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Hello from Hedgehogs 
 

Dear Families, 

A huge welcome to all of you from Team Hedgehog. I will send you this bulletin at the start of each 
term to give you a sneak peek into what lies ahead for your Hedgehog this term. As you already know, 
at Shere we follow a very child-focussed and child-led ethos so it’s impossible to say for sure which 
path we will travel down, but there are some basics that we will be engineering into our time together 
and I’ll try to give you a glimpse of that here and let you know what you can do at home to support the 
learning. Our focus, post covid, will be on narrowing the gaps in reading, writing and number work so 
these three activities will, wherever possible, be threaded through our learning in hedgehogs this year.  

Meet the teacher 

I am starting to get to know you all at pick up and drop off but would love to meet you all in slightly 
less chaotic circumstances (by ‘less chaotic’ I mean without the children!). On Tuesday morning next 
week (21st September) there will be an opportunity for you to come and meet me in the Hedgehogs 
classroom at 9.15am. I’ll go through everything I think you need to know, and you are free to fire away 
with questions for all of the bits I will inevitably have forgotten to cover! There will be teas and coffees 
available in the school hall immediately after drop off in the morning so feel free to have a chat with 
friends and I will come and get you as soon as the children are settled and sent off to their activity with 
Mrs Batlin. Please don’t worry if you cannot attend. I will circulate a document for you that covers 
everything we discuss and you are very welcome to email me or arrange to come and see me after 
school one day if you still have any questions. I do hope to see lots of you in the flesh on Tuesday! 

Getting to know each other 

The first half term is what I like to call ‘getting to know you’. It’s an opportunity for me to focus on the 
children as individuals, to find out what makes them tick, and what their individual challenges are. Of 
course, this is also the children’s opportunity to get to know me and the teaching assistants that also 
work in our classroom, and they are finding out for themselves what makes us proud (and what makes 
us less proud!). 

Year 1 is slightly more structured than YR, and becomes progressively more structured as we move 
through the year to provide a smooth transition into Y2. In the early days this means that the day very 
much reflects what the children are used to in Foxes, with a focus on learning new rules and routines. 
We start to wean the children onto slightly longer sessions sitting together for carpet games, learning 
to do tasks independently and learning how to make good choices in free choice time that are more 
focussed on specific learning in line with the curriculum. 
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For example, the children have been loving our new poppit 
game where children roll a die and ‘pop’ that number, but must 
then calculate what number they need to roll next to complete 
the line of 10. The winning player completes all of their lines 
first.  

What we are really doing is teaching number bonds to 10 and 
trying to get the children to quickly be able to recall the pairs of 
numbers without counting….but don’t tell them that! As far as 
they’re concerned, they’re just having fun. 

This is a great example of the way we teach. By stealth! 
Through fun. If your child comes home telling you they did no 
learning today we are winning! 

 

Maths 

In maths this term we will be focussing on a deep understanding of number. What does 6 mean? What 
can it look like? Can you spot it in your environment, on a die, as a pile of socks, on a clock? How can it 
be made in 2 or 3 or 4 parts? Where does it sit in the great scheme of things? How does it compare to 7 
or 4 or 10? Can you quickly recall the ‘bond’ numbers to make all of the numbers up to 10? And then to 
20?  

We start with ensuring that children have a deep understanding of numbers to 10 and then move into 
the really challenging territory of the teen numbers and learning what the value of each of the digits in 
a two-digit number really means (place value). Intertwined with this will be work with the concepts of 
addition and subtraction. We will start to investigate the symbols used in maths and begin to work 
with word problems – finding out how maths applies to real life.  

How can you help at home? 

Practice counting forwards and backwards starting from any number. First, perfect 0-10, then move 
on to 10-20, and then beyond. Don’t be tempted to rush. Over learning in small chunks builds 
confidence. A deep understanding of 10 is more valuable than being able to count to 100 by rote 
without being able to understand what the numbers really mean. 

Talk about numbers all of the time. Challenge your Hedgehog with number problems that apply to 
their every day life. Can you set the table? How many forks do we need? If daddy doesn’t eat tonight 
how many will we need then? I have two cakes and seven biscuits, how many do I have altogether? 
And so on.  

Time and money are more challenging concepts to cover within the school environment so building 
conversations and games around these two concepts at home is really valuable.   

Time: Start to talk about analogue clocks. Start with o’clock. Talk about the big hand, what it means 
when it points to 12. How long it takes for it to go full circle back to the 12 position. Set an alarm on 
your phone for a few minutes before each hour and then encourage your child to look at the clock on 
the hour and get used to reading the time to the hour. Don’t rush on – overlearn this before you 
attempt to move on to half past.  
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Money: Get a money box or purse and fill it with a few coins. Familiarise your child with the coins and 
play shopping games. Start with pennies, adding up in ones. Only move on to larger currencies like 2p 
once the 1p is securely understood. I always like to suggest a tuckbox or price stickers on puddings and 
treats so that your child has to find the correct money to pay for the treat – it’s very motivating! 

English 

In English we will be focussed on reading at your child’s level. Next week each child will bring home 5 
reading books and a diary for you to record your comments in. Please take some time to read the 
words and hints at the beginning of the diary to really understand the importance of supporting your 
child with their reading from home. Your child will have a ‘reading book day’. On this day they need to 
return any books that you want to swap and their reading diary – more details of this will be given at 
Tuesday’s meeting. 

This term we will be focussing on developing the children’s phonic awareness so that they have 
enough ‘sounds’ to be able to write phonologically plausible words and sentences. We refer to the 
sounds as ‘beans and sausages’.  Beans are single letter sounds like ‘a’ ‘t’ etc. Sausages are sounds that 
are made using more than one letter like ‘ee’ in ‘bee’ or ‘oa’ in goat. When we try to decode unfamiliar 
words, the first thing we do is ‘sausage spotting’ (I know, I’m sorry!) then we draw a line (a sausage) 
under those sounds. Then we draw dots (beans) under the single letter sounds. Doing this exercise 
helps children to start to quickly spot sounds like ‘oo’ in ‘moon’, rather than saying the sound ‘o’ twice. 
We are aiming for ‘m-oo-n’ not ‘m-o-o-n’. 

Spicy beans or sausages are letters that make a different sound to that which they would normally 
make. For example, the letter ‘y’ normally makes the sound you find at the beginning of ‘yoghurt’ but 
it can also make the sound ‘ee’ at the end of words like ‘funny’ or ‘tatty’. I use a zig-zag line under 
these sounds to identify them. Helping your child by pointing out spicy sounds in the word they are 
trying to decode will help them to search their brains for alternative sounds the letters could be 
making. 

c l o u d l  o  l  l  y 

  

How can you help at home? 

Read every day with your child and listen to them read to you every day. 

Play blending games. For example, give instructions such as ‘wiggle your m-ou-th’ so that your child 
has to blend the sounds together to ‘hear’ the whole word and then move the correct part of their 
body. Take turns so your child has to split words into their sounds. You can give them a clue and tell 
them how many sounds there are if they struggle. Becoming very familiar with hearing all of the 
sounds in words is key to their success in reading and writing.  

Practice reading words by drawing beans and sausages under the sounds to help isolate the sounds, 
then ask them to read them aloud and try to ‘hear’ the word by blending the sounds together. 
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Find real life reasons to write, and encourage the process of writing rather than worrying at this point 
about it being correct. Shopping lists, postcards, love notes, treasure hunts, labels – anything goes.  

Tell stories – make them up – usually the sillier the better. Try to build an understanding of the 
beginning, middle and end of narrative and enjoy composing stories together without the pressure of 
writing it.  

Dates to remember 
 
Monday:   PE Arrive in PE uniform including trainers. 
Thursday:   Forest School (FS) Arrive in FS uniform and waterproof trousers and coat. 
Every day:  Bring water bottle 
Reading book day:  Bring book bag with reading diary and any books you want to swap. 

There is no need to bring any clothes to change into on PE and FS days. The children will stay in their 
clothes all day. 

Contact Me 

One of the greatest joys for me this year is actually being able to see you all face to face! I am always 
here to help and support so please do feel free to email me on kmatthews@shere.surrey.sch.uk if 
there is anything I can help with. If you feel that a face-to-face meeting would help please email me in 
the first instance and I can let you know an afternoon that I am available for you to pop in for a chat. 

Have a fabulous weekend. 

Mrs Matthews 
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