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3h of MONZA
Blancpain GT Series - Endurance Cup



The Autodromo Nazionale Monza is a historic race track located 
near the city of Monza, north of Milan, in Italy. Built in 1922, it is 

the world’s third purpose-built motor racing circuit after those of 
Brooklands and Indianapolis. The circuit’s biggest event is the 
Formula 1 Italian Grand Prix. With the exception of 1980, the 
race has been hosted there since the series’s inception.
Built in the Royal Villa of Monza park in a woodland setting, 
he site has three tracks – the 5.793-kilometre (3.600 mi) 
Grand Prix track, the 2.405-kilometre (1.494 mi) Junior 
track, and a 4.250-kilometre (2.641 mi) high speed oval 
track with steep bankings which has been unused for 
many decades and is now decaying.

The track was constructed in 1922 to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of the founding of the Milan Automobile Club. 

The S.I.A.S (Società Incremento Automobilismo e Sport) 
was set up to organise the construction that was funded 

entirely with private capital. The track was designed by the 
architect Alfredo Rosselli with various goals in mind. Several 

possible locations were considered for the autodrome, the 
most convincing of which were in the “moorland” area of 

Gallarate, where Malpensa international airport now lies, and 
the Cagnola district which at that time was on the outskirts 

of Milan. The draft projects for these two solutions called 
for a peripheral ring circuit with possible complementary 

courses inside it. But the final decision fell on the Villa Reale 
park in Monza which, at that time belonged to the Italian 

Veterans’ Institute.
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DOUBLE PODIUM FOR ORANGE1 FFF RACING TEAM IN THE BLANCPAIN GT SERIES
ENDURANCE CUP AT MONZA!

Sunday surprisingly started with no rain, but the track was still wet and qualifying became basically a one-push-lap 
effort, given the many red flags. Car #563 proved the best position on the grid (6th  in the average lap times combi-
nation) for the team, while #519 took the 15th slot. For the Silver Cup drivers, it wasn’t an easy debut, with a final 
P28 in the overall time sheet.  The Italian round obviously had a strong meaning for the entire FFF squad, given the 
link with Lamborghini and the fact of having its operating base in Sant’Agata Bolognese. On top, each car line-up 
features at least one Italian driver. In the race, Lind-Caldarelli-Mapelli, alternating at the wheel in this order, 
managed a great recover after the Danish was pushed out of track in the initial phases, with the two Italians 
setting an amazing pace, up to a final second place, being also for more than half race, the best Lamborghini 
Huracan GT3 EVO of the field. 
 
A great recover was made also by the Silver Cup boys, with Beretta-Proto-Menchaca finishing 10th overall, 
but more importantly, third in their category.  It was a tougher race for the #519 car, with Venturini-Ke-
en-Perera losing a possible top-5 finish after race direction inflicted the car a 30-seconds penalty in the 
last stint due to a contact with a lapped car, with the 17th final place sounding a bit disappointing. 

ORANGE1 FFF RACING TEAM successfully 
completed its maiden official 2019 

appearance. The Chinese squad, running three 
Lamborghini Huracan GT3 Evo cars, started 

the week-end with a positive free practice day 
on Friday, with both ORANGE1 cars achieving 

a Top-10 result, in wet and also dry conditions. 
Saturday was even better, as after the good 

pace shown in the morning’s free practice, 
at the end of afternoon’s Pre-Qualifying, car 

#563 of Caldarelli-Lind-Mapelli set the second 
fastest time, followed by the #519 trio, Keen-

Perera-Venturini, in fourth place. In the Silver 
Cup, car #555 of Beretta-Menchaca-Proto, 15th 

in the overall rankings, was also able to be at 
the top (third) and the fastest Lamborghini 

branded car in its category.  



3h OF MONZA
 “ALMOST THE BEST START POSSIBLE FOR ORANGE1 FFF RACING TEAM IN 

BLANCPAIN GT SERIES AT MONZA ENI CIRCUIT. P2 FOR OUR FACTORY DRIVERS 
CALDARELLI, LIND AND MAPELLI AT THE END OF A RAINY RACE!”

-Lamborghini Squadra Corse

THE CHARGING DANE DENNIS LIND IN THE #563 ORANGE 1 FFF LAMBORGHINI 
PUTTING IN A STORMING DRIVE AFTER HIS FIRST LAP DRAMA.

-Dailysportscar.com
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DENNIS LIND - DRIVER
We are very happy and very satisfied! The competition 

is fierce in the Blancpain series, and we had hoped 
for a top 10 position, so second place is beyond 

expectation. Generally, a great start to an important 
championship, which means a lot to the team 

and to Lamborghini. Unfortunately, there was little 
miscommunication during the pit stop, which cost us 

about a minute. Luckily, we managed to fight our way 
back in the fight, with the help of strong teammates 

and some lucky safetycars, and at the end of the race 
we were only 10 seconds away from the leading car!

GREAT COMEBACK EVEN FOR THE LAMBORGHINI HURACAN BY ORANGE1 
FFF RACING TEAM OF CALDARELLI-MAPELLI-LIND, CLOSING THE RACE IN 

2ND PLACE GOING UP FROM THE LAST POSITIONS.
-MBNews.it

ANDREA CALDARELLI - DRIVER
“It was very hard the work for us, coming from 

Blancpain Asia and set it up all the team in a very 
short time, but I think today we have shown that what 

we did in Asia, is it possible also in Europe, and for me 
it meant a lot. It was very hard, the car was very fast 

on wet but we did few mistakes, especially on the first 
pit stop we lost more than 30sec, so after that we just 

push trying to come back! And we did it! All team did 
an amazing job, I’m very proud of my mates and every 

member of the crew and I’m sure it will be a season 
with great results!”

MARCO MAPELLI - DRIVER
“The team did a brilliant job, as usual with mixed 

conditions race was a bit of gamble, especially after 
the first stint, I think the team did the best and our 

car was mega on the wet, was not clear race for us 
because we did a small mistakes but, as first outing for 

our team in the BES, I think we can be happy for the 
result. Personally I was a bit upset for not being able 

to push till the end due to the tires issues.  But happy 
to bring the car and many points home. Now we need 

to work harder to improve our weak points. Thanks to 
my teammates and the whole team!”

ARMANDO DONAZZAN - ORANGE1 PRESIDENT
“I’m so excited for this new season. The atmosphere of the team is 

incredible, they are very close with a mega determination, a lot of passion 
and the will to win! I’m very proud. The drivers have a lot of experience, 

with a record of victories knockout. The team did an amazing job, with 
mixed conditions is always hard to find the right compromise but I 

think cars were mega and they manage every moment with an high 
level of professionalism. I want to say thanks to Mr Fu Songyang, for me 

it’s an honour to share this amazing project together and thanks to 
Lamborghini Squadra corse. I can’t wait for the next race, this season I 

feel the passion of this amazing word more than even!”
FU SONGYANG - TEAM OWNER

“It was nice for me to attend on track the Blancpain GT Series Endurance 
Cup season-opening round in Monza. We already had some SRO 

experiences, but racing in top-level series is always great. The crowd was 
amazing, especially considering the weather conditions they endured 

during the weekend. The results have been awesome, but what I’ve 
been mostly impressed by has been the atmosphere inside the team, 

all the guys working very well together, not just the drivers, but every 
member of the crew. They really showed passion for this project, and I’m 

very happy of this. Having in our boxes such important presences from 
ORANGE1 and Lamborghini Squadra Corse meant a lot to me, and I’m 

sure we brought some new way of doing things in the paddock”.



CONGRATS TO ALL THE TEAM & DRIVERS FOR THIS 
INCREDIBLE JOB!
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