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FIRST READING    (Deuteronomy 18:15-20) 
Moses speaks of a prophet who will be sent by God from 
among the children of Israel and who, like himself, will 
mediate the  divine  Word  to  them.  The  people  are   
admonished to follow that teaching. 
 
SECOND READING    (1 Corinthians 7:32-35) 
Saint Paul wishes that his Christian people at Corinth 
should be free from all anxious care. He encourages them 
to consider a celibate life in which they can give  their  
undivided attention to the Lord before he comes again. 
 
GOSPEL    (Mark 1:21-28) 
The  authoritative  message  of  Jesus  impressed   his   
listeners, as did the use of his power to cure the afflicted. 
In our lives the integrity of the Good News transforms 
the lot of all who acknowledge their need. 
 
REFLECTION 
Blessed Lord Jesus come, we pray Thee, and walk with 
my friend and me, as we traverse the dusty road of life  
together. Come and talk with  us,  and  enlighten  our  
understanding of each other. Come and abide with us 
now and until the eventide of life. Come to us in the 
breaking of the Bread, so that our friendship may be kept 
ever beautiful in the Joy of Thine Own Presence. 

 
SUNDAY THEME  
A prophet is God’s spokesman: he speaks God’s words to 
his people. The closer we unite ourselves to Jesus, the 
more his words will become our own, so that we too may 
be spokesmen and spokeswomen for him. 

Tuesday  -  The Presentation of the Lord 
The feast of the Presentation of the Lord is 
celebrated on the 40th day after Christmas and 
concludes the Christmas season. It celebrates the 
event recorded in chapter 2 of the Gospel according 
to Luke when Jesus was presented in the temple by 
Mary and Joseph. An offering was made and the 
mother was ritually purified. Simeon’s prophecy 
which refers to Jesus as ’a light to enlighten the 
pagans’, sums up the Christmas theme of light 
entering into darkness. It also points forward to the 
Paschal Mystery, when Jesus will be a sign that is 
rejected. Candles are traditionally blessed on this 
day hence the name Candlemas Day. 
 
MASS INTENTIONS 
Fr. Ball is offering Mass  daily  throughout  the  
lockdown. If you have any Mass intentions then 
please drop  them  through  the  presbytery letterbox 
at any time. 
 
PARISH OFFERINGS 
Please don’t forget you regular parish  offering  to 
Sacred Heart. You can also drop them through the 
presbytery letterbox at any time.  
 

TO LIGHT A CANDLE 

Jesus said “I have come as light into the world 

that whoever believes in me may not remain in 

darkness.” 

Lighting a candle is a prayer: 

when we have gone, it stays alight, kindling in 

the hearts and minds of others the prayers we 

have already offered for them and for others, for 

the sad, the sick, the suffering  -  and prayers of 

thankfulness too. 

Lighting a candle is a parable: 

burning itself out, it gives light to others. Christ 

gave himself for others. He  calls  us  to  give  

ourselves. 

Lighting a candle is a symbol: 

of love and hope, of light and warmth. Our world 

needs them all. 

 

Christ shows us how to live so that we 

shine as lights in the world. 

 


