
 

 TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – Year of Luke 
Sunday 18 September 2022 
SPIRITUAL SURVIVAL 

 

A dishonest 'manager' has been caught in the act of stealing.  He sees his life unravel and visits to 
the jobcentre don't hold out much hope that things will improve.  Then, like the wasteful son in the 
Parable of the Prodigal Father, this man reviews his situation and comes up with a survival 
strategy.  His back is to the wall and he's not going down without a fight.  His  strategy is to seduce 
others to collude in his dishonesty.  He tells himself, that once the trap is sprung, he can enjoy their 
support for a long time to come.  Sound familiar? 
 

With His usual creativity, the Beloved Son of God - having just painted a surprising portrait of what 
God is like for the wasteful son - portrays the dishonest managers' employer in a strange light.  His 
only response to the loss he has endured is to praise the dishonest manager for his cleverness and 
cunning!  A bit like those scenes from a mystery film where the detective from Scotland Yard gazes 
into the empty bank vault and says of the robbers,  "Credit where credit is due.  They knew what 
they were doing".   
 

Keep in mind that the Parables of Jesus are about spiritual matters.  The dishonest manager knew 
how to survive when his physical and social life was threatened.  The disciples of Jesus need to have 
the same 'wisdom' to act decisively when their hearts are at stake.  The Children of the Light appear 
to Jesus to be lacking in this regard.  They are threatened on all sides.  Powerful internal and 
external forces are at work to lead them astray. If they are not alert to these, if they do not have a 
plan which galvanises them into action, they might be swept away by the darkness. 
 

Specifically, the Divine Teacher suggests that we should not allow money to make us dishonest.  Put 
simply, if we use it for the service of Love, we will have mastered it.  But if we swap the first 
commandment and make money our first love it will have mastered us!  And He knows that if we 
try to build our security on what we own it will fail us.  It's only use, in Kingdom terms, is to see it 
as a resource that builds community.  If we use our resources to relieve the suffering of others, and 
to strengthen the bonds of friendship in our community, we will have used them in the way God 
intended. 
 

Our trustworthiness with the baubles of earthly 'wealth' is a sign that we are doing well with the 
genuine riches of the Kingdom.  Becoming a person who can be trusted is a step in the right 
direction, which will allow the Spirit of God to reveal the deeper richness in our own soul.  In both 
cases, it seems that for Jesus, our spiritual growth cannot be pursued in isolation from the life that 
we are living, and the people we are living with here and now. We have to choose, in this context, 
what is most important to us and make everything else a servant of that choice. 
 

This choosing is very important. We must choose friends who are not just spiritually surviving but 
thriving!  Instead of hanging around people who collude with our sin, we have to hang around 
people who inspire us to be the best that we can be.  Sometimes our friends, if we let them, can 
see us more clearly that we see ourselves and sometimes they have the answers that we cannot 
yet see.  This is why, in our friendship group, we should have at least one person who loves us 
unconditionally and at least one person who can challenge us to continue to grow. These guides 
will help us to be more alert to what is destroying our spiritual development and help us to act 
effectively to guard the treasure in our soul.  
 

If, after reading this, you are asking yourself if you have lost some of the music of the Gospel in 
your soul, stop what you are doing and don't go on until you find it again.  



 

 PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR COMMUNITY WHO HAVE DIED 
 

Sarah Potts ‘Martha’ - Requiem Mass to be held 
here  on Tuesday 20th September at 12pm. 

 

Dorothy Kirwan 
 

Marjory Brown 
 

Fr. Kevin Jones , priest of our diocese and who 
celebrated Mass in our parish a few weeks ago, died 
peacefully in his sleep on 5th September. His Requiem Mass will be held at St. Edmund 
Campion Church, 40A Altwood Road, Maidenhead, SL6 4PY on Saturday 1st October at 
11am. 

 

Also, for the happy repose of HM The Queen: Almighty God, You are the author and sustainer 
of all human life;  grant that your servant, Elizabeth our Queen, whom you granted a long and 
happy reign as Monarch of these lands may be forgiven her sins and rewarded with that eternal 
life promised to all those born again in the water of baptism and power of your Spirit. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, forever 
and ever, Amen.  Eternal rest, grant to her O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her. may she 
rest in peace. Amen.  

 

MAY THEIR SOULS, AND THE SOULS OF ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED,  
THROUGH THE MERCY OF GOD, REST IN PEACE. AMEN. 

 

Alpha is an opportunity to explore life and the Christian 
faith in a friendly, open and informal environment.  Alpha is 
not so much a course, but an experience!  Our next in-
person Alpha begins on Thursday 6th October at 7pm and 
runs every Thursday evening until 1st December. The format 
is the same each week: we eat together, we watch a video 
and then we gather together in small groups for discussion.  

To find out more and to sign up, go to https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/alpha 
 

CAN YOU HELP? If you’ve attended Alpha before we’d love for you to join the team as a table 
host or helper;  if you have some technical prowess, perhaps you’d like to help with the 
audio/visual side of things; if you enjoy preparing some simple food for others to share, we’d 
also love to hear from you.  Speak to Mary McNab or email the office to get involved. 

 
 

CONCERT – Saturday 1st October 7:30pm 
We are having a concert here in the church organised by our very own John Weeks and several 
guests including singer Maria Kesselman and author Keith Sheppard.  The programme will 
consist mostly of music and poetry.  Also, in the hall there will be an art exhibition with a 
number of painters showing some fine and interesting work.  Along with the concert we are 
holding a limerick competition!  All entries should be placed in the box in the porch.  Closing 
date for entries is 30th September. The winner will be announced during the second half of 
the concert.  (Don’t forget to put your name on the back of your entry!)  Tickets for the concert 
are priced at £5 each and will be on sale after Masses for the next couple of weekends.  All 
proceeds to the parish. 

 

 

 



 

CHOIRS & MUSIC GROUP - We are currently hoping to strengthen the support for our choirs 
and music group and are inviting people who are interested in singing and/or who play an 
instrument, to consider joining us and helping to further enrich the Mass .  Please speak to John 
Weeks if you are interested, or leave your name at the office. 
 

The best way to stay up to date with the current list of needs is by 
downloading ‘BankTheFood’ app.  It is updated throughout the 
week with the products that the Bracknell Foodbank is in most need 

of – the app can even send you a reminder as you approach the supermarket to 
pick up donations!  Follow the QR code to take you to the app. 
 

CHURCH CAR PARK - Thank you to those who have sent in car park subscription forms.  All 
forms received are being processed and the details added to our system over the course of this 
month.  Given that the work on the church roof is still ongoing, the bollards will remain down until 
this work is completed – now estimated to be by the end of September. In the meantime, you can 
use the car park normally but please park safely and respectfully in the marked bays only. 
 

EVANGELII GAUDIUM SUNDAY 18 September 2022 
The Third Sunday in September, formerly called Home Mission 
Sunday, is now Evangelii Gaudium Sunday. Named after Pope 
Francis’ first (solo) Apostolic Exhortation on the Joy of the Gospel, 

the day offers the Catholic community in England and Wales the opportunity to celebrate the 
beauty of our faith and our commitment to witness to the fullness of life in Christ. The Mission Area 
of the Bishops’ Conference aims to support bishops in evangelisation and discipleship, liturgy and 
patrimony (care of our churches), dialogue and unity.  On this day we are asked to pray for this 
work and if you can, give whatever you can afford which goes directly towards mission and Evangelii 
Gaudium work. 

THIS WEEKEND: SECOND SPECIAL OFFERING - Home Missions (Evangelii Gaudium Sunday) 
 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE IN OUR PARISH COMMUNITY WHO ARE SICK, 
HOUSEBOUND  OR IN HOSPITAL AND FOR THOSE WHO CARE FOR THEM  

 

Brenda Theobald, Ena Stanton, Inge Walker, Eddie Moore, Anne Hardy, Patricia 
Holmwood, Blanche Shap, Ethna Sweeney, Mary King, Mary Phelan, Tony 
Andrews, Derek Alexander, Shaun Howard, Sally Torode, Dorcas Innes-Grant, Veronika Jastrzebski, 
Jerry Tobin, Rico Morales, Reynalita Leysan, Mary Murray, Thelma Briggs, Margaret Pearce, Audrey 
Lam, Marie Swash, Terri Landmann,  Jennie Tucker, Vilma Taborda, Zac Hoy, Brenda Lynch, Amanda 
Killestein, Doreen Pryor, Sharon Bryan, Chantal Addley, Terry and Peggy McCullough, Meg Knowles, 
John Moir, Beryl Pilgrim, Charles Hose, Douglas & Bernadette Hunt, Phyllis Whitehouse, Clarita 
Kokou-Tchri, Margaret Finnieston, Louis Burgisser, Prim & Ian Maynard, Vivienne Halfpenny, Ann 
O’Sullivan, Allan James, Lucia Saligoi, Leonie Macintosh, Maureen Baxter, Catherine White, Freda 
Crookall, Ann D’Ambrosio, Edmund Carroll, Claire Hose. 
 

To add or remove a name to this list with consent, please contact the Parish Office.  
If you or your relative is housebound, or because of illness cannot come to Mass and wish to receive Holy Communion at 

home, call the parish office on 01344 425729 or email stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 
 

 



 

PARISH OF ST JOSEPH and ST MARGARET CLITHEROW, BRACKNELL 

Parish Priest: Fr. Daniel McAvoy     
Deacon: Rev. Aidan Lynch   

Pastoral Assistant: Mary McNab 
Safeguarding: Marion McGuire, Sarah Birch, Paula Read  
07712 048695 safeguarding@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 

 

Parish Office, St. Joseph’s Church, 39 Braccan Walk, Bracknell, RG12 1HA 
Usual Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 9:30am-2:30pm 

Telephone: 01344 425729 
Email: stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Website: https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

MASS TIMES 
TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Saturday 17th   6pm Mass Parish Intentions 
Sunday 18th  8:30am Mass Her Majesty The Queen RIP 
 10:30am Mass 

 

Tracy Lenon 

Monday 19th  NO MASS – BANK HOLIDAY - OFFICE CLOSED 

Tuesday 20th  12pm Requiem Mass Sarah Potts RIP 

ST. MATTHEW, Apostle, Evangelist, feast 
Wednesday 21st    10am Mass Holy Souls 

Thursday 22nd  10am Camelia & Ifeanyi Harrison 

ST. PIO OF PIETRELCINA, Religious, memorial 
Friday 23rd  12pm Mass  

OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM, memorial 
Saturday 24th   10am Mass Zuzanna Pawlik 

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Saturday 24th  6pm Mass Bernadette & Doug Hunt 
Sunday 25th  8:30am Mass John Collins RIP 
 10:30am Mass Parish Intentions 

 

ALL MASSES ARE LIVESTREAMED https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/watch-live 
 

New to our parish or not yet registered?  https://www.bracknellcatholicchurch.org/parish-registration 
________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 
07394 440 938 

pastoralcare@bracknellcatholicchurch.org 
 

Are you lonely? Are you shielding? Are you ill and in 
need of prayer and/or support? Perhaps you haven’t 
had contact with the Catholic Church for a while. 
Whatever the reason, please get in touch for a chat. 

 
07947 182 761 

stjb@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  
 

Are you in the land of loss & would 
appreciate a chat with someone in 
our group? If so, do not hesitate to get in 
touch.  

Call IN CONFIDENCE 
07731 862 349 

 
If you need help, particularly, as a 
result of the economic impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the local 
Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP) 
may be able to provide some 
assistance. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

DONATIONS TO PARISH FUNDS Online, Bank Transfer, Direct Debit, Standing Order https://bracknellcatholicchurch.org/planned-giving  
 

BANK DETAILS: Account Name: PRCDTR Bracknell St Joseph 
Sort Code: 30-93-04; Account Number: 00875520; Bank: Lloyds Bank Plc, Palmerstone Road, Southsea 

 

PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO: PRCDTR BRACKNELL ST JOSEPH 
South Berkshire Pastoral Area, Portsmouth Roman Catholic Diocese, Registered Charity No. 246871 


