
 

 
 

Newsletter 5th February 2021 

 
 

Dear Families 
 

I hope you are all well as I know the last couple of weeks have been a real struggle for people.  We 

miss our school community terribly and wish we could all be back together.  I hate not being on the 

playground to see you in the mornings, to hear what you are doing and how your lives are 

progressing.  I must have missed at least half a dozen opportunities to coo over new babies that you 

have welcomed into your family; it feels they might be walking by the time we get to meet them!   
 

In these very challenging times we must try to be the light in the darkness and work quietly in our own 

unique ways to solve problems and find solutions for others.  This journey feels tougher and each step 

harder: now more than ever we need one another to bring the light.   
 

We are here for you if you need support.  I just wish we could give you all a hug!   

 

Bubble School 

Bubble School continues to operate at Shere and Clandon and we have about 20% of our school 

community at each site.  By minimising contacts in this way, we can ensure we protect staff and 

families who must attend school as key workers or vulnerable pupils.   
 

Once again, the children have proven their resilience in coping well with another period of bubble 

school and we are so proud of them!  Children at Bubble School complete the same lessons as those 

at home.  This means that when we return, we hope all children will have made similar progress.   
 

A few reminders: 

  
• Children should only attend Bubble School if there is no way they can be cared for at home.  It 

is supposed to be the last resort.  Over recent weeks some families have called in to say they 

won’t be sending children today for various reasons, meaning there is clearly capacity at home 

to care for the children.  If someone can look after children at home, this is where children 

should be.   
• You must arrive promptly at Bubble School, both at drop off and pick up.  We are operating on 

reduced staff numbers (to limit contacts); therefore, we cannot come to the gate throughout 

the day to admit late comers.  At the end of the day staff return to their rooms to clean; waiting 

for latecomers is not really fair.   
• Attendance at Bubble School is the same as normal school attendance.  If your child will not be 

attending for any reason you must let school know.   

 
Learning at Home 
At this point I wish I could write to each of you individually because every family has very different 

circumstances which impact on their capacity to engage with remote learning.   
 

Attendance at live sessions is important for many reasons.  For all children it provides social contact 

with their peers and teachers and a link to school.  It helps them understand the school still exists and 

they are still a part of it.   
 



From Year 2 onwards each session is a lesson, with new learning of key concepts and skills.  Missing 

these lessons will impact on your child’s progress and make the return to school much more 

challenging.   
 

It should only be in exceptional circumstances that a session is missed, and you must let school know.  

Frequent absence could result in a referral to the Inclusion Officer, especially if no valid reason is given 

for the absence.   
 

However, if your child really struggles with the remote offer or learning at home, this will be causing 

concern and this concern is valid.  For some children it feels that school is invading their home; they 

find it difficult to accept that home is now a place where they must complete schoolwork.  Parents are 

not their teachers; their home is not their classroom; this can be distressing and confusing.  I know it is 

challenging for parents too.   
 

If this is the case for you it is worth speaking to us because we can help.  This does not mean opt out 

of lessons because it is a bit difficult, but it does mean that if lessons are causing serious distress we 

can come up with a plan.   
 

Thank You!   

We must say a huge thank you to all of you who contributed to our lovely gifts in school this week.  

Cream teas from Hillys; an amazing treat and so thoughtful.  Our group chat was filled with the 

inevitable cream and jam argument but, however they were eaten they were all enjoyed.  Opening the 

door to this delivery or finding a box of delicious cakes on your desk has certainly lifted spirits this 

week.  We are so blessed with our school communities.   
 

Consultation on Federation 
Thank you to those who have responded to the consultation on federation.  We have only received two 

requests to attend webinars planned for next week.  Therefore, we have taken the decision to offer 

Monday 9th February as a ‘drop in’ session.  School Governors and I will be available to parents via 

Zoom between 8pm and 9pm should you wish to ask any questions about the proposal.  Please find 

the details here.   
 

Victoria Voller is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.  

Topic: Consultation on Federation - Clandon and Shere Schools  

Time: Feb 8, 2021 08:00 PM London  

Join Zoom Meeting  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86513787638?pwd=OFJja25tWEljSUhYV1ArR1J3R3RYZz09  

Meeting ID: 865 1378 7638  

Passcode: 173550  

 

If you have already registered to attend, you need take no further action.  If you have not registered 

and would like to attend, please email newlandsconsultaion2020@gmail.com  
 

Thank you so much for your continued support.   

 

Best wishes  

 

Vicky   
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