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Hands-on ELA lessons engage and
challenge students in a fun way
Find out how third graders are learning how to
alphabetize words and figuring out the differences
between proper nouns and common nouns. For more
details, see article on page 9.

We accept tuition students
For an affordable annual tuition fee of $6,000,
out-of-district students can attend Wilbur
McMahon School.
With low class sizes, top-notch academic
programs, dedicated faculty and staff, and a
recently refurbished and renovated school in a
bucolic setting, Wilbur McMahon School offers its
students in grades K-8 a challenging and rigorous
education. For more information on attending
Wilbur McMahon School as a tuition student,
please contact Superintendent Dr. Robert B. Power
at rbpower@lcsd.k12.ri.us.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
November is a very busy
month at Wilbur McMahon
School. Here’s a glimpse of
some important dates:
 November 2: End of
First Quarter
 November 9: Veterans’
Day Assembly at 10 a.m. All are welcome to
attend!
 November 9: Students receive report cards
 November 10: Veterans’ Day Holiday (No
School)
 November 16 and 20: Parent Teacher
Conferences from 4 to 7 p.m (Call the
school’s main office 635-2351 ext. 1000 to
book your appointment now)
 November 17: Dodgeball Tournament:
3 to 4 p.m.
 November 20: Chat with Principal Whipp:
6 p.m.
 November 22-24: Thanksgiving Recess (No
School)
If you don’t want to miss any of these and
other important dates, please consider adding
our mobile website to your cell phone. With a
click of a button, you can scroll through our
calendar and see what is going on at Wilbur
McMahon School. You can also follow us on
Twitter at LCRISchoolNews. For more important
dates, please check the school calendar listed on
page 16 or on our
school website
lcsd.k12.ri.us. You
can also follow us
on Facebook.

LCRISchoolNews

Our students are very creative
We have some talented artists at Wilbur McMahon. This group of first graders shows of its Halloween
Safety Posters that were on display at Lees Market in late October.

Veterans Day Assembly
Thursday, Nov. 9 at 10 a.m.
Wilbur McMahon School
Gymnasium
Please join us as we salute
our local Veterans

NOTHING BEATS A GOOD BOOK: First graders
delve into the books they chose during library
time.
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Keeping our students safe
To keep our students safe, we practice a number
of drills routinely throughout the school year:






Protecting your smile



Thanks to Dental Hygienist Cora Rocha,
kindergarten students got some great tips on
proper brushing/flossing techniques and oral
hygiene.
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Bus Evacuation Drills: Students practice
safely exiting the back of the school bus
using the emergency exit. (Two drills a year)
Fire Drill: Students are
shown how to safely
evacuate the school
with their teachers and
report to a designated
spot. (Ten drills a year)
Lock Down Drill:
Teachers show
students how to
behave in order to
maintain safety in the
building. (Two drills a year)
Evacuation Drill: Students and teachers
practice a drill where they need to get away
from the building. (Two drills a year)

Spotlight on Technology

Integrating Google Classroom into day to day lessons at Wilbur
By Kristen Moniz
Throughout the middle school, our students
are doing a great job working on Google
Classroom. On any given day, they are reading
articles, typing papers, digitally submitting their
work, creating slideshows, watching videos and
much more. You wouldn't believe how many
amazing things students can do within all of the
apps for Google Education.
Because I love learning about technology, I
asked the district if I could attend the 2017 Ed.
Tech Summit, in Manchester, Connecticut. The
district said yes and I attended the conference
with my mother, who is a second grade teacher
in Westport!
This training was one of the most valuable
professional development workshops that I have
EVER attended. It was a chance for me to
increase my understanding of EVERYTHING
Google and enhance my skills tenfold.
All throughout the conference, teachers
were inspired and encouraged to go back to their
districts and bring out the "Super Power" within
each and every one of our students. How would
we do this you ask? The answer is by tapping into
their strengths using technology.
The workshops I attended were highly
focused on promoting student-centered learning
opportunities.
 Project-based Learning Technology Tools
 Revenge of the Sheets: Learn to use Google
Sheets the Jedi Way
 The WRITE STUFF: Advanced Add-ons for
Google Docs
 Google Classroom Taking it to the Next Level
 Give GEO a Chance: How to use Google Earth
in the classroom
 Fun with Google Forms: Surveys, Scavengers
Hunts, Spot Questions, and more!
Now that I've attended this conference, it is
my plan to integrate all that I have learned into

my classroom, and share all of the valuable
skills/resources/sites/programs/etc. with the
rest of the middle school team.
Be on the lookout for what your students are
doing on Google Classroom. You'd be amazed by
the SUPER powers they ALL have within them.
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Let’s talk books...
Harry Potter, Annabeth Chase from Percy
Jackson or Katniss Everdeen from Hunger
Games.

Student Name:
Isabelle Piker
What books
have you read
recently that you
enjoyed? The
“Land of Stories:
The Wishing
Spell” by Chris
Colfer
Describe the book in one sentence
The book is awesome!
Name three books that should be in
every library
 Harry Potter
Series
 Percy Jackson
Series
 Hunger Games
Series
What is your
favorite subject
in school?
ELA or Social
Studies
Where is your
favorite place to read?
The quiet room in the library
What is one thing you would like to learn
to do?
I would like to read and write in Greek
If you were a character in a book, who
would you be?
I would either be Hermione Granger from
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Students create their own
graphic novels/comic books

Wilbur McMahon School
signs up for Scripps National
Spelling Bee

What do you get when you combine the love of
books and art? A class of fourth graders who are
into creating graphic novels and comic books
during their Library class. We can’t wait to see
the finished results.

How do you spell caterpillar or radiator or
synthesis? As one of the schools that recently
signed up for the Scripps National Spelling Bee,
Wilbur McMahon will give its students a chance
to spell those words and quite a few more.
Since 1925 when nine newspapers joined
forces to promote literacy, children across
America have participated in school, local and
regional spelling bees with the singular hope of
making it to the Scripps National Spelling Bee in
Washington DC. This year, 11 million students
will take part in this experience.
The goal of the national competition remains
the same today as it did nine decades ago — to
help students improve their spelling, increase
their vocabularies, learn concepts and develop
correct English usage that will help them all of
their lives.
Stay tuned for more details!

Lifetouch Picture
Retake Day
is November 28
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Seventh and eighth graders
can sign up for college
courses through ACN

A great way to start our day

Did you know that students in grades 7 & 8
are eligible to sign up for college courses…..at no
charge?
The Advanced Coursework Network (ACN)
provides enriching experiences with advanced
coursework to help students get a head start on
post-secondary success, master the skills
required of a lifelong learner, and be prepared
for jobs in sectors critical to Rhode Island’s future
prosperity. The Advanced Coursework Network is
designed to help districts and schools meet this
need by creating opportunities for Rhode Island
students to envision, pursue and realize their
individualized graduation pathway.

Every school day students and staff are
greeted with morning announcements read by
two third grade volunteers. It only lasts a minute
or two, but in addition to reciting the pledge of
allegiance and pausing for a moment of silence,
our announcers fill everyone in on the three
lunch choices, read the CARE motto, give a shout
out to students and staff celebrating birthdays,
and let us all know about upcoming events. It's a
great way to start the day!

Here’s what one of our Wilbur-McMahon
students had to say about her participation in the
ADVANCED COURSEWORK NETWORK...
“I found it a good way to get facts and
knowledge about what I’m trying to learn
about.. Having the university teach me about
this topic is very helpful, efficient, and
productive. I just treat it like another class; it
helps me to push myself so I meet my deadlines
and don’t procrastinate.”
E.C. - Middle School Student

For more information, go to the RI Dept. of
Education website at ride.ri.gov. Go to
Students and Families and then under
Education Programs select the Advanced
Coursework tab. Please contact Mrs. Anthony
in the Guidance office at 635-2351 x1004 or
aanthony@lcsd.k12.ri.us for additional
information.
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New Bedford Symphony Orchestra musicians teach third and
fourth graders about ecological instability using music
Third and fourth graders had a real treat
when the New Bedford Symphony Orchestra
musicians visited recently as part of the 20172018 Learning in Concert program. This program
explores the concept of balance in music and
ecology.
The children explore various ecosystems to
analyze whether it demonstrates elements of
stability or imbalance. By focusing on ecological
instability threatening salt marshes, rain forests
and wetlands, the children identify specific
actions or ideas that could help restore
ecological balance to these areas. In music, the
children explore balance in classical music—hear
how composers achieve balance through the
orchestration of musical parts among musical
instruments. They develop a strong
understanding of the various instruments of the

orchestra and hear how individual instruments,
sections and families interact to achieve balance
within a piece of music. Children analyze balance
cross-disciplines by determining niche (the
musical part’s role in creating balance within a
piece of music and the organism’s role in
creating balance within an
ecosystem), population (number of the same
species within an ecosystem or number of same
instruments playing within a piece of music),
and biodiversity (how many different musical
parts transpire and interact throughout a piece
of music or how many different species exist
within an ecosystem).
Thank you Up With School Arts for funding
this program.

This year’s New Bedford Symphony Orchestra’s
Learning in Concert Program explores the concept of
balance in music and ecology.
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Learning the art of alphabetizing and understanding nouns
names and you just start sorting. It’s an excellent
hands-on way for third graders to learn these
skills and visualize the process as they place the
words in groups and figure out the alphabetical
order of each pile of nouns.

How do you master putting words in
alphabetical order, understanding common
nouns versus proper nouns, figuring out which
nouns are capitalized, and grasping the use of
pronouns? If Miss Bowley is your teacher, you
get out the scissors, start cutting up your lists of
words, nouns, pronouns as well as student

9

Looking into Little Compton’s history by taking a walk in the woods
What was it like in Little Compton years ago?
Sixth graders got a glimpse when they returned
to the Simmons Mill Pond Management Area.
They have been studying the the natural cycles of
the environment as well as the impacts they
have had on the land and how the land affects
humans. With one visit to the area last spring,
the students returned this fall with
Horticulturalist John Gwynne and Director of the
Little Compton Historical Society Marjory
O’Toole. Under their guidance, students
observed the changes that have taken place
since their visit last spring and learned more
about the history of the area including how Little
Compton has
changed over many
years.
Prior to the field
trip, students
welcomed Mrs.
O’Toole into their
classroom to learn
how maps and other
historical artifacts
are used to tell the
story of Little Compton. They learned about how
both native and colonial peoples were given
rights to the land, how the land was used and
how the land affected the lives of the people
who settled here.
Using permanent markers, students wrote
interesting facts about Little Compton on palmsized rocks. Mrs. O’Toole and Mr. Gwynne led
the group around half of the farmhouse loop
pointing out significant changes to the
undergrowth and identifying both flora and
fauna, talking about rock evidence illustrating
our geologic history and more recent changes
that have shaped the environment. Students
learned the history of the ghost farm and had a
chance to explore its remains while walking the
stonewall lined cart paths that were used for
people, cattle and poultry. To complete their
experience, students deposited their rocks along
the way; leaving behind the information for the

next explorer to discover on their walk through
the woods.
The grade six students along with their
teachers Mrs. Comley and Mrs. MacLean would
like to thank the following people for their
support, guidance and patience throughout this
endeavor.
 Abigail Brooks and Nan Haffenreffer
from the Sakonnet Preservation
Association for organizing dates, times
and local experts.
 John Gwynne for being our expert on
Little Compton flora and fauna
 Marjory O’Toole from the Little Compton
Historical Society for sparking curiousity
 Robert Emerson for showing us what it
means to be a birder
 Polly Allen for videotaping our adventure
 Ivy Hall, Kate Madden and Jennifer
Goodfriend for volunteering time to
chaperone
 Roger and Gail Greene from the RI DEM
for all of the trail maintenance, messages
and gifts along the way.
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Staff is pretty in pink to promote breast cancer awareness
Wilbur McMahon School staff members were challenged to wear pink on October 25 to help
promote breast cancer awareness. Many took the challenge seriously and got decked out in
their pink attire.
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Taking the sign-in process to a
new level of security for school
When visitors enter Wilbur McMahon School
all must check in at the main office. Many school
districts still have paper sign-in/sign-out books
and visitors wear stickers or badges they receive
at the main office. Wilbur McMahon has taken
the sign-in
process to a
higher level
with a more
secure online
approach.
At the end
of the last
school year, we
received grant
funding to help
purchase this
Lobby Guard
system. Using
the touch
screen format,
visitors are prompted to sign-in, take a photo and
scan their driver’s license. A badge with a photo
and name is then printed within seconds of the
first on-screen prompt. Visitors wear the badge
throughout their stay at the school. An added
bonus is that staff members who are expecting
the visitors will receive an email notifying them
that their guest has arrived. Once the visitor is
leaving the building, they simply scan the badge
and they are logged out of the online school
visitor book.
Many of our visitors are impressed that we
have such an advanced system in place in Little
Compton. Some of the comments we’ve received
are “This is great – all schools should have
something like this” to “Wow, I have never seen
anything like this in a school. I’ve seen them in
hospitals, but not schools. This is a great idea!”
A big thank you also goes to Micah Shapiro
who built this custom stand for our Lobby Guard
monitor and printer.

Spanish students create beautiful
sugar skulls
Look at the exquisite artistry exhibited by our
students as they create sugar skulls or Calavera
de Azucar in Spanish class as part of a lesson on
the historical and cultural significance of Day of
the Dead.
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First graders learn about safety and tour firestation
First grade students had a great field trip to the Little Compton Safety Complex. After an interesting
discussion about the importance of smoke detectors, students toured the safety complex, checked out
the fire department vehicles and asked plenty of questions. A big thank you goes to the Little Compton
Firefighters for hosting Mrs. Aguiar and Mrs. Harlow’s first grade students.

Middle school students raise funds for Water for South Sudan
It’s amazing how a book can inspire people.
Middle School Students decided to raise funds to
help support Water for South Sudan. They were
inspired by “Lost Boy” Salva Dut. Salva is the
main character in the
novel “A Long Walk to
Water” by Linda Sue
Park.
Water for South
Sudan delivers direct,
transformative and
sustainable quality-oflife service to the
people of South Sudan
by efficiently providing
access to clean, safe
water and improving

hygiene practices in areas of great need.
The students’ fundraiser involves a week of
activities. The suggested donation is $2 per day,
but all donations are greatly appreciated.
For more information go to http://
www.waterforsouthsudan.org.
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Grade 7/8 STEM Class plans Dodgeball Fundraiser
If you’d like to help the Grade 7/8 STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math)
Class raise money by hurling balls at people, you are in luck. A dodgeball
tournament has been planned for November 17 from 3 to 4 p.m. All proceeds will
be used to help cover the costs of the First Tech Challenge Competition in January.








DATE: November 17 from 3 to 4 p.m.
LOCATION: Wilbur McMahon School Gymnasium
TEAMS: There will be two tournaments – one for grade 5/6 students and
one for grade 7/8 students. Teams are allowed 6 people per team with one
reserve player. If someone gets injured on the six-person team, the reserve
player will take the place of the injured player.
COST: $5 for participants. $2 for spectators.
REWARDS: Winning team gets a trophy for every person plus extreme
bragging rights.
SIGN-UP: To sign-up and read the dodgeball tournament rules, please
check the wall outside of Miss Brasil’s room where a sign-up sheet and list
of rules are posted.
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Congratulations to our October Citizens of the Month




















At the Wilbur McMahon School, we believe
that school citizenship is an integral part of a
student’s total educational experience. School
citizenship is measured by eight key values:
integrity, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring,
love of country, civic duty, and work ethic. The
attainment of these attributes is invaluable to
our students’ future development and our
community. Congratulations to our October
Citizens of the Month:







Will Alves
Jude Andrews
Aylen Armenanzas
Ava Ayotte
Meghan Brady
Walker Carr
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Cullen Craffey
Benjamin Gagnon
Clare Gallagher
Marin Goodfriend
Karina Hopton
Jordan Ibbotson
Thomas Kyros
Riley Lussier
Rowan Manchester
Kyle Martin
Nathan Mathias
Evan Mello
Autumn Mottram
Geo Mottram
Kayla Oliveira
Kate Porter
Alexander Todd
Leah Tripp

NOVEMBER 2017
Wednesday, November 1
 After School Open Library Hours: 3 to 4 p.m.
 Beauty and the Beast Rehearsal “Castle Characters:
3 p.m.
 Faculty Meeting (Elementary Teachers): 3 p.m.
Thursday, November 2
 End of First Quarter
 After School Open Library Hours: 3 to 4 p.m.
 Beauty and the Beast Rehearsal “Castle Characters”:
3 p.m.
Monday, November 6
 After School Open Library Hours: 3 to 4 p.m.
 Cross Country: 3 to 4 p.m.
Tuesday, November 7
 Harvest Meal in Cafeteria
 Brownie Girl Scout Meeting: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
 Daisy Girl Scout Meeting: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
 Junior Girl Scout Meeting: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
 PST Meeting: 7 p.m.
Wednesday, November 8
 After School Open Library Hours: 3 to 4 p.m.
 Beauty and the Beast Rehearsal (Grades 4-8)
Characters: 3 p.m.
 Faculty Meeting (Middle School Teachers): 3:10 p.m.
 School Committee Meeting: 7 p.m.
Thursday, November 9
 Veterans’ Day Assembly: 10 am.
 After School Open Library Hours: 3 to 4 p.m.
 Report Cards Posted to Aspen Parent Portal and
Printed
Friday, November 10
 Veterans’ Day Holiday—No School
Saturday, November 11
 Veterans’ Day
Monday, November 13
 After School Open Library Hours: 3 to 4 p.m.
 Cross Country: 3 to 4 p.m.
Tuesday, November 14
 Brownie Girl Scout Meeting: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
 Daisy Girl Scout Meeting: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
 Junior Girl Scout Meeting: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, November 15
 After School Open Library Hours: 3 to 4 p.m.
 Beauty and the Beast Rehearsal (Grades 4-8
Characters) 3 p.m.
Thursday, November 16
 After School Open Library Hours: 3 to 4 p.m.
 Parent Teacher Conferences: 4 to 7 p.m.

Friday, November 17
 Cross Country: 3 to 4 p.m.
 Dodgeball Tournament: 3 to 4 p.m.
Monday, November 20
 After School Open Library Hours: 3 to 4 p.m.
 Cross Country: 3 to 4 p.m.
 Parent-Teacher Conferences: 4 to 7 p.m.
 Chat with Principal Whipp: 6 p.m.
Tuesday, November 21
 Brownie Girl Scout Meeting: 3 p.m.
 Daisy Girl Scout Meeting: 3 p.m.
 Junior Girl Scout Meeting: 3 p.m.
November 22-24
 Thanksgiving Recess
Monday, November 27
 After School Open Library Hours: 3 to 4 p.m.
 Cross Country: 3 to 4 p.m.
Tuesday, November 28
 Lifetouch Picture Retake Day: 10:30 a.m.
 Brownie Girl Scout Meeting: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
 Daisy Girl Scout Meeting: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
 Junior Girl Scout Meeting: 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, November 29
 After School Open Library Hours: 3 to 4 p.m.
 Beauty and the Beast Rehearsal (Grades 4-8): 3 p.m.
Thursday, November 30
 After School Open Library Hours: 3 to 4 p.m.

Parent Teacher Conferences
set for November 16 and 20
To make an appointment for the parentteacher conferences held on November 16
and 20 from 4 to 7 p.m., please call the
school’s main office at 635-2351 ext. 1000.
Appointments will be booked on a firstcome/first-served basis.
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