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SUNDAY  -  A DAY OF PRAYER FOR  

EXPECTANT MOTHERS 

The most important person of earth is a mother. 

She cannot claim the honour of having built 

Notre Dame Cathedral. She need not. She has 

built a dwelling place for an immortal soul, the 

tiny perfection of her baby’s body. The angels 

have not been blessed with such a grace. They 

cannot share in God’s creative miracle to bring 

new saints to heaven. Only a human mother and 

father can. Mothers are closer to God the Creator 

than any other creatures. God joins forces with 

mothers in performing this act of creation. What 

on God’s earth is more glorious than this: a 

mother?                  (Joseph Cardinal Mindzenty) 
 

SATURDAY  -  SAINT STEPHEN 

A deacon in the early Church at Jerusalem who 

is venerated as the first Christian martyr. His 

teachings aroused the enmity of various syna-

gogues. Accused of blasphemy, at his trial he 

made a long speech denouncing the Jewish au-

thorities who were sitting in judgement on him. 

He was stoned to death in the presence of a man 

named Saul of Tarsus, a Pharisee who approved 

of his killing. He would later become a Christian 

convert and be renamed Paul, a follower of Je-

sus. 
 

CHRISTMAS MASS DETAILS 

There will be one family Mass this year celebrat-

ed on Christmas Day at 10:30 am. The Archdio-

cese has advised that entry should be by ticket to 

meet Covid Safety Needs. We have allocated the 

tickets for those who have applied and these can 

be collected from the Back of the Church. Enve-

lopes have your name marked clearly. 

There are still some places available, please com-

plete the form available at the back of the 

Church today and leave with one of the Welcom-

ers. Tickets  can then be collected in Church on 

Christmas Day.  

FIRST READING    (2 Samuel 7: 1-5.8-12.14.16) 
God’s unconditional favour to David assures him of an 
eternal  dynasty.  Even   if   David’s   descendants  are  
unfaithful. God will abide by this pledged word. What 
David receives is an outright gift with no strings attached. 
SECOND READING    (Romans 16:25-27) 
Saint Paul assures us that God will give us the strength 
we need to live the good life that we are called to. This 
good life is directed towards knowledge of Jesus, the high 
point of world history. 
GOSPEL    (Luke 1:26-38) 
Luke portrays Mary as the faithful disciple who responds 
positively to Gabriel’s message. Her response  sets  in  
motion God’s plan of salvation regarding Jesus. This 
handmaid of the Lord is an essential component in such a 
plan. 
REFLECTION 
Mary was being prepared to be the dwelling place for the 
Word. Such was her embrace of the Word that, in God’s 
plan, she was able to give herself completely. Through 
her the Word of God became flesh. We too are called to 
give birth to Christ in the world. Like Mary, we are 
called to be disciples of the art of prayer, of listening and 
receiving the Word. We are called  to  imitate  Mary’s  
interior disposition and attitude. Her soul and her spirit 
rejoiced in God her Saviour. She gave herself fully to 
praise, worship and adoration of God. Her soul glorified 
the Lord and her spirit rejoiced in God her Saviour. We 
too give our lives to the praise, worship and adoration of 
God. 
SUNDAY THEME 
God is forever faithful to his promises. From the time of 
David right up to the birth of Jesus there is no doubting 
that God is with his people. That which is hidden for  
endless ages is revealed in Jesus Christ who is the son of 
the Virgin Mary. 
_________________________________________________ 

 

 

We Light the 

Fourth Advent 

Candle 

Nothing will be  

impossible with God. 


