
EMMBROOK INFANT SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 

   March 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Well we are almost at the end of the Spring Term already! March has flown by and we have all been 

very busy this month as you will see.  

 

 

Living Eggs once again visited us and spent two weeks in the Robins’ 

class. Ten eggs were delivered with eight successfully hatching. Three 

chicks were collected early as they were having troubles standing, de-

spite our wonderful Year 1 staff creating makeshift splints out of straws, 

as suggested by Living Eggs. Five healthy fluffy chicks left us  after their 

two week stay to return back to Living Eggs who rehome them. The chil-

dren certainly learnt a lot, not only about the life cycle of a chicken but 

also about the complications of chicks hatching. We look forward to having Living Eggs back in 

school again next year. 

Science Week—11th—15th March 

The children thoroughly enjoyed their Science enrichment 

week! The children all took part in a carrousel of science 

based activities and experiments throughout the week 

and enjoyed Mr Tracy and science students from The 

Emmbrook School who came to run our Science assem-

bly on Thursday 14th March. They all looked splendid in 

their ‘lab coats’ and told me they were scientists! 

 

Easter Move around Day!! 

The children had a wonderful day on Wednesday 27th March moving 

around the school engaging in lots of fun Easter related activities from 

an Easter egg hunt in the playground to making Easter baskets and 

nests. 

 

 

 

                  I hope you all have a lovely Easter and manage to have some quality family 

time together, hopefully in the Spring sunshine! 

 

Best wishes 

April’s Core 

Value - 

Self-discipline 



 

 

 

Hand to Mouth Theatre came back 

to see us on Tuesday 5th March 

with their production of ‘Head in 

the Clouds’ about a puppet man who’s magical hat blows away and goes on a 

journey giving daydreams to everyone who wears it.  

 

The children all really entered into the spirit on World Book Day by 

coming into school dressed as their favourite book character. Well 

done to all the children and families who cleverly created outfits out 

of items you already had at home! I hope the children all managed 

to use their £1 book tokens. 

 

 

Mobile planetarium 

came to visit us again on Friday 8th March. Founda-

tion greatly enjoyed their Space workshop whilst 

Year 1 learnt all about the Interactive Sky and Year 

2 were thoroughly engrossed with their session on 

the Solar System. We look forward to welcoming 

Creative Space back to school in 2020!  

 

Year 1 visited the Henley River and Rowing Museum on 

Thursday 21st March as part of their topic on Bridges.  

They spent time sketching Henley Bridge and had time 

to explore the museum as well as taking part in a bridge 

building workshop.  

 

uSports came into school on Tuesday 26th March to run a 

Team Games workshop with all the children where they learnt 

all about Team games! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all the parents who made time to attend both the Year 1 Phonics 

meeting on 4th March and also the Coding Evening on 20th March. We really 

appreciate that the timings of meetings are not always convenient to all par-

ents and as such any year group specific meetings take place during the day 

to ensure we are not increasing teacher workload and when we get a better 

turn of parents and carers.  

We received a very positive response that 71 parents had returned slips in-

forming us that they wished to attend our evening Computing meeting. Sadly 

only 49 out of 173 actually attended in the end which is one of the reasons 

why we hold most meetings during the day. 

 

 

We have been lucky to have such a broad range of assemblies this month. We en-

joyed class assemblies from Woodpeckers, Kingfishers, Green Cygnets and Robins.  

Well done to all the children involved, I am sure you will agree the children’s confi-

dence in public speaking grows every term! 

 

Reverend Lamey conducted an assembly on the Easter story. We are very fortunate 

that he gives so much time to our school and supports our RE curriculum in this way. 

It is always refreshing for the children to listen to a  variety of speakers and not just 

me!  

 

Mr Tracy , a science teacher at The Emmbrook School came across with some of his 

Year 7 and 9 students to run a science assembly as part of our Science Week celebra-

tions.  The children watched in wonder as they were shown lots of experiments and 

we cannot wait to have Mr Tracy and students back next year!  

 



 

 

 

Grow a Pound 

The final total the children raised was an amazing £1,303.52!!               

Lance Gresty in Robins won a WHSmiths gift voucher for raising 

a fantastic £102.11 using his £1 and entrepreneurial skills by       

purchasing a sponge to wash cars and then reinvested his money 

to buy ingredients to make cakes that he sold to friends and    

family! The money raised will go towards all the workshops for the         

summer term including a visiting T-Rex and the Happy Puzzle Company! 

. 

 

 Foundation Cake Sale! 

Mrs Freemantle and Mrs Massarella would like to thank all    

Foundation parents and carers who kindly took time to make and 

donate lots of yummy cakes for the Foundation cake sale. They 

raised an impressive £91.20 which will be put towards new re-

sources for Foundation. 

 

 

We had another fun non-uniform day where the children 

paid £1 to come into school wearing something red - silly 

noses were optional! We managed to raise a fantastic  

£176.75 for such a great charity. Thank you again for your 

support. 
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Governors’ message  

It’s been 2 months since the outstanding success our Ofsted inspection and as a team, the 
school governing body have a few Thank You’s that we would like to make: 
  

To all of the school staff: for the amazing team that they are, the tremendous hard work 
they put in, for making our role enjoyable, for being inspirational to the children and for 
being a thoroughly lovely group of people that welcome us into school every time we vis-
it. It’s a pleasure to support you. 

To the children: for being great! For knowing who we are when we come in ‘I know who 
you are, you’re wearing a black lanyard, so you’re a governor, which means you help Mrs 
Gillard’, and for listening, learning and showing our inspectors just how brilliant you and 
our school are.    

To the parents: for choosing to send your children to the school and for all you do to sup-
port the school, it doesn’t go un-noticed. The inspector commented on the really high re-
sponse to the Parent View. Within 1 evening there were 123 responses, including 66 free-
text responses, which is an incredible response rate. 

Now that we have reached our outstanding grade, we do not have a set cycle for the next 
visit, but does that mean that we sit back and rest on our laurels? Oh no! We have a for-
mula of committees, meetings, working groups and visits that works, so we will continue 
with these, but also we are looking at improving things further in the school. Examples in-
clude: How can we support to reduce teacher workload without impacting the learning 
outcomes and enjoyment? How can we make efficiencies with upcoming technologies?  
  

Thank You, Danke, Gracias, Tack, Ďakujem, Merci, dzięki, bedankt 

Your Governing Body 

Governors Needed!! 

Emmbrook Junior School are looking for parents and carers to 

join their governing body. If a governor role is of interest to 

you, please either contact Mrs Gillard or Mr Fenton at 

Emmbrook Junior School directly. 

Thank you. 



Lucky Winners of the PTA 100 

club 

First……6 

Second…..18 

Third…….1 

Photos on the Golden Rules  

Rainbow Board this month! 

 

Congratulations to those children presented with a Silver Swan this month... 

 

 

 

Congratulations to those children awarded 

an INDEPENDENCE leaf on our Core Values 

Tree this month.... 

     

 

Charlotte Turner Rosa Warren Isla Wales Aarav Gupta 

Fatima Hussain Evie Plummer Tommy Toop Thomas Frost 

Alex Desai Matteo Di Costanzo Sophia Currie Claudia Goncalves 

Maisie Flynn Dominic Laski Noah Griffiths Maisie Fletcher 

Harry Robson Grace Garrett Iris Saynor Oliver Whitehouse 

Eva Ward Luke Peers Jude Mpofu Ben Dorogi-Lawrence 

Pola Debksa Rihanna Briggs Tyler King Jessica Pratt 

Lottie Harrison George Day Luke Matthews Matthew Madry 

Elisabet Tigerstedt George Mason Isabella Jones Lucas Siggins 

Emily Butchers Emma Catterick William Roberts Isla Ketley 

Rafe Godwin Dylan Ellis Riley Hawthorne All of Green Cygnets 

   All of Robins  

Emily Langley-Hawkins 

Isla Ketley 

George Sprake 

Jaiyen Manota Joel Thomas 

Emmi Matthews Samuel O'Connor 

Evan Giles Ben Dorogi-Lawrence 

Rihanna Briggs Lacey Hadwick 

Albie Childs-Humar Isla Wales 

Tyler King Charlotte Jones 

Eloise Edwards Ben Hope 

Oliver Whitehouse Matteo Di-Constanzo 

Ellie Mitchell Emily Langley-Hawkins 

Lucas Siggins Pola Debska 

Lil Smallman Leo Ketley 

Thomas Frost Isabella Jones 

Holly Spratt Daniel Benson 

Eleanor Manning  
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Summer Term dates for your diary… 

April 

23rd April    Back to school 

    Year 2 Feathers and Fur owl workshop 

    3.20pm - Travelling Book Fair – 3 for 2 on all books! 

24th April   2.40pm – Year 1 Meet the Teacher termly curriculum meeting 

    3.20pm - Travelling Book Fair – 3 for 2 on all books! 

25th April   Maidenhead mosque school assembly 

 2.40pm – Year 2 Meet the Teacher termly curriculum meeting 

    3.20pm - Travelling Book Fair – 3 for 2 on all books! 

26th April  Mrs Massarella’s London Marathon non-uniform day for Daisy’s Dream 

 – all   children invited to wear sports clothing to school for a £1  

  donation to Daisy’s Dream. 

  3.20pm - Travelling Book Fair – 3 for 2 on all books! 

  3.30pm – Dodgeball catch up session from Spring Term 

30th April  2.40pm – Foundation Meet the Teacher termly curriculum meeting 

 

May 

6th May Deaf Awareness Week 

8th May Foundation height, weight and hearing tests – for those children who 

were not tested in the Spring term. 

10th May 2.30pm – Red Cygnets’ assembly 

14th May Tempest class photos 

21st May Year 1 trip to Reading Museum 

27th May HALF TERM 

 

June 

3rd June Back to school 

4th June uSports tennis workshop 

6th June Year 1 workshop with Rabbi Zvi on synagogues and Shavuot 

 2.30pm – Green Cygnets’ assembly 

7th June 2.30pm – Fun Run 

10th June Year 1 Phonics Week 

11th June Year 2 to visit junior school for tour and Q&A session 

14th June 2.30pm – Robins’ assembly 

17th June Year 2 to junior school for lunch 



Summer Term dates continued… 

18th June Year 2 trip to Woolley Firs 

19th June Dinosaur visit and Foundation workshop on fossils 

 Year 2 PE session at the junior school  

20th June Foundation trip to Rushall Farm 

21st June 2.30pm – Swans’ assembly 

25th June Happy Puzzle Company – Mind Missions, Logic Island workshop 

26th June Change Over Day – all children move up a year to test out their new 

classes 

 6pm – New September Intake Parents Meeting 

28th June Non-uniform day for Summer Fair 

29th June Summer Fair 

 

 

July 

1st July International Week 

2nd July Bollywood workshop 

4th July International move around day 

5th July International afternoon 

8th July Police summer safety assembly 

10th July Rock Choir to sing to senior citizens at Emmbrook Village Hall  

11th July Sports’ AND Grandparents’ Day 

15th July Year 2 Leavers’ Party 

16th July Reserve Sports’ Day 

17th July Year 2 Leavers’ Assembly to parents 

18th July Talent Show! 

19th July Break for Summer at 2pm 
 

 



 

 

  

 Summer Term 2019 

 Start of Pupil Term      Tuesday 23rd April  

 Bank Holiday Closure      Monday 6th May  

 Half Term        Monday 27th – Friday 31st May 

 End of Pupil Term      Friday 19th July at 2pm  

 Staff In-Service Training Day     Monday 22nd July  

 Staff In-Service Training Day     Tuesday 23rd July 

 Autumn Term 2019 

 Staff In-Service Training Day     Tuesday 3rd September  

 Start of Pupil term (Year 1 & 2 Only)   Wednesday 4th September 

 Half Term        Monday 28th October – Friday 1st November 

 Staff In-Service Training Day     Monday 4th November 

 End of Pupil Term      Friday 20th December at 2pm 

 Spring Term 2020 

 Start of Pupil Term      Monday 6th January 

 Half Term        Monday 17th- Friday 21st February 

 End of Pupil Term      Thursday 2nd April at 2pm 

 Staff In-Service Training Day     Friday 3rd April 

 Summer Term 2020 

 Start of Pupil Term      Monday 20th April  

 Bank Holiday Closure      Monday 4th May  

 Half Term        Monday 25th – Friday 29th May 

 End of Pupil Term      Friday 17th July at 2pm  

 Staff In-Service Training Day     Monday 20th July  

 Staff In-Service Training Day     Tuesday 21st July 


