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I Baptise you with water, 

but He will Baptise you 

with the Holy Spirit. 

FIRST READING    (Isaiah 40:1-5.9-11) 
The prophet Isaiah preaches a message of  hope  and  
consolation to his depressed countrymen: a new period of 
salvation is unfolding in which punishment is over and 
sin forgiven. 
 
SECOND READING    (2 Peter 3:8-14) 
Saint Peter reminds us in the second reading that the 
Lord is patient with us; he is not being slow to carry out 
his promises. While we are waiting, we do our best to live 
lives without spot or stain. 
 
GOSPEL    (Mark 1:1-8) 
John prepares the people by baptism for the kingdom of 
God, which will be ushered in by the one who will send 
the Holy Spirit upon them. Preparation requires a change 
of life and a radical break from sin. 
 
REFLECTION 
The coming of Saint John the Baptist was the herald of 
an invitation to us to change direction or undergo a 
change  of  heart.  The  man  with  many  tunics   was   
encouraged to be generous and give some  away.  Tax  
collectors  were  urged  not  to  build  up  exorbitant  
commissions but to collect the correct taxes. Soldiers 
were cautioned against corruption, abuse of power and 
complaining about their pay. Making a straight path  
wasn’t an abstract theory – but involved a different way 
of thinking and acting. Blessed John Henry Newman 
said: ‘To change is to live and to change often is to be 
perfect.’ The Sacrament of Reconciliation is an encounter 
with God’s mercy in which we receive the grace to go in a 
different direction and experience a change of heart. 
 
SUNDAY THEME 
We prepare each day of our lives for the coming of the 
Lord. We have to straighten out  those  things  in  our  
behaviour which prevent us from living holy and saintly 
lives. The new heavens and the new earth where God 
reigns are what is promised to us and that is why we 
should always try to be joyful. 
 
Tuesday  -  Immaculate Conception 
Sunday  -  Bible Sunday 

PARISH WEBSITE 
I am very happy to announce that Sacred Heart now 
has a parish website. No doubt  over  time  it  will  
develop  but  if  you  have  any  observations  or  
comments to make then please do so. The website  
address is available at the top of this newsletter. 
 
CHRISTMAS MASS 
We plan to have Mass on Christmas morning at 
10.30am. It is all we can manage to have in the 
church this Christmas due to Covid19 restrictions. 
As social distancing regulations apply to churches, 
seating is limited and admittance to the Christmas 
Mass will be by ticket only to ensure all regulations 
are followed.  Please collect a Christmas Mass Leaflet 
today and return by Sunday 13th. Tickets can be col-
lected from Church on Sunday 20th December. 

 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
The dogma of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary was proclaimed by Pope Pius 
XI in 1854. By virtue of the merits of her son Jesus, 
the Virgin Mary was free from  original  sin  from  
the moment of her conception keeping her 
“immaculate.” This year the feast day will be cele-
brated on Tuesday. 

 
HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER INTENTION 
May our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be 
nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer. 
 
THE LITURGICAL YEAR 
From 1st Sunday of Advent a new liturgical  year  
begins. The Sunday and major feast day readings 
this year are taken from Year B, and the ferial week-
day readings  of ordinary time from Year 1. 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
Advent ‘Walk With Me’ booklets are available to 
buy at £1. They provide a daily reflection for each 
day of the Advent season. There are also a small 
number of copies of the Archdiocesan Directory 2021 
available at £3.50p. 

 

We light the Second Advent Candle 


