
N EW S L E T T E R

It’s our park. 
Shouldn’t we 
have a say in 
its future?
Welcome to the Spring 2021 Newsletter. And a warm welcome to our 
many new members.  In this edition you’ll find a re-cap of the events 
that have led us to the current situation; the sudden, surprising and 
senseless closure of the golf course. We’ll also dissect the Council’s  
latest update, look at what’s happening in the Ancient Woodland and 
look at a few apps that could enhance the time you spend in Whitewebbs. 



April 2019 The Council decided to start a marketing operation for the  
Whitewebbs Golf Course 

July 2019 the Council posted an A4 poster in the park announcing that 
the Park, not just the golf course, was being marketed with a 25-year lease.  
Marketing material was produced and adverts placed in trade journals  
offering a 25-year lease on Whitewebbs Golf Course and “Adjacent Land” 
(This turned out to be the 140 acres of ancient woodland) 

The adverts suggested that the site might be suitable for landscaping  with 
up to 200,000 cu metres of inert material (roughly any old building waste). 
Following a challenge this was changed to soil.  200,000 cu metres is about 
17,000 20-ton lorry loads. Much concern expressed. 

Public meeting called, Friends of Whitewebbs formed with 160-plus members. 
Attendance at Council meetings of the Green Belt Forum to protest in large 
numbers. Assurances given about full consultation with “stakeholders”, proper 
monitoring of the leases, access to the park. We actively recruited stakeholders 
from environmental and interest groups. 

Petition to the Council organised.  Big response -- more than meeting the 
Council’s threshold for a representative to address  a council meeting. 

At the full Council Meeting we had a very good turnout, perhaps a little  
noisy but our presentation was heard. We were assured that stakeholder  
groups would be consulted after the shortlisting stage. Criteria for  
assessment of bids  were revised. Assurances given on access 

COVID: Everything slowed down. A shortlist was due in April 2020 and has 
yet to be produced. After the end of the first lockdown the park and the golf 
course were exceedingly busy. 50% increase in golf rounds and 80% increase 
in revenue. The bidding process is kept secret and is conducted by officers. 
Occasional assurances that the process is continuing and that we will hear 
shortly. 

December 2020 / January 2021 Borough wide consultation on the future of 
parks – the “Blue and Green strategy.  Friends of Whitewebbs made a full and 
detailed submission. We were told that nothing would be decided until the 
consultation was complete. 

March 2021 We received a copy of a council document recommending that 
the golf course be closed immediately. This just before the end of lockdown. 
The course could be expected to bring in £200,000-300,000 pounds in 
cash revenue over the next 5 to 6 months. Isn’t Enfield Council short of money? 

March 15: Official announcement that the golf course will not reopen 

You are now up to date. 

There is plenty more information on the whitewebbspark.org.uk website and 
through the Walking in Whitewebbs Facebook page. Other Enfield Facebook 
pages are contributing information. 

The story so far...

http://whitewebbspark.org.uk


Essentially we still don’t really know. The Council  was due to identify the 6  shortlisted bidders in April 2020. 
At that point the “Stakeholders” would have been consulted and Officers would identify a “preferred” bidder for 
the Council to consider.  There would then be an “information” session for the public. 

We are having to rely on clues from  Council documents. 

We have had an assurance that  access to the park using all footpaths  (rights of way, permissive and informal) will 
be maintained save for necessary maintenance periods. 

SO WHAT’S  
HAPPENING NOW?

The latest source of information is a document  dated 10th 
March 2021 under Mark Bradbury’s name (the Director of 
Property and Economy). 

The document has several confusions and factual errors but 
the meat of it is that he recommends that the Golf Course 
not be re-opened at the end of this lockdown period. 

“6. Following a two phased marketing process, 6 bids were received and  
evaluated. The evaluation process identified a clear highest scoring bid which 
most closely met the Council’s requirements.”   

This appears to suggest that the shortlist has been made 
and a preferred bidder identified. If so, this is  not in 
accord with the agreed consultation procedure with park 

“stakeholders”.  Identification of the preferred bidder 
should have included Chase ward councillors as observers.  
This has not happened.

7. Shortly following the evaluation process the implications of managing the 
Global COVID19 Pandemic meant that the priorities of both the Council 
and many of the bidders changed and progression of the marketing process 
was deferred. At this stage one of the bids was withdrawn.

8.  Officers have recently been able to progress the evaluation process and it is 
expected that an announcement regarding next steps should be made shortly.

10. Closing the course whilst this is finalised will reduce ongoing operational 
losses.There are many courses in Enfield and the surrounding area, many of 
which willwelcome new members and players. Pay and play golf is available 
at both Crews Hill and Trent Park courses.

How does closing the course to reduce operational costs 
when closure takes place at the period of peak income 
work? This is like closing Hamleys Toy Store for the two 
months before Christmas.

While there are other golf courses last year demonstrated  
that there was not the capacity to meet demand. Golfers  
reported great difficulty in obtaining a playing slot.  
Private courses put their prices up, Whitewebbs did not  

but raised its income  by selling more of its premium 
priced slots.

Based on last year’s post lockdown figures the course 
can expect to generate £200,000 to £300,000 plus of  
real cash in-come from April to October this year. More 
than enough to pay running costs and to make a sizable  
dent in the other over-heads the council chooses to  
assign to the course.

The full text of the statement can be read here, together 
with a point by point commentary. 

https://whitewebbspark.org.uk/point-by-point-response-
to-golf-course-closure-proposal/

https://whitewebbspark.org.uk/point-by-point-response-to-golf-course-closure-proposal/
https://whitewebbspark.org.uk/point-by-point-response-to-golf-course-closure-proposal/


A STATEMENT ANNOUNCING  THAT THE 

GOLF COURSE WOULD NOT BE RE-OPENED 

WAS ISSUED ON THE 15TH MARCH.  

Quick comments 

This is contested — much depends on  
how the Council calculates overheads,  
depreciation and the share of central costs. 

Last year’s figures suggest that there will 
be a cash income April to October of 
£200,000 to £300,000.  Costs will not 
appreciably reduce as a result of closure in 
that period.

There is not adequate provision  
elsewhere. Demand last year was very high 
and difficult to satisfy. This will be even 
more so this year.

This decision was to market the course not 
close it

The concern is not about landfill but about 
major landscaping potential.

For a more detailed analysis of the closure statement visit 
https://www.friendsofwhitewebbs.org.uk/future

OUR PRINCIPAL CONCERN IS THAT THIS IMPORTANT DECISION HAS BEEN 
MADE WITHOUT ANY CONSULTATION AND IN THE CONTEXT OF THIS YEAR 
MAKES ABSOLUTELY NO FINANCIAL SENSE WHATSOEVER.

https://www.friendsofwhitewebbs.org.uk/future


Pressure on the Park  
Meeting with a Parks Officer 

All park users in Whitewebbs, Enfield London and the 
country will be aware of the enormous pressure that the 
pandemic and the lock-downs have placed upon our parks.

 A piece about this was posted on Walking in Whitewebbs a 
few weeks ago as an open letter to councillors. 

The issue was raised at the online parks forum and was  
followed up with the Parks Officer.  

We had a “walk and talk” session with a parks officer  
touring the golf course and the woodland. 

We made a number of  suggestions as to what could 
be done to spread the load of visitors throughout the 
park and ease congestion points—these included path  
improvements, signage, drainage of muddy areas,  
tidying up picnic and walking areas, identifying play  
areas, marked circular  walking routes and dispersed seating  
provision in the area of the café. 

Friends  have already offered to help with some of these 
projects. We are awaiting the Council’s response. 

We are going ahead with route marking and activity sheets  
appropriate to the season. Covid regs permitting we plan 
to run a number of small events which should include kite 
flying, bat detection evenings and exploration trails. 

The purpose is to encourage visitors to explore the 
park and the woodland in an environmentally friendly  
manner. Many other parks will be undertaking similar  
activities appropriate to their location and  environment. 

It is believed that the Fairy Doors are undergoing  
regeneration and will  be ready for Easter. This has been a 
very popular community activity and has encouraged  small 
children and their families to explore deeper into our 
woodland.  The Whitewebbs woofers and walkers Facebook 
page seems to be well informed about fairy door activity 

The Council’s Blue and Green  (waterways and open spaces) strategy  consultation 

A copy of the Friends of Whitewebbs submission can be seen here:   
https://whitewebbspark.org.uk/enfield-blue-and-green-strategy-2021-consultation/ 

Using your smart phone to explore Whitewebbs 
A number of apps can be recommended— the first concerns safety. Should you  
have an accident in any woodland or open space what3words is useful in pinpointing 
your position for the emergency services. 

Exploring nature 

Google lens is used for identifying all sorts of objects—it is not too bad with leaves and 
butterflies, far from perfect but useful. 

If you  want to identify birds through their song then BirdNet is  pretty good. Again not 
perfect but it tells you if it is not sure. 

My current favourite is Seek  by iNaturalist, well worth trying out 

There are all sorts of bat detection devices, some of which work with smartphones  
There are simple inexpensive ones and there are the more sophisticated ones which 
provide a lot of information. Covid rules permitting we will organise some bat  
detection sessions around dusk as the evenings get warmer.

A Screen shot from Seek—identifies plants and 
animals, records a photo and location and  
provides  a lot of information.

https://whitewebbspark.org.uk/enfield-blue-and-green-strategy-2021-consultation/


When they ask 
for your vote, 
ask them what 
they’ll do with 
theirs.
There are some elections this May, with Council 

by-elections in Chase and Southbury wards and 

votes for the London Mayor and Assembly. That 

means the all parties will be knocking on doors 

and asking for your support. It’s your opportunity 

to ask them what they’ll do to support our efforts 

to protect Whitewebbs Park. So ask them all how 

they’ll use their votes and their voices to help. 


