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The Autodromo Nazionale Monza is a historic race track located 
near the city of Monza, north of Milan, in Italy. Built in 1922, it is 

the world’s third purpose-built motor racing circuit after those of 
Brooklands and Indianapolis. The circuit’s biggest event is the 
Formula 1 Italian Grand Prix. With the exception of 1980, the 
race has been hosted there since the series’s inception.
Built in the Royal Villa of Monza park in a woodland setting, 
he site has three tracks – the 5.793-kilometre (3.600 mi) 
Grand Prix track, the 2.405-kilometre (1.494 mi) Junior 
track, and a 4.250-kilometre (2.641 mi) high speed oval 
track with steep bankings which has been unused for 
many decades and is now decaying.

The track was constructed in 1922 to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of the founding of the Milan Automobile Club. 

The S.I.A.S (Società Incremento Automobilismo e Sport) 
was set up to organise the construction that was funded 

entirely with private capital. The track was designed by the 
architect Alfredo Rosselli with various goals in mind. Several 

possible locations were considered for the autodrome, the 
most convincing of which were in the “moorland” area of 

Gallarate, where Malpensa international airport now lies, and 
the Cagnola district which at that time was on the outskirts 

of Milan. The draft projects for these two solutions called 
for a peripheral ring circuit with possible complementary 

courses inside it. But the final decision fell on the Villa Reale 
park in Monza which, at that time belonged to the Italian 

Veterans’ Institute.



POLE
POSITION!

ROLLER-COASTER OF EMOTIONS FOR GRT GRASSER RACING TEAM AT MONZA

Sunday could not have got off to a better start at Monza for GRT Grasser Racing. After taking victory at Sebring, Bortolotti, 
Ineichen and Engelhart secured pole position for the three-hour race in the afternoon. The start took place behind the 
safety car as the heavens opened. Bortolotti initially defended his lead when the safety car peeled off into the pit lane.
However, he had to pit with a puncture after about half an hour. But every cloud has a silver lining. As the field was 
under Full Course Yellow and travelling quite slowly, he was able to return to the track in second place. Bortolotti 
used the end of another Full Course Yellow period to surprise the race leader with an overtaking manoeuvre. He 
then posted strong lap times, pulling away from his rivals. Bortolotti handed over the Lamborghini Huracán GT3 
EVO to Ineichen, who had to struggle on slicks, as the track did not dry out as expected. The last change of 
drivers took place about an hour before the end of the race when it was Engelhart’s turn to drive. But on Lap 
62 came bad news for the German driver. The ABS had stopped working and he had no choice but to retire 
the car in the pits.quite slowly, he was able to return to the track in second place. Bortolotti used the end of 
another Full Course Yellow period to surprise the race leader with an overtaking manoeuvre. He then posted 
strong lap times, pulling away from his rivals. Bortolotti handed over the Lamborghini Huracán GT3 EVO 
to Ineichen, who had to struggle on slicks, as the track did not dry out as expected. The last change of 
drivers took place about an hour before the end of the race when it was Engelhart’s turn to drive. But 
on Lap 62 came bad news for the German driver. The ABS had stopped working and he had no choice 
but to retire the car in the pits.

The season opener of the Blancpain GT 
Series Endurance Cup at Monza was a 

roller-coaster of emotions for GRT Grasser 
Racing. Their delight at pole position for 

car #63 with Lamborghini works driver 
Mirko Bortolotti, Rolf Ineichen and Christian 

Engelhart was followed by disappointment 
over its retirement from the race.

Things were the other way round for car #19 
with Lucas Mauron, Gerhard Tweraser and 

Arno Santamato. The three of them went on 
a great charge in the race after a mediocre 

result in qualifying, and there was a drop of 
bitterness in finishing fourth, just missing 

the podium in the Silver Cup.



3h of monza
 “ORANGE1 TEAM GRT AND LAMBORGHINI EMERGES FROM RAIN-HIT 
QUALIFYING TO BAG POLE POSITION AT MONZA.”    

blancpain-gt-series.com

WET POLE POSITION FOR ORANGE1 TEAM GRT AND BORTOLOTTI!
THE ITALIAN DRIVER WAS THE FASTER UNDER THE HEAVY RAIN
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MIRKO BORTOLOTTI - DRIVER
“It was a pity as regards the end result. We absolutely 

deserved more. I kept the lead from pole during my 
first stint and extended it, but unfortunately, we were 

very unlucky later. Still, we can be very satisfied with 
our performance.”

CHRISTIAN ENGELHART - DRIVER
“We hoped to be really successful at Monza. We were 

very well prepared and had a really good car. We 
showed in qualifying just what the team and the car 

are capable of. I drove on slicks in the second stint of 
the race, which was a mistake in hindsight, because 

conditions were very difficult and the tyres just did not 
build up enough grip. Unfortunately, we lost the ABS 

on the final stint and it’s not possible to drive without 
it at Monza in such conditions. All in all, it was an 

excellent weekend, showing how well the team can 
do. That gives us hope for the races to come.”

ARMANDO DONAZZAN - ORANGE1 PRESIDENT
TESTO MANCANTE

GOTTFRIED GRASSER - TEAM PRINCIPAL
“Our weekend had its ups and downs. Still, there was a great deal that 

was very positive. Rolf, Christian and Mirko had a mega qualifying and 
showed the car’s potential. We were very optimistic about the race and 

Mirko’s first stint was great too. We were hoping for a podium result. 
However, he had already noticed ABS error messages cropping up on 

his stint. Things got worse for Rolf until finally, the ABS stopped working 
altogether for Christian. We had the problem on Saturday as well but 

couldn’t find the fault. We’ll have it fixed for the next race. Even though 
we failed to secure a great result, we don’t regard it as a negative. Our 

pace was amazing. We also see the race with our Silver Cup car driven 
by Arno, Lucas and Gerhard as being very positive. Their pace was very 

strong and they achieved the fastest time of any Lamborghini in the 
race, even though they had not had the opportunity to do any testing 

previously in the new Lamborghini. Well done, I say. I can’t wait to go 
racing with them again next time!”

ROLF INEICHEN - DRIVER
”It should have been a terrific weekend for us. We 

were extremely well placed and well prepared. We 
did everything right in qualifying and finished on pole 

in really tough conditions in the rain. We were very 
optimistic about the race. We had a strong car, but 

unfortunately, there was a technical problem and we 
were forced to retire.”

SANTAMATO, MAURON AND TWERASER STEADILY FOUGHT THEIR WAY FORWARDS IN 
THE RAIN AT MONZA FROM 29TH ON THE GRID IN THE OVERALL FIELD AND P10 IN THE 

SILVER CUP. NOT EVEN SMALL SETBACKS SUCH AS LOSS OF TIME DURING TWO PIT STOPS 
COULD STOP THEM. HOWEVER, THEIR CHARGE UP THE FIELD WENT UNREWARDED. THEY 

MISSED A PODIUM FINISH IN THE SILVER CUP BY A MERE 0.170 SECONDS. STILL, THE THREE 
OF THEM COULD BE VERY PLEASED WITH FOURTH PLACE IN THE HIGH-CALIBRE SILVER CUP 

FIELD AND P11 OVERALL.
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