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Equality Statement: 
 
At The BAWB Federation we work hard to ensure that the culture and ethos are such that, whatever the abilities and 
needs of members of the school community, everyone is equally valued and people treat one another with respect. 
Our schools provide pupils and staff with the opportunity to experience, understand and value diversity. In the 
operation of this policy, we will endeavour to ensure that all members of our school community receive equal 
treatment irrespective of their age, gender, race, colour, ethnic origin, family commitments, marital status, sexual 
orientation, disability or religious beliefs.  
 

Distinctive Christian Vision  
 
This policy has been written and/or adopted with our distinctive Christian ethos in mind:  
 

Rooted in the message of the Good Samaritan, we provide an aspirational education for all. We flourish academically, 

spiritually, and socially, enriching our communities.  

Matthew 22v 37-39 (NEB): Love the lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. Love 

your neighbour as yourself. 

 

 
 
 
Intent  
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Robins will flourish and grow emotionally, physically, academically and spiritually.  
They will:  

 Become passionate readers, writers,  mathematicians, scientists, geographers, historians, artists and 
musicians  
 Begin to understand the idea of Love of God and practice love of neighbour - to include global examples.  
 Seek out and celebrate differences  
 Develop skills to assess and manage risks when making decisions.  
 Learn to negotiate and co operate  
 Develop and follow rules  
 Take responsibility for their actions (with support)  
 Be active and energetic daily  
 Be resilient  
 Express themselves through art, music, performance and conversation  
 Respond to and develop their own high quality questioning  
 Understand the beauty and science of seasons  
 Value their wonderful environment and begin to understand that other people live in different 
environments.  
 Be safe and loved  

Implementation   
  

 Vocabulary takes a lead role in all activities and is developed through adult modelling, specific topic and 
literacy planning and is reinforced through display and reading.  
 High emphasis is placed on our emotions board so children learn to articulate their feelings and those of 
others.  
 Continuous provision is planned using the Development Matters document in line with the children’s next 
steps in learning.   
 We deliver RWInc phonics programme with rigour and fidelity, plus the White Rose maths scheme.   
 Dedicated weekly RE and music lessons are planned and delivered by teachers  

  
 Weekly walks and Forest schools activities deliver active science, geography and history. Plus opportunities 
to assess and manage risks, persevere and challenge.  
 Daily biking, climbing and running build up balance, strength and coordination.  
 Weekly yoga and structured PE and biking lessons provide experience of different sports, many of which can 
be carried on into adulthood.  
 Children perform in the Nativity story and The Wensleydale Tournament of song each year.  
 Children learn all about our RESPECT code and how to follow it.  
 Children learn to ride a bike  
 Children are given opportunities to develop their cultural capital.  
 Inclusion and Equality is vital to enable all children to achieve. Every effort is made to spot and overcome 
any additional needs as early as possible required for all children to access the curriculum. Partnerships with 
staff, parents SENCo and outside agencies work to deliver successful learning and achievement.  
 Leaning is successfully monitored and planned through use of Target Tracker. Data is input by all EYFS staff 
and gap analysis used by teachers to plan next activities. This information is shared regularly with parents.  
 Safeguarding - all staff regularly take part in all required safeguarding activities and are up to date with first 
aid.  

  
Impact  
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 The impact of the EYFS Curriculum is that all children make good progress from their individual starting 
points.  All children get the best possible start to their school life and develop the knowledge and skills to reach 
and exceed their potential in KS1.  They develop and nurture strong, positive attitudes where they become proud 
and respectful of themselves, others, their school and their environment.   
 Children, parents and staff are happy and excited about learning.  
 Each child leaves feeling proud of having been a Robin and excited to become an Owl (Y1).  

 
 

The Curriculum 
 
The Nursery and Reception children follow the curriculum as outlined in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
document, which is available to download at: 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EY
FS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf  
 
This clearly defines what we teach, supported by this policy which details practice in our collaboration. 
  
The EYFS framework includes seven areas of learning and development, all of which are seen as important and 
interconnected.  
 
The three prime areas are: 

 Communication and Language – Listening and Attention, Understanding and Speaking 

 Physical Development – Moving and Handling and Self care 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development – Making relationships, Managing feelings and behaviour and 
Self-confidence and Self-awareness 
 

The specific areas of learning develop essential skills and knowledge for children to participate successfully in society. 
The specific areas are: 
 

 Literacy – Reading and Writing 

 Mathematics – Numbers and Space, Shape and Measures 

 Understanding the World – People and communities, The world and Technology 

 Expressive Arts and Design – Exploring and using media and materials and Being Imaginative 
 
 
Characteristics of Effective Learning 
 
Characteristics of Effective Learning highlight the importance of a child’s attitude to learning and their ability to play, 
explore and think critically about the world around them. 
 
The three characteristics are: 

 Playing and Exploring – children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’ 

 Active Learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy 
achievements 

 Creating and Thinking Critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and 
develop strategies for doing things. 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
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Teaching strategies 
 
We ensure that there is a balance of adult-led and child initiated activities throughout the day. Although much of the 
time is spent with children self-selecting tasks, the interaction between the adult and child is essential as the adult’s 
response to children builds understanding and therefore guides new learning. The adult’s role is to continually model, 
demonstrate and question what the child is doing. 
In some cases the adult will ask a child to come and complete a task or game with them; at other times they will 
participate in a child’s game, extending it where possible. 
By the summer term in Reception the children will experience many more adult directed tasks as they prepare for 
their transition to year 1. 
 
Play 
 
Learning through play is an important part of our EYFS classrooms. We believe children learn best from activities and 
experiences that interest and inspire them. Using children’s interests as a starting point, we provide children with 
stimulating, active play experiences in which they can explore and develop their learning to help them make sense of 
the world. They have opportunities through their play to think creatively and critically alongside other children as well 
as on their own. 
They are able to practise skills, build upon and revisit prior learning and experience at their own level and pace. Play 
gives our children the opportunity to pursue their own interests and inspire those around them. The children learn to 
adapt, negotiate, communicate, discuss, investigate and ask questions. We believe it is important that adults take an 
active role in child initiated play through observing, modelling, facilitating and extending their play. Getting the balance 
right between child-initiated play, which is controlled, and adult led activities is very important to us. 
 
Teaching 
 
We include direct, carefully planned, adult led experiences for children in the form of structured teaching and group 
activities. These are particularly important in helping children to learn specific skills and knowledge and it is often 
through children’s play that we see how much of this learning children have understood and absorbed. 
 
Each day we follow a timetable with set routines in place. We set aside times each day when the children come 
together to be taught in the more traditional sense, gathered together on the carpet as a class. In these slots we focus 
on our topic work, maths, literacy, phonics, and stories. These sessions help to develop vital habits of learning: learning 
as a group, listening to the teacher, taking turns to answer, sitting still etc… 
 
Reading and story play an important part of the day. We want to make sure our children have a love of books and will 
leave the EYFS with a bank of stories they know well, both traditional and modern classics. We make sure there is 
always time for whole class story plus many opportunities to enjoy books at other times.  
Planning 
 
We believe that many children need to be given a starting point to learn new things and find that topics/themes are a 
great way to inspire children.  
 
Each term we begin with ‘starting points’ which are relevant to our young children. This will always be based around: 

 Exploration of the current season 

 Quality stories 

 The child’s interests 
 
This evolves as the children develop different interests and fascinations. 



The BAWB Federation  
Bainbridge, Askrigg, and West Burton Primary Schools 

Rooted in the message of The Good Samaritan, we provide an aspirational education for all. 
We flourish academically, spiritually, and socially, enriching our communities.  

Executive Headteacher: Miss Charlotte L. Harper 
 

5 | P a g e  

 

 

 
Staff plan in detail on a weekly basis using daily notes, observations and interactions with children to inform 
progression through the learning journey. Although class teachers are responsible for writing plans, the EYFS team 
plan together with input from Teaching Assistants.  
 
Short-term planning includes: 

 A weekly maths plan including independent and adult-directed learning opportunities 

 Daily phonics session 

 Daily guided reading 

 A weekly plan to enhance continuous provision  
 
Classroom Organisation 
 
Our Early Years classrooms have defined areas with clearly labelled resources to ensure that children can access them 
easily. Each classroom is set up in a way to provide children with experiences and activities in all of the seven areas of 
learning. Classrooms have a writing area, maths area, creative area, book corner, role play area, construction/small 
world area, outdoor area and carpeted teaching area, amongst others. A variety of activities are planned for and set 
up in the different areas each day. The adults move to whichever area their focus for the session/day is. 
 
The outdoor area is a very important part of the classroom with many children choosing to learn outside for much of 
the day. We try to ensure that the range of activities outside reflects the different curriculum areas through an open-
ended and creative approach; using natural resources where possible.  
 
Each child has their own labelled peg. We encourage children to take responsibility for keeping their clothes, book bag 
and work safely in one place on arrival into school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment, Observations and Portfolios 
 
Assessment is an essential part of the learning and development of children in the EYFS. It involves practitioners 
observing children to understand their level of achievement, interests and learning styles, and to then shape learning 
experiences for each child reflecting those observations. 
Where appropriate, we include individual next steps for children’s learning. These next steps are discussed by the EYFS 
team in informal meetings and inform planning for the next day and week ahead. Staff have iPads to capture 
observations.  
Parents are sent electronic portfolios through a programme called Evidence Me and have the opportunity to respond. 
In addition, teachers  communicate regularly via email, telephone and face to face conversations. We are introducing 
an electronic reading record.  
On entry to Nursery and Reception, we carry out baseline assessments for each child. These results will be shared with 
parents from September of their starting year.  
 
Throughout the Early Years, summative assessment (informed by all observations and formative assessment) is made 
termly, showing each child’s development across the seven areas of learning.  
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At the end of Reception, the class teacher assesses each child against the 17 Early Learning Goals (ELGs) and decides 
whether a child’s development in each is either ‘emerging’, ‘expected’ or ‘exceeding’. This information is also 
communicated to parents and carers in the Reception child’s end of year report. 
 
Partnership with Parents and Carers 
 
We believe that parents and carers are a child’s first educator and therefore work very closely to ensure they are 
involved in what we do with their child at school. We want parents to feel they can speak to us about their child at any 
time and feel comfortable in our setting. Pre Covid we had an open-door policy where parents are encouraged to 
come into the setting in the morning and when collecting their children. 
 
We can be contacted in person, by phone, or by our email addresses where we can answer your queries or arrange 
for a face-to-face meeting to talk something through.  
 
Over the first few days at the school we encourage parents and carers to stay for as long as they wish in the classroom 
to ensure the transition to the school goes smoothly. Again this is a pre Covid statement. 
 
Health & Safety and Safeguarding 
 
Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are met, and when they have 
positive relationships with the adults caring for them. We follow the safeguarding and welfare requirements detailed 
in the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Guidance (2021): 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_f
ramework_-_March_2021.pdf 
 
It is important to note that members of staff do not use their mobile phones or personal handset devices in the 
classroom and are prohibited from taking photographs with their personal handsets. Members of staff do, however, 
use school iPads to take photographs as evidence to support the regular observation assessment cycle in the EYFS. 
These photographs are used in children’s portfolios, in class displays and on the school website. All parents are asked 
to state if they give permission for their child’s image to be used on the school website through the paperwork in their 
initial starter packs. 
 
We take all accidents seriously and always log and phone home immediately if a child bangs their head. We also 
endeavour to report minor incidents to parents in the interests of effective communication and home-school links.  
 


