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The Paul Ricard circuit has, in two very different eras, claimed the title 
of the most modern motorsport facility in the world. Constructed 

by drinks magnate Paul Ricard at Le Castellet in the south of 
France, the circuit was the first of the modern autodromes - a 
little sterile for those brought up on classic road racing circuits 
but with excellent facilities for the fans and teams.

Exactly why Paul Ricard decided to build his eponymous 
racing circuit is slightly lost in the mists of time; with a 

ban on advertising his pastis drinks in France, Ricard was 
an early adopter of sports sponsorship as a means of 

promoting his product and so the circuit could well have 
been a simple extension of the same philosophy. Others 

point to Ricard’s disdain for the power of the French state 
and bureaucracy and suggest the circuit was an effort to 

prove that private companies could successfully build road 
networks (construction of the nation’s slowly emerging 

network of autoroutes at that time remaining firmly in the 
state’s control). Whatever the reason, it was undeniably a 

facility constructed to the highest standards



GRT GRASSER RACING IN BLANCPAIN GT SERIES ENDURANCE CUP TOP 10 AT LE CASTELLET
After two pole positions in a row, Bortolotti, Ineichen and Engelhart this time didn’t have a smooth quali which put them 
eleventh on the grid: their quest for a pole hat-trick was thwarted by a gearbox problem. It was a minor setback which the 
number 63 Lamborghini Huracán GT3 EVO soon recovered from as the race got underway.
Ineichen was already up to fourth position ninety minutes after the 6pm start. But the forward momentum was inter-
rupted by a problem with the refuelling system, which cost valuable time at the pit stops. Engelhart and Bortolotti 
nevertheless held their own in the Top Ten.
After six hours, the driver trio crossed the finish line in seventh place. In the circumstances, Bortolotti, Ineichen and 
Engelhart got the maximum out of a difficult situation. This Top Ten result eventually brought them their first cham-
pionship points of the current season after DNFs in both of the two previous races.
Mauron, Tweraser and Santamato again put in a solid qualifying performance to book P25 on the Circuit Paul 
Ricard grid. The result was also enough to secure seventh place in the Silver Cup, which put the number 19 
Lamborghini Huracán GT3 EVO within striking distance of the podium.
The race started promisingly. Santamato took the first stint and steered well clear of a spate of collisions in 
midfield as the race got off to a chaotic start. At the 90-minute mark, he was up to 19th. Having already 
finished eighth in the general classification at Silverstone, a Top Ten result at Le Castellet was a realistic 
prospect.
The hopes and ambitions of the three GRT Grasser Racing pilots were then shattered after two and a half 
hours. Tweraser was involved in a collision for which he bore no fault and which brought a premature 
end to the race for car number 19. Despite the DNF, the trio retain third place in the Silver Cup.

GRT Grasser Racing left the Circuit Paul 
Ricard on Saturday with mixed feelings. 

In the third round of the 2019 Blancpain 
GT Series Endurance Cup at Le Castellet in 

France, the crews of the two Lamborghini 
Huracán GT3 EVOs did not have the best 

of weekends, despite their strong pace. 
Lamborghini works driver Mirko Bortolotti 

and his team-mates Rolf Ineichen and 
Christian Engelhart in the number 63 car 

still finished the race with a respectable P7 
in a field of 49 GT3 sports cars.
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 “STRONG PERFORMANCE FROM OUR FACTORY DRIVERS, KEEP PUSHING 
FOR THE NEXT RACES!”    

-Lamborghini Squadra Corse

“THE NEXT OPPORTUNITY FOR ORANGE1 TEAM GRT TO REGAIN TRACTION 
IN THE 2019 BLANCPAIN GT SERIES ENDURANCE CUP COMES IN THE 24 

HOURS OF SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS ON THE WEEKEND OF 25TH – 28TH JULY. 
THE ENDURANCE CLASSIC, IN WHICH TRIPLE POINTS ARE AWARDED, IS 

TRADITIONALLY THE STANDOUT FIXTURE OF THE RACING SERIES.” paul ricard



GOTTFRIED GRASSER - TEAM PRINCIPAL
“What a mixed weekend that turned out to be. It didn’t start too well 

for our number 19 car, but in the race itself, the boys made good 
progress through the field. Unfortunately, Gerhard got taken out on 

the hairpin by the Lamborghini of another team through no fault of 
his own. Qualifying went OK for our number 63 car. It was just a bit 

of a shame, because a minor gearbox problem cost Mirko a potential 
pole on his lap. I feel sure that there was more we could have got out 

of this session. In the race itself, they were matching the front-run-
ners for pace, but a problem with our refuelling system was costing 

us between five and eight seconds at each stop. We have to get to 
the bottom of the problem. Once again, we’ve missed out on a Top 

Three finish, which is a pity, but we’re not going to let it get us down. 
Next weekend, we have our home race at the Red Bull Ring. We’re 

really looking forward to it and are feeling positive.”

ARMANDO DONAZZAN - ORANGE1 PRESIDENT
I am satisfied with the work done by the team this weekend.

We leave this difficult weekend with a top 10 result that brings us 
important points to climb the championship ranking.

Unfortunately some problems during the pit stops prevented us 
from obtaining an even better result, but our drivers proved to be 

among the fastest on the track, with a constant and fast race pace. 
I want to say thanks to the whole GRT Grasser Team for the hard 

work they are doing, to Lamborghini Squadra Corse for the support 
and to our great drivers; i am sure that the best results will come 

soon!

MIRKO BORTOLOTTI - DRIVER #63
“I am very satisfied with our performance on the track. 

We squeezed everything we could out of our package 
but lost a lot of time in the pits every time we stopped. 

This is a really bitter pill to swallow, because we were 
definitely capable of more. We have to sit down with 

the team and analyse the issue. We need to find the 
cause for it, so that we can convert our potential into 

a matching result. As always, the pace was right. So 
there are a number of positives we’ll take away with 

us from France.”

CHRISTIAN ENGELHART - DRIVER #63
“I’m coming home from Paul Ricard very satisfied for 

the work we did on the Track. Refueling issues in the 
race kept us from a better result. Nobodys fault, Crazy 

things do Happen. Still enjoyed my 2 stints fighting 
through the pack. It’s time to analyze and come back 

stronger! 
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