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*** 
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Introduction 

As an author, children frequently ask me, ‘How do 

I become a writer?’ or ‘I want to write a book. 

Where do I start?’ 

   

To reply with, ‘Just begin anywhere,’ doesn’t sound 

very useful, but in fact it’s a very good starting 

point. How so? Let’s take a real life example from a 

book fair I attended some years ago.  

    

A girl aged about nine years old approached me 

and said, ‘I want to be a writer, can you give me 

some advice?’ 

    

I could have said, ‘Work hard at your English 

studies in school, take your GCSEs, then do A-Levels 

in English subjects so you can do a university 

degree in Creative Writing.’  

    

DULL! BORING! YAWN! 

    

Instead, I said, ‘Start writing. Observe things, make 

jottings and keep them in a special book or folder. 
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It can be about anything. Even boring stuff! Your 

job is to turn it into something new and exciting. 

Shall we start now?’ 

    

The girl agreed, so I gave her a subject. 

    

‘How about doing the washing up for your mum, 

would you write about that?’ 

    

She shook her head. 

    

‘Ok! What if I told you that all the bubbles in the 

washing up bowl were magic? Every time a bubble 

popped, someone, somewhere in the world had just 

made a wish, and you had the power to grant that 

wish or not…’ 

    

Suddenly, the girl interrupted, telling me what was 

going to happen next.  

    

I’m not going to repeat it here, because that is her 

story to tell, not mine, and one day she might want 

to get it published! 
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This guide is to help ‘Turn a Genie into a Genius’ so 

that you find inspiration to get writing and make 

something ordinary into the extraordinary! 

    

One day, I hope you will contact me and say, ‘You 

inspired me to write. Now I’m an author!’ 

 

*** 
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How? The most obvious move is to change the 

ending. Replace the ‘e’ with ‘us’ but I want to 

do something else.  

 

Imagine you’re a genie in a bottle. You’ve been 

trapped inside for 100 years. Then some kind 

person (me) comes along and takes out the 

stopper. In one move, you escape from the 

bottle and step out into the big wide world. 

YOU ARE FREE!  

 

1 

Turn a Genie into a Genius  

in one move! 
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This is similar to setting your imagination free 

into the world of writing.  

 

 

 
 

       Of course, a genie might go berserk with 

so much freedom. So, it needs to be guided 

with some advice and equipped with some tools 

so that it’s not a berserk genie on the loose, 

but a genius! 
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Would you go on a holiday without taking a 

suitcase? 

 

No! You would pack the essential items you 

need to have a great time – you would be 

prepared. 

 

For creative writing, it pays to do a similar 

task.  

 

The following are very useful things for 

writers to have around them: 

2 

Pack your suitcase 
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 A dictionary (a must have) 

 A thesaurus (this is not a type of 

dinosaur! See useful words on p.40) 

 Paper and/or computer/tablet 

 Writing tools (pens, pencils etc.) 

 Special jottings book 

 Ideas and snippets 
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An exercise for your creative imagination! 

Think of ten things for each item listed below 

and write them down. 

 

 You Me 

A smell   Mouldy cheese 

A colour  Turquoise 

A taste   Chocolate 

A texture  Rough hair 

A sound  A scream 

A place  A dark cave 

A creature   A leopard 

The temperature  Scorching heat 

A time   1000 years ago 

An object  Slippers 

3 

Think of ten things…  
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Now there are ten things on a list, but what do 

you do with it?  

 

It’s important to think about what it is you 

want to create. 

 

Do you want to write a short story, create a 

poem or both? 

 

What’s the next stage? 

 

Read on… 
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I’m going to start the creative process by using 

my list of ten items to create a short story.  

 

At this stage, don’t worry about getting it 

wrong. There is no wrong. The story is 

yours/mine to create. If you can’t find a way to 

use all ten items in your list, again, don’t 

worry. The point of this exercise is to get you 

thinking creatively. 

 

It might help to tick off the items on your list 

when you have written them into your writing. 

 

4 

Begin your journey  
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I’m going to create a story in a traditional 

genre and write a fairy tale.  

 

Here’s my effort… 

 

How the Leopard got its Spots 

 

I own a pair of magic slippers. If I put them on, they take 

me to anywhere that I want to go.  

 

Tonight, I’m going back one thousand years to Persia. 

I’ve put a bar of chocolate in my back pocket, just in 

case I get hungry.  

 

I close my eyes. My feet tingle in my slippers and I feel 

the breeze of time rush by. When I open my eyes, I see 

a sky of turquoise reflected in an oasis. I look around. 

There’s sand everywhere and a scorching heat. I need to 

find some shade but there are no trees around the 

oasis. 
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Not far away, there’s a cave. I run towards it quickly 

because the hot sand is burning through my slippers. At 

the cave, I peer inside. It’s dark. I go in slowly. There’s a 

strange odour of mouldy cheese. My hand touches 

something. It feels like rough hair. I shiver.  

 

I move away, but my feet crunch on some stones. A 

snort erupts from the mass of rough hair. It moves and 

heads outside. I follow cautiously. What sort of creature 

lives here? 

 

The creature has long brown fur. It stands for a moment 

on the sand. A scream pierces the air as the creature 

gallops towards the oasis. It stands in the water.  

 

   ‘My feet! My poor feet are burnt!’ it cries. ‘When I 

went to sleep, everywhere was covered in ice! Now the 

ice has melted and this water is all that’s left. I must 

have slept for years!’ 

 

Soon, the creature begins to pant. A lolling tongue 

hangs out of its mouth, but it can’t get cool. It rips at its 
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fur. Long claws tear out large clumps. It continues until 

a mass of fur lies at the water’s edge. I’m surprised to 

find the creature is a large golden cat. 

 

The cat runs back to the cave. It skids to a halt when it 

sees me. An ominous rumbling comes from its stomach 

and my hands sweat with fear. 

 

It eyes me suspiciously. I put my hands into my back 

pocket and pull out the bar of chocolate. 

   ‘Would you like something to eat?’ I ask, carefully 

removing the wrapper. The chocolate is sticking to my 

hot hands. The cat comes closer and sniffs. It is 

interested in the chocolate. I move backwards. The cat 

follows. Its rasping tongue reaches for the chocolate on 

my hands.  

 

   ‘You can have this if you follow me to the oasis.’ I say, 

and run to the water. ‘Now, stand in the water and keep 

still.’  
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The cat obeys and I wipe my hands over its short fur. 

Chocolate from my palms and fingers are dotted over 

the animal. It licks away happily and starts purring.  

 

When all the chocolate is gone, I notice it has stained 

the cat’s fur with dark, patchy spots. The cat sees its 

reflection in the water. It turns this way and that, 

admiring its new coat. 

   ‘I’ve got spots,’ it says. ‘I’m the first ever spotted 

leopard!’ 

 

My feet tingle in my slippers. It’s time to return home 

and leave the leopard with his golden coat and new 

spots. 

 

Word count approx. 540 (including the title) 

 

*** 
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The exercise of ‘Think of ten things…’ can 

create an endless variety of words and 

consequently an unlimited supply of material 

for creating stories and poems. 

 

They may end up wacky, strange, scary, 

poetic, colourful, fancy and unbelievable, but 

that’s the point. It’s helping your writing to be 

creative and original! 
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Often there are times when you are busy 

minding your own business, and then out of 

the blue something pops into your head. 

 

‘Oh! I’ll remember that!’ you say.  

 

There are times when you will, but there’ll be 

other frustrating moments when the thought 

disappears like a wisp of smoke. 

 

Bother! It was a really good snippet! 

5 

Think you’ve got 

a good memory? 
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This usually happens to me at night, after I 

have turned the light off. 

 

I try to convince myself that I will remember it 

in the morning. However, experience has 

proved that when I awake, my ‘brilliant’ 

thought has gone forever. 
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So, hard as it is, I ping the light back on, grab 

my trusty pencil and paper that I keep near my 

bedside light and scribble a few words down – 

just enough to remind me where my thoughts 

were at that moment in time. 

 

I’ve been known to have a ‘eureka’ moment in 

the early hours of the morning and resorted 

to writing a few words down in the dark. When 

I read it back in the morning, the words are all 

over the place, but the system works. 

 

The only problem with this jotting down is that 

I accumulate many scraps of paper littering my 

desk.  

 

This is where a jottings book becomes a 

valuable piece of equipment.  
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If I don’t have time to copy out all the snippets 

from the scraps of paper, then I glue them in! 

It’s better than losing an idea that might 

become a best seller! 
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6 

Polishing 

(but not your mum’s furniture) 
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If it’s not polishing your mum’s furniture then 

what is it? 

 

It’s checking and refining your writing. 

 

Here’s a list: 

 Read through your writing  

 Check spelling 

 Check word repetition 

 Check punctuation 

 Check grammar 

 Check the tense is consistent 

    (past, present, future etc.) 

 Are any words missing? 

 

 

Oh! There is also something else… read on! 
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Do you talk to yourself? NO! Well you should! 

 

It is madness not to talk to yourself.  

 

A writer needs to lose any inhibitions about 

doing this, because the best way to check your 

work is to read it out aloud!  

 

Warning! If you are behind closed doors and 

reading your work out aloud, others might 

hear you talking to yourself and think you are 

mad. This is one of the risks of creative 

writing! 

7 

Talking to yourself 

is not madness! 
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So, just be prepared for any odd or 

sympathetic looks. 
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There are wonderful times when you feel ideas 

and inspiration pouring out, and you can’t get 

them written down fast enough.  

 

That’s when creative writing feels AMAZING! 

 

However, there will also be times when 

nothing seems to happen. You sit there, ready 

waiting for… something. You’re not quite sure 

what, but hopefully it will arrive soon. 

 

8 

When you need  

a holiday 
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You wait a bit longer, but no, nothing is 

happening.  

 

This is when it’s time to have a little holiday. 
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Take a break from your writing. Go and do 

something else.  

 

Keep your senses alert and notice things– but 

most importantly – HAVE FUN! 

 

Then, come back from your break, refreshed 

and ready to go! 

 

Ask yourself: 

 

 Did you do something on your writing 

break that would make an interesting 

story? 

 

 Or, was there something really boring 

that you, as a writer, can make exciting 

and full of adventure?  
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For example: 

 

Perhaps you lost a sock. Well, who took it?  

A goblin? A fairy? An alien? Your 

sister? Your dog? 

 

Why did they take it?  

To wear it? To eat it? To get you into 

trouble? 

 

If neither of these suggestions work, then try 

the ‘Think of ten things’ creative writing 

exercise on p. 13. 

 

Write down crazy words, go wild and see what 

kind of journey your imagination will take you 

on! 
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Soon, you will find your creative writing 

adventures are flowing once more. 
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The big day has arrived! You’ve written a 

brilliant story; you’ve polished it and you’ve 

read it out aloud to yourself. 

 

It’s finished and you are feeling somewhat 

pleased with yourself.  

 

Who will be the first person to read it? 

 

Hmm! Will they like it?  

 

What if they don’t like it? 

9 

Ready to fly  

or drop like a stone? 
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You start to feel nervous. You begin to wonder 

if what you have written is any good! 

 

DON’T WORRY!  

 

Feeling anxious about your crafted piece of 

writing is quite normal. 

 

What you have to ask yourself is: 
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Are you ready to fly or drop like a stone? 

 

What do I mean by that question? 

 

Being ready to fly means – as a writer, that 

you realise there will come a time when you 

will want to let your work go into the big wide 

world. 

 

Believe me; this can be very hard to do. 

 

Now, dropping like a stone is the opposite.  

 

You want to let your work go, but you are 

afraid in case people dislike what you have 

written.  
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Nobody likes to find out their work has been 

criticized by somebody else. It hurts. 

 

In terms of your self-confidence, one bad 

review can undo ten good ones. 

 

It’s fantastic when you receive a glowing 

review, but how do you deal with a bad one? 

 

The main thing to understand is that the other 

person is commenting on the writing as they 

see it. It is down to their personal 

interpretation. This can be based on many 

things, such as: 

 their age  

 their experience  

 their view of the world  

 their preferred writing genres 
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If they have commented in a way that helps 

you to improve a piece of writing, then look at 

it in a positive way – they have helped you to 

become a better writer. 

 

Turn it into your advantage. Let it prepare 

you to become the best writer you can be.  

 

You may feel you have dropped like a stone, 

but one day you will fly and soar above the 

clouds. 

 

When you do, it will be the most wonderful 

feeling! 

 

SO, WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR? 
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Get ready to fly! 
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Adjective – a word used to describe a noun 

 The red car 

 

Adverb – a word used to make a verb more specific. 

 He walked quickly. 

 

Alliteration – the repetition of letters or sounds next 

to or close to each other. 

Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled pepper. 

   

Assonance – a rhyming of vowel sounds. 

 The cat sat on the mat. 

 

Dictionary – a book that lists words alphabetically 

and explains their meaning. 

10 

Some useful words 
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Exclamation mark - ! This is used at the end of a 

sentence instead of a full stop to show a variety of 

emotions such as anger, disappointment, surprise, 

enthusiasm etc. 

 Wow! I don’t believe it! 

 

Grammar – the rules of a language. 

 

Homonyms – a word with the same spelling or 

pronunciation as another word but has a different 

meaning. 

 Rows 

 He rows the boat. 

 The theatre has rows of seats. 

 

Homophones – words that have the same sound but a 

different spelling and meaning. 

 You are not allowed to do that! 

 You must read your writing aloud! 

  

Metaphor – using words in an imaginative way so 

that it means something else. 

 Your eyes are the sun lighting up my life. 
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Noun – a word that refers to a place, a person or a 

thing (a naming word). 

 Car, boat, dog, London, woman, gift 

 

Paragraph – a section of writing that begins on a new 

line. 

 

Pronoun – a word that replaces a noun to refer to 

someone or something already mentioned. 

 Angela James is writing. She is very busy. 

 

Poetry – ways of using spoken or written language in 

an imaginative way that is not prose. Verses may or 

may not rhyme and there are specific structures for 

certain types of poems. 

 

Prose – ordinary spoken or written language. 

 

Punctuation – marks that are used to separate 

sentences or to help make the meaning clear. 

 “I don’t want any more chocolate!” she said. 
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Question mark - ? This is used at the end of a sentence 

to show it is a question. 

 “Why don’t you want any more chocolate?” 

she asked. 

 

Quotation marks (also called inverted commas) – 

They are used to indicate speech or a quotation.  

 ‘We can use single inverted commas’ or 

 “We can use double inverted commas.”  

 

Simile – a word or phrase that is used to compare 

something against something else. 

 Her fur coat was soft like a cat. 

 

Synonym – a word that can be used to replace another 

word. 

 The dog ran across the road. 

 The dog sped across the road. 

 

Thesaurus – a very useful book that contains plenty of 

synonyms to make your writing more interesting. 
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Verb – a word that shows an action (a doing word). 

 The man was eating his breakfast, but his  

 daughter was skipping in the garden. 
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Finally, if you have enjoyed this beginner’s 

guide to creative writing, tell your friends, 

their parents, your relatives, your schools and 

anyone else you may happen to know. 

 

Let them know it’s FREE from my website: 

 

www.angelajamesauthor.co.uk 

 

Spread the word and let’s 

get writing! 

11 

Now, over to you 
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