Newsletter

Update – Week 2 – 30th March 2020

Getting Used to a new kind of ‘Normal.’
Dear Parent/Carers,
Well done on getting through the first week! I am not sure if I am ever going to get used to this new world
but we must try to continue to look for the light. I am sure that you are discovering things that work for you
and your family. I have learnt a lot during this last week and thought I would share some of the things that
have worked (I am not an expert and you will have other ideas).
• ‘One day a time’ - I am teaching myself to take one day at a time. I am a ‘planner’ by nature but this
approach is not working during these times- if I think of the long term, I send myself crazy! I am learning
to think ‘today I will get us through Monday etc and then tomorrow think of Tuesday.
• Home school learning - is a lot harder than even I imagined, and I am trying to ‘teach’ a strong willed
three year old. When I am at home with her, I have found it best to do a bit of learning, then a bit of play/
crafts and build this through the day. Please try to get the on-line learning done but please don’t worry if
you can’t get to all of it. Down time/ family time is so important too.
• Finding a routine - my daughter is an early bird - so ‘online’ activities work best for us (and the Internet
connection is better) at 8am – I think you have to find a pattern that works for your family.
• Family time - We are making the most of all of this new ‘family time.’ We have done things that we
rarely do in normal circumstances. For example; On Saturday we turned our lounge into a ‘cinema’ and
had a family movie night complete with popcorn! It has been said that this time will eventually pass and
our children won’t remember our fears, but the lovely things we did as a family – I am trying to hold onto
that thought.
• We have an amazing PW community. Thank you to our amazing staff – who are keeping our school
running both on-site and ‘virtually’, Not just our teachers but our site staff, cleaners, cooks and support
team.
• I am enjoying the Power of Facebook – I am not usually a ‘sharer’ but am finding PWS very inspiring –
thank you to everyone who has joined and shared your ideas. It is making us smile and keeping our
community together.
Miss Sarah Marriott Last Week’s Challenge – what have you done to make you feel better?

Thank you so much for everyone who shared what they had been up to last week. A lot of you were
making rainbows to go in your windows. Remember, it is not too late if you still want to post yours.
Here are a few examples that were shared on our PWS Facebook page:
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This Week’s Challenge- ‘Story Land’
This Week’s Question – If you could be a book character – who would

you be and why?
Please take time to discuss as a family and if you wish, post your answers on
our Facebook page.
Story Land Activities - We would love you to think about your favourite book and
find a way to share this with us – you could take a photo of yourselves/ family
reading it, draw your favorite characters or make/design a scene from the story.
You could re-write it or create your own version – whatever you decide to do, if
you can please share – we would love to see them.
Story Challenge – Each week Miss Margrave (our fabulous English Leader) is
going to set a story challenge - this week is a ‘Journey Tale’. She is explaining it
in the video found here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ORRF0aLWUpI&app=desktop. If you are able to
draw/write your own and please share it with us.
Please note these are our optional challenges - in addition to home learning.
Good Luck

Pinner Wood News Corner

Congratulations to Mrs Fran Heritage and her husband, who had a beautiful baby boy last
Wednesday – all are doing well.
Congratulations to Mr Dan Leigh (our IT technician) who got married on Monday (One of the last
weddings in the UK – for a while!)
Congratulations to Miss Hannah Copas (Year 6) who is expecting a baby boy in August.
Goodbye (for now) to Mr Rob Morris, who due to the virus, has returned to his family in Canada.
We wish him well and hope he can return to PW when this is over.
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Pinner Wood Routine
We are finding our feet in this new world and making tweaks as we go. We are aiming to ensure that
challenging learning is set, but there is a balance between academic and down time. Of course we want
learning to continue but my biggest concern at this time is the well-being of families and staff. I know that
all children’s needs are different (in terms of ability, access to resources, time) and we are trying to cater
for you all. Here is a rough plan of our week:

Day

Activity

Notes

Monday

Newsletters
On-line
learning

Head teacher Newsletter sent out
Year group Newsletter sent out and work set on DB Primary.
PW weekly challenges set in HT newsletter and Facebook.

Tuesday Thursday

Learning

On-line learning tasks set each day on DB Primary and Tapestry.

MondayFriday

Facebook

Please share any work that you have completed to our Facebook site.

Thursday

Curriculum
Review

Teachers on our curriculum team meet to review learning.

Friday

Reflective
Reviews

All work complete and children to complete a reflective review to send to
their teacher.

By following
Monday

Teacher
Reviews

Teachers give feedback to pupils on their learning for the week.

Friday

Celebrations

Celebration assembly and certificates posted on Facebook site

By Friday
9am

Skeleton
School

PW ‘skeleton school’ (Key Workers and Vulnerable Pupils) please sign up by
9am the week before stating the days and times. Please send requests to:
office@pinnerwood.harrow.sch.uk This way we have time to staff
accordingly.

Contact - Teachers will be in touch with pupils via DB or Tapestry- if they have not heard from a child in
two weeks – we will call to check everything is ok. If your child/ family is sick and cannot do the learning –
please tell us via DB.
Easter – Next week would be the Easter break. Our ‘skeleton school’ will remain open (including Bank
Holidays.) However, teaching advisors have told us not to set on-line learning during this time - to give both
pupils and staff a rest. Instead, we will share optional tasks and a range of websites, if you want something
to do. These will be sent out at the end of this week.
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Pinner Wood Facebook Group - PWS
We have started up a Pinner Wood Facebook page. We would not normally use
Facebook to promote learning at Pinner Wood but it is the easiest site for us to share
what we have been doing with our families.
Our Facebook Rules:
• Facebook is for 13 years and over – this is for parents but we hope you share the
content with your children. We will not accept requests from pupils.
• It is a private, closed group – please request if you would like to join by following
the link: https://www.facebook.com/groups/596043770991648/
• We cannot guarantee that everyone is a parent of PWS but are asking you not to
share this link outside of our community so we can keep it to Pinner Wood
people.
• We can use this group to share ideas. We will set up some weekly questions on a
Monday and if you want to, please respond.
• On Friday we complete a weekly ‘celebration’ on-line with you all.
• Please DO NOT use the group to comment about the work set and/or school
business - such queries should be directed through DB Primary or
office@pinnerwood.harrow,sch.uk and not shared to the group.
• This group is just temporary and will be closed once ‘normal business’ resumes.
• We hope it is a useful and positive way to keep our community together.
Stay safe – keep well
These are uncertain and worrying times. We know that some of our staff’s families
have been directly impacted by the virus and are sending them all of our thoughts.
We hope that you and your family are staying safe and following all the Government
advice to stay home. Thank you to all our families who are key workers and keeping
our society running.
Remember we are open at Pinner Wood for key worker/ vulnerable children. It is
emergency childcare and the advice is, if you can, keep your child at home.
Stay safe everyone.

