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A Huge Welcome Back
Dear Families,
Welcome back to Pinner Wood – it is so nice to have everyone back in one place! To our new families
that have joined us this month – a very warm welcome and virtual hand shake/hug from the PW team!
We have been so impressed by how the children have returned to school – they have been settled and
the school is very calm. Thank you for all your efforts in getting them ready and preparing them for
what to expect. As always our pupils have risen to the new challenges - as we keep saying – it is the
same Pinner Wood just with lots extra safety measures in place.
Well done to our new families. It has not felt right (on both sides) not being able to welcome families
into school and asking you to wave your child off at the door on their very first day but they have been
brilliant – the classes are calm and the children are smiling and playing happily. Thank you for
supporting us with our new measures.
As always well done to the PW team; for getting everything up and ready, for embracing the ‘new
normal’ and for keeping the school so positive. As I have walked around this week (in a socially
distanced manner) it has been great to see the classrooms alive once again and pupils back in school
and learning. We are all feeling very proud of our school community.
I know there is still a wealth of questions and I hope to answer some of them in this newsletter.
Miss Sarah Marriott
.

WE NEED YOUR HELP

It is vital that we all work together to keep the CHILDEN SAFE and our school running
Everyone has a part to play and you MUST do your bit:
• Only arrive at your allocated time to pick up/drop off – DO NOT COME EARLY OR LATE
.
• SOCIALLY DISTANCE from other families when waiting to drop off/pick up - you must keep a
2m distance – this has not been happening… but MUST
• If your child has any symptoms, follow this guide and keep them away from school.
• Only one person to pick up/drop off
• Ensure you order a lunch in advance.
• Follow all the latest Government Guidance – at school and in your homes.
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.Pinner Wood Welcomes…
•
All new children and their families.
•
Miss Sophie Gray (Year 5 and Music Leader) – Sophie
trained at PW and was an excellent student. We have been
desperate for her to return! Three years later, she is back
and in Year 5.
•
Miss Hannah Sheldrake (Year 2) – Hannah graduated with
a first class degree in education – she was very popular with
the children during her interview and has already made a
great start to her time at PW.
•
Miss Ambika Sharpling (Reception) – Not a new face but
Ambika qualified with us last year and has made an
excellent start as Holly class teacher.
•
Miss Fitore Bikliqi – Fitore worked as a TA at PW before
graduating from her PGCE last year – an excellent teacher –
we are glad to see her back at PW as Maple class teacher.
•
Mr Rob Morris (Year 3) and Miss Christine Meek (Year 1)
– our Canadian trained duo and covering maternity at PW
this year. Both are excellent teachers and we are glad they
have joined our team.
Support Staff
• Mrs Agneta Marsh (Nursery) – we are delighted to welcome
Agneta, a former manager of a popular nursery, to our
Nursery team. She will also be running our breakfast club –
we feel very privileged she is working at PW.
• Miss Hannah Irwin (Year 5) Miss Chloe Thomas
(Reception), Miss Alysha Khan (Year 2) – three graduates
with an interest in teaching. Between them they have degrees
in Traditional Music, Costume Design and Linguistics – we are
proud to have these highly skilled women join our team.
Changes
• Miss Jane Baker is leading EYFS this year (maternity cover)
• Mrs Gemma Palmer is leading Upper Key Stage 2 (maternity
cover)
• Mrs Romenna Ahmed is completing her teaching training in
Year 2 Cedar alongside Miss Munroe.
Goodbye
Mrs Marilyn Bessel who decided to retire at the end of last term.
After 20+ years in our Key Stage 1 team and as Breakfast Club
manager – she will be missed. We wish her well.
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Dates for your Diary
VIRTUAL PARENT/CARER
CONSULTATION MEETINGS
Wednesday 7th October and
Thursday 8th October.
HALF TERM
Monday 26th October to Friday
30th October

News
Congratulations to Miss Loake
(Assistant Head) who is
expecting her second baby.
She will start her maternity
leave early next year.

PE Reminder
Children can come to school in PE
kit on PE days. Please wear
trainers and no jewellry.
‘Kevins’ (Uniform provider) are now
selling house colour sweatshirts for
PE – these look great!
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Remote Learning at Pinner Wood
We are currently putting in plans to update our remote learning offer – this will include homework and plans
for online learning - in case of self-isolation and local lockdowns.
DB Primary has served us well but it is time to move to something new. Year 1 – Year 6 will be moving to
use SEE SAW as we feel this meets our current needs. The pupils enjoy using this in class and it has lots
of features that we like.
EYFS pupils will use Tapestry and the team will introduce this to you soon.
We will be changing our weekly homework offer, focusing on basic skills learning and more creative project
learning which is a direct result of the success we had with our Facebook community last term and also
links better to what we are doing in class.
More details of all of this and new passwords will be sent out next week. Homework will start on Monday
21st September

SURVEY
To get this right for all learners, we would like to know about your child’s access to IT devices at home.
Please fill in this very short survey for each child. The results will be confidential but will help us to tweak
our offer to ensure it is right for our community. Please click on your child’s year group to be redirected to
the survey:
Nursery
Year 2
Year 5
Reception
Year 3
Year 6
Year 1
Year 4

Here We Are
We have got back to learning with a trip around our planet - all pupils
have been taking their
.
learning from ‘Here we are: Notes for Living on Planet Earth’ by Oliver Jeffers. There has been lots
of exciting learning happening throughout the school. Here are some examples:
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Our Response to COVID – your questions answered…
Thank you for taking the time to fill in our return to school survey. I know there are so
many questions but hope as you have seen us in action, some have been answered.
Here is our response…

Question?

Response

How will we maintain social distancing in school?

In Primary Schools the guidance states that it is more
about minimising contact between people. To do this
the children are in separate bubbles.
We recognise that young children cannot social
distance and will play together.
Adults in school are socially distancing from each
other.
We are also strongly asking parents to socially
distance when around the school.

Will classes stay in class bubbles?

We wanted to start small and keep pupils in class
bubbles.
This is a good way for the teachers to really get to
know the pupils in their class.
We will continue to review this and may eventually
move to year group bubbles and return to ability
groups.

Will we go back to ability groups? Mixing in year
groups?

What happens at playtimes/lunchtimes?

Pupils play/eat/socialise in class bubbles.
All school timetables have been adjusted so that
timings are staggered and bubbles do not mix.

What are pupils learning? How are teachers catering
for all needs in the class?

Teachers are spending time getting to know the
needs of the learners in the class, who has
accelerated and those that have gaps. They are
.
planning the taught curriculum accordingly.
We are spending time focusing on well-being and
physical activity.
Learning is differentiated in the class to suit the
needs of everyone.
All classes have a member of our support team who
will work with groups within the bubble.
More details of our strategy can be found in our ‘No
Child misses out’ document on our website.

How can I contact the school?

We are not allowing parents into school at this
current time but you can e-mail us through:
office@pinnerwood.harrow.sch.uk
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Our Response to COVID – your questions answered…

Question?

Response

. How can I contact the teacher?

We recognise that families would like to contact the
teachers, so we are planning an early parents/
carers meeting early next month – details to follow.

What do I do if my child is ill?

Please keep them at home. If they have any
symptoms of COVID they must get a test and NOT
return to school until the results are back. We have
a handy guide on out website here and have also
attached it to this newsletter.

What happens if my child is ill at school?

We will call you and you must collect ASAP.
If they have COVID symptoms – we will sit them in
an isolated room (and monitor them) until they can
be collected.
Please be aware we are having to be overly
cautious with this at the moment to keep everyone
safe.
A few pupils have developed colds this week, as we
have all returned to school, but any COVID
symptoms must be tested.

How do I get a test?

Call 119 and book at test.
This week we understand it has been difficult to
access local testing – we are told that you must
keep ringing until a slot becomes available.
I have reported the shortfall in local testing to
Harrow Public Health and they are aware of the
situation.
.
Cleaning happens every day.
A deep clean happens on a Friday when the school
is empty.
A cleaner comes in at mid day to clean all high
touch areas and toilets.
Tables are cleaned before and after lunch.
Further details are on our risk assessment – on the
website.

How is the school cleaned?

Is there sanitiser?

Wall mounted sanitiser stations have been placed
around the school and outside classrooms.
Sanitizer is also in classrooms.
Children from Year 1 up are welcome to bring their
own in a named bottle to keep on their desk.
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Our Response to COVID – your questions answered…
Question?

Response

.
What
is the uniform policy?

Our full uniform policy is back and being enforced.
Pupils can wear PE kit on PE days to school – please wear trainers (not
plimsolls) and we now have new house coloured tracksuit tops, if you
wish to purchase /wear.

Will homework be back?

Homework will start on Monday 21st September (Year 1 up). We are
changing the way this works – details will be sent next week.

Can we bring back hot meals?

Like you, we are keen to see hot meals back on the menu.

We have started with cold lunch as it is easiest and safest to manage in
class bubbles but this is a temporary measure as we get started.
We will be exploring options with Maria (our Chef) and Pabulum and
keep you updated.
Is ASC running?

Our wrap around care 7.30am to 6pm is running. The children are split
into three smaller groups. Please contact the office if you would like a
space.

Will clubs be back?

We are missing our clubs. However we want to keep pupils as safe as
possible and maintain the bubble system.
There will be no clubs this term but we plan to review after half term.

Will we celebrate birthdays? Can
we still bring in gifts for the class?

We love birthdays at PW and will make a fuss of your child – we have
birthday stickers in class. However, due to current guidance you will not
be able to bring in treats/gifts for the class at this point. We cannot
. sad by this too but need to
quarantine all items brought in – we are
keep as safe as possible.

Finally
As you can imagine, this is huge logistical operation. Our priority is keeping our school as safe as
possible. We cannot eliminate all risk but can offer the safest environment by sticking to these
measures. Ultimately, we want pupils back in school and learning – as this is so important to their
development and well-being.
This is new to us all and we are all learning as we go through. I will continue to communicate with
you as things move forward and report any changes that are made. Thank you for all your support.
and work with us.

