
 

KBC Ministry Reports 2020 

Introduction by Rev Tim Proudlove: 

Restore our fortunes, Lord, 
    like streams in the Negev. 
Those who sow with tears 
    will reap with songs of joy. 
Those who go out weeping, 
    carrying seed to sow, 
will return with songs of joy, 
    carrying sheaves with them. 
  (Psalm 126:4-6) 

   This has been a year of tears - the crisis 
of a pandemic; the difficulties of lockdown; 
families bereaved; jobs lost; financial 
struggles; holidays cancelled. Our Sunday 
mornings services have had to move on-
line. Many of the ministries folk are 
involved in have had to be cancelled. This 
has been a year to grieve and lament. 
   And yet, there have still been 
opportunities for sowing seed: sowing seed 
online in ways we never thought to do 
before; sowing seed at home with our 
families; sowing seed by blessing and 

helping our neighbours. And as you can 
see as you read these reports, some 
ministries have been busier than ever, 
trying to adapt, trying to keep serving in 
the midst of the ‘new normal’. They have 
been sowing in the midst of tears. 
   So let’s keep praying for one another, as 
we seek to sow in this time of crisis. Let’s 
bear with one another as we respond and 
react in different ways. Let’s still hope and 
believe that “those who go out weeping, 
carrying seed to sow, will return with songs 
of joy, carrying sheaves with them.” Let’s 
stay faithful to Jesus Christ. 

Crèche / Pre-School Sunday School 
report by Jane Scott and Ingrid 
Nicolson: 

This year the Sunday school and Creche 
teachers and volunteers have had an 
unexpected, but well deserved break. We 
have organised a couple of child focused 
services, with help from some of the Point 
volunteers and Worship team, as online 
services can be trickier for some of the 
peedie ones to engage with. We are now 
thinking ahead to Christmas services 
(which may be all or partially online) and 
children's engagement/involvement in 
these. Also Claudia has organised a couple 
of up and coming quiz events as a chance 
for the children and their families to get 
together and we set up a KBC Sunday 
school facebook page as a point of contact 
for parents and to share ideas and 
materials. I (Jane) am expecting a baby at 
the beginning of 2021, Helen O'Neil has 
kindly agreed to help me with running the 
Sunday School, so I am very grateful for 
her and our fantastic team of teachers and 
volunteers. Please continue to pray for our 
families, children and extended families at 
this difficult time when family support and 
companionship has been very limited.  

Thanks 
Jane and Ingrid xx 



Youth Work Report by Fraser Scott: 

 

Youth work has been very different this 
year due to the restrictions. Following the 
announcement of lockdown in March, it 
was decided that the Baptist Youth Groups 
of Kirkwall, Stromness and Westray would 
join together to better facilitate Online 
Youth Work. We met weekly on Zoom on a 
Friday but also hosted weekly bible studies 
on Facebook live on a Wednesday. We were, 
unfortunately, unable to go ahead with the 
Annual Spring Camp in Birsay or to go to 
the Summer Camp down south.  

After summer and with the lockdown 
restrictions lifted, we were able to start 
meeting up again outside. This required us 
to split the group in half and meet in two 
separate locations. As of September, we 
were then able to start to meet indoors at 
the church building with certain guidelines 
(social distancing, etc.) which we are still 
doing on a Friday. Before lockdown, we 
were meeting at the Seafarers Centre in 
Kirkwall but, unfortunately they have had 
to give up their lease of the building and so 
the room where we used to meet is no 
longer available. We are now meeting in the 
main hall of the church building. 

SupaClub Report by Claudia Proudlove: 

 

We (Helen O’Neil, Doreen Norris and 
Claudia Proudlove) continued with Supa 
Club last school year till lockdown. We had 
about 6 - 8 kids coming on a regular basis 
and it was a lovely group that knew each 
other well. Most kids came from a 
Christian background, but also a couple of 
kids from a non-Christian background. We 
used Scripture Union Material, focusing on 
bible stories, memory verses, prayer, games 
and crafts. Unfortunately, we had to stop 
Supa Club with the lockdown and also 
have not been able to restart it since 
because of the restrictions within the 
school. At this point we are unsure if and 
when Supa Club will start again.  

Summer Camp Report by Cameron 
Stout: 

 

There was no summer camp this year due 
to the Covid situation.  We are hoping to 
schedule a meeting before the end of the 
year to review plans for future camps.   



Asha Report by Michael & Rosey 
Whittles: 

“Who then is the faithful and wise servant 
whom the master has put in charge of the 
servants of his household to give them food 
at the proper time. It will be good for that 
servant whose master finds him doing so 
when he returns.”     (Matt 24:45/46)  
In the middle of a world-wide pandemic 
and with no resolution presently in sight, 
we yet acknowledge the sovereignty of our 
God and know that he is in control of all 
things.  

In Bangladesh there has been much 
difficulty caused by government 
restrictions and by loss of work 
opportunity. The poorer families of course 
have suffered the most and we have had to 
intervene throughout the last months with 
food relief parcels and other helps.  It has 
been a great joy to receive individual gifts 
from some of you to enable us to do this.  
Thank you to all who have contributed.  
And yet the situation continues!  
Our sponsored school children have mostly 
been unable to access schools since March 
this year- a period that, as I write, is now 
stretching to almost 8 months of inactivity. 
This is a dangerously long period of time 
and although some schools have organised 
online teaching, this has helped very few of 
our children. None of them have computers 
at home and some not even a phone. In 
addition the pressures are growing, 
especially on teenage girls, to abandon 

their education, to marry or to find 
permanent work.  
There is no immediate prospect of 
government schools re-opening yet - and 
even talk of waiting until January, 2021. I 
suspect, however, that as the winter comes 
the present low level of serious cases will 
surge, as it has done here, and further 
privations may result.  
We decided to re-open our Asha Coaching 
Centre in early October, with limited 
numbers invited. This has enabled the 
older girls an opportunity to come and 
access studies through our computers and 
has also given them much needed social 
time together. As in our own country, the 
isolation and the continuous worry over the 
situation is causing mental stress to many- 
and in Bangladesh this is greatly 
compounded by the poor and cramped 
living conditions our families have to 
endure.  

We shall be doing our best to continue 
helping and encouraging all those  who are 
depending on us at this time, and to do 
this we would be very grateful for your 
prayers:  
• for courage and determination for our 

girls and students  
• for a continuation in the present low rate 

of serious illness in Asha  
• for a continuation of the resources we 

need  - for the will and the wisdom for us 
to do what our God requires of us 

Mike and Rosey Whittles. 

 



Orkney Bible Festival Report by Mervyn 
Sandison: 

 

2020 has brought its challenges to the OBF 
committee as well as so many other 
groups. There was no Spring event and 
until well through the summer we were 
undecided about the main September 
Festival. 

We did decide to hold an online event with 
Mark Nixon as the speaker and we are very 
glad that we did. We were helped greatly 
with the technology by Lyndi Birss. 
Who knows what 2021 will bring but we 
would like to hold a Spring event again and 
later on in the year, Christopher Ash is 
booked to be our speaker. 
John Clancy retired from the Committee 
this year but we were delighted to welcome 
Ali Scott and Hazel McKinlay. 

Since we had no live meetings there were 
no plate offerings. We are grateful that we 
had sufficient reserves for this year's event 
and particular thanks must go to those 
who remembered us in their giving. 
Mervyn Sandison. 

Postal Bible School Report by Mervyn 
and Eileen Sandison: 

 

Orkney Postal Bible School is probably one 
of the few ministries which is unaffected by 
Covid-19! These are excellent resources for 
personal study, and for sharing with 
children/grandchildren, even more so in 
these days of restrictions. If anyone would 
like a sample lesson, please contact us and 
we will be happy to send you some. 
Each month we send out about 25 lessons 
throughout Orkney to people of all ages. 
We are, as ever, grateful to KBC for their 
ongoing financial support. Please pray that 
the lessons are helpful, and that others too 
may benefit from them. 
Eileen Sandison 

Orkney Christian Healing Report by 
Muriel Drever: 

 

Since lock down Orkney Christian Healing 
has been available by phone. This has 
taken the form of 'receptionists' passing on 
guests phone numbers to one of our OCH 
couples who then pray for the guest. There 
have been a few guests helped and 
encouraged. We will continue to be 
available this way for the foreseeable 
future. Thanks for your prayers. 

Muriel and Liz 



Orkney Foodbank Report by Alan Scott: 

 
These are interesting times for us just now. 
Having had a quieter summer after a very 
busy spring, we are seeing a significant 
increase in vouchers again. Larger families 
are quite common as are isles families. The 
latter brings its own challenges as parcels 
need to be at haulers much earlier than 
before.  So it’s good that Rhoda gives me 
advance warning of isles vouchers so that 
they can, if possible, be prepared in 
advance.  
Voucher figures for the period March to 
October are as follows: 
2020: 333 vouchers, 443 adults, 329 
children, giving a total of 772 people 
helped. 
2019: 241 vouchers, 291 adults, 180 
children, giving a total of 471 people 
helped. 

We continue to have a very good level of 
stock and are doubling up on a number of 
key items including soup, beans, tomatoes, 
pasta sauce, meat, fish, pasta and milk. 
The collection box at Tesco has been moved 
to the exit foyer and continues to be well 
used. Currently I empty it on Tuesdays and 
Rob Proudlove does it on Fridays.  Dounby 
is emptied by Hilary Mason and Stromness 
by Jeanie Molyneux. 
At present we still have a balance of 
around £1300 with Wilsons of Stromness 
which we draw down on regularly for 
shortages. Cash donations are still coming 
in and Cooke Aquaculture are donating 
£1000 of goods and £500 of toys. I will 
arrange with Sara this week regarding food 
we are looking for as we run up to 
Christmas. 
Tesco Annual collection takes place this 
week 19th, 20th and 21st November 
however we will not be providing volunteers 
this year and Tesco staff will look after the 
food donated. I will put on our facebook 
page items we could do with locally. 

We have been working with a small team of 
around ten volunteers over these past few 
months and I have been delighted by their 
willingness to do more than they were 
doing originally. A couple of others have 
indicated that they are happy to get 
involved again. 
I would like to consider going to at least a 
partial drop in collection in December for 
two reasons. (Referrals would still be 
mainly by email) 
1 To cut down on the number of deliveries 
2 To allow clients to choose Christmas 
gifts.  We have been gathering a lot of stuff 
for our Christmas Table and the £500 
worth of Toys from Cooke mentioned above 
will also be available. 
Finally I propose to do Christmas bags the 
same way as last year. That is using a 
specific picklist for Christmas and making 
up pretty much identical bags with clients 
getting 1 or 2 bags depending on family 
size. The only on the day additions we 
would make would be crackers and 
selection boxes. If I recall correctly, we 
initially made up 30 bags last year and had 
to make up around 20 more. I suggest that 
we need to make 50 initially this year and 
would hope to do this some evening during 
week beginning 23rd November. We had a 
number of different volunteers to do this 
last year and hopefully we can do the same 
this year. I have been stockpiling certain 
items for this over the past months. 

Alan Scott 

Vital Talk Report by Margaret Rendall:

 

Vital Talk has made many changes over the 
months since lockdown started. Very 
quickly, counsellors changed to provide 
counselling as video calls or phone-calls 
from their homes which necessitated new 
equipment being purchased to facilitate 
that. Most clients are very happy with the 



arrangement which means that clients 
don’t have to leave home and clients from 
the outer isles are especially glad not to 
travel. More recently, since the regulations 
changed, some clients can now being seen 
in person. 
The level of donations made to the service 
has dropped away markedly as clients can’t 
hand money to the counsellor. Thankfully 
our payments from KBC have remained 
steady. Our secretary, Karen Williams, has 
been applying for small grants and has 
done a walk to raise money for the service 
as you might have seen in the Orcadian.  
We have been setting up a nurture room at 
The Life Centre which for use by children 
from about 5 years and upwards where 
they can play as part of their therapy. At 
present, we have one child and youth 
counsellor, but another is currently 
training. 
We have had more people than usual 
approach us for counselling and we have 
taken on one extra counsellor and another 
is about to join us. There is still a small 
waiting list. 

We would appreciate  prayer for the 
following: 
• That counsellors would be encouraged 

and remain healthy and motivated 
• That funds would be forthcoming for all 

expenses to be paid to our volunteer 
counsellors 

• That the two counsellors completing a 
degree year would be able to manage all 
their commitments and enjoy their 
studies 

• That our service will be able to bring 
hope to many in the community at this 
difficult time. 

We thank God for: 
• The commitment of the volunteer 

counsellors and trustees 
• Some government grants to help us 

during the pandemic 
• Our Christian counsellors who carry 

God’s presence into the sessions 
• Positive feedback from clients 

Starter Packs Orkney report by Noreen 
Wright: 

 
Starter Packs Orkney 

With everything during Covid-19 our 
fundraising efforts stopped. We had a space 
booked at the Seafarers Mission but that is 
now closed. Our place in the Blue Door will 
be delayed by 6 months and as there is a 2 
year waiting list there I have no idea where 
we are in the waiting list for that. I had also 
applied to a fund that Lows Orkney 
administer but again that was halted due 
to Covid-19. 

At the moment our costs consist of buying 
new goods such as microwaves, duvets etc. 
We pay a percentage of the insurance for 
the foodbank which is worked out on how 
much square footage we have.  I have no 
idea what the future holds for the location 
of the foodbank and if and when they move 
we will be offered a place to store goods 
too. 

During 2019 we provided 49 people with 
goods. People needing Starter Packs go to 
the foodbank and see what is on offer and 
what they might need. A large proportion of 
the goods are donations such as curtains, 
dishes, and cutlery but as I previously 
mentioned we sometimes buy microwaves, 
kettles and duvets as these are best new. 

As you may know Starter Packs is a 
referral only service for people moving into 
a home where they have previously been 
classed as homeless or in homeless 
accommodation waiting on a permanent 
property. Homelessness can happen to 
anyone as a result of relationship or family 
breakdown, loss of job, fire or other natural 
disasters.  

A couple of years ago Starter Packs 
received a donation from our church but 
have not needed a donation since. I’m not 
sure what the situation will be next year as 
I know when the committee met last time 
we discussed fund raising to ensure we 



had enough for next year to allow us to 
continue. Orkney Islands Council give us a 
grant which covers just under half of the 
money we spend and we have seen the 
grant decrease each year.  

Noreen Wright 

St Rognvald’s Monthly Services Report 

 

Please pray that the Sunday services which 
have not been running since March would 
be able to start up again once the Covid 
restrictions have been eased and that KBC 
might have volunteers to help with a 
service each month. Please pray for the 
residents, especially when family and other 
visits are restricted. Pray too for the staff at 
St Rognvald’s- for health and safety and 
that those who are believers may find 
opportunities to share their faith. 

Street Pastors Report by Cameron Stout: 

 

Like most charities, our funding raising 
ability has been hit particularly hard this 
year.  We had a bucket drop at Tesco 
booked for the week-end after lock down 
which had to be cancelled.  We had hoped 
to have another one about now which is 
not possible. As we are not out on the 
streets, we are out of sight and are not 
receiving any small personal donations 
which normally keep the funds topped up. 
Administration and insurance costs are 
still payable even though income is 
minimal. 
Barry Cockerham our coordinator is not 
planning to start night time patrols in the 
current lock down rules.  However, he 
plans to resume patrols for Mad Friday 
18th December, Saturday 19th December 
and Hogmanay, volunteers permitting. 

With the pubs closing early there is not 
really anything useful that we can do 
bearing in mind the risks involved.  Barry 
is in constant touch with the Community 
Police Officer Simon Hay about happenings 
in Kirkwall and he will let us know when 
the Police consider that we could usefully 
provide them with assistance. 

Our records show that this year we have 
helped close to 500 people which includes 

· providing support for 59 people 
· calming the situation in 18 incidents 
· administering basic first aid to 11 people 
· helping people into taxis on 17 occasions 
· calling an ambulance to 2 incidents 
· bringing 5 incidents to the attention of the 
Police. 

On average each month we handed out 
· 260 lollipops as tension breakers 
· 20 pairs of flip-flops to people having 
difficulty in walking 
· 10 bottles of water 
· 3 survival blankets 



Young at Heart Memory Café Report by 
Lorna Reid: 

 
Young at Heart Memory café 

With the closure of the Memory Café just 
before lockdown we have tried to remain in 
contact with our lovely customers. Whilst 
some have p[assed away we have a few new 
folks ready to join us when we can safely 
re-open.  
During this period we have kept in touch 
with phone calls and by delivering gifts on 
a weekly or fortnightly basis. Gifts have 
included activities such as crafts and 
puzzles, home baking, items from Jan 
Gordon’s ‘Pretty Little Things’, flowers, 
magazine subscriptions and more recently 
a local IT business has kindly gifted a 
tablet and provided a second at cost price.  
Much of this has been possible due to 
grant funding through Life Changes Trust 
and a further two grants over lockdown. 
These grants have been an enormous 
blessing to us and those who we look to 
support. With one of the grants (which was 
not specific to dementia) we were able to 
include others in our community who 
found isolation difficult.  
Many of our customers like music and we 
have a small library of CD’s which we lend 
out. This library has been added to by 
Hannah Bown and Mike Whittles who have 
each recorded a CD specifically for our 
café. We hope customers will recognise and 
remember them from entertaining us from 
time to time.  
Sometimes all it takes to bring cheer and a 
smile is the ‘postie’ bringing something to 
let you know you are not alone and 
somebody cares.  The funding also enabled 
us to assist Crossroads, Age Concern and 
Befriending with activity distribution. We 
were delighted we could do this as these 
organisations helped us when we started 
out with no resources. Our Father has 
made it possible to reach others and show 
we care at a very challenging time for 

everyone. We are so thankful and give Him 
all the praise.  
We are uncertain when we can safely open 
again but until we do we pray that we can 
continue to support and stay connected to 
our ‘Friends’ both old and new.   
  

Alpha/ Discipleship Explored Report by 
Fraser Scott: 

 

 In January, Tim and Claudia ran an Alpha 
Course/Christianity Explored Course as a 
follow up after Christmas with six guests. 
In May we hosted an online Alpha Course 
over Zoom. Seven guests attended and 
remained on the course until the end. 
Given that the course was online, several 
guests were from out-with mainland 
Orkney. 
Since the course ended, we have supported 
those not yet connected with a church as 
they begin their journey as a Christian. 
This has proven to be difficult for those 
from out-with Orkney as many churches 
are not yet meeting. 
Once the Alpha course finished, we then 
hosted the Discipleship Explored course 
online through Zoom and invited those who 
had taken Alpha in January in order to 
continue their spiritual growth. 
We are looking to begin another online 
Alpha course in January 2021. This will be 
advertised during the Christmas services. 



Evangelism Group Report by Fraser 
Scott: 
 

 
The Monthly Evangelism Group was 
launched at the end of August with now 
around a dozen regular attenders. During 
the meeting we take time to do study on 
the topic of Evangelism taken from the 
Book “Questioning Evangelism” by Randy 
Newman. We share our experiences, pray, 
encourage and support one another in our 
individual connection with the community 
and chat about potential up and coming 
evangelistic events. 

“Good News for Everyone” Report by 
Rob Proudlove: 

 

“Good News for Everyone”: 
The new name for Gideons UK. The 
reasons for the change we can explain to 
anyone interested. The organisation is 
“open to men and women who love the 
Word of God and who just love the gospel” 
Our small group, Tony Bown, Mervyn 
Sandison, and myself continue to be 
supported by the larger Shetland branch, 
who also lead the schools work. 
We have been able to place ten Bibles, as 
well as provide packs of 25 “Hope 
Magazines” (an attractive presentation of 
John’s gospel), to Rev Gordon Jones for use 
in his chaplaincy work and to Alan Scott 
for distribution at the Foodbank. A couple 
of one to one contacts also received Hope 
Magazines. 
We pray that folk will be led to open these 
precious resources and meet the Saviour. 

Rob Proudlove 

NHS Chaplaincy Report by Rev. Gordon 
Jones, Chaplain & Spiritual Care Lead, 
NHS Orkney 

 

NHS Orkney is Scotland’s smallest 
territorial health board. The Balfour, which 
is our only hospital, is a magnificent 
building but, when the Coronavirus 
pandemic began, we were very much aware 
of the limitations of our accommodation: 48 
inpatient beds and just two ventilators. 

To reduce the risk of infection and 
contagion, all NHS staff who are able to 
work from home have been required to 
work from home. At the outbreak of the 
pandemic, my hours were increased to full-
time and I have been in The Balfour almost 
every day. Patients have experienced 
severely restricted visiting and I have been 
pleased to see them as requested on behalf 
of families or local ministers, to pass on 
messages and provide personal support. A 
Chaplaincy iPad is available for those who 
wish to make video calls to friends and 
loved ones. 

Despite relatively few Covid cases here, 
Covid-related stress has been significant. 
NHS staff have faced challenges including 
anxiety over the supply of face masks and 
other items of PPE (Personal Protective 
Equipment), potential moral injury as 
people are forced to choose between staying 
with and supporting family or working 
alongside their team, and rapid changes to 
work practices and protocols. There has 
been an increase in Chaplaincy staff 
support interactions. I have been readily 
available to staff on Mainland Orkney and, 
via telephone and video calls, to staff on 
the islands. Staff members have become far 



more aware of the availability of Spiritual 
Care support and the accessibility of the 
Chaplain. One staff member said that 
“Knowing that Chaplaincy support is 
available is, in itself, a support.” Covid has 
raised the profile of Chaplaincy and 
amplified an understanding of the absolute 
need for a Spiritual Care service within the 
NHS. 

Social distancing has meant considering 
new ways of working, including how to 
deliver training. I have developed and 
recorded my various training sessions and 
that content is now available to all 
members of NHS Orkney staff, at a time 
that suits them, on any suitable internet-
enabled device. This novel approach has 
attracted national interest, and the training 
videos are already being used by NHS 
Shetland. 

Separate to my NHS ministry, I have been 
humbled to be invited and appointed to 
serve as vice-chair by two different 
community groups: Vital Talk Orkney 
Counselling Service and the Kirkwall 
Council of Churches. 

This has been a demanding time and, like 
us all, I’m experiencing some fatigue. 
Challenges for me include the 
disappointments of being unable go out in 
person to support residents and staff in 
our care homes, being prevented from 
establishing the intended GP- surgery-
based volunteer-delivered community 
listening service, and not being able to 
gather for fellowship with my church home 
group. A number of things have helped to 
sustain me including the relative normality 
and routine of going to work, the inspiring 
tenacity of my amazing colleagues at NHS 
Orkney, seeing my wife and children each 
day, prayer and reflection on Scripture, 
and experiencing daily the breath-taking 
natural beauty of Orkney. 

If you would like to learn more about my 
Covid-period experiences as a healthcare 
chaplain, the video reflection I presented to 
this year's conference of the College of 
Healthcare Chaplains can be viewed online 
at www.vimeo.com/channels/chccvideo 

Please pray that I would receive sufficient 
wisdom and strength to serve faithfully in 
every context and situation. Please give 

thanks for opportunities to be useful locally 
and more widely. 

Revd Gordon Jones 

Christmas Events Team Report by 
Claudia Proudlove 

 

We had a super Christmas team last year 
(Sarah Finn, Amy Smith, Amy Berry, Helen 
O’Neil, Hannah Casey, Claudia Proudlove) 
and we were very thankful for God’s 
blessings on the Christmas events. We 
particularly were very thankful for the 
many visitors we had last year. At each 
service we had many guests, especially at 
the Carols by Candlelight, Pyjama 
Christmas and the Ceilidh. We offered an 
Alpha Course/Christianity Explored 
Course as a follow up and between 3 – 6 
people attended and we saw Sara and Luigi 
coming to faith, which has been a real joy 
to us.  
This year’s team (Hannah Casey, Helen 
O’Neil, Kate Brown, Fraser and Jane Scott, 
Lyndi Birss, Claudia Proudlove) are 
working very hard already on the 
Christmas events for this year. We are 
keeping nearly all of our services and 
events, but most of them will be online, 
though we hope to run “Christmas 
Unplugged” in the Church building at two 
different times to allow people to have a 
Christmas Service in the church.  

Please continue to pray! 
Phil. 1:3-5   I thank my God every time I 
remember you.  In all my prayers for all of 
you, I always pray with joy because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day 
until now…


