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FIRST READING    (Jonah 3:1-5.10) 
The people of Nineveh respond when Jonah tells them 
that God was going to destroy their city in forty days un-
less they repented. They all  do  penance  and,  as  a  re-
sult, God relents and does not  inflect  on  them  the  dis-
aster that he had threatened. 
 

SECOND READING    (1 Corinthians 7:29-31) 
Saint Paul exhorts his community at Corinth to live in 
this world without getting over involved in its affairs. He 
says this because of his view, prevalent in the early  
Christian era, that the end of the world was near. 
 

GOSPEL    (Mark 1:14-20) 
Saint Mark reports to us the initial message of Jesus: the 
rule of God over our lives has finally come, so we are to 
repent and believe in the Gospel. Jesus summons his first 
followers from their boats to fish for people. 
 

REFLECTION 
Today we are in danger of being drowned in bad news. 
Jesus began his ministry by announcing good news. What 
was this good news? The good news is that the kingdom 
of  heaven  had  come.  The  kingdom  stands  for  the  
fulfilment of the promises, the fullness of God’s blessings, 
in short, the new order of things. Forgiveness is available. 
Recovery is possible. God’s love is unconditional and is 
available to us in Christ. All we have to do is recognise 
our need, and seek his help with humility and sincerity. 
Unless we repent we cannot hear the good news. 
 

SUNDAY THEME 
Christ was sent to preach repentance. He calls us to 
change our ways. We are not to become engrossed in the 
world, but to believe the good news and live for  the  
kingdom of God. 

TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF SACRED HEART 
Archbishop Malcolm in a recent letter to his clergy 
has   expressed   his   concern   for   the  safety  of   
parishioners, helpers and clergy during this new 
wave of  Covid19. He has suggested that churches 
should close down for the present even though gov-
ernment regulations permit the use of churches. The 
dean of Chorley  has  consulted  the  local  clergy  
and  the  decision has been made to close Sacred 
Heart until further notice.  
 
MONDAY  -  THE CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL 
According to the Acts of the Apostles his conversion 
took place whilst travelling to Damascus, an event 
that led him to cease persecuting early Christians 
and to become a follower of Jesus. He was given the 
task of proclaiming the Gospel to the Gentiles, to the 
Graeco-Roman world. He was eventually martyred. 
 
TUESDAY  -  STS TIMOTHY & TITUS 
Both were apostles of Paul who wrote three epistles 
to them. Timothy accompanied Paul on many of his 
journeys and eventually became bishop of Ephesus. 
According to tradition he was beaten to death when 
he opposed the worship of Dionysus. 
Titus seems to have served as the first bishop of 
Crete. 
 
Monday  -  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity ends 

During the lockdown I am continuing to cele-
brate Mass daily in private and keep all mem-
bers of our Parish Community and School in my 
prayers. 
 

Please put any Mass Intentions through the 
Presbytery Letter Box during the Lockdown.  

 

Also, any donations for the upkeep of the Parish 
you feel you are able to afford are greatly appre-
ciated. 
 

If you  pay Income Tax, please consider joining 
the Gift Aid scheme which allows the Parish to 
claim back a tax refund on your offerings at no 
additional cost to you. Please contact the Parish 
for further information. 
 

In these difficult times every little extra amount 
of income to the Parish makes a big difference. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and gen-
erosity. 
Fr. Ball. 

 


