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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Please contact St. Joseph’s Presbytery (01257 
262713) if any member of your family is admitted 
to Chorley Hospital and would appreciate a visit. 
In an emergency the hospital switchboard will 
contact the  on-call  Catholic  Priest.  You  are  
advised to request this from any member of staff 
on the ward. 
………………………………………………………. 

We light the First Advent Candle 

 

Beware, keep alert; for 
you do not know when 

the time will come.   

 

 
                 
  

FIRST READING    (Isaiah 63:16-17;64:1.3-8) 
Here we have a prayer of intercession which stresses 
that God is our Father. God, like a potter shaping 
the clay, moulds each life with tenderness and care 
so that God’s plan is fulfilled. 
SECOND READING    (1 Corinthians 1:3-9) 
In this prayer of thanksgiving Saint Paul thanks 
God for the witness of the Christians in Corinth and 
recognises that the gifts of the Spirit are present in 
the community which have enriched them in many 
ways. 
GOSPEL    (Mark 13:33-37) 
Jesus reminds his disciples of the importance of  
staying awake because it is not known when the time 
will come. Alertness and watchfulness characterise 
the disciples of Jesus. 
 
REFLECTION 
Guards on sentry duty, nurses on night shifts and 
those who work unsociable hours know the danger 
of nodding off. There is always the temptation to 
take a nap or snooze whilst on duty.  The  Advent  
liturgy begins by urging us to stay awake, be alert 
and reflect  on  the  return  of  Christ.  Since  the  
Ascension this final and ultimate revelation has been 
imminent. We tend not to live our lives  as  if  the  
return of Jesus was close at hand, looming on the  
horizon, or even imminent! Truth be told, it can 
seem rather removed and remote from our daily 
lives. The Holy Spirit creates in us a desire, a longing 
and a groaning for Jesus’ return as Lord and King. 

 
SUNDAY THEME  
Our life is a long vigil, waiting for the Lord to  be  
revealed in all his glory. We wait with longing and 
with ‘joyful hope’, for his Spirit is with us, and we 
know that God is faithful to his promises. 

   
Advent Prayer 

 

Lord Jesus, 

Master of both the Light and the 

darkness, send your holy Spirit upon our 

preparations for Christmas. 

 

We who have so much to do seek quiet 

spaces to hear your voice each day. 

 

We who are anxious over many things look 

forward to your coming among us. 

 

We who are blessed in so many ways long 

for the complete joy of your kingdom. 

 

We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of 

your presence. 


