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FIRST READING    (Isaiah 61:1-2.10-11) 
The prophet joyfully proclaims the Lord’s jubilee, when 
good news and liberty are brought to those who are poor 
and those held captive. Jesus applied this passage to him-
self when he began his preaching. 
 

SECOND READING    (1 Thessalonians 5:16-24) 
Saint Paul admonishes his community to lead a life of on-
going joy and prayerfulness. They are also to provide 
freedom to the Spirit-endowed members and not dispar-
age the gift of prophecy. 
 

GOSPEL    (John 1:6-8.19-28) 
Instead of being the Messiah, Elijah or the Prophet, John 
the Baptist acknowledges that he is the voice crying out in 
the desert. His baptising is a means of preparing for the 
Messiah. 
 

REFLECTION 
Saint John the Baptist had a clear and specific mission. 
He was not Elijah, he was not a prophet and he was not 
the Christ. He was ‘a voice of one calling in the wilder-
ness, making straight the way for the Lord.’ (John 1:23). 
John’s mission was to point to the One who was the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. We 
too need markers or sign posts on our journey of faith. 
Thank God we have them. So many signs point to the 
presence of God’s Spirit: the innate goodness of so many; 
the power of love overcoming evil; the conversions of 
heart. Faith shows us the fountain from which these 
spring. 
 

SUNDAY THEME 
Today is sometimes called Gaudete (‘Rejoice!’) Sunday. 
We are filled with that reassuring, confident joy that God 
will visit his people and reveal his goodness. He will not 
fail us. 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

PARISH WEBSITE 
Please visit the Parish Website and let your family and 
friends know. If you have any comments or suggestions, 
get in touch and we will look at including more ideas. The 
Website has the Weekly Newsletter and other helpful in-
formation.       www.sacredheartchorley.co.uk 

CHRISTMAS MASS 
We plan to have one Christmas morning Mass at 
10.30am. As social distancing regulations apply to 
churches, seating is limited and admittance to the 
Christmas Mass will be by ticket only to ensure all 
regulations are followed. Please pick up a form 
available to you today, complete and return the slip 
at the bottom of the leaflet and return it promptly to 
church or through the Presbytery Letterbox. Tickets 
will be issued prior to the Fourth Sunday of Advent 
(20th December). 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
Advent ‘Walk With Me’ booklets are available to 
buy at £1. They provide a daily reflection for each 
day of the Advent season. There are also a small 
number of copies of the Archdiocesan Directory 
2021 available at £3.50p. 
 

MONDAY  -  St. John of the Cross 
Born in Spain in 1542, he learned the importance of 
self-sacrificing love from his parents. His father re-
nounced wealth and status to marry a weaver’s 
daughter. Aged 14 he worked in a hospital caring 
for those with incurable diseases and diseases of the 
mind. He joined the Carmelite order and helped St. 
Teresa of Avila to reform the movement. Threat-
ened by the reform, members of his own order kid-
napped him and locked him in a small cell beating 
him three time each week. He escaped and devoted 
his life to sharing his mystical experiences of God’s 
love. 
 

FIRST COMMUNIONS 2020 
After some delays due to the current Covid safety 
requirements, I am delighted to announce that we 
can extend our warmest congratulations to this 
year’s children who celebrated receiving the Sacra-
ment for the First time yesterday, 12th December. 
Thank you to everyone who helped prepare and 
support the children in any way. Well done to all. 
 

BAPTISM 
Just a timely reminder that I am able to support  
Baptism into the Church after the 11:00 am Mass on 
Sundays. Please speak to me after Mass or by tele-
phone if you are interested and we can plan ahead. 
 

We Light the Third Advent Candle 

 

“In the beginning was 

the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the 

Word was God.” 


