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FIRST READING    (Acts 4:32-35) 
Writing several generations after the first  days  of  
Christianity,  Luke   describes   the   first   church   in   
Jerusalem as a true community of heart  and  mind,  
committed to the spiritual and material equality of all its 
members. 
 

SECOND READING    (1 John 5:1-6) 
This text is a summary of the faith of the baptised person: 
one who enters by water into the life of Christ, who 
passes on his victory over death by a style of life  that  
forgives and makes peace, and who comes to rest in the 
life of God. 
 

GOSPEL    (John 20:19-31) 
The risen Jesus comes to his disciples, perfecting their 
faith through the infusion of the Holy Spirit and engaging 
them in his own mission from the Father. The result of 
such sharing will be the promotion of Christ’s peace. 
 

REFLECTION 
Thomas was a man of his time and ours. He is adamant 
that he will not believe Jesus is risen unless he can see 
and touch the wounds in his hands and side. He insists: ‘I 
will not believe it.’ A week after his protestation Jesus  
appears to the disciples and invites our doubting Thomas 
to see and touch the wounds on his hands and side. Jesus 
insists: ‘Stop doubting and believe.’ Thomas responds: 
‘My Lord and my God.’ We believe and put our faith and 
trust in the promises of Jesus, the testimony of the 
Church throughout the ages and the gift of revelation 
which illuminates our minds. So we too can pray with 
Thomas: ‘My Lord and my God.’ 
 

SUNDAY THEME 
Our faith is the victory over the world. We believe that 
Jesus Christ rose from the dead. It is this faith that Jesus 
is the Son of God which helps us to overcome the world 
with its temptations and doubts. We have not seen yet we 
believe. We acknowledge that Christ is our Lord and our 
God. 

Divine Mercy Day 

 
Since 30th April 2000, the 
second Sunday of Eastertide 
has also been known as Divine 
Mercy Day when Saint John 
Paul II canonised Sister 
Faustina and instituted the 
Divine Mercy devotion. The 
novena of the Divine Mercy 
begins on Good Friday and 
ends on second Sunday of 
Eastertide although it can be 
made at any time throughout 
the year. On 22nd February 
1931 Sister Faustina saw a 
vision of Jesus and asked that 
a picture be painted according 
to the vision together with the 

signature ‘Jesus, I Trust In You’. The devotion is now 
universal. 
_________________________________________________ 

Jesus insists, “Stop doubting and believe!” 
Thomas responds, “My Lord and my God!” 

In today’s Gospel, we encounter personal belief in the Risen Jesus. 

Additionally, we are invited to reflect on whether injuries and pains necessarily 

mean a joyless life. Have there been wounds and pains in your life healed by 

the peace Jesus gives? Are there wounds and pains in your life from which 

the peace of Jesus is excluded? How can you welcome Jesus into your life to 

bring the healing you may need? Now think about the experience of Thomas 

in the passage again. What most strikes you? Have there been signs in your 

life that helped you believe in a Risen, present Jesus? If there have, speak to 

God in thanksgiving for such signs, and, if not, you could perhaps ask the Lord 

to pour his healing into your life.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

Remember to check into our 
Website regularly: 
 

www.sacredheartchorley.co.uk 


