
The Future of Whitewebbs Park 

1. The Council wants to lease out the whole of Whitewebbs Park—Golf course and ancient 

woodland to a commercial developer.  The principal aim is to generate income for the 

borough. 

2. The prospectus  says that  public access is to be maintained  but  leaves it to the devel-

oper to  generate creative ideas. There is no commitment to  a golf course nor is there a 

definition of “access” 

3. The Golf Course makes a relatively small operating loss but unlike most  golf courses  it 

does not get income from  a bar, restaurant and function room. 

4. The woodland  more or less looks after itself—benign neglect for the most part. 

5. All golf courses are struggling—the only ways to make money are to use the  landfill (or 

“landscaping” ) method or sell  land for housing.  No recreational activities are likely to 

generate  high income on this site. It is too far from Enfield’s population centre. With a 

25 year lease only short term  projects will  attract investors. 

6. The woodland cannot  generate income without it being destroyed in a 25 year period.  

Management is very long term for this type of  woodland. 

What we can do: 

As individuals: 

1. Email your ward councillors to express you r concern. 

2. Even better, ask specific questions in your email. 

3. Contact everyone you know on social media and get them to  put pressure 

on council members. 

4. If you are in an organisation that is concerned with traffic, pollution, the en-

vironment, protection of the Green Belt, wildlife protection, preservation of  

natural space for our children and grandchildren, get your organisation to  

join in and make its concern known 

5. Write to newspapers, TV and radio. 

6. Make it clear which alternate proposals you support. 

What organisations can do: 

1. Make sure that their members know what is happening. 

2. Advise members on action. 

3. Contact the council members and officers—organisations  are in a stronger position 

to obtain access to the decision makers 

A public meeting  has been arranged at 

Whitewebbs Golf Club, Beggars Hollow, Enfield 

On:  Saturday 2nd November 

Time: 2.00—4.00  

More information - www.whitewebbspark.org.uk 



Possible futures 

The advertisements  in the business press have highlighted the potential to use  

150,000 to 200,000 cu metres of “inert material”  - (building site waste) on the land 

for “landscaping” purposes.  There is a huge profit to be made by the developer  by 

doing this. Inert material  has been changed to “soil” but there are many definitions 

of soil. 

The quantities  involved are enormous— about 17,500  20 tonne  truckloads. Think 

of those on our roads.—Whitewebbs Lane and Clay Hill. (+ the return journey!) 

Who is going to check that each of these trucks does not contain asbestos, chemical 

pollutants, general waste and anything else that  unscrupulous people want rid of? 

We do not know  upon what criteria bids are being assessed, we do not know  what 

the terms of the lease are.  In a very few years the councillors and officers who 

signed  the deals will have moved on. Who will be accountable if and when  things 

go wrong? 

Publicity states that there will be protection for the “Community” Access will be 

maintained. This is not defined, promises are vague. The leaseholder will  decide on 

parking charges, maintenance of paths, access for the disabled ………….. 

There are alternatives: 

A Future 

Let us look at Whitewebbs Park as a whole. It is part of the arc of greenbelt from Hilly Fields 

through to Forty Hall. 

It has about 140 acres of oak and hornbeam woodland, unique in the borough. It has a public 

golf course with a dedicated team running it. There are 25,000 rounds of golf played every 

year but it makes a fairly small annual loss. It has a Toby Carvery which presumably pays rent 

and rates, it has  a small mobile café that pays £10,000 a year rent. For planning reasons the 

size and nature of the café  has been kept as small as possible, on a  very short lease. 

Whitewebbs also has a Private Golf Club for members only in an old building , on a very short 

lease. 

One proposal: 

Encourage an enthusiastic and experienced café operator to set up a good quality café at 

Beggars Hollow with a range of facilities for  current and future park users— golfers, muddy 

booted  walkers , dog owners with their dogs,  cyclists, horse riders. 

Allow the operator a good long lease (20 years?) so that  investment in facilities can be made 

and an income earned. No operator can  afford to provide  good facilities on a short lease. 

Make it part of the lease that community facilities be provided—a multi use community hall 

which could generate more business for the café throughout the year. 

The Council could then charge a much higher rent and this would offset the operating losses 

on the golf course.  

There are many examples of  successful  park cafes in London. 

Another 

Allow the Golf Course to continue, encouraging it to continue the efforts it is making to cover 

costs. It is a valuable asset to the health and wellbeing of the borough.  To finance improve-

ments to the golf course the Council could  use the “landscaping” route itself to generate 

income in a responsible way. 

A range of alternatives  will be  put forward for  consideration at the meeting.  If possible 

these will be published on www.whitewebbspark.org.uk 


