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FIRST READING    (Gen 22:1-2.9-13.15-18 ) 

Abraham sets out on a journey to sacrifice his only son 
whom he loves, because he believes that this is what God 
wants him to do. By being ready to give up everything, 
Abraham receives more than he could ever dream of. 
 
SECOND READING    (Romans 8:31-34) 
The emotional eloquence we hear in this passage from the 
writings of Saint Paul in a climax to his discussion of our 
reasons for hope in Christ who has conquered, one after 
another, the forces which frustrate and even  destroy  
people. 
 
GOSPEL    (Mark 9:2-10) 
The Transfiguration reminds us of those moments in life 
when  meaning  breaks  through.  It  brings  to  mind  
moments  when  a  ray  of  God’s  presence,   perhaps   
unexpectedly, brightens up our life and we are able to 
journey on. 
 
REFLECTION  
The Transfiguration was a glimpse into another world - a 
world infused by God’s grace, light and beauty. Jesus’ 
human body was made radiant with the beauty and 
splendour of God’s life. So breathtaking was it that Peter 
was overcome by fear and wonder. For a moment the 
new glorified humanity was revealed in all its majesty 
and brilliance. In the Transfiguration we are given a  
window into our destiny, our future and, if you like, a 
peep of what heaven is like. We groan, longing to be 
clothed with our heavenly dwelling. 
 
SUNDAY THEME 
Christ did not come to explain away suffering but to fulfil 
it. Like Abraham we must  be  prepared  to  sacrifice  
everything for God and thus in turn we find fulfilment. 
God will refuse us nothing now that Christ pleads our 
cause before his Father in heaven. 

Monday  -  St. David 
The earliest account of his  life  dates  from  five  
centuries after his death. He became an  eminent  
abbot and bishop in a part of Wales know today as 
the Diocese of Menevia. Monks  trained  at  his  
monastery evangelised South Wales and established 
foundations in Cornwall, Brittany and Ireland. His 
relics have been found hidden in the fabric of St. 
David’s Cathedral. He was  canonised  by  Pope  
Callistus II in 1123. Saint David is the Patron of 
Wales. 
 
Friday  -  Women’s World Day of Prayer 
 

CHRIST BE NEAR 
Christ be near at either hand, Christ behind, before 
me stand. Christ with me where e’re I go, Christ 
around, above, below. Christ be in my heart and 
mind, Christ within my  soul  enshrined.  Christ  
control my wayward heart, Christ abide and ne’re 
depart. Christ my life and only way,  Christ  my  
lantern night and day. Christ be my unchanging 
friend, Guide and Shepherd to the end. 

CHORLEY JUSTICE & PEACE GROUP 
The role of the Justice & Peace movement is to tackle poverty, violence, preju-
dice and injustice, to act on climate change, to protect the environment, and to 
work for a world where all have access to food, clean water, shelter, health, edu-
cation and a livelihood. 
Chorley Justice & Peace Group is inviting parishioners from all the Catholic Par-
ishes in the Chorley Pastoral Area who are interested in supporting this work to 
join them. 
For more information on justice & peace or if you would like to be involved in the 
Group’s activities after lockdown or to support them in any way, please contact 
Andrew Thomson on 07802 249495 or e-mail: thomson.andrew@btinternet.com 


