
The Henry Smith Fund – Shere  

This is an independent, local charity whose function is to provide financial help to people in need, 

who are resident in the civil parish of Shere. This encompasses Gomshall, Holmbury St Mary, 

Peaslake, Shere and a large part of Abinger Hammer. Henry Smith was an early philanthropist who 

died in 1626. He left a large sum to charity and in his will he decreed that, in 130 parishes, largely in 

the South East, individual charities be established to help the poor and Shere Parish was one of these. 

Out charity has been in existence since 1628.  

It has continued to operate since then although its “modus operandi” has evolved over the years. Up 

until fifty years ago its grants to the needy were given in the form of bags of coal. Now it operates in 

three ways:-  

1 It makes regular payments to some elderly residents whose sole source of income is the state 

pension. There are now very few of these.  

2 It funds essential items which cannot be afforded by the applicant. These include domestic items 

such as white goods, cookers, buggies and many others. It also includes services, for example, 

grants have been given for travelling costs, legal help, badly needed holidays, nursery school fees 

and psychiatric help.  

3 It provides help for local organisations such as nurseries.  

All the income is received from the main Henry Smith Charity, which incidentally makes grants to a 

wide range of charitable organisations, mainly medical, of £30,000,000 per year. We are not allowed 

to accrue funds and each year, before receiving our grant, we have to confirm that the previous year’s 

funds have been utilised. We are granted £12,000 each year and have the facility of an additional 

£5,000 if needed. We strive to be as flexible as possible in the way in which we operate. All our 

business is handled in a completely confidential manner. Potential applicants may contact the Clerk 

who is Mrs Kim Keeble on 07929 396533 or clerk.hsfs@gmail.com Alternatively people thought to 

be worthy of help may be referred to the Clerk and we will make the initial approach.  

  


