can be sure that through him one day we shall see 
God as he really is in himself. 

An Easter Blessing 
Lord, bless us this Easter time: Bless us with 

faith, guard us in doubt; Bless  us  with  hope,  

uplift us in despair; Bless us with love, keep us 

from harm; Bless us with peace,  calm  us  in  

trouble; Bless us with mercy, help us forgive; 

Bless us with joy, comfort us in sorrow so our 

hearts may rejoice in you, The Risen Lord. 

AMEN. 
 

Thursday  -  St. Catherine of Siena 
Saint Catherine was born at Siena in 
1347 and was one of twenty-five 
children. She resisted all attempts by 
her family to find her a husband and 
instead became a Dominican 
Tertiary. Her writings and her 
stigmata reveal her intimate 
relationship with God. She was 

actively involved in  public  affairs  and  persuaded Pope 
Gregory XI to return to Rome from Avignon. She was 
proclaimed patroness of Italy in 1939, Doctor of the 
Church in 1970 and a patron saint of Europe in 1999. She 
died aged 33 years.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRIESTS’ TRAINING FUND 
This weekend we are obliged to take the annual collection 
for the Priests’ Training Fund. World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations is the day when the  universal Church asks the 
Lord to send more labourers into the harvest as priests 
and religious.  

Some prayerful thoughts on today’s Gospel 

As you hear the words of Jesus in the Gospel, listen 

carefully and see if you notice a phrase that Jesus 

uses repeatedly, three or four times in this one 

passage, that tells us more than anything about his 

love for us.   
 

“I lay down my life for my sheep”.  Hired hands 

don’t do that.  In fact, most shepherds don’t love 

their sheep that much.  But in this season of Easter 

we celebrate the fact that Jesus does.  What do 

you want to say now to the one who laid down his 

life for every one of us... for you?    
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now and 

ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Fr. Ball will celebrate your Mass Intentions on the date you request as far as possible during this time of restricted access to 
our Church services and Masses. Please remember to post your Mass Intentions through the Presbytery Letter Box marked 
for Fr. Ball’s attention. If the Mass has to be said on a different day, he will contact you in advance whenever possible. 

The stone rejected 
by the builders has 
become the 
cornerstone. 


