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Silverstone Circuit is a motor racing circuit in England next to the 
Northamptonshire villages of Silverstone and Whittlebury. The circuit 

straddles the Northamptonshire and Buckinghamshire border, 
with the current main circuit entry on the Buckinghamshire 
side. The Northamptonshire towns of Towcester (5 miles) and 
Brackley (7 miles) and Buckinghamshire town of Buckingham 
(6 miles) are close by, and the nearest large towns are 
Northampton and Milton Keynes.

Silverstone is the current home of the British Grand Prix, 
which it first hosted in 1948. The 1950 British Grand Prix 

at Silverstone was the first race in the newly created 
World Championship of Drivers The race rotated between 

Silverstone, Aintree and Brands Hatch from 1955 to 1986, 
but relocated permanently to Silverstone in 1987. The circuit 

also hosts the British round of the MotoGP series.



ORANGE1 TEAM GRT LIVES THROUGH BITTER-SWEET DÉJÀ-VU AT THE BLANCPAIN GT SERIES
ENDURANCE CUP IN SILVERSTONE

Orange1 Team GRT second race weekend in the 2019 Blancpain GT Series Endurance Cup at Silverstone was bittersweet 
with a hint of déjà vu. Lamborghini works driver Mirko Bortolotti and his two team-mates Rolf Ineichen and Christian 
Engelhart took pole position in the field of 48 GT3 sports cars as they had done in the season opener at Monza. Once 
again, the Lamborghini Huracán GT3 EVO with start number 63 was robbed of an excellent chance of winning.
On a brighter note, the sister car #19 running also for the Silver Cup Endurance Championship takes an excellent 8th 
place overall and the victory on his class.
The car #63 had a fantastic start into the Sunday. Italian driver Bortolotti topped the timing screen in the first 
qualifying session with an astonishing lap time. He was over half a second faster than the best of the rest on his 
fastest lap. Ineichen and Engelhart as well put in good performances in sessions two and three, enabling GRT 
Grasser Racing to secure pole position. Engelhart maintained the lead at the start and held it confidently in the 
opening stages of the three-hour race, but a repetition of what befell the crew at Monza soon took place. The 
Lamborghini suffered a puncture to the left rear tyre shortly before the end of the first stint, which wrecked 
their chances of winning. The car was ranked 36th after the stints put in by Ineichen and Bortolotti.
Car #19 was then heading for certain victory in the Silver Cup during the final hour. However, on the final 
stint, a drama began to unfold for Austrian driver Tweraser when the Lamborghini suffered a technical 
problem on the very last lap. He was going slowly as he crossed the finish line with a lead of just 0.013 
seconds on his main rival in the Silver Cup to secure victory in class for GRT Grasser Racing.

Orange1 Team GRT Withe the #19 Lamborghini 
driven by Lucas Mauron, Gerhard Tweraser and 

Arno Santamato qualified 13th on the grid and 
turned in a strong performance in an at times 

turbulent race. Their reward was eighth place 
in the overall classification and victory in the 

Silver Cup, which was a real boost for the three 
of them after narrowly missing out on the 

podium with fourth place at Monza.
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“VICTORY IN THE SILVER CUP WAS REALLY GOOD FOR THE BOYS. I’M 
VERY PROUD OF THEM.”    

Gottfried Grasser - Team Principal

“ GRT GRASSER RACING TEAM GAIN THE SECOND POLE POSITION OF THE 
SEASON WITH BORTOLOTTI, INEICHEN AND ENGELHART AT SILVERSTONE 

WITH A PERFECT QUALY SESSION.” 
motorsport.motorionline.com silverstone

“The Austrian outfit led Q1 thanks to a stellar lap from 
Bortolotti – who headed the field by a full half-second 

in the #63 Huracan. Bortolotti’s effort was crucial, as the 
Italian banked an early time in a session interrupted by red 

flags. Engelhart extended the gap in Q2 before Ineichen 
completed the job.” -Blancpain-gt-series.com



GOTTFRIED GRASSER - TEAM PRINCIPAL
““Car #19 had a really terrific weekend. Victory in the Silver Cup was 

really good for the boys. They did a top job and had a perfect race. 
I’m very proud of them. Car #63 had a really mega quali. Mirko’s lap 

was incredible, half a second up on the rest. Rolf and Christian also 
had a great qualifying session. I was very pleased with them. The first 

stint was also very promising, but of course, the puncture was a huge 
disappointment. We went in a bit too aggressive with setup. It’s just 

too bad, because we deprived ourselves of a chance to finish on the 
podium. We were plagued by technical issues and other little incidents 

with car #63 over the past weekends. We’ll work to ensure that it 
doesn’t happen again. We feel optimistic about Most and hope that we 

can finally get in the right direction there.”

ARMANDO DONAZZAN - ORANGE1 PRESIDENT
It’s always incredible the performance of GRT. The amazing job of the 

whole team, the professionality of the drivers in every condition makes 
me very proud.  I’m very happy for the victory in Silver cup of Lucas, 

Arno and Gerhard. They did a top race with the right aggressivity to 
bring the car on the podium! Mirko, Christian and Rolf as always were 

perfect, the stint of Mirko in Q1 creeped me out, half a second up on 
the rest! I think Lamborghini Squadra Corse, especially with the GT3 

Evo did an amazing job. And with more luck, we can win everything!

ROLF INEICHEN - DRIVER #63
After the Pole position in qualifying - I’m really happy with 

the result, I had to do a solid lap with a bad spot for the 
traffic. I’m very satisfied and proud of the team and of my 

mates as always, Mirko did a massive lap in Q1 and Christian 
also did a really good one. Now let’s focus on the race!

CHRISTIAN ENGELHART - DRIVER #63
“I’m extremely disappointed, for sure, because I felt that I 

drove a good stint and have everything under control. The 
tyre went without warning. We were well prepared. Rolf had 

good long-run pace and Mirko did a great lap in qualifying. 
It was all looking very positive for the weekend until the 

tyre damage dropped us back. Everyone in the team did 
an impeccable job and then that had to happen. I’m still 

disappointed, but we’ll have to analyse what went wrong 
with the tyre and look to the future.”

MIRKO BORTOLOTTI - DRIVER #63
“Setting that lap in qualy was crucial for us. From 

the previous sessions, we noticed that the tyre 
degradation would be a key factor here. I managed to 

get a good lap, right on the edge, despite the traffic. 
I am so disappointed for the result, that doesn’t show 

our real potential. I’m also thankful to my team and 
teammates for the job they have done.

ARNO SANTAMATO - DRIVER #19
“What a top job by the team! Our gearbox let go in the final 

turn, but we still managed to win the race by a couple of 
millimetres, which was absolutely amazing. I am very proud 

of our win in the Silver Cup. We had an almost perfect 
weekend. Everyone in the team did a great job and didn’t 

make any mistakes.”

LUCAS MAURON - DRIVER #19
“I took over the car from Arno in eleventh place. There was a 

safety car period that came just in time for us shortly after I 
went out on track. I was fourth after that, which was the key to 

success. I was able to keep up very well with the front-runners 
after the yellow flag period, and we were even in podium 

contention at times. I handed the car over to Gerhard lying 
in third position. I’ve been really pleased with everything this 

weekend. The car was great, the pit stops were excellent and 
Arno and Gerhard drove strong stints.”

GERHARD TWERASER - DRIVER #19
“I’m very happy that everything worked out so well. We were 

very strong throughout the weekend right from the start 
in practice. I felt very comfortable in the car later on after 

initially struggling to find my rhythm, and it was only on the 
last lap that things got a bit too hectic for me. It suddenly 

became impossible to change gears and I had to just coast 
around the circuit for about half a lap but made it to the 

finish line, luckily, so I’m very pleased to have secured victory 
in the Silver Cup. Our goal for Le Castellet is to take the lead 

in the championship.”

“SILVERSTONE IS ONE OF MY FAVOURITE TRACKS. I WAS ON 
POLE HERE IN 2016 AND ON THE FRONT ROW IN 2017, SO IT IS 

DEFINITELY GOOD TO BE BACK.”
-Mirko Bortolotti
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