
 

 TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – Year of Luke 
Sunday 25 September 2022 

GETTING IT RIGHT 
 

Spiritual Parables sometimes present the 'rich' person as a hero of justice, sometimes as a miserly 
villain.  Today's Parable from the Beloved Son of God has mighty imagery.  The extravagance of the rich man 
is played off against the utter destitution of the poor man.  The rich man is not a miser.  His problem is that 
he is numb to the presence of the poor and inattentive to their needs.  While Lazarus starves, he has Sunday 
lunch seven days a week.  Where Lazarus is covered in sores, the rich man is covered in the finest 
threads.  Lazarus lies at his door and it is a door that never opens.  The rich man needs to become more 
sensitive to the poverty and suffering in front of his eyes. 
 

Death brings a reversal.  The rich man is given a proper burial while beggars rarely are.  But instead of saying 
that the body of Lazarus was devoured by beasts, the story has angels carry him to the bosom of 
Abraham.  Now Abraham was a rich man of the first kind - generous, heroic and a master of the art of 
hospitality.  No poor person would ever have lain unnoticed and unattended at his door.  His door was open 
and the poor would have been clothed and sat at his table.  
 

In some teaching stories, when the rich man finds himself in hell, he sees the error of his ways and asks for 
a second chance. But this story does not go in that direction.  The rich man is not interested in repentance 
or second chances. When he asks 'Father' Abraham for help,  he is told that the real children of Abraham are 
those who feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, and create for the lonely a home, a community where 
they belong.  The rich man will not get the hearing he wants. Notice too how he can now see Lazarus very 
clearly and that he calls on him for help!  Abrahams' reply gives no explanation for the reversed situation 
but he empties the rich man of his last vestige of hope by pointing to the uncrossable gulf that makes help 
impossible.  The time before death is the time for repentance.  The message of the story is clear.  Don't waste 
your precious time: repent NOW! 
 

The rich mans' torment cannot be relieved but he might be able to save those he loves from the same 
fate.  But his request to send a resuscitated Lazarus to warn them, only galvanises the storyteller to drive his 
point home all the harder.  The way of change is not to fear the future but to listen and act on the prophets 
call for justice now.  The rich man is not convinced.  People will change if they see something spectacular, 
like say, a resurrection.  Abraham is now the one who is not convinced.  Moses and the Prophets are the key 
to understanding the life, death and resurrection of the Beloved Son of God.  They don't need something 
more.  They must attend to what they already have.  The story ends by stating clearly that the rich man’s fate 
was sealed when he refused to listen to Moses and the Prophets.  They were absolutely clear that caring for 
the poor of the earth is the only show in town.  But the rich man misunderstood his wealth and saw it as an 
advantage over the poor. When he did this, he put himself at odds with God's purposes. 
 

This story, although it unfolds and is told in the afterlife, is not intended by Jesus to scare his hearers, or to 
try and paint a picture of life beyond the grave.  The real target of the story are the assumptions and attitudes 
of people living here and now on planet earth.  Vivid stories about heaven and hell are told to make clear 
the truths that may be obscured in the murky dealings of the world.  The way the world works is not the way 
God works.  The class systems and social arrangements of the world are not sanctioned by eternity.  Any 
theology that sees wealth as a blessing from God and poverty and sickness as a divine curse is mistaken.  And 
if this theology is used to keep the gap between the rich and the poor as wide as possible it is insidious.  The 
Beloved Son of God teaches His disciples to rearrange the wealth of the earth in such a way that all people 
share in them.  Abraham thinks the rich man should have known this all along - and he is right.  There is no 
excuse for his appalling behaviour.  Something more is not needed.  There is enough already. 
 

The directive to bridge the gap between rich and poor is clear; but how we should do it isn't always so 
clear.  Change can only come from those who have heard the Parable and ask themselves, how, in this 
situation change can be created.  Every disciple has to know how to translate spiritual truth into social 
fact.  On one side of the door, the rich Feast, on the other side of the door, the poor starve.  Who holds the 
Key?  The answer is to be found in the universal truth that doors can only be opened from the inside. 



 

 PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
 

Dorothy Kirwan 
 

Marjory Brown 
 

Fr. Kevin Jones , whose Requiem Mass will be held at St. 
Edmund Campion Church, 40A Altwood Road, Maidenhead, 

SL6 4PY on Saturday 1st October at 11am.  His body will then be moved to Crowthorne and 
Sandhurst where he will lie in Immaculate Conception Church where Mass will be 
celebrated at 10.15am on Monday 3rd October. Following Mass, he will be taken to 
Easthampstead Park Crematorium at 11.30am.  

 

MAY THEIR SOULS, AND THE SOULS OF ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED,  
THROUGH THE MERCY OF GOD, REST IN PEACE. AMEN. 

 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Morag Scott and Matthieu Sewell who were 
married here on Saturday 24th September.  Please pray for them as they begin 
their married life together. 
 

Alpha is an opportunity to explore life and the Christian 
faith in a friendly, open and informal environment.  Alpha is 
not so much a course, but an experience!  Our next in-
person Alpha begins on Thursday 6th October at 7pm and 
runs every Thursday evening until 1st December. The format 
is the same each week: we eat together, we watch a video 
and then we gather together in small groups for discussion.  

To find out more and to sign up, go to https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/alpha 
 

PLEASE NOTE: We would like any parent hoping to have their child baptised or to receive 
their first Holy Communion to attend Alpha as part of the sacramental preparation. 
 

CAN YOU HELP? If you’ve attended Alpha before we’d love for you to join the team as a table 
host or helper;  if you have some technical prowess, perhaps you’d like to help with the 
audio/visual side of things; if you enjoy preparing some simple food for others to share, we’d 
also love to hear from you.  Speak to Mary McNab or email the office to get involved. 

 
 

MUSIC & POETRY EVENING 
Saturday 1st October 7:30pm 

Organised by our very own John Weeks and several guests 
including singer Maria Kesselman and author Keith Sheppard.  The 
programme will consist mostly of music and poetry.  In the hall 
there will be an art exhibition with a number of painters showing 
some fine and interesting work.  We are also holding a limerick 
competition!  The winner will be announced on the night.  Pop your 
entries with your name on the back in the box in the porch, closing 
date 30th September. Tickets for the concert are on sale after 
Masses this weekend priced at £5 each.  All proceeds to the parish. 
 



 

CAFOD Family Fast Day – World Food Crisis Appeal Friday 7 October 2022 
Millions of families are facing a food crisis that could be the worst in living memory. As each day 
goes by, the situation worsens. As people of faith, we must act. Your donations can help CAFOD’s 
local experts to provide emergency food supplies to families in the worst affected countries in 
East Africa and support communities around the world working hard to put food on the table. 
Please give today or start a monthly gift to CAFOD. Envelopes will be available next weekend, or 
donate online cafod.org.uk/fastday. 
 

ALSO thank you for your prayers and donations to our DEC Pakistan Floods Appeal.  Our 
partners have been able to deliver immediate food and medical relief to flood affected 
communities in Sindh Province in Pakistan and will continue to do so. 
 

CHOIRS & MUSIC GROUP - We are hoping to strengthen the support for our choirs and music 
group and are inviting people who are interested in singing and/or who play an instrument, to 
consider joining us and helping to further enrich the Mass .  Please speak to John Weeks if you are 
interested, or leave your name at the office. 
 

The best way to stay up to date with the current list of needs is by 
downloading ‘BankTheFood’ app.  It is updated throughout the 
week with the products that the Bracknell Foodbank is in most need 

of – the app can even send you a reminder as you approach the supermarket to 
pick up donations!  Follow the QR code to take you to the app. 
 
CHURCH CAR PARK - Thank you to those who have sent in car park subscription forms.  All 
forms received are being processed and the details added to our system over the course of this 
month.  Given that the work on the church roof is still ongoing, the bollards will remain down until 
this work is completed – now estimated to be by the end of September. In the meantime, you can 
use the car park normally but please park safely and respectfully in the marked bays only. 
 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, 
HOUSEBOUND  OR IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM  

 

Brenda Theobald, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Anne Hardy, Patricia 
Holmwood, Blanche Shap, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony Andrews, Derek 
Alexander, Shaun Howard, Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, Jerry Tobin, Rico 
Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey Lam, Marie 
Swash, Terri Landmann,  Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Brenda Lynch, Amanda Killestein, 
Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley, Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles, John Moir, 
Beryl Pilgrim, Charles Hose, Douglas & Bernadette Hunt, Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita Kokou-Tchri, 
Margaret Finnieston, Louis Burgisser, Prim & Ian Maynard, Vivienne Halfpenny, Ann O’Sullivan, 
Allan James, Lucia Saligoi, Leonie Macintosh, Maureen Baxter, Catherine White, Freda Crookall, Ann 
D’Ambrosio, Edmund Carroll, Claire Hose. 
 

To add or remove a name to this list with consent, please contact the Parish Office.  
If you or your relative is housebound, or because of illness cannot come to Mass and wish to 

receive Holy Communion at home, call the parish office  
01344 425729 or email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

 
 

 



 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     
Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch   

Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 
Safeguarding: Marion McGuire, Sarah Birch, Paula Read  
07712 048695 safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Parish Office, St. Joseph’s Church, 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, RG12 1HA 
Usual Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 9:30am-2:30pm 

Telephone: 01344 425729 
Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Website: https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

MASS TIMES 
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Saturday 24th   6pm Mass Bernadette & Doug Hunt 
Sunday 25th  8:30am Mass John Collins RIP 
 10:30am Mass 

 

Parish Intentions 

Monday 26th   NO MASS – OFFICE CLOSED 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL, Founder, memorial 
Tuesday 27th  10am Mass Daniel O’Connor RIP 

Wednesday 28th    10am Mass Camelia & Ifeanyi Harrison 

THE HOLY ARCHANGELS MICHAEL, GABRIEL & RAPHAEL, feast 
Thursday 29th  10am Mass Alvaro Dos Santos RIP 

ST. JEROME, Priest, Doctor of the Church, memorial 
Friday 30th  12pm Mass Leonard McCrum RIP 

ST. TERESA OF THE CHILD JESUS, Doctor of the Church, memorial 
Saturday 1st   10am Mass  

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Saturday 1st 6pm Mass Catherine Grattan RIP 
Sunday 2nd  8:30am Mass Parish Intentions 
 10:30am Mass  

 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 
 

New to our parish or not yet registered?  https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-registration 
________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 
07394 440 938 

pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in 
need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you haven’t 
had contact with the Catholic Church for a while. 
Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat. 

 
07947 182 761 

stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
 

Are you in the land of loss & would 
appreciate a chat with someone in 
our group? If so, do not hesitate to get in 
touch.  

Call IN CONFIDENCE 
07731 862 349 

 
If you need help, particularly, as a 
result of the economic impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the local 
Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) 
may be able to provide some 
assistance. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS Online, Bank Transfer, Direct Debit, Standing Order https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/planned-giving  
 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO: PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
South Berkshire Pastoral Area, Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese, Registered Charity No. 246871 


