
Benefits for learners of CLIL: why is integrating content and language a good thing? 

1 CLIL learners are motivated 

Learning a subject through another language can also provide an extra incentive for the subject – a 

subject taught in another language may be more appealing to learners simply because they feel they 

are developing language skills along with the subject. Learners blossom and feel challenged because 

they are learning both a subject and a language. They develop a strong sense of achievement as they 

notice their rapid progress in their other language. 

2 CLIL learners’ brains work harder 

Cognitive learning theories suggest that people remember things more effectively if they are 

presented with more challenging tasks. Learning a subject through another language may broaden 

and deepen CLIL learners' understanding of subject concepts, their thinking skills and their creativity: 

their brains have to work harder when they learn through another language. CLIL learners may, 

therefore, be more likely to remember what they have learned - both the language and the content. 

3 CLIL learners develop communication skills 

The most obvious benefit of CLIL for learners is that their language skills and ability to communicate 

effectively improve. Through CLIL, learners develop an ability to understand a wide range of spoken 

and written language in both general and more specialised topics. They also learn to use the target 

language to achieve their communicative goal in a variety of situations, formal and informal 

specialised and general. 

4 CLIL learners' language progresses more 

Several second language learning theories suggest that CLIL helps learners to learn another language 

more efficiently than separate language lessons. These theories imply that CLIL learners will learn 

the language quickly and achieve a high level of proficiency: they will become fluent and accurate. In 

order to learn a language, you need to hear and read it, understand it, use it to speak and write in 

meaningful interactions and notice how the language is used in practice: this all happens in CLIL 

lessons.  

5 CLIL learners interact meaningfully 

Social constructivist theories of learning emphasis that learning is a social, dynamic process, and that 

learners learn when interacting with one another. Meaningful interaction is also important in CLIL. 

Learners who focus on communicating about the meaning of what they are learning are likely to be 

more effective language learners than those who concentrate mainly on grammatical accuracy. CLIL 

is, therefore, ideal for language acquisition because it provides meaningful interaction about both 

the content (meaning) needed for language acquisition and the language needed for subject 

development. 

6 CLIL learners learn to produce language 

Output theory argues that in order to learn a language, learners need to produce language, in other 

words to speak or write. When they speak and write, they can experiment, be creative and make 



mistakes, and in CLIL, when teachers encourage their learners to speak and write, this helps learners 

to become more proficient users of language. 

7 CLIL learners expand their understanding of other cultures 

Through CLIL, teachers help learners to develop intercultural awareness: they learn about ideas and 

communicate with people from other cultures. Learners can develop and explore different, 

international perspectives on the subjects they are learning. Materials in the target language may 

contain cultural information or attitudes which are new to the learners and the teachers. CLIL 

learners also often have experience of communicating with learners in other cultures – through 

exchanges or video conferencing or email projects, for example. 

8 CLIL learners are prepared for studying in another language 

CLIL learners are often very confident and fluent in their second language at the end of their school 

careers. An ability to communicate effectively in an additional language prepares learners for 

studying and working in countries where the language is used. For example, many higher education 

institutions offer courses completely in English to attract international students; international 

corporations often use English as their sole language of communication. 

 


