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1000kms of paul ricard
Blancpain GT Series Endurance Cup



The Paul Ricard circuit has, in two very different eras, claimed the title 
of the most modern motorsport facility in the world. Constructed 

by drinks magnate Paul Ricard at Le Castellet in the south of 
France, the circuit was the first of the modern autodromes - a 
little sterile for those brought up on classic road racing circuits 
but with excellent facilities for the fans and teams.

Exactly why Paul Ricard decided to build his eponymous 
racing circuit is slightly lost in the mists of time; with a 

ban on advertising his pastis drinks in France, Ricard was 
an early adopter of sports sponsorship as a means of 

promoting his product and so the circuit could well have 
been a simple extension of the same philosophy. Others 

point to Ricard’s disdain for the power of the French state 
and bureaucracy and suggest the circuit was an effort to 

prove that private companies could successfully build road 
networks (construction of the nation’s slowly emerging 

network of autoroutes at that time remaining firmly in the 
state’s control). Whatever the reason, it was undeniably a 

facility constructed to the highest standards
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POKER OF PODIUMS FOR ORANGE1 FFF RACING TEAM AT PAUL RICARD 1000 KM

Andrea Caldarelli, Dennis Lind and Marco Mapelli sat the third fastest lap time (1:53.471) in qualifying, 
exactly the same mark that another competitor posted a few minutes earlier, earning thus the privilege 
of second row. Dennis Lind drove at the start, taking the chance, with the first safety-car, to make the 
first pit-stop, and changing thus strategy with respect to other main opponents. The Dane also lead the 
race, and so did Andrea Caldarelli in his double stint, but the second part of the race was marred by 
some Full Course Yellow situations, which influenced Marco Mapelli’s run until the chequered flag 
too. The Lamborghini Factory Drivers trio was still able to score important championship points, and 
the #563 trio is now second in the Drivers’ standings of the Endurance Cup, while the squad took 
the lead in the Teams’ rankings with 68 points. Not the best of luck, instead, for the #519 car. 
With Giovanni Venturini having a strong start, the second full Lamborghini Factory Driver line-up 
fought in the Top-15 the whole race, also when Phil Keen and Franck Perera took the wheel. 
Unfortunately, the local hero was forced to an additional pit-stop due to a rear right puncture, 
crossing the finish line in 20th position. The next event for Orange1 FFF Racing Team is sche-
duled with the second GT World Challenge Europe round in Misano.

ORANGE1 FFF Racing Team conquered 
another incredible result in the fourth 

round of the Blancpain GT Series, the third 
counting for the Endurance Cup. After 

Monza and Silverstone, also Le Castellet 
saw the Chinese squad supported by 

Lamborghini Squadra Corse achieve 
another great result, as the #563 finished 

1000Km of Paul Ricard in third position. 
For the Silver Cup line-up, after the difficult 

British races, France meant the chance to 
come back into the points, thanks to their 

fifth class position (17th overall). Taylor 
Proto drove at the start, managing well the 

tricky first phases, giving the car to Diego 
Menchaca for the central stint. During the 

night, the most experienced driver of the 
trio, Michele Beretta, showed his good form 

in dark conditions, thanks to last years’ 
experience with Lamborghini. 



SATURDAY NIGHT’S ALL RIGHT FOR FIGHTING! ANOTHER WELL DESERVED 
PODIUM FOR ORANGE1 FFF RACING TEAM AT CIRCUIT PAUL RICARD 1000 KM! 

PROUD OF OUR FACTORY DRIVERS!                               -Lamborghini Squadra Corse

THE LAMBORGHINI FACTORY DRIVERS ARE STILL IN THE TOP OF THE 
BLANCPAIN GT SERIES ENDURANCE CUP AFTER A STRONG THIRD PLACE 
DURING THE WEEKEND’S SIX-HOUR RACE ON THE PAUL RICARD TRACK
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ARMANDO DONAZZAN - ORANGE1 PRESIDENT
“I am very proud of the team for this result, since the start of the 

season they have managed to get on the podium in every race, 
bringing the team to the top of the championship standings. I 

want to say thanks to all the crew and the drivers for the hard 
work and for the excellent results obtained. I am also very proud 

of the partnership between Orange1 and FFF Racing, which at 
the debut in the Blancpain GT Series in Europe is proving to be 

among the best contenders for the title. Now it’s time to commit 
all the resources and the maximum concentration towards the 

next race, the prestigious 24h of Spa!”

FU SONGYANG - TEAM OWNER
“I can’t describe how happy I am to see our team celebrating 

another great result in the Blancpain GT Series. Four podiums 
in four events, and the lead extension in the Endurance Cup is 

something we could have never imagined just a few months 
ago. Things look well also in the Blancpain GT Drivers’ overall 

and we have ahead two very important races. Misano, in the 
Blancpain GT World Challenge Europe represents home race for 

Lamborghini Squadra Corse and for our Italian personnel too, 
as our workshop is in Sant’Agata Bolognese. Then, all the efforts 

will be focusing on the longest and most prestigious race in the 
GT world, the 24 Hours of Spa.”

DENNIS LIND - DRIVER #563
“It is a hard-core series of competitors from all 

the major performance brands, and we had 
an ambitious goal of joining the podium. We 

succeeded, so whatever we are happy with. 
Overall, we keep in a strong position at the top 

of the championship, and most importantly, the 
whole team gives a solid momentum before the 

big 24-hour race at Spa next month”

ANDREA CALDARELLI - DRIVER #563
“So far we’ve been on the podium at every round, 

which is a great achievement. The race was really 
tough and I think we all did an amazing job. The team 

was mega and the car was really well balanced We 
fought hard, we had so much fun and drove with a 

smile all race long! Thanks to all the crew  for amazing 
job again, and my team mates!”

MARCO MAPELLI - DRIVER #563
In the beginning of the last stint i was struggling a little 

bit with a issue at the power steering, but i kept my 
mind focused and i was able to pass the Aston Martin 

in front of me in the last minutes and bring home a 
great podium for the team and for the championship 

fight. Special thanks also at the team for the great job! 



CONGRATS TO ALL THE TEAM & DRIVERS FOR THIS 
INCREDIBLE PODIUM AT PAUL RICARD CIRCUIT!
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