Newsletter
Monday 6th July 2020

The planning for September has started!
Dear Families,
It has been a settled week at PW, as everyone gets used to this new routine. We have about a third of
pupils back across the school. The pupils in school are doing well and they are enjoying being back,
but it is not the same without everyone. The Government announced last week that we can plan for a
full return in September – this is good news! We are very busy making plans – we will share before the
end of term.
A few updates:
The Small School
A reminder that this provision will finish on Friday 10th July to allow us to run some ‘face to face’
sessions.
New to Nursery/Reception 2020
Due to the current situation, we are unable to run our usual welcome programme for our new friends.
This is disappointing, but we are trying to spread our PW warmth in other ways, We are full for
September and will be welcoming families virtually. The EYFS team have made some useful videos
and we will be holding ‘virtual meetings’ this week. Thanks to our EYFS team for their hard work and
our families for their understanding with these different arrangements.
Face to face Sessions - Years 2,3 and 4
These will take place new week. Full details can be found in the letter sent out on Friday 26th June.
End of Term Gifts
Due to current restrictions, we are trying to limit objects brought in and out of school. Therefore,
teachers will not be able to provide children with end of term gifts in the normal way. I know they are
feeling sad about this but they are in the process of putting together year group videos. We hope these
bring a smile! Some families have asked if they can bring in gifts for teachers. We have looked into a
‘safe way’ of doing this so will put a table in the playground for pupils to put any gifts on. We will then
put in ‘quarantine’ before handing out. Please note this is never a requirement and we are not
expecting anything – especially through these challenging times! A few people have asked so I thought
I would address it here. If you do bring a gift, please mark it clearly with who it is for and your child’s
name.
Reading Books
Some families will have PW reading books and library books. These were given out when we very
wrongly thought this would be a short term thing! Please can we ask that you have a good look at
home and bring back any books to school. From Monday 13th July we will put a postbox at our gates –
please could you post your books back. They will then be put ‘in quarantine’ over the summer. We are
concerned that £1000s of stock has been given out and we cannot afford to replace them. Thanks in
advance for this.
Many Thanks
Sarah Marriott
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Last Week’s Hopes and Dreams Challenge
We have loved hearing, seeing and reading your hopes and dreams for the future – please keep posting
them.

Next Week’s Challenge - ‘Filling a Bucket’
This week Miss Marriott shared a Pinner Wood favourite story ‘ Have you filled a Bucket Today?’
in our Virtual Friday Assembly.
It is about being responsible for your actions and spreading kindness to others.
We would like to know whose bucket you have filled this week and how you have done it.
Please share your thoughts as pictures, words or video clips – we would love to hear them.
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Diversity at Pinner Wood
At Pinner Wood we are very proud of our diverse community. We welcome pupils from a range of ethnic
backgrounds. We strive to ensure that every child feels valued and has the tools and opportunities to
achieve.
We recognise that nationally this topic is high on the agenda and rightly so. As a large school, welcoming
many families from black and ethnic communities, we want to ensure that we are getting it right.
Over the last few weeks we have reflected on that individual commitment to all in the context of the BLM
movement. We have had and will continue open dialogues with all of our staff, reviewing what we do and
looking at ways that we can continue to improve our offer to ensure that our curriculum and ethos is
representative of our community.
We recognise the many positive things we already do with regards to equality and inclusion, but want to
work even more closely with all voices in the school community by (in the first instance):
• Ensuring our literacy on offer represents people from all cultures, including BAME groups.
• Updating our toys (especially in Early Years) to ensure they represent our pupils, for example we have
ordered more dolls with different skin colours.
• Looking at our topics to ensure we represent people from all cultures and backgrounds - for example;
studying more historical figures from the BAME community.
In time (once we are back) we would like to invite pupils and families to engage in our discussion. We
believe in open discussions to support our approach, This is important in all areas of the school.
We have noticed some children discussing this issue and families are asking how they can best support
their children to understand. Our Educational Psychologist has given us a useful resource that can be
found on our website. https://pinnerwood.harrow.sch.uk/equality/

Summer Funweeks
We can now confirm that Funweeks, our
holiday play scheme, will be running at Pinner
Wood over the school holidays. Details can be
found here https://www.funweeks.co.uk/
Please note this is a private company and not
run by the school. They have procedures in
place to meet current Government Guidance –
please take a look at the policies on their
website.

Learning at Home
This week will be the penultimate week of
home learning before the holidays on DB and
Tapestry.
Next week we will be setting a topic based
learning project as something a bit different to
end the term!
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Pinner Wood Facebook Group - PWS

As you are aware, last term we started a Pinner Wood Facebook Page. This will continue for
this half term. We would not normally use Facebook to promote learning at Pinner Wood but it
is the easiest site for us to share what we have been doing with our families.
Our Facebook Rules:
•
Facebook is for 13 years and over – this is for parents but we hope you share the content
with your children. We will not accept requests from pupils.
•
It is a private, closed group – please request if you would like to join by following the link:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/596043770991648/
•
We cannot guarantee that everyone is a parent of PWS but are asking you not to share
this link outside of our community so we can keep it to Pinner Wood People.
•
We can use this group to share ideas. We will set up some weekly questions/challenges
on a Monday and if you want to, please respond.
•
We will use some of the photos posted for newsletters/assemblies – please let me know if
you do not wish your photos to be used for this purpose.
•
On Friday –we share a weekly ‘celebration’ on-line with you all.
•
Please DO NOT use the groups to comment about the work set and/or school businesssuch queries should be directed through DB Primary or office@pinnerwood.harrow,sch.uk
and not shared as a group.
•
This group is just temporary and will be closed at the end of this term.
•

We hope it is a useful and positive way to keep our community together.

Summer Reading Challenge
Summer Reading
Challenge

.
Please look at the website
above to join this year’s
Summer Reading
Challenge – we would love
to hear how you get on!

