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Dear Families, 

Thank you so much for your support over the last two weeks, a second lockdown and vulnerable adults having 

to shield has put immense pressure on schools.  We are so pleased that schools have been kept open, this is 

absolutely the best decision for children, but it is not without challenges. 

The children seem pleased that school is open too, they are thriving and coping so brilliantly when things 

change.  They are happy, working hard and making school a lovely place to be. They are a credit to you. 

Christmas Jumper Day: 10th December: 

We will be celebrating Christmas Jumper Day on 10th December this year.  Your child should come to school 

in their usual uniform with the addition of the most sparkly and vibrant Christmas jumper possible.  If you can 

donate £1 to the PSC on Christmas Jumper Day, it would be gratefully received.  This year has been a difficult 

one for fundraising and small school budgets are under immense pressure. 

If your child does not want to wear a Christmas Jumper that is fine.  Some children do not like dressing up and 

can come to school in their uniform as usual. 

For some families, the cost of a Christmas Jumper could prove tricky, especially given the year we have all had. 

If you have any jumpers you no longer need, please bring them to the school office and we can distribute them 

as needed. The jumpers will need to be quarantined, so please send them to school in a sealed plastic bag by 

27th November.  Many thanks. 

Santa’s Little Helper Shop: 

The PSC will be running a Santa’s Little Helper Shop in December.  This will be an opportunity for children to 

buy a secret gift for someone they love.  Please could we ask you to send in unwanted and unused items such as 

bath foam, chocolates, hand cream, candles, books, shaving foam, playing cards or biscuits; anything that would 

make a nice gift for a loved one.  If we could have any donations by 1st December that would be perfect. 

We will use these items to stock the shop! The children will then bring in £1 to buy the items they wish and will 

get some help in school to wrap them.  Details of when to bring in the £1 will be sent via parent mail nearer the 

time. 

This is the perfect example of you donating items and them buying them back; sorry if you get your unwanted 

bubble bath as a gift this Christmas! 
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Owls and Hedgehogs Celebrate Christmas 

Owls and Hedgehogs will be doing something a little different this year as we celebrate Christmas at School.  

They will be working together to create a Christmas Book; this will include their own work and illustrations.  

Also included will be QR codes that families will be able to scan or click to view the children performing some 

small Christmassy surprises.  I think this is a wonderful way to celebrate Christmas together.  Please look out 

for permission slips next week to enable your child to take part. 

We know that not seeing your child perform in a nativity or similar is very disappointing, we feel the same.  

Hedgehogs and Owls will be putting on a Summer Performance for parents and we very much hope we will be 

able to invite you all along to see it! 

Scrap Pod: 

The children have received updated Scrap Pod Training this week and will be using the Scrap Pod every 

lunchtime (weather permitting).  The scrap pod is a small shed that is situated on the playground.  It contains all 

sorts of scrap that would ordinarily end up in landfill.  For example, old keyboards, chairs, suitcases, plastic 

tubing, tyres, crates, nets, and ropes.  The children use the materials for all sorts of purposes enhancing their 

creativity, focus and physicality.  I am sure you will hear all about it. 

Assemblies: 

The children are missing their community so much and especially the members of the clergy who they are used 

to seeing at least once a week for assembly.  We are so pleased that the team at St James have agreed to lead 

assembly once a week for the children via Zoom.  It will be wonderful to see our favourite familiar faces once 

again. 

I have been lucky enough to see the children for two Zoom assemblies myself this week.  I am amazed at how 

well the children have listened and engaged with a remote assembly.  It is just lovely to see them all. 

Owls Teachers: 

Owls have been brilliant this term and coped admirably with the changes due to shielding guidance.  Making 

quick decisions based on last minute information is not easy and certainly not the best way to run a school, but 

sadly there is no choice at the moment.  For example, the guidance to shield changed at around 11pm the night 

before the lockdown commenced.  Please be assured that all decisions are always made with your child’s best 

interest at the forefront of my mind. 

Supply teachers can be fantastic but having someone you know and who knows you is markedly better!        

Mrs Fox on the big screen with Mrs DeVos and Mr Matthews on the ground provides continuity of care and 

education for the children in Owls, in what is an important year for many reasons. 

Having said all that, we will be having a supply teacher in Owls next week. This is because Mrs DeVos will be 

completing her Higher-Level Teaching Assistant Training online.  Mrs Fox will still be available, and Mr 

Matthews will be there to provide continuity and reassurance. 

Chloe Munslow will be teaching Owls on Thursday and Friday; she is an experienced and confident teacher, 

and I am sure the children will have a lovely time with her.  Please email me if you have any questions or 

worries. 



Gate Meetings: 

I have had some lovely gate meetings on Zoom this week, it has been so nice to feel that connection with you 

all.  The opportunity to talk to you about your worries or to simply touch base and hear about family life is a 

privilege.  Your positive feedback has also been so lovely to hear.  If you would like to book a gate meeting 

next week, please just drop me an email head@shere.surrey.sch.uk and we can make a date. 

Forest School: 

Forest School has not been the easiest event to organise this term.  The need for parent helpers due to the ratios 

have meant that when the school cannot have volunteers in, it is impossible to run the session.  This is 

incredibly frustrating when we know how much the children love Forest School and how much they learn from 

it.  Unfortunately, our Forest School teacher has decided not to continue with us, due to other work 

commitments, so Forest School is proving a real challenge. 

However, I will not give up on this vital part of our curriculum and I am thrilled to tell you that we have 

appointed an absolutely wonderful new Forest School leader who will start with us in January.  Her name is 

Natalie Williamson and not only is she very experienced, but she is also passionate about outdoor education and 

an all-round lovely person. 

In the meantime, we will be bringing in sports coaches through December to ensure the children get quality 

outdoor time that is not reliant on volunteers.  Hopefully by January we will be able to welcome our volunteer 

workforce and Forest School can resume. 

Last Day of Term and INSET: 

The last day of term for school and nursery is Friday 18th December.  School will finish at 3pm, in-line with the 

nursery.  Spring term resumes on Monday 4th January for the nursery and Tuesday 5th for the school.  The 

difference simply due to the number of funded days the nursery must offer in any term. 

I hope that it is clear, that we are trying our very best to maintain the high-quality teaching and care that is our 

normal practise at Shere.  We are also working hard to keep the children safe whilst maintaining a wide and 

wonderful school experience. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Warmest Wishes 

Vicky 


