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Some things are not
as they seem
in the
property
market.
Diana Rusk
investigates
the curious case of
the queue at the
estate agent’s

AT FIRST glance these
images appear to show
a new boom in the prop-
erty market with enthu-
siastic buyers prepared

to queue to be the first to buy new
apartments.
The pictures were sent out to

newspapers last week billed as a
good-news property story with an
accompanying press release enti-
tled ‘Worth the Wait’.
It appeared to show people wait-

ing in line – with at least one per-
son wrapped in a sleeping bag and
others sitting on deckchairs – for
new city centre apartment com-
plex Sugar Walk.
The text claimed: “A group of

potential purchasers queued
outside the Templeton Robinson
estate agent’s Lisburn Road office
yesterday, preparing to register for
an iconic apartment in the Sugar
Walk complex, based in the heart
of Cathedral Quarter in Belfast.”
However, it turns out the image

was not a throwback to the days
when demand outstripped supply
and buyers were forced to queue.
Instead, the developer and PR

company behind the image have

admitted it was at least partially
staged. The woman at the head of
the queue, who appears to have
come prepared with a sleeping bag
for an overnight wait, is actually a
model paid by the PR company,
Michelle McTernan Management.
The property developer said

the rest of those standing in the
photograph were genuine poten-
tial buyers but it was not an
impromptu queue.
They had been told to gather

there last Thursday to receive
brochures and see a special sculp-
ture of the complex made from
sugar cubes.
John Davis, property commenta-

tor and managing director of
financial planning company Davis
and Armstrong, said people
should be careful when they see

what appear to be queues for
property.
“Everyone and his dog is trying

to talk up the market so that
people again feel panicked that
they should get back on to the
ladder,” he said.
“Someone ill-informed and look-

ing at this picture on face value
might think there is going to be a
V-shaped recovery.
“The reality is that there is very

little demand for property in the
north of Ireland because people do
not have the money.
“We all want to live in beautiful

homes but unless you’ve got
money behind you then you can’t
buy them.”
Paul Fitzsimons, of Bradkeel

Developments, the company build-
ing Sugar Walk, defended the

images, saying deposits have been
paid on 35 of the apartments
retailing from £135,000.
“What happened was another

partner in the company had
arranged to meet interested
parties that he was involved with
about buying apartments,” he
said.
“He wanted to give them the

brochure and show them the
sculpture of this Sugar Cube
model and he arranged to meet
them outside.
“The PR company recognised it

was a good photo opportunity and
arranged for a model and paid her
to be there.
“There have been deposits taken

because it is a good deal where
people give a deposit now and
pay the rest three years later on
completion.”
A spokesman for the estate agent

Templeton and Robinson said that
staff had been left baffled by the
photograph.
“There was no queue when we

locked up on Thursday night and
there was no queue when we
opened for business again on
Friday,” a spokesman said.
“There had been a steady stream

of inquiries, which has been en-
couraging but the photograph was
nothing to do with ourselves and
really there was no need to queue
as such.”
Michelle McTernan of Michelle

McTernan Management said: “I did
put a good-looking girl at the front
of the queue and paid for her to be
there as a model.
“I know if there’s someone

good-looking in the photograph it
has more chance of being in the
papers.
“As far as I was aware the rest

were genuinely queueing”.

■ CANDID CAMERA?
These pictures, sent out
to newspapers last
week billed as a
good-news property
story, appear to show
people waiting in line to
sign up for the new
Belfast city centre
apartment complex
Sugar Walk.
The woman posing in
the red sleeping bag at
the head of the queue,
below – who looks as if
she has come prepared
for an overnight wait –
is actually a model paid
by the PR company,
Michelle McTernan
Management

Flats queue fakery no
fillip for a flat market


