Newsletter
Monday 27th April

How is it going?
Dear Parents/ Carers,
I hope that you are well and keeping safe as we complete another week in lockdown.
We would like to wish all our families celebrating Ramadan this month - ‘Ramadan Mubarak.’ I am sure
that it is a very different experience than usual, not being able to get together with extended families,
members of your community or attending the Mosque. Our thoughts are with you and wishing your
families safe and well during this important Holy month.
Last week, we relaunched our Pinner Wood Virtual School. It is always hard to ensure that we meet
the needs of all families as everyone's current situation will be different. We have tried to find a ‘middle
ground’ that everyone can access. We have never had to work virtually before so are learning many
things along the way. We have had some feedback and some common questions have been raised.
On the next page – I have tried to address some of your queries.
Our teachers are in the process of calling every family in the school. The feedback so far has been
very positive, with staff and families alike enjoying the opportunity to make contact. Remember, this is
a supportive call and may come from a withheld number. We hope to complete these calls this week.
Last week, we held ‘virtual’ staff meetings for both our teaching team and support staff. As you are
aware, we are not seeing everyone together at the moment; so a lovely opportunity to get together and
share all PW business. It was also just nice to see everyone's faces – even if was on screens for now!
Thank you to everyone who is contributing to our Facebook page. It is proving a lovely way to keep in
touch and share some wonderful PW things – please keep this going. Our theme this week is Science!
Stay safe and keep well.
Miss Marriott

Good News Corner
The first round of primary applications came out over Easter. We are
pleased to say that we had 411 applications for PW (one of the
highest in Harrow). We are full for September and have a waiting list.
Future families get the chance to write a comment. Many said it was
the good things that they had heard about PW from families and
friends that made them apply – thank you for your recommendations.
We look forward to welcoming our new PW children.
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This Week’s Additional Challenges- All About Maths
Thank you to everyone who took part in this challenge. Miss Patel definitely got us all thinking with the
challenges set! Here are some of the great PW maths that was happening.

This Week’s Challenge – Super Science.
Miss Khan has set a range of fun science experiments that can be done at home. They are attached to
this newsletter and on our Facebook page. You might want to try or have your own – please post your
results – we can’t wait to see them!

Free School Meals
If you have signed up for your child to receive Free
School Meals (this does not include Key Stage 1
and reception free lunches), you should be
receiving vouchers that you can put towards your
shopping. These are issued weekly. If you have
not heard from us and are entitled to this please
contact us office@pinnerwood.harrow.sch.uk
We know many family situations have changed so
if your child is eligible you can sign up by going to
the website below. We heard last week that the
criteria for qualifying has changed slightly to make
it easier to apply. If you think you may be eligible
please take a look at..

https://pps.lgfl.org.uk/

Pinner Wood Website
So as not to bombard you with e-mails we
have put all resources in one place.
https://pinnerwood.harrow.sch.uk/lockdownacti
vities

Support
We are still here for you.
A member of SLT is always on site.
Mrs Bennett (our learning mentor) and
Michelle (our play therapist) our each
working days at PW. Please get in touch if
you need us by e-mailing
office@pinnerwood.harrow.sch.uk
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Pinner Wood’s Virtual School
Our Aim:
We know that family situations will vary considerably and learning will not be the same as it is at school for
many pupils. One size does not fit all so we have tried to go for a best fit approach.
Understandably, many of you are concerned about your children’s progress and whether they may fall
behind. I would like to stress that in the current situation the academic progress of the children is not the
first priority. Every child across the country, and indeed across the world, will be in a similar position as
they will not be getting the school experience they are used to. Home schooling alongside other caring
responsibilities and working from home is a huge challenge – and one that will be slightly different in every
household and at different times during this period of uncertainty. The emotional and mental health of your
children and therefore your mental health has to come above academic learning- we are all aware of this
at Pinner Wood and if at any time your children are not able to complete the suggested Home Learning
please be assured that this is not an issue. When the children return to school, the teachers will pick up
from where they are in their learning. They will assess each child carefully and plan accordingly rather
than jump straight to the next set of learning. This is what teachers do all the time – they are highly skilled
at doing this and they will work together to take your child on from where they are.

Current Queries:
I feel
overwhelmed with
all the learning we
get on a Monday?

We set tasks on Monday so that you can manage your time throughout the week.
You do not have to do them all at once – do what you can.
Find a timetable that works for you
. and your child.
If you can’t do everything – basic skills should take priority – reading, writing, maths
and phonics.
We will continue to review the tasks and can cut down if it is generally felt it is too
much in some year groups.

Can the deadline
be extended? (to
include the
weekend)

We have agreed that tasks will stay ‘live’ until the following Monday morning, then
will be removed.
Tasks/review need to be completed by Thursday evening (or in exceptional
circumstances Friday at 3pm to be reviewed by the teachers.
Children can complete them at the weekend – this still has value- but they will not
be reviewed.
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Pinner Wood’s Virtual School
Current Queries continued…
Can the teachers
do live video
lessons?

We don’t have any intentions to introduce ‘live video’ lessons. It is not
recommended by teaching bodies due to safeguarding concerns. Also we want to
give families the flexibility to tackle the learning in a style and timing that suits
them. Additionally, not all our children will have access to a laptop for their
exclusive use so we don’t want to add extra stress to families. We understand
children like seeing teachers so have introduced videos on DB year group pages and
on our Facebook page.

Can I have the
tasks in advance to
prepare for the
week/day?

Yes, we will now change our routine so learning tasks will appear on DB Primary on
a Sunday evening.
Also the class newsletter will be sent on a Friday.
Please DO NOT feel you have to do the work over the weekend but parents have
said that this will help them get ready for Monday.

How long should
my child be
spending on
learning?

Every child/family situation will be different. Some children are better at working
independently and others will need more support.
We are doing the same learning in our PW small school and on average are giving
the children two hours of learning per day. One in the morning and one in the
afternoon.
Some families like to get learning done in the morning and leave the afternoon free.
.

When I am at home and learning with my 3 year old (nursery) I try and do 3 x 20
minutes learning tasks throughout the day and a lot of learning through play.
Please find a structure that works for you and your families- we understand that
some days will work better than others!
Will we still get my
child’s report?

As well as planning and setting the learning, the teachers are currently writing your
child's report. This will be based on their learning up to when school closed. We are
still set to send these out in July.

Can my child
access the forums?

Some children (especially those in upper years) like to use the forums to chat to
their friends. We have seen many popping up. Teachers do oversee these but it is
impossible to keep track of all of them. Please can we ask that you keep track of
your child and if anything that they are uncomfortable with comes up – tell them to
blow the whistle and/or e-mail their teacher.
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Pinner Wood Facebook Group - PWS
As you are aware we have started a Pinner Wood Facebook Page. We would not
normally use Facebook to promote learning at Pinner Wood but it is the easiest site
for us to share what we have been doing with our families.
Our Facebook Rules:
• Facebook is for 13years and over – this is for parents but we hope you share the
content with your children. We will not accept requests from pupils.
• It is a private, closed group – please request if you would like to join by following
the link https://www.facebook.com/groups/596043770991648
• We cannot guarantee that everyone is a parent of PWS but are asking you not to
share this link outside of our community so we can keep it to Pinner Wood People.
• We can use this group to share ideas. We will set up some weekly questions on a
Monday and if you want to, please respond.
• On Friday –we share a weekly ‘celebration’ on-line with you all.
• Please DO NOT use the groups to comment about the work set and/or school
business- such queries should be directed through DB Primary or
office@pinnerwood.harrow,sch.uk and not shared as a group.
• This group is just temporary and will be closed once ‘normal business’ resumes.
• We hope it is a useful and positive way to keep our community together.

Thank you
I want to end by saying thank you. Our teachers are always brilliant but
sometimes other members of our community can go unnoticed.
This week I want to say thanks to Carl and Adam (our site team), our
Cleaners, Maria our cook and Karen Southgate/ Sharon Ede in our office –
who are all on site everyday and keeping the school running so smoothly!
We would not manage without you.

