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FIRST READING   (Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6.12-14) 
This is a poetic commentary on the fourth commandment 
it is realistic. It faces the fact that senility brings its trials, 
but  it  assures us that a right attitude towards parents, at 
all stages of life, is like the amassing of a fortune. 
   
SECOND READING   (Colossians 3:12-21) 
Here we are called to a whole cluster of virtues. At least 
twelve are named. What unites them all is God’s personal 
call to each of us. We are called to be saints, in Christ. In 
him, we are a thankful people, a people at peace. 
 
GOSPEL   (Luke 2:22-40) 
Today we recognise the Holy Family as temple people. 
Mary and Joseph introduced their child to the Temple. 
They were welcomed by two great temple people. A day 
will come when the child will show himself to be the new 
temple, a temple of living stones. 
 
REFLECTION 
Jesus spent long years of a hidden life in a family. Know-
ing this is a great encouragement for us in our family life. 
The life of Jesus’ family passed in anonymity and obscu-
rity. We know they suffered various trials of poverty, 
persecution and exile as well as grief, fear and anguish. 
The same is true of us. The  family home is the place 
where we grow in holiness. In the home we  learn  to  
serve  others  and  to  be  mindful  of  the  atmosphere we 
create. We learn how to generate good will, care for our 
environment in the house, the garden and wider afield. In 
effect we become witnesses to the Gospel of Life. 
 
SUNDAY THEME 
God sets before us the Holy Family of Nazareth as the 
model for all families. The family unit is the basic struc-
ture on which human society is built. A good Christian 
family life is a most powerful witness to our world of 
God’s love for us revealed in Christ. 

_____________________________________________ 

FRIDAY  -  Mary Mother of God  
Every New Year begins under the protection of 
Mary. Just as the shepherds ran to Mary so we too 
run to her, imploring her help  and  seeking  her  
intercession. The New Year brings many exciting 
opportunities  but  also  its  share  of  difficult   
challenges. In Mary and the shepherds we learn the 
importance of praise and thanksgiving for all the 
graces and  blessings  we  have  received.  The  
shepherds returned to their tough lives glorifying 
and praising God for all they had seen and heard. 
Mary glorified the Lord and her spirit rejoiced in 
God her Saviour for all she had received. No matter 
our circumstances, we too are created to praise and 
worship God. The Father gives us the gift of the Ho-
ly Spirit so we can glimpse something of God’s 
beauty and majesty and praise Him! 
 

MARY, BE CLOSE TO US ALWAYS 
Mary, be close to us always. May no day pass with-
out a prayer to you in our hearts and on our lips. 
May you be a Mother to us through all the years of 
our lives, a Mother ever ready to help us. Stay with 
us, Mary, when there is peace at home, when joy 
and happiness make life easy. Stay with us, Mother, 
whenever we have sickness in the home; and should 
death come to any member of the family, old or 
young, then comfort us in our grief and wipe away 
our tears. And, Mary, when we close our eyes in 
death, may we find you waiting to welcome us at the 
gate of Heaven. Amen. 

 

The shepherds went in haste 
and found Mary and Joseph 
and the infant lying in a  
manger. 

Christmas Blessings: With my sincere thanks to all who 
have helped our Parish in any way over these past months. 
May you all continue to experience the joy and peace of 
Christmas, especially in these challenging times, Fr. Ball. 


