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As the UK heads to lockdown – PW will keep going!
Dear Families,
Welcome back – I am sure it wasn’t the most usual of breaks but I hope that you had some
time to switch off from school. I know that the children and staff definitely needed a break after
such a busy half term back in ‘real’ school.
Last half term was very positive at PW – we are constantly adapting our systems and ensuring
that as much of what we would normally do keeps going (maybe in slightly different ways). We
are proud that all bubbles remained open and attendance was 97%. We understand this may
change over the term but are prepared for remote learning if it is needed.
Families reported that the ‘Zoom’ parents/carers evening went well. We know we lost a bit of
the personal touch, but many liked not having to wait in school or talking from the comfort of
the sofa! I hope it helped you to get a good idea of how your child has settled into school.
We appointed our new ‘Head Squad and Prefects’ from Year 6. They all had to complete a
rigorous interview process and are already doing a great job of helping me run the school. It
was lovely to see their families ‘ Zoom’ into assembly to watch their proud moment!
This week we have held ‘Pupil Progress meetings’ where we have safely met with all year
groups to discuss how the children are doing and any gaps in learning. It is great to hear that
so many pupils have just picked up where they left off and are doing so well.
As the UK heads into a second lockdown today, we are pleased that Pinner Wood will remain
open. We have seen first-hand how much the children need to be in school – it is important for
their learning, well-being and futures. As always, we will take all the steps possible to keep our
community safe. We will work together and support each other as we work through this hugely
challenging time.
Miss Sarah Marriott

Welcome to our ‘Head Squad’ and Prefects
Welcome to our Head
Squad and Prefects –
well done on your
achievements!

Newsletter

November 2020

Show Stopping Endings
It was great to see so many exciting ways to end topics
happening throughout the school. Here is a taste….

November Dates
Monday 9th November – Individual
school photos.
Tuesday 17th November – Nasal Flu
Spray Immunisation

Year 5

Year 3
Year 6

The Competition is on‘Throw Yourself into Reading’
This week we launched a fabulous reading competition
at Pinner Wood, organised by Miss Thomas. Bubbles
will compete against each other (via reading) to win the
ultimate prize!
To win – you must read as much as possible; so happy
reading!
May the best readers win!

Digital Detox - Heads, Hearts and Hands
Reading

Important School Admissions
Information.
Children born between 1st
September 2016 and 31st August
2017 will need to apply for a place
in Reception. The closing date for
applications is:
Friday 15th January 2021

We are sorry!
Government Guidelines mean that after
school activities must stop during
lockdown.
After working so hard to get them up
and running we have had to cancel for
this term - we hope to have them back
soon. * The Den, Burrow and Sett
will still run.

Thinking of PW Sept 2021

Thank you if you took part in our half term
homework. There is still time - please
upload your documents to Seesaw.

If you or a family you know are thinking
of Pinner Wood for Nursery or
Reception 2021 please join us for our
virtual talks. Details can be found…
by clicking here
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Introducing ‘PW Birthday Bunch’
We are aware that children cannot celebrate their birthdays in the normal way. At the current time they
cannot see friends/families or have parties – this makes us sad!
So …we would like to introduce our ‘Birthday Bunch.’ Each half term we will run a special ‘Birthday
Golden time’ in each class. Children (and staff) who have had birthdays in that half term can come to
school in their own clothes (or party clothes).
They will work with their class teacher to choose some special games/activities for Golden time. We will
make a big fuss of their birthday and give them a special sticker to wear. We will sing happy birthday in
assembly that day.
We hope this small gesture brings some fun to the children. We will still mark birthdays on the actual day
as well. This is an optional activity – they do not have to take part. (Thanks to Mrs Ahmed (year 2) for the
idea)

Birthday Date

Birthday Range

Friday 13th November

From 1st September – 13th Nov 2020

Friday 11th December

14th Nov-31st December 2020

Friday 12th February

1ss January – 21st February 2021

Friday 26th March

22nd February – 18th April 2021

Friday 28th May

19th April – 6th June 2021

Friday 16th July (For all summer birthdays too)

7th June – 31st August 2021

Hello from our ‘Head Squad’

Angad (Head Boy) and Maya (Head Girl)

We have had a busy but exciting start to the term at Pinner Wood, with many new activities and learning skills.
The school has been set a competitive reading challenge that is going to be on a weekly basis throughout this half
term. We all have been enthusiastic towards this, since we have been told of the amazing prize of a circus skills
workshop (if our class wins)!
During the school day, our hardworking school councillors have succeeded in making decisions such as new
playground equipment and they have been collecting data on our class’ opinions. At the moment, we are still
having a packed school day and we are all working our socks off even though the rest of the world is in lockdown.
In addition we have been learning new, important and unique skill: Oracy. It is a subject that includes debating,
logical reasoning and talking. Oracy is now one of our pieces of homework that we do, as a school. In Mrs
Bretayne’s assembly we have been discussing black history month and researching in our own time about black
composers, scientists and actors/actresses.
Overall, we have had a magnificent week and are looking forward to a marvellous term ahead .
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Covid Corner - Keeping our PW Community Safe
Here is a run down of all Health and Safety and Covid updates this month. Some are new and some
repeated but I want to ensure everyone has the messages:

Pick Up/Drop Off
This is working well but there is still room for improvements. Please remember:
• Lockdown Rules – you should not be having contact with any other households at this time. Please
do not gather in groups around school.
• Timing - only turn up at your time slot – You have a 10 minute window - there is no need to be early
and queue! This keeps the lines moving and allows people to social distance.
• Please be on time, but not early or late! – we do not want families/children waiting around.
• Travel – we want to keep everyone safe. It is good to see so many families walking, cycling or
scooting to school to avoid traffic!
• Car users – DO NOT PARK/DRIVE ON THE PAVEMENT- this is extremely dangerous.
• Car users – DO NOT DROP OFF IN FRONT OF THE SCHOOL GATES – this blocks the road and is
hard for people who need to cross.
• Car users – DO NOT BLOCK DRIVEWAYS OR LEAVE CARS RUNNING outside people’s houses.
• Social Distance – keep 2m between you and the next family.
• One Way – please follow the one way system. DO NOT enter School via the exit – this makes it
unsafe for other families.
Face Coverings
Now we are in a lockdown situation and case numbers are high, we are asking you to wear a face
covering at pick up and drop off times.
Bags
We are trying to keep our corridors clear and reduce items being brought into school. Children are
keeping bags in the classroom.
Large bags should not be in school at this time. We are aware that children will take reading books to and
from school, have a water bottle and sometimes a lunchbox. Please can these be contained in a small
bag; either a book bag, plastic wallet or a small drawstring bag. This really helps to keep everyone safe.
I understand Key Stage 2 would not usually have a book bag – but these are exceptional times.
Clothing
We are trying to keep the school well-ventilated. Please ensure children are dressed appropriately – tshirts/ vests under their clothes. Key Stage 2 children wait outside to be collected - please ensure they
have a coat, especially suitable for wet weather! It always seems to rain at 3pm!
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Covid Corner- Keeping our PW Community Safe
Reporting
Please continue to contact us at office@pinnerwood.harrow.sch.uk or 0208 868 2468 and let us know if
your child or close family member is getting a test and then again with the results of the test
Testing
Testing has now increased locally. This week testing has been much quicker than the previous week in
Harrow. If your child or a family member has symptoms you must get tested. All tests need to be booked
but here is a link to Local Testing Link
Negative Test
If your child no longer has symptoms they can return to school. Please inform the office before they
return.

Positive Test
You MUST inform us ASAP so we can make plans. On a weekday in working hours 8.30 - 4.30pm please
call the office 0208 8682468
At weekends or out of working hours please email office@pinnerwood.harrow.sch.uk and mark the
subject POSITIVE TEST, please leave a contact number so that we can call you. In the case of a positive
result we would need to act quickly to protect everyone else so it is important we have this information as
soon as possible. Please note this e-mail will only be checked for test results and nothing else.
Remote Learning
If your child is needing to isolate we will set up remote learning for him/her. When you contact the school,
we will make a plan and share the details of what to expect with you. Please ensure you contact Mrs
Gilbert as soon as you know this is the case. Please note this is not an offer for one-off sick days illness
where a child should be resting or an alternative to a well child being at school. You will need evidence
that they are isolating.
Contacting the school
Please ensure all queries go through: Seesaw/Tapestry (to the class teacher); or any other enquires to
office@pinnerwood.harrow.sch.uk. We are not inviting parents into school at this time so please do not
just turn up expecting to see us. Thank you for your understanding.
The new guidance has come to school and we will be updating our risk assessment as soon as possible,
which can be viewed on the school website.

