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Introduction
As an author, children freque#ft/|
I become a writer?d or 61 wan t
Where do | start?9
To reply with, 6Justdbegndtasg wh
veryu sef ul , b ut sawvery §oadcstartingt ©

point. How so? L e ¢ téke a real life example from a
book fair | attended some years ago.

A girl aged about nine years old approached me
and sai d, 0 le a wrden, tan yoo give me
some advice ? 6

| could have said 6 Wardkat your English

studies in school, take your GCSE s,thendo A -Lev els
in English subjects so you can do a university

degree in Creative Writing. o]

DULL! BORING! YAWN!

Il nstead, I swaitingl , . Olbs&rtedhr ings, make
jottings and keep them in a special book or folder
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I't can be about anything . Even boring stuff! Your
jobistoturn it into something new and exciting.
Shall we start now??d

The girl agreed, so | gave her a subject.

6 Ho w a bdoingtthe washing up for your mum ,
w ould you write about that ?0

She shook her head.

6 O WMhat if | told you that all the bubbles in the
washing up bowl were magic? Every time a bubble
popped, someone, somewhere in the world had just
made a wish , and you had the power to grant that

wi sh or not €0

Suddenly, the girl interrupted, telling me what was
going to happen next.

| dm not going to repeat it he

story to tell, not mine, and one day she might want
to getit published!
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This guide is to help 6Tur so a
that you find inspiration to get writing and make
something ordinary into the extraordinary!

One day, | hope you will contact me and say, o}
inspired me to write. IN@aw | 6m

* k%
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Turn a Ggnig into 2 Genius

/ in ong move!

How? The most obvious move is to change the
gnding. Replace the ‘¢’ with ‘us’ but [ want to
do somzthing elsz.

Imaging you're a genie in a bottle. You've been
trapped inside for 100 yrars. Then somg kind
person {me) comes along and takes out the
stopper. In ong move, you gscape from the
bottle and step out into the big widz world.
YOU ARE FREE!
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This is similar to se#ting your imagination free

into the world of writing.

Of course, a geniz might go berserk with

so much freedom. So, it nexds to be guided
with some adviee and equipped with some tools
so that i#'s not a berserk genie on the loose,
but 2 genius!
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Pack your suitcase

Would you go on a holiday without taking a

suitcase?

No! You would pack the essential itemns you
nexd to have a great fime = you would be
prepared.

For creative writing, it pays o do a similar
task.

The following are very useful things for

writers #0 have around thenm:
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A dictionary {a must have)

A thesaurus {this is not a typz of
dinosaur! Sex useful words on p.40)
Paper andfor computerftablet
Writing tools {pens, pencils ete. )
Sprcial jottings book

= =4 -4 -

[deas and snippets

ATy
Ao oF ‘DINO-""“R
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Think of t2n things...

An exercise for your creative imagination!
Think of #zn things for zach item listed below
and write them down,

You Me
A snmell Mouldy cheese
A colour Turquoise
A taste Chocolate
A texture Rough hair
A sound A screan
A place A dark cave
A creature Aleopard
The temperaturs Scorching heat
A time 1000 yrars ago
An ohjrct Slippers
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Now there are ten things on a list, but what do
you do with i#?

I#'s important to think about what it is you

want {3 create.

Do you want to writs a short story, create a

poen or both?
What's the next stage?

Read on...
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Begin your journey

I’'m going o start the creative process by using

my list of ten items to create a short story.

At this stagz, don’t worry about getting it
wrong. FThere is no wrong. The storyis
yoursdming to create. If you can’t find a way to
use all #n itens in your list, again, don’+
worry. The point of this exercise is o get you
thinking creatively.

I+ might help #o tick off the items on your list

when you have written them into your writing.
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I'm going #o creats a story in a traditional

genre and write a fairy falk.

Rere’s my effort...

Howthe Leopard gotts Spots

| own a pair ofnagicslippers If | put them on, they take
me to anywhere that | want to go.

T o ni olgdng badkdne thousand yeart Persia.
I' vpat a bar ofchocolatein my back poket, just in
case | get hungry.

| close my eyedMy feet tingle in my slippendl feel
the breeze of time rush by. When | open my eylesee
a sky ofturquoisereflected in an oasis. | look around.
Th e s ®ahd everywhere amalscorching heatl need to
find someshade but there are no trees arouride
oasis.
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Not f ar @&acavg lrun towaeds iequickly
because he hot sands burningthrough my slippersAt
the cave, | peer insidé $dark | go in slowlyT h esrae
strange odouiof mouldy cheeseMy hand touches
something.t feels likerough hair | shiver.

I move away, butny feet crunch on somstones A
snorterupts from the mass of rough halt moves and
heads outside.l follow cautiouslyWhat sot of creature
lives here?

The creature hasong brown fur. It stands for a moment
on the sandA screanpierces the air ashe creature
gallops towards the oasis. It stands in the water

‘ My f epoedrfeetak® burnt’” i t‘Wihenli e s
went to sleep, egrywhere was covered iice! Now the
icehasmelted andthiswater isa | | s lefblantst

have slept for years!

Soon the creaturebegins to pant. A lollintbngue
hangs out of i ttgstcooldtupsahits I ut
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fur. Long claws tear out large clumps. It continuesi
a mass ofur liesatthewa t e r '. snbérmisee to
find the creature is laige golden cat

The catrunsbackto the cave It skids to a halt when it
sees me. An ominous rumbling comes from its stomaclj
and my hands sweat with fear.

It eyes me suspiciously. | put my hands intobmagk

pocket and pull out the bar of chocolate.
‘“Would you | i ke sanmefelly hi njg

removing the wrapperThe chocolate isticking to my

hot hands.The cattomes closer and sniff is

interested in the chocolate. | move backwards. The cat

follows. Its rasping tongue reaches foetbhocolate on

my hands.

‘Youcan havethisf you f ol | o Wwsayne

andrun tothe water. N gstand in the water and keep
stil | .7
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The cat obeys and | wipe my hands ovesliertfur.
Chocolate from my palms and fingers are dotteeio
the animal. It licks away happily and starts purring.

When all the chocolate is gonenaticeit has stained
the c a fut wath dark, patchy spotsThe casees its
reflection in the waterlt turns this wayand that,
admiring its newcoat.

‘17 ve ,goti ts’pmatsbe fir st
leopard’

My feet ti ngl ®timetoretoryghosmd | [ p e

andleave the leopard with his golden coat and new
spots.

Word count approx. 54Qincluding the title)

kA
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The exercise of “Think of ten things...” can
create an gndless variety of words and
consequently an unlinited supply of material

for ergating stories and pogms.

They may end up wacky, strangz, scary,
poetic, colourful, fancy and unbelicvable, but
that’s the point. I+'s helping your writing to be

erzative and originall
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5
Think you've got

a good memory?

Often there are times when you ars busy
ninding your own busingss, and then out of

the blux something pops into your head.

‘Oh! I'l remenmber that!” you say.

There are times when you will, but there’ 1l be
other frustrating moments when the thought

disapprars like @ wisp of smoke.

Bother! It was a really good snippet!
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This usually happens to me at night, afier
have turned the light off.

[ #ry o convinee myself that [ will remember i+
in the morning. However, experience has
proved that when [ awake, my ‘brilliant’
thought has gone forever.
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So, hard as it is, [ ping the light back on, grab
my trusty pencil and paper that | keep near my
bedsidz light and seribble a few words down =
just enough #o remind me where my thoughts

were af thet monment in fimg.

I've been known to have 2 ‘sureka’ moment in
the early hours of the morning and resorted
to writing a few words down in the dark. When
[ read it back in the morning, the words ars o]
over the place, but the system works.

The only problem with this jotting down is that

l accunulate many scraps of paper littering my

desk.

This is where a jottings book becomes a
valuablx pitce of equipment.
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If I don’t havs timg #o copy out all the snippets
from the scraps of paper, then [ glue thenm inl
I#'s better than Josing an idza that might
become a best seller!
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6

Palishing

(but not your mum’s furniture)

| HATE
PoLIsHING .
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If i#’s not polishing your mun’s furniture then
what is i#?

I#'s checking and refining your writing.
Here's a list:
1 Read through your writing
Check spelling

Check word repetition

T
T
1 Check punctuation
1 Lheck grammar

T

Check the tense is consistent
{past, present, future ec. )

1 Arg anywords nissing?

Oh! There is also something ¢lse... read onl
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7
Talking to yourself

is not madness!

Do you talk to yourselff NO! Well you should!
I# is madness not to talk to yourself.

A writer needs to lose any inhibitions about
doing this, because the best way #o check your

waork is o read i# out aloud!

Warning! If you are behind closed doors and
reading your work out aloud, others might
hear you talking to yourself and think you ars
mad. This is one of the risks of ereative

writing!
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S0, just be prepared for any odd or
sympathetic looks.
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8
When you need
a holiday

There are wonderful times when you feel ideas
and inspiration pouring out, and you can’t gzt

them written down fast enough.
That's when ereative writing feels AMAZING!

Rowever, there will also be #times when
nothing seems to happen. You sit there, ready
waiting for... something. You're not quite surg

what, but hopefully it will arrive soon.
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You wait a bit longer, but no, nothing is

happening.

This is when it’s time to have a little holiday.
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Take a break from your writing. Go and do
sonmething else.

Keep your senses alert and notice things= but
most imporfantly = HAVE FUNI

Then, come back from your break, refreshed
and ready to go!

Ask yourself:

1 Did you do something on your writing
break that would make an interesting
story?

1 ©r,was thers something really boring
that you, as 2 writer, can make exciting

and full of adventure?
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For examples

Perhaps you lost a sock. Well, who took i#?
A goblin? A fairy? An alien? Your
sistzr? Your dog?

Why did they taks it?
To wear it? To zat i#7 To gzt you info
trouble?

If neither of these suggestions work, then #ry
the “Think of ten things’ creative writing
exgrcise on p. 13,

Write down crazy words, go wild and sex what

kind of journey your imagination will fake you

onl
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Sce18BLE !

Soon, you will find your creative writing

adventures are flowing once more.
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q
Ready o fly

ar drop Jike a stone?

The big day has arrived! You've written a
brilliant story; you've polished it and you've
read it out aloud o yourself.

I#'s finished and you are fegling somewhat
pleased with yourself.

Who will be the first person to read i#7
Rmm! Will they like i#?

What if they don’t like i#?
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You start to feel nervous. You begin to wonder
if what you have writien is any good!

DON'T WORRY1

Feeling anxious about your crafied picce of

writing is quifz normal.

What you havs to ask yourselfis:
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Ars you ready to fly or drop like 2 stone?
What do I mean by that question?

Being ready to fly means = as a writer, that
you realise there will come a time when you
will want #o 1t your work go into the big wide
world.

Belicve me; this can be very hard to do.

Now, dropping likz a stong is the opposite.
You want to let your work go, but you are

afraid in cast people dislike what you have

weritfen,
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Nobody likes to find out their work has been
eriticized by somebody ¢lse. I+ hurits.

In $xrms of your self-confidence, one bad

revigw ean undo #2n good ones.

I#'s fantastic when you receive a glowing

review, but how do you deal with a bad one?

The main thing to undzrstand is that the other
person is commenting on the writing as they
sz it. [# is down to their personal
interprefation. This can be based on many
things, such as:

1 theirage

1 #heir experience

1 their view of the world

1 #heir preferred writing genres
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If they have comnmented in a way that helps
you to improvs a picce of writing, then look at
it in a positive way - they have helped you #o
become a better writer.

Turn it into your advantage. Let it prepare
you to become the best writer you can be.

You may feel you have dropped like a stone,
but one day you will fly and soar above the

clouds.

When you do, it will bz the most wonderful
feeling!

SO, WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?

Copyright © Angela James Author www.angelajamesauthor.co.uk




34

Gt ready to flyl
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Some useful words

Adjectivez a word used to describe a noun
Thered car

Adverbz a word used to make a verb more specific
He walkedquickly.

Alliteration z the repetition of letters or sounds next
to or close to each other

Peter Piper picked apeck ofpickled pepper.

Assonanceg a rhyming of vowel sounds
The @t sat on the mat.

Dictionary z a book that lists words alphabetically
and explains their meaning
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Exclamation mark-! This is used at the end of a
sentence instead of a full stop to show a variety of
emotions such as anger, disappointment, surprise,
enthusiasm etc.

71T xA ) eittd 0 AAI

Grammargz the rules of a language

Homonymsz a word with the same spellingor
pronunciation as another word but has alifferent
meaning.

Rows

Herows the boat.

The theatre hasrows of seats

Homophoneg words that have thesame soundout a
different spelling and meaning

You are notallowed to do that!

You must read your writing aloud!

Metaphorz using words in an imaginative way so
that it means something else
Your eyes are the sun lighting up my life
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Nounz a word that refersto a place, a person or a
thing (a naming word).
Car, boat, dog, London, woman, gift

Paragraphz a section of writing that begins on a new
line.

Pronounz a word that replaces a noun to refer to
someone or something already mentioned.
Angela James iwriting. Sheis very busy.

Poetryz ways of using spoken or written language in
an imaginative waythat is not prose. Verses may or
may not rhyme and there are specific structures for
certain types of poems.

Prosez ordinary spoken or written language
Punctuationz marks that are used to separate

sentences or to help make the meaning clear.
O AT 180 xAl O AAddeshid OA
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Question mark ? This is used at the end of a sentence
to show it is a question.

O7EU AT 180 UT Ghosolaie?d Al U

she asked.

Quotation marks(also called inverted commasy

They are used to indicate speech or a quotation.
07A AAT OOA OEITCI A EI
07A AAT OOA Al OAT A EI

Similez a word or phrase that is used to compare
something against something else.
Her fur coat was softike a cat

Synonyny a word that can be used to replace another
word.

The dogran across the road.

The dogspedacross the road.

Thesaurus a very useful book that contains plenty of
synonyms  make your writing more interesting.
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Verbz a word that shows an action (a doing word)
The man waseating his breakfast but his
daughter wasskipping in the garden.
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1L

Now, over to you

Finally, if you have enjoyed this beginngr’s
guide to creative writing, #21l your friends,
their parents, your relatives, your schools and

anyone £lst you may happen to know.
Lzt them know it's FREE from my website:

www.angelajamesauthor.co.uk

Spread the word and 1x4's
get writing!
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