
 
 

Dear Families 
 
Well, we’re really sorry that we had absolutely no  
control over the weather at all last week!  It was like 
winter again, which made for interesting Forest 
School sessions and outdoor assemblies!  It was 
‘blowing a hooley’ around the playgrounds, so the  
children had to secure all their precious paintings  
and artworks in our outdoor learning environments!  
But what a difference a few days makes… it has 
been delightful to see the sunshine again and feel 
the warmth.  Let’s hope that half term will bring forth 
the warmer days we all so need.  Fingers crossed! 
 
And as we come to the end of the first half of our 
summer term, we would like to say a huge well done 
and thank you to the children, families and staff.  It has been a busy time with everyone 
finding their routines and rhythms of some sort of ‘normal life’ again.  It has been wonderful 
to hear the children talk about seeing people they may not have seen for many months 
and to be able to have the freedom to play with their friends outside of the school 
environment.  
  

Forest School 
During summer 1, Forest School has been full of the joy 
of spring.  Across both schools we have enjoyed being at 
one with nature and finding different ways to express 
that.  The children have run, played, climbed, explored, 
gathered and connected with nature.  They have built 
shelters - both natural ones and using equipment.  They 
have identified flora, fauna, habitats and observed the 
environment around them.  We have used tools and the 
children have followed their natural curiosities in what 

they have made.  We have celebrated Bee 🐝 day and 

soon it is to be Mud day - I can’t wait!  The children have 
worked collaboratively, building trust in each other as 
well as independently, building upon skills they can take 
forward into adult life.  The children have made 
decisions, problem-solved and taken calculated risks; 
this will support them as they move into adulthood. 
 
Most of all, we’ve had fun - such fun!  Lots of laughter 
and smiles gently allowing us to build confidence and 
self-esteem in the children as well as the outdoors.  As a 
federation, we have such beautiful green spaces and it is a privilege that we can have 
such freedom together.  
 
Mrs Nat Williamson 
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Key Dates 

Half term           31st May – 4th June 

INSET day              Fri 25th June 

INSET day              Mon 28th June 

Shere sports day TBC 

Clandon sports day TBC 

Federation school trip TBC 

Last day of term       Wed 21st July 

1st day of autumn term   Fri 3rd Sept 
(for all except new Yr R in both schools) 



      
 

 
Thank you, thank you, thank you!     
Both Shere and Clandon have sent out requests for help - for time, equipment and hard 
work.  The response has been fantastic, and we would like to say how very grateful we are 
that our parents have offered so much to both schools. 
  
The outside classroom at Shere has had a complete overhaul and is now ready to be used 
by our children, from nursery upwards. 
  
Our shared Wilderness Site continues to be developed apace, with parents regularly 
turning up to working parties to clear the site to make it a safe environment in which the 
children can explore, learn and thrive.  
 

New Reception (Year R) Parent Information Evenings 
It was lovely to meet our new parents for September online this week.  We were proud to 
be able to share our small school ethos and excellent Early Years provision for both 
schools. 
  
The positive impact of well-planned and expertly facilitated continuous provision is key to 
developing each child’s skills and learning behaviours.  At the same time, it challenges 
their thinking whilst embedding concepts through their own exploration. 
  
Unlike last year, we are very happy to be able to invite our new families to visit our 
fabulous schools this year and are greatly looking forward to seeing many new (and some 
familiar) faces. 
 

Lateness 
Unfortunately, we need to mention this again.  We all have mornings when things don’t go 
quite to plan.  For those unexpected lates we totally understand and that is not what we 
are referring to here!  Persistent lates are what we need to target and these are what the 
Attendance Officer pulls up on her data when she carries out her termly reviews of the 
schools.  Persistent lateness does have a detrimental effect on daily learning.  It means 
that a child doesn’t have a settled and measured start to their day.  Setting up good 
routines early on only stands to serve you well as you go through life, preparing you for the 
workplace where persistent lateness is unlikely to be tolerated.  We know you will work 
hard with us to address this and we look forward to a last real push in our final half term of 
this academic year.  Thank you. 
 

  



Masks 
A polite reminder that parents dropping and picking up children should be wearing masks.  
This is in the parent information that was sent out at the beginning of term.  The majority of 
you are, so thank you again.  We know it’s easy to forget them. 

 
Beavers 
One of our parents at Shere was keen to share some information about the local Beaver 
group in Ripley.  He tells us that it is a lovely and well-run group, very inclusive of both 
boys and girls, and there is great progression into Cubs and Scouts.  If you are interested, 
please contact the Beaver Scout Leader, Justine, via: justine.ayears@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Covid Contact Tracing 
If your child develops covid symptoms or tests positive for covid within 48 hours of last 
being in school, please email your school office (Shere: info@shere.surrey.sch.uk; 
Clandon: info@clandon.surrey.sch.uk.)  The office emails will be monitored up to the end 
of Tuesday.  The reason we ask you to do this is that we may need to advise others to 
self-isolate if they’ve been in contact with your child.   
 
We hope that you are able to make the most of the half term holiday and hope that the sun 
shines on us all.  We look forward to seeing you bright and breezy on Monday 7th June. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Emma Toone and Yvette Webb 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Meals Reminder for Clandon families 
Please order school lunches by Saturday 5th June 
for next half term. 
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