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Quick Reads: 
 
Thank you for joining us for some truly lovely, shared experiences at school this half term; we 
have loved being together again.  
 
Please be mindful of your posts and comments on social media.  In some cases these may 
have a negative impact on staff wellbeing.  

 
Dates: 
 
April 
WB 18th Shared Book Week: Perfectly Norman – celebrating difference/anti-bullying 
18th Bank Holiday  

19th Back to School       Mrs Voller’s Big Art Day  
20th SATS Information Workshop for Owl parents 9.15 Owls Classroom  

 

Dear Families  
 
We have enjoyed a very busy week together at school and are all ready for a well-earned rest.  
Thank you for joining us for our Mother’s Day crafts.  What a lovely afternoon in the sun eating 
cakes and making some beautiful arts and crafts.  I hope you enjoyed your time in school.   
 
Events on Friday were quickly followed by a wonderful service at St James’.  The children 
were amazing and charmed the congregation with their singing and reading.  Thank you to all 
of you who came along on Sunday morning; it was great to see you there. 
 
As I write, I have just got home from a great evening with Fox Cub families, who joined us for 
our Open Evening.  There was lots of lovely feedback about the setting and the wonderful 
environment the team have created.  I think we all appreciated the opportunity to talk about 
our youngest learners and hear about the way we teach and learn in Fox Cubs.  



None of this would happen without a dedicated group of teachers, support staff, office staff, 
caretakers, and lovely Laura in the kitchen.  Every member of the team is working flat out for 
the children at Shere School.  I thank each one of them for their dedication and teamwork. 
 

Social Media: 
In the past I have decided not to write about this issue 
in school newsletters because how people conduct 
themselves on social media should be up to the 
individual.  However, I must now raise my concerns 
about parent WhatsApp groups.  Some groups are 
becoming increasingly negative and personal about 
school staff which is having a detrimental impact on my 
colleagues’ mental health and wellbeing.  
 
This week I have been called several unmentionable 
names on a Facebook post, and other staff have 
suffered personal comments and criticism on 
WhatsApp.  I suspect that people believe that the 
person they comment about will never see the post, but 
what you say on social media is never truly private and 
most of the content comes back to the school. 
 
As I drove home today, I excused the comments, telling 
myself it’s just part of working in a school or being a 
leader.  But that shouldn’t really be the case – should it?  
No matter how long you do a job, personal comments 
are hurtful and damaging.  
 
I don’t want to ask for the groups to be closed but I 
would like to ask you to think very carefully about the 
content you share, especially about our school and our 
precious staff.  
 
If you have concerns, a constructive way to raise them 
is to come and talk to me.  I am at Shere every other 
week and have been since September.  We can’t 
respond to your worries if we don’t know about them.   

 

Sunshine and snow showers for Easter Pause Day: 
Our first Easter Pause Day was a great success.  Foxes and Hedgehogs met for a special 
assembly and talked about what comes to their mind when they think about Easter.  
Surprisingly there was very little about chocolate and lots about the Easter story, new 
beginnings, signs of spring and being together; what thoughtful children. 
 
As we listened to a story called ‘Everybody’s Welcome’, we broke bread together (some 
delicious brioche loaf was enjoyed) and thought about how we could make others feel 
welcome.  As I sent the children out to play it began to snow, which caused great excitement.  
 
At the Wilderness, Owls shared our Pause Day from afar.  They created a beautiful Easter 
nest and enjoyed a lovely rest in a glimmer of sunlight.  



 
 

Perfectly Norman: 
 

 

On our return to School after Easter, we 
will be sharing lots of learning activities 
based on the book ‘Perfectly Norman’.  
This lovely book is all about a little boy 
called Norman who one day grows a pair 
of wings.  To start with he loves his wings 
but gradually becomes self-conscious 
and tries to hide them.  He does this by 
wearing a big yellow coat – but then the 
coat becomes annoying.  He can’t go to 
parties because of his coat and having a 
bath is tricky.  Eventually Norman 
realises that it’s the coat and not the 
wings that are making him miserable.  So 
off comes the coat!  Norman decides 
that there is no such thing as perfectly 
normal, but he is perfectly Norman – 
which is just as it should be!  

 
On the first day of the new term (Tuesday 19th April), we will be sharing this story together in 
our assembly.  I will then have the pleasure of working with each class to create a huge pair 
of wings!  What a wonderful way to start our new term as we celebrate each other’s 
uniqueness.  



 
Finally, I just had to share this 

wonderful new product from Cath 
Kidston that I just know the children will 

love.  You can simply paint beautiful 
Cath Kidston floral directly on your 

walls!  Let me know how you get on with 

it       
  

 
Thank you all for a truly lovely Spring Term.  It has been a joy to spend time with the fabulous 
children at Shere and to share some of those experiences with you too.  
 
Have a lovely Easter break.  
 
Vicky 
Headteacher  
Newlands CofE School Federation 
head@shere.surrey.sch.uk  

 
Shere School Dates 

 

April 
WB 18th Shared Book Week: Perfectly Norman – celebrating difference/anti-bullying 
18th Bank Holiday  

19th Back to School       Mrs Voller’s Big Art Day  
20th SATS Information Workshop for Owl parents 9.15 Owls Classroom  
 

May  
WB: 2nd Year Two SATS continue throughout May – Good Luck lovely Owls  
5th Information Evening for new Fox families  
14th & 15th Clean for the Queen at Shere School  
26th International Biscuit Day and PTA biscuit sale.  
27th Inset day – school closed to all pupils  
30th Half Term  
 

June  
6th The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
10th Kings and Queens Dress Up Day! PTA Krispy Kreme Donut Sale 
10th Kings and Queens: A Night at the Parents’ Playground – Live Music Evening 
26h Shere Open Gardens  
 

July 
1st Inset Day – School closed to all pupils  
4th Inset Day – School closed to all pupils  
8th PTA Non-Uniform Day – Bring a Bottle  
15th Sports Day and 180th birthday party!  
16th Albury Village Show  
WB 18th Shere School 180th Birthday Celebrations  
22nd Last day of term – school finishes at 1.30pm  
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