
              The Scholars                  vol. 11 no. 1 
Only a generation of readers                                                                                                   - the 121st issue -                                    The Monthly Newsletter of ISA     
will spawn a generation of writers.  -  Steven	  Spielberg	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  www.isa.edu.ph                                        菲 律 宾 怡 朗 新 华 学 院 通 讯 月 刊  
¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤ 

April 2014 Issue        ¤       Editor: Mr. Rodgen Jabor       ¤       Layout Editor: Ms. Debbie Y. Chan       ¤        Consultant: Mr. Peter M. Chan 

APSA Evaluation Shows  
ISAers Strong in English 

ISAers from Kinder-2 to Fourth Year 
manage to maintain the average of 96% 
proficiency rate (inclusive of those rated 
highly proficient) in English. Math in the 
elementary level came a close second with 
an average proficiency rate of 92%; while 
the graders’ average proficiency rate in 
Science dropped by three percentage points 
from last year’s 88%.  

With the exception of Fourth Year 
Physics, which has a two-thirds proficiency 
rate, and the Grade Seven Math at three-
fourths proficiency rate, Math and Science in 
high school remain in the ‘unsatisfactory’ 
threshold. 

Of the 45 Kinder-2 learners, 41 are rated 
highly proficient, 3 are proficient, and 1 is 
progressing towards standard. 

In Search of Sports Talents 
ISAGame 2014 Held  

 
 
 
 
 
 
    
ISA Games is a yearly event of the 

school to promote camaraderie and to foster 
sports development aim to develop and 
discover talents among Elementary and High 
school learners. The games were held last 
February 12, 2014. They were participated 
by four teams, namely, Yellow Falcons, Red 
Raptors, Green Centaurs and Blue Knights. 
All Teams were trying to do their best to 
capture this year’s best team title to bring 
honors to their members. For this year’s 
results: Champion was Red Raptors under its 
leaders Kent Jan Cabangal and Jemimah 
Juantong. 1st runner-up was Blue Knights 
with Jherod Miquel Tilos and Quennie Ajayi 
as the team leaders. 2nd runner-up was Green 
Centaurs whose leaders are Roy Jordan Ahhi 
and Marbie Alojado, and 3rd runner-up was 
Yellow Falcons under Dionysius Valeen 
Chiu and Chloe Cayabyab. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                
Members of the IloPRISAA team 2014, Chelsea 
and Angela, light the ISAGames flame. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
          

A show of force, unity and oneness: team leaders, Kent 
and Steffi, cheer for their teams.   

58% ISA Seniors are Accepted 
@ UP System, ADMU and DLSU  
The much-awaited official results of the 

entrance tests given by the University of the 
Philippines System, Ateneo de Manila 
University, and De La Salle University in 
August to September 2014 were released 
early this year. Out of the 26 ISA seniors 
who took the test, 15 learners were able to 
passed at least one of the entrance tests. The 
thirteen ISAers who are eligible to pursue 
their courses in the chosen campuses of the 
University of the Philippines System are Jay 
Nolan Alonsabe, Paul Bryan Buñi, Dionysius 
Valeen Chiu, Brian Yee, Jherod Tilos, Marbie 
Grace Alojado, Hannah Abigail Daita, 
Jemimah Anne Juantong, Patricia Tan, 
Alyssa Faith Rivero, Quinnie Ajayi, 
Charlene Chang, and Selina Belle Trimañez. 

Seven are accepted by Ateneo de Manila 
University. They are Jay Nolan Alonsabe. 
Dionysius Chiu, Brian Yee, Charlene Mae 
Chang, Hannah Abigail Daita, Jemimah 
Anne Juantong, and Alyssa Faith Rivero. 

The De La Salle Universilty entrance test 
passers are Jay Nolan Alonsabe, Paul Bryan 
Buñi, Dionysius Valeen Chiu, Brian Yee, 
Jherod Tilos, Marbie Grace Alojado, Hannah 
Abigail Daita, Jemimah Anne Juantong, 
Patricia Tan, Alyssa Faith Rivero, Charlene 
Chang, Selina Belle Trimañez, Sarah 
Elizabeth Barayuga, and Julie Khate Sigaya. 

For four consecutive school years, ISA 
high school graduates have managed to 
maintain a passing rate of over 50% in the 
entrance tests given by the country’s top 
three universities.     

G2 First Hand Experiences 
The grade two learners of Iloilo 

Scholastic Academy were very excited for 
their educational trip last 7 March. It was a 
beautiful Friday morning when forty-five 
learners, four facilitators and some guardians 
left the ISA campus. The first destination 
was the Iloilo Science Centrum in Iloilo 
National High School, La Paz, Iloilo City. 
The centrum is filled with different science 
inventions and materials that boost the 
interest of the enthusiastic ISAers. 

 Afterwards, the group headed to Museo 
de Iloilo to see some preserved artifacts that 
tell about the history and culture of Iloilo as 
well as the Philippines. After an hour of 
discovery tour, the group travelled to 
Palamunitan in Villarica, Oton where they 
enjoyed the fishing activity and took their 
lunch there. After a bountiful lunch, the 
group went to the famous buko pie workshop 
in Oton, the Nang Palang’s Buko Pie. The  
learners were able to experience making 
buko pie by themselves. They left the place 
with a smile and most carry a box of 
delicious Nang Palang’s buko pie. On the 
way back to the town proper of Oton, the 
group dropped by Oton plaza and church 
where the famous grotto of Our Lady of 
Fatima can be found. The last destination of 
the group was the Hablon Industry in 
Cagmang, Oton. In there, they saw the actual 
process on how hablon was made. Some 
were given the chance to try how to make 
hablon. Everyone enjoyed and learned a lot 
from their educational trip. 

Grade 3 Off-Campus Experiences 
Forty-two Grade 3 learners had their 

educational trip on 28 February. 
Accompanied by four facilitators and some 
guardians, the children left ISA at 7:30 a.m. 
to Goducate Training Center in San Miguel, 
Iloilo. Along the way, the learners were 
amazed of the terrain they saw. Before the 
educational tour started, the learners were 
oriented of the basic procedures they should 
follow. The assigned tour guide at Goducate 
is an ISA alumna, Eurice Serilo. She 
introduced to the learners the different kinds 
of organic plants around the place. She gave 
a brief lecture to encourage the learners to be 
environment friendly. They were given the 
chance to plant seedlings at the area reserved 
for such purpose. After a couple of hours, the 
learners relaxed in the fish foot spa. The 
group headed back after lunch to Jaro to visit 
an ancestral house known as Casa Mariquit. 
As they entered the house, the learners were 
captivated of how well preserved is the 
place, knowing that it is a 200-yr-old house. 
The civics facilitator gave information about 
the said place.  

The last destination of the educational 
trip is the Iloilo Science Centrum in Iloilo 
National High School. There are new 
manipulative for the learners to do simple 
experiments, such a classic example of 
learning by playing. Indeed, this is another 
educational trip filled with new learning, 
new discoveries and new experiences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
A rare real life experience: Grade 3 ISAer 
Renz Louie preparing to plant a seedling; 
stop and pose for a while: Learners with their 
facilitators Ms. Mae and Ms. Shane at break-
time; embracing Mother Nature: ISA alumna 
Eunice guiding the learners in one of the 
activities prepared by the Goducate.   
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ISAers, BE BRAVE 
Promoting teamwork, strengthening 

camaraderie and sustaining discipline are the 
objectives of this year’s ISA Camping. With 
the theme ‘ISAers, Being the Best and 
Responsible Advocates of Virtue and 
Excellence’ learners stayed at Anhawan 
Beach Resort from February 13 to 15.  

The first day tested the resourcefulness 
of ISA learners where they have to build 
their own tent using the available resources 
at the campsite. Also, learners were taught of 
basic rescue and survival skills. For the first 
time, most ISAers experienced original 
Filipino games. The day ended with a 
solidarity night where the learners released 
lighted sky lanterns and bonfire to celebrate 
and symbolize the ten glorious years of ISA. 
The activity was aimed at highlighting the 
camaraderie and strong connection among 
ISAers.  

The second day’s activities centered on 
the teamwork of ISA learners in the form of 
ranger game and reloaded. The whole task 
was distributed in eight stations where each 
team needed to accomplish one requirement 
after another. Though tiring, it can be 
observed that learners were enjoying and 
having great fun.  

The Novelty Night and Incredible Duo 
tested the flexibility and how talented 
learners are. The second day ended leaving 
treasured memories for both participants and 
audience. This experiential learning that the 
school offered brought memories of fun 
while learning. As one of the best campers 
said, “It is not about winning but the learning 
we derived while conquering each task given 
to us.” The ISA camping 2014 ended with a 
closing program and the announcement of 
ten best campers and ten motivational 
leaders’ awards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chinese Curriculum Enriched 
H.S. Book Report Integrated  

Book Report Project has been made an 
integral component of Reading Program in 
ISA high school Chinese curriculum before 
the end of this school year. Reading Program 
being the focus of the second phase of ISA 
Chinese curriculum reform has been carried 
out successfully in the past two years. The 
integration of book report clearly manifests 
the confidence of the school administration 
to carry further the second phase of the 
reform to its full implementation.      

Grade 4: ON TOUR 
ISA prepares learner for the future. As we 

get to the future we have to look back to the 
past. Grade 4 learners had their field trip on 
8 March with their 3 facilitators. Prior to the 
trip, excitement to learn was evident. For 
that facilitators were very eager to send them 
out to learn through first hand experiences.  

The tour started in Southeast Asian 
Fisheries Development Center - Fish World. 
Different aquatic animals and a video 
presentation were presented to the learners. 
Learners took pleasure in watching marine 
animals while Sir Gomer presented different 
trivia about aquatic marine life resources.  
The learners then went to the municipalities 
of Tigbauan, Guimbal, and Miag-ao. These 
places were vital part of our history, 
especially the world renowned Miag-ao 
Church, which is declared by UNESCO a 
World Heritage Site.  

The learners took their lunch at Bantayan 
Beach Resort where they enjoyed activities 
prepared by their facilitators, and had a little 
rest. Since they were in the Municipality of 
Guimbal their facilitators decided to drop by 
RACSOS Woodland and treated them with 
Ice cream made from fresh cow’s milk. The 
whole undertaking was filled with learning 
and fun memories to keep.      

ISAer Council Officers 
SY 2014-2015 Elected 

ISA Committee on Election (ISA 
Comelec) held the election of the ISA 
Learner Council officers for school year 
2014-2015 at the end of February. ISAers 
from Grade 4 to 4th Year cast their ballot in 
their respective classrooms in a very orderly 
manner. The whole proceeding was done in 
less than ten minutes. The following ISAers 
form the new set of officers who were sworn 
into office three days after their election: 
NICOLE CASEY S. LAO President, 
KEVIN JANN T. VALDERRAMA Vice 
President, JASON C. SOBREVEGA 
Secretary, PATRICK JOHN L. MICLAT 
Assistant Secretary, TONI HARRIETTE B. 
CHAVEZ Treasurer, VICTORIA P. 
BALLEZA Assistant Treasurer, MARION 
NICOLE S. LIM Auditor, JOSEPH A. 
PABALINAS Assistant Auditor, AARON P. 
BABAYEN-ON PIO, JOHN EDUARD G. 
GALLEGO Sports Coordinator, JOSEPH 
EDMAN G. VITERBO 4th Year 
Representative, ANNA DOMINIQUE M. 
TRIMAÑEZ Grade 9 Representative, 
MARIA DANICA M. BUENAFLOR 
Grade 8 Representative, KAMILA GAYE S. 
LAO Grade 7 Representative. 

“My City, My Pride” 
An initiative aiming to provide a real life 

experience to the ISAers, a field trip for the 
Grade 7 was held on 28 February.  

Entitled “My City, My Pride”, the field 
trip was a response to the call of Mayor Jed 
Mabilog: the appreciation of what Iloilo City 
is now should start from each Ilonggo.  

The tour kicked off in the new Iloilo City 
Hall. Learners went up the 8th floor to have 
an aerial glimpse of the city, particularly the 
Iloilo River. They then proceeded to the City 
Gallery located on the ground floor. 

From the City Hall, the learners had a 
walking tour along Plaza Libertad and Calle 
Real, a street now known as J.M. Basa, both 
depict the city’s glorious past. Part of the 
morning itinerary was revisiting the Museo 
Iloilo. To get a taste of Ilonggos cuisine, 
these young local tourists took their lunch at 
Tatoy’s Manokan and Seafoods in Arevalo.   

Considered the highlight of the city tour 
was the visit to a living museum ‘Camina 
Balay nga Bato’ where ‘past is the present’ 
according to the fourth generation owner 
who served as guide. The group was treated 
with a snack composed of bread and the 
homemade tsokolate in the azotea where 
they could feel the colonial ambiance. To 
learn more how our ancestors lived, a guided 
tour of the house followed after the snacks.   

Another interesting repository they 
visited was the Don Rosendo Mejica 
Museum which houses the 20th century 
printing machine being displayed in the 
oldest printing press in Iloilo, the 
Makinaugalingon. How printing was done 
before was also demonstrated to the learners.   

The trip concluded with the walking tour 
at Molo Plaza and the Sta. Ana Church said 
to have been visited by Dr. Jose Rizal.  
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Iloilo City Councilor Nielex Tupas is 
Commencement Speaker SY 2013-14 

It was a great honor to have Dr. Nielex 
Tupas, Iloilo City Councilor, as the 
commencement speaker for the 10th 
graduation ceremony held on 23 March. 

The ceremony started at 3 pm, with 26 
high school and 46 elementary graduating 
learners at the forefront entering the ISA 
gym to be given due recognition. Joining 
them were the 5 Most Outstanding, 5 
Outstanding, and 13 Director’s List ISAers 
from First Year to Third Year. Also 
recognized were the 9 Most Outstanding, 8 
Outstanding, and 8 Director’s List ISAers 
from First Year to Third Year high school 
Chinese classes. Next to march in were the 
ISAers from Grade 6 to 4th Year who won in 
the various inter-school competitions in this 
school year.  

The last to enter the venue were the 
commencement speaker, Dr. Nielex Tupas, 
and the ISA directors headed by their 
Chairman, Mr. Venido Peña, followed by the 
Executive Director Mr. Peter M. Chan and 
the head facilitators. 

In his message, Dr. Tupas highly 
commended ISA for the exemplary 
performance it has exhibited in a decade. He 
particularly mentioned that he send his 
daughter to study at ISA preschool this year 
because he shares the vision of the school 
and believes  

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                               
 
 

 
 
 
 

Hard	work	 pays.	The	above	 ISAers	attained	
the	 highest	 academic	 and	 extra-curricular	
rating	in	their	respective	classes	 (clockwise	from	top	

left):	4th	Year	 learners	Dionysius	 Valeen	 Chiu,	
Marbie	Grace	Alojado;	and	Grade	6	learners	
Shayla	Iyesa	Sy,	Jennifer	Chankingwai.							
Dionysius, Marbie Valedictorian 
Shayla, Jennifer Elem 1st Honors 

School Year 2013-2014 ended with 
twelve high school graduating learners and 
sixteen elementary graduating learners 
included in the honor list. Leading the roster 
in high school are Dionysius Valeen Chiu, 
valedictorian, and Marbie Grace Alojado, 
valedictorian in 4th Year Chinese class. In the 
elementary graduating class, Shayla Iyesa Sy 
topped the list, and Jennifer Chankingwai 
received the highest honors in Chinese class. 
Aside from their scholastic achievements, 
these learners also won various leadership, 
literary, academic awards in the interschool 
competitions.         
Summer Workshop Culmination 

Summer is no doubt important for the 
learners… more time for relaxation… 
seemingly endless free time are all parts of 
Summer that make it so great.  

Summer is an escape from all the hard 
work and complications of regular school 
life. It allows our school to organize 
worthwhile cultural, sports, literary, and 
even academic activities for the children to 
let them explore new things to widen their 
horizon in a more leisurely way.  

Aside from the standard programs 
offered, such as journalism, photography, 
dance lessons, basketball and other sports 
training, academic reinforcement, a major 
addition in the ISA Summer Workshop 2014 
is the public speaking courses handled by 
Ma’am Floralie. Culminating program was 
held at SM City Iloilo on 24 May.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Gr. 6 Media & Educational Tour 
Field trip is one of the most anticipated 

events of the year. The Grade 6 learners were  
excited of what this year’s field trip, which 
was scheduled on 28 February, can offer. 

Broadcast Media is a lesson in Grade 6 
Civics. With its power to send information to 
every household, learners were eager to learn 
how it’s been made possible. The itinerary, 
therefore, included a visit at Bombo Radio 
and the ABS-CBN TV station. The station 
managers of the two broadcasting companies 
welcomed the learners, have them witnessed 
the operation, and what’s more gave them an 
opportunity to say “Hi” on air. They were 
also introduced to various broadcasting 
equipment.  

Jaro is one of the most historical districts 
in Iloilo. With its famous Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Candles, Archbishop Palace, and 
Jaro Belfry, our learners reminisced the past 
with a rolling tour. Facilitators presented 
facts about these landmarks to make the 
children aware of the importance of these 
places in our nation’s history.  

 After the rolling tour, learners together 
with their 3 facilitators, headed to San 
Miguel for another learning experience. 
They went to GODUCATE. GODUCATE 
came from the two words “go” and 
“educate”. There were a lot of activities 
offered and while enjoying they got to learn 
new things. The learners took their lunch 
there and started the interactive educational 
tour. Various plant species were shown and 
at the end of the tour the learners had a tree 
planting activity. Each of them was given 
free plants as a souvenir. Team building and 
individual activities such as big ball 
volleyball game, fishing, biking, wall 
climbing, and a lot more were enjoyed 
thereafter.  

Indeed, learning would not be complete if 
we confine ourselves within the four walls.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       

 
 
 

 
 
 
                  

Spiritual growth is an integral component 
in the education of every ISAer. Imbuing 
children with Christian values through 
catechism is one such initiative that the 
school has taken every summer when 
learners are not preoccupied with their 
school works and have relatively more time 
and energy to receive spiritual instructions, 
engage in religious worship and focus on 
their spiritual upbringing.  
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 Bon-Bons Hit the Road of Local History   

How fascinating is Iloilo City? To find 
out the answer, G8 Bonifacio takes a dip into 
the heart of culture, tradition and history of 
this once renowned Queen City of the South. 

Travelling through the mundane 
sceneries towards Iloilo City proper, ISAers 
find an impeccable vantage point of the past 
as well as the accentuated beauty of the city.  

The Iloilo City Tour is one of the school’s 
ways to give learners an authentic experience 
of the locality, nation and the Filipino society 
in general. March 7 was only one of the 
several scheduled tours organized by the 
Social Studies Division. 

The tour kicked off with a glimpse of 
history. A review of an array of artifacts and 
photos in the City Hall Gallery and the 
Museo de Iloilo provide tidbits of the past. 
On the other hand, the preservation of the 
hundred-old houses, the Camiña Balay nga 
Bato and the Rosendo Mejica are eye-opener 
to the city’s cultural richness. 

“Iloilo City might be stale at first glance, 
a living fossil at most, it does not have 
amusement parks and wanting of attractions. 
Yet, the story behind those old houses could 
be fascinating.” remarked G8 Roy Michael. 

While the Rosendo Mejica residence, 
belonging to a printing press proprietor Don 
Rosendo provides an archetypal Spanish 
designed house and remnants of early 
technologies for printing used during the 19th 
century, the elaborately designed Camiña 
Balay nga Bato reveals the convergence of 
colonial influences. 

“You could see traces of foreign 
influence in this house from the Spanish, the 
Americans, the Japanese and even British. It 
is priceless and continues to earn value until 
now.” exclaims Mrs. Camiña, the 4th 
generation owner of the balay. 

The Balay nga Bato was built 
architecturally wise. The window panes, 
puerta mayor and the steep stair case are 
strongly Spanish inspired; the ground area 
reveals an Americanized layout; the double 
doors at the second floor with a heavy 
wooden bar to serve as lock is akin to that of 
the Japanese Sonomata Fortress which was 
designed to withstand heavy siege; and the 
intricate wooden wall designs are Victorian. 

Iloilo City prides itself in preserving a 
number of Spanish houses. The sombrero 
racks and the bastoneros are two prominent 
examples. During Spanish era, gentlemen 
were not allowed to walk in public without a 
sombrero (hat) and a baston (cane), hence 
the existence for such household furniture. 

“More than being bland, Iloilo has its 
rich history to boast of.” says Roy. 

No tour is complete without a taste of the 
local delicacy. A lunch at Tatoy’s in Villa 
gives the learners a taste of the Ilonggo 
seafood. Grilled Bangus sooths a hungry 
stomach well especially with rice and saw-
sawan. Ilonggo cuisines are definitely rated 
five stars among international visitors. 

“I really enjoyed the grilled Bangus. It is 
my first time to eat it here.” Comments John 
Kim, a Korean learner. 

Fieldtrip or tours such as this is an annual 
event that every ISAer looks forward to. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           

This file photo taken in January 2014 shows Tim (back 
center) joining in the Iloilo Dinagyang 2014 swimming 
competition held at Iloilo Sports Complex.  
Gr. 4 ISAer Tim So Won Bronze 
@ 3rd Speedo G-League Contest 

Grade 4 ISAer Tim Abraham So took part 
in the Third Speedo G-League Long Course 
Swim Series Leg 2, Visayan Elimination 
competition held at Iloilo Sports Complex on 
7 June. Tim won two bronze medals in 50m 
Freestyle, and 100m Butterfly categories.     

ISAers Reach 561 
The number of enrollees this school year 

at 561 is a slight increase compared to the 
557 learners in school year 2013-2014. The 
administration was expecting the number of 
learners this year to reach 570, however, due 
to the ‘unexpected’ transfer of quite a 
number of ISA learners, the actual figure fell 
short of what was supposedly a conservative 
projection. The ‘unexpected’ transferees are 
those whose reasons of transfer are not due 
to health, transfer of residence, and academic 
difficulties. They account for around 15% of 
the total learners who left. 

DepED R6 Released  
SY 2013-14 G6 NAT Results 

All the country’s elementary graduating 
batch of school year 2013-2014 took the 
National Achievement Test (NAT) on 13 
March.  

 The results of the NAT for grade 6 
released recently by the Department of 
Education Region 6 show the proficiency 
levels of the grade 6 ISA learners (based on 
the average scores of the whole class) are 
highest in English (with a rating of 78.1), 
and Science (68.64), and 3rd highest in Math 
(72.39) among the private schools in Iloilo 
City. Among the 113 private and public 
schools in Iloilo City, ISA ranks 2nd in 
English, next only to SPED (with a rating of 
85.25).     

The NAT result in English corresponds 
closely to the outcome in APSA evaluation 
given last February, where more than 90% of 
the ISA learners in all levels were found 
highly proficient or proficient in the subject. 
The least expected is the result in Science 
where ISAers’ rating, though not particularly 
high, still ranks 11th among the 113 schools. 
This should be enough to alert the academe 
of the dire need to overhaul the learning 
process in Science, and even in Math. 

The grade 6 ISAers rank 7th in Filipino 
among the private schools. 

5 Chinese Expatriate Facilitators Arrived 
ISA Exec. Director Signs MOA in Manila 

The 5 Chinese expatriates assigned to 
teach Chinese language at ISA arrived in 
Manila in May. In November 2013, ISA 
decided not to renew the agreement with the 
Federation of Filipino Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry to seek the services 
of Chinese volunteers through the Office of 
Chinese Language Council International or 
Hanban, a non-government and non-profit 
organization committed to developing 
Chinese language and culture teaching 
resources and making its services available 
worldwide. Instead, ISA turned to Philippine 
Chinese Education Research Center for 
assistance in availing the services of the 
Chinese expatriate teachers who have more 
years of teaching experiences in their home 
country. To formally sign the memorandum 
of agreement pertaining to their work and 
living condition, ISA Executive Director Mr. 
Peter M. Chan flew to Manila on 30 May. 
After the brief ceremony in the morning and 
lunch with the administrators from other 
schools, Mr. Chan flew back to Iloilo with 
the Chinese expatriate teachers. The Chinese 
expatriate teachers are Ms. Chen Feng, Ms. 
Sheng Jinxiang, Ms. Song Juan, Mr. Yao 
Shubi, and Mr. Wang Jie.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Karl Serra won Best in Festival attire award with its 
unique and highly-elaborate, silver, tribal-inspired attire.  

12Th PRISSAAP NYC 
The 12th PRISSAAP National Youth 

Congress in the Visayas was held in Punta 
Villa last July 26 to 28. Quite a number of 
ISAers from Grade 7 to 4th year participated 
in the said leadership seminar. One of the 
event’s highlight is the annual Ms. and Mr. 
PRISSAAP where high school boys and girls 
competes against each other for the title Ms. 
and Mr. PRISSAAP in terms of appearance, 
bearing on stage and the toughest among all, 
the interview, which is only given to the best 
five males and females. Victoria, a neophyte 
in beauty pageant was awarded 3rd runner up 
among the nine contenders from other 
private schools in the region, while Karl 
Heinrich Serra, a grade 9 ISAer, was 
awarded second runner up among the seven 
boys. Karl Serra also garnered the Best in 
Festival attire award with its unique and 
highly-elaborate, silver, tribal-inspired attire. 
This is the second time that ISA joined in the 
same event without failing to make it in the 
best five. The first time ISAers joined in the 
event was two years ago. 
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UPV-JPIA Career Talk. Nicole Casey Lao asked for a 
clarification during the open forum. An officer of the 
UPV-JPIA discussed an issue raised by a senior. UPV-
JPIA President Valerie Dale Tamba and Vice-president 
Thea Elysa Uy present the certificates of appreciation to 
ISA Guidance Counselor Ms. Mae Ramoran.   

A Day With ISA Seniors  
UPV - JPIA Career Talk   
ISA Fourth Year learners attended a 

Career Talk conducted by the officers of the 
University of the Philippines – Junior 
Philippine Institute of Accountants (UPV-
JPIA) last 20 June. The said talk was 
organized by the UPV-JPIA President 
Valerie Dale Tamba and Vice President Thea 
Elyza Uy, an ISA alumna.  

The talk aimed at giving the graduating 
ISAers a background on the different courses 
the state university offers. On what are the 
preparations they have to do to get in their 
course choice, it also gave the graduating 
class a picture of what life will be like after 
high school. College life was discuss which 
helped motivate the Seniors to perform better 
and leave a mark for this school year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

The land of profound tradition and ultra 
modernity through the aesthetic lens of ISA 
MAKABAYAN Head Facilitator Mr. Rodgen 
Jabor: Sir Rodgen was in Beijing and 
Shanghai in early April, capturing the 
alluring elegance and formidability of these 
2 ancient yet young and vibrant metropolis.        

  
ICAS Science Held at ISA 

The International Competitions and 
Assessments for Schools (ICAS) are 
independent skills-based assessments with a 
competition element. One of the subjects that 
will be assessed is Science. It specifically 
assesses students’ skills in the key scientific 
areas of: Interpreting data, including 
observing, measuring and interpreting 
diagrams, tables and graphs; applying data, 
including inferring, predicting and 
concluding; and higher order skills, 
including investigating, reasoning and 
problem solving.  

This school year, ISA was once again 
given an opportunity to be the the testing 
center of the said competition for the 
province of Iloilo which was held on 21 June 
this year. Twenty seven ISAers from grades 
five to fourth year of this academic year 
participated. The results will be posted on 
the Philippine Board of Studies website in 
September 2014.  

A Forum with ISA Parents 
 
 
 
 
 
    

ISA has never started a school year without a series of 
formal forums with the parents. The annual ‘parents 
orientation’ while has been an occasion for the school 
administration to reiterate the school tenets and policies, 
it is also a time where ISA facilitators, specially those 
new in the service, meet with parents and discuss 
concerns affecting the learning of the ISAers. It is an 
avenue where exchange of ideas conceived from 
different perspectives takes place, and often would turn 
out to inspire the members of ISA community to be 
more united in pursuit of the school objectives. There 
were scheduled sessions for preschool, elementary, and 
high school lasted for three days, from June 2 to 3.   

Sir Rodgen in Beijing, Shanghai 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

An incentive package for rendering a decade 
of dedicated service has given Mr. Rodgen 
Jabor an opportunity of a week-long tour of 
Beijing and Shanghai early April. This is the 
first ever reward accorded an ISA facilitator. 
ISA Executive Director Mr. Peter M. Chan 
accompanied Sir Rodgen on this China trip.       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

Iloilo City Mayor Jed Patrick Mabilog 
presents to ISA grade 3 learner Althea 
Lorraine Servano a citation from the city 
government for winning in the international 
math competition held in Kaohsiong City, 
Taiwan in August this year.  

3 ISAers Join Int’l Math Contest  
The Mathematics Trainers’ Guild 

Philippines (MTG), a major proponent to 
promote excellent teaching in Mathematics 
education and training, has been 
spearheading the participation of the Filipino 
Math wiz in various International 
Mathematics Competitions. This year three 
ISA Grade 3 learners, Jacques Simon 
Timtiman, Althea Lorraine Servano, and, 
Megan Lexia Talabucon，were among the 
Filipino contingents sent to join in the World 
Mathematics Invitational Competition held 
in Kaohsiong City, Taiwan last August 9 to 
12. Althea Lorraine Servano brought home a 
bronze medal, Jacques and Megan received 
excellence award in the said competition. 
 
	

	

	

	

	

	

																			
ISAer	Nicole	Casey	Lao	receives	a	certificate	of	merit	at	
the	 PRISAAP	 National	 Youth	 Congress	 for	 her	 active	
participation	 during	 the	 congress.	 First	 from	 left	 is	Dr.	
Exequiel	Guanzon,	president	of	the	PRISSAAP.				

Nica Elected PRISAAP Vice-President  
The Private Schools and School 

Administrators Association of the 
Philippines (PRISAAP) 12th National Youth 
Congress was held in Teachers’ Camp, 
Baguio City last July 11-13.  

The 3-day event had a lot to offer. It 
enabled the young leaders to listen to the 
talks of renowned speakers, participate in 
different activities and contests, like dancing, 
singing, lip synchronization, learn and 
discover new things, meet new friends from 
different parts of the country. ISA was one of 
the five participating private schools from 
Visayas. 

Nicole Casey Lao, a senior learner from 
ISA, participated in the search for Mr. and 
Ms. PRISAAP. She won 3rd Runner Up. Nica 
was elected National Vice President-Visayas.	
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ISAers Join Golden Pen 
Nineteen high school ISAers decided to 

further enhance their journalistic competence 
by joining in the Golden Pen regional cluster 
journalism writeshop on July 12-13. 

Newswriting contests followed the 
jounalism  forum. Zeth Rodario Bebit and 
Maron Magarzo were recipients of Most 
Promising Writer awards. Bebit and Maron 
ranked 1st and 2nd places respectively in 
Feature Writing. The runners-up were 
Bernard Manuel Syching, Dorothy Kirsten 
Tiu, Joshua David Terania, Francis Noel 
Chua, Shayla Iyesa Sy, and Trizia Lynne 
Lao.  

In Editorial Writing, Janna Marie Go, 
Johansen Jay Coo, Nichol Vince Jalipa, and 
Marvin Sio were runners-up. In Copy 
Reading-Filipino, Terania placed 3rd while 
Noel Francis, Janna Marie and Sheirese Ira 
were runners-up. In Copy Reading-English, 
Shayla Iyesa and Kayla Antoine Velez were 
able to win runners-up awards. In Sports 
Writing, the runners-up were Jalipa, Albert 
Supapo, and Kyle Anderson Coo. 

“I wasn’t expecting anything. Win or 
lose, it was okay for me, but at least, I tried 
my best and got the results. I never won in 
writing competition for like three years,” 
said Bebit, a 4th year learner. 

Organized by the Western Visayas 
Regional English Circle, Inc. in cooperation 
with the Department of Education Region 
VI, this showcase of talents in journalism 
aimed to hone writers to become God-
fearing and active community workers. 

Various private high schools from the 
city such as Ateneo de Iloilo, Sun Yat Sen 
High School, University of Iloilo, St. Joseph 
School, Children’s Integrated School of Alta 
Tierra, Western Visayas College of Science 
and Technology Laboratory School, Hua 
Siong College of Iloilo Main and Ledesco 
campuses joined in the said event.  

 “Keep trying! Results may not come 
instantly, but the fruit of your hard work will 
be paid off in the future,” Bebit said when 
asked about his message to fellow ISAers. 

On	 the	 same	 day,	 five	 elementary	
ISAers	 proved	 their	 writing	 ability	 in	
another	venue,	Hua	Siong	College	of	Iloilo.	
These	 ISAers	 were	 Miquee	 Angelica	
Moises,	Audrey	Marie	Jamboy,	Mark	Lester	
Kuan,	Elijah	PatrickPelaez,	and	Ma.	Allyssa	
Bea	Duya.	

Miquee	Angelica	Moises	won	2nd	Place	
in	English	Feature	Writing	and	a		recipient	
of	the	Most	Promising	Writer	award.	Elijah	
Patrick	 Pelaez	on	 his	 part	was	 runner-up	
both	 in	 English	 Sports	 Writing	 and	 in	
English	Feature	Writing.	Mark	Lester	Kuan	
was	 also	 awarded	 runner-up	 in	 English	
Sports	 Writing	 and	 in	 Copy	 Reading.	 ISA	
placed	 6th	 in	 the	 Top	 Most	 Performing	
Schools	 among	 the	 ten	 participating	
private	schools	in	the	Division	of	Iloilo.	

The	 said	 event	 basically	 aimed	 to	
develop	 the	 writing	 skills	 of	 the	 young	
writers	 through	 the	 conduct	 of	 seminar	
workshops	by	different	journalism	experts	
and	 followed	by	 the	writing	 competitions	
in	various	categories	such	as	news,	sports,	
editorial,	 and	 feature	 writings,	 copy	
reading,	and	editorial	cartooning.	

	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

Xyanne Bocol 2nd Time Earns 
ICAS English Distinction Award 
From over 2000 Filipino participants who 

joined in 2014 International Competitions 
and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) - 
English held last 2 August, Grade 8 ISAer 
Xyanne Alex Andrienne Bocol is one of the 
103 entrants who scored in the top 10%, 
earning her a Distinction award. This is 
Xyanne’s second such award in two years. 

Aside from Bocol, Grade 9 Pauline 
Sharry Tiu, Grade 8 Dorothy Kirsten Tiu, 
and Jannah Marie Go, Grade 7 Shayla Iyesa 
Sy, Grade 6 Audrey Jamboy, and Grade 5 
Elijah Patrick Pelaez were recipients of 
Credit awards as their scores belong to the 
next 25% of the group. 

Grade 8 Sheirese Ira Sy was awarded  
Merit certificate. This award is given to 
participants who are in the next 10% after 
the credit awardees. 

ICAS English assesses reading and 
language skills in a range of contexts, 
reading for meaning in literary texts, reading 
for meaning in factual texts, textual devices, 
syntax and vocabulary. The questions require 
students to locate, identify and interpret 
information in and about texts. 

Grade 2 Riona Delegiro Champion 
Museo Iloilo On-the-spot Drawing 
Grade	 2	 Riona	 Ysobel	 Delegiro	 won	

Champion	 in	 the	 on-the-spot	 drawing	
contest	 organized	 by	 the	Museo	 Iloilo	 held	
on	 22	 August	 this	 year	 at	 the	Museo	 Iloilo	
premises.		

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
            

Above: Riona working on her 
entry that would eventually 
win her the championship title 
and a P4000 cash prize. Left: 
Riona’s mentor Mr. Joy 
Fernando holding the winning 
piece at the awarding 
ceremony. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
Five	 ISAers	 rendered	a	 song	number	during	
the	 116th	 Independence	 Day	 celebration	
held	at	SM	City.	The	 ISA	singers	posed	with	
Iloilo	City	Mayor	Jed	Patrick	Mabilog.	    

ISAers Celebrate Independence Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
Nearly	 a	 hundred	 high	 school	 ISAers,	
together	with	 their	mentors,	 responded	 to	
the	 call	 of	 the	 Iloilo	 City	 Government	 to	
celebrate	 the	 116th	 anniversary	 of	 the	
Philippine	 Independence	 Day	 at	 SM	 City	
Iloilo.	 Wearing	 their	 complete	 ISA	 uniform	
early	 Saturday	 morning,	 they	 assembled	 in	
front	of	the	mall	entrance	with	the	students	
from	 other	 high	 schools	 in	 the	 city.	Mayor	
Jed	 Patrick	 Mabilog	 delivered	 a	 message,	
which	 was	 followed	 by	 a	 foot	 parade.	
Several	city	councilors	were	also	present. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
Other ISAers who joined in the on-the-spot drawing 
competition held on 22 August at Museo Iloilo. 

BUILDING A TEAM in pursuit of a common goal . It has been a yearly practice for 
all ISA facilitators and staff to spend a day together just a week before the school opening to 
engage in informal group activities and games aimed to develop among them closer social 
relationship and bond through accomplishing group tasks, achieving results, and meeting 
goals. The place chosen for team building this year was in Guimaras Island.       
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Nicole Casey Lao, Joelian Marie Dolendo, 
and Toni Chavez (in red) were finalists in 
the 12th Inter-school ABS-CBN News 
Casting Competition held in August 2014. 

Dolendo, Lao & Chavez Qualify for 
ABS-CBN News Casting Grandfinal 
Joelian Marie Dolendo, Nicole Casey 

Lao and Toni Harriette Chavez qualified for 
the 12th Inter-School News Casting 
Competition Grand Finals held at SM City 
Iloilo on 10 August. 

“It is not an easy feat as there are many 
participants from other equally good schools. 
I’m just so happy to get in.” said Joelian 
Dolendo, the representative for English news 
casting elementary category. 

Nicole Lao represented ISA in the 
English News Casting high school category 
while Toni Chavez joined in the Filipino 
News Casting high school category. 

There were more than 60 participating 
schools in the elimination round which was 
also considered as the semi-final round. 

This event is done annually to foster 
good interschool relationships between the 
public and private schools in the province 
and city of Iloilo and to develop the public 
speaking talents of the learners. 

A seminar workshop will be conducted 
before the grand finals on 27 September for 
the finalists to be further equipped with the 
know-hows of news casting. 
 
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
A	Performance-based	Assessment	in	Action.	
A	group	of	grade	6	learners	working	on	their	
video	 report	 on	 a	 topic	 in	 their	 science	
subject.	 This	 is	 not	 an	 unusual	 scene	 one	
would	 witness	 if	 he	 goes	 around	 the	 ISA	
campus	either	on	class	days	or	weekends.	 

Team Work Makes a Dream Work 
The Mathematics Teachers Association of 

the Philippines – Western Visayas Chapter, 
in partnership with the DepED, held its 
annual Regional Mathematical Investigation 
with the theme: “Raising the Bar of 
Mathematics Education through 
Mathematical Investigation” on September 
19, 20, and 21 at Iloilo Grand Hotel. The 3-
day event was significant to ISA learners 
who joined for the first time the said event. 
Two Grade 8 ISAers, Alvin Lyndon Sy and 
Kathleen Therese Tilos, brought home 
awards together with their respective teams 
compose of learners from other provinces. 
Alvin’s group won Best Mathematical 
Investigation Paper and Best Mathematical 
Investigation Poster, while Kathleen’s group 
won 2nd Best Mathematical Investigation 
Presenter and Best Mathematical 
Investigation Paper. This Regional Seminar 
Workshop helps all participants to be 
equipped with scientific knowledge through 
Mathematical Investigation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

Janna and the four contenders from SPED, Huasiong, Sun Yat Sen 
and Atenero de Iloilo at the Quiz Bee clincher round. This is part 
of the city government’s effort to celebrate the 77th Charter Day.  

G8 Janna 2nd in Charter Day Quiz 
On the 21 August at Robinsons Place 

Iloilo, Grade 8 ISAer Janna Marie Go ended 
up second place in the Iloilo City Charter 
Day Quiz Bee. The questions were taken 
from tourism, General Information, Current 
Events, History, Culture and Arts categories. 
All in all, 14 students from private and 
public schools joined in the event. Before 
she was declared second, 2 elimination 
rounds were done to determine the five final 
contenders who will compete in the difficult 
category. A student from the SPED was the 
only contestant from the public schools who 
made it to the top five while the four other 
qualifiers all came from “Chinese” schools. 
SPED was declared first place followed by 
Janna Marie Go. The contestant from 
Huasiong College of Iloilo placed third.     
G8 Josh 2nd in Charter Day Extempo 

The city government of Iloilo celebrated 
recently its 77th Charter Day with a total of 
41 events held related to sports, arts, 
academic, tourism and many others. The 
theme this year is “The Culture of Pride of a 
Noble City.”  

David Joshua Terania, a grade 8 ISAer, 
represented ISA in the extemporaneous 
speaking contest held at Robinson’s Place 
Iloilo on 11 August.  

Based on the initial decision, Joshua and 
the two other contestants tied for the first 
place, however he was declared second place 
after the deliberation. More than 10 students 
from public and private schools in Iloilo City 
participated in this event.  

ISA Young Writers Won Awards 
Learners of Iloilo Scholastic Academy 

reap awards in the Campus Journalism in the 
Changing World held at Punta Villa, Iloilo 
City on July 19-20, 2014 despite of over two 
thousand participants coming from the 
various schools in Western Visayas. 

“Seeing there were a lot of participants 
this year, I didn’t expect to win any place at 
all – but I’m happy I did!” exclaimed Pelaez, 
a primary learner. 

Silak, West Visayas State University’s 
multi-awarded school publication, held this 
event for the third time with the main 
objective of developing the knowledge and 
skills of beginning campus journalists and 
upgrade the journalistic skills of the 
experienced ones. 

In a statement by Silak, they mentioned, 
“This is our way of encouraging the youth to 
practice responsible journalism by instilling 
in the skills and ethics of developing 
journalism through seminars and training.”  

The competition was divided into two 
brackets – Batang Panulaton (age 9 to 12) 
and Teen Panulaton (age 13 to 16). 

Listed are the participants whose stars 
shone the brightest at the said competition:  

In the Primary level: Andrea Beatrice 
Chu winner, Informal Essay Writing; Ma. 
Allyssa Bea Duya winner, Informal Essay 
Writing, 3rd in Editorial Writing;  Mark 
Lester Kuan 1st in Copyreading and 
Headlining, 6th in Sports Writing; Elijah 
Patrick Pelaez winner, Informal Essay 
Writing, 1st in Sports Writing, 2nd in Editorial 
Writing, and 5th in Copyreading and 
Headlining, 

In the Intermediate level: Joelian Marie 
Dolendo winner, Informal Essay Writing, 4th 
in Editorial Writing, 6th in Feature Writing, 
and 7th in Sports Writing; Donna Kim  
winner, Informal Essay Writing, 6th in 
Editorial Writing; Bianca Emmarie Uy 
winner, Informal Essay Writing. 

In the Secondary level: Francis Noel 
Chua 9th in Editorial Writing; Hannah 
Kathleen Labrador 10th in News Writing; 
Sherirese Ira Sy 6th in Editorial Writing; 
Dorothy Kirsten Tiu 2nd in Copyreading 
and Headlining; Shan Mhayls Villacorta 
winner, Informal Essay Writing.    
8 ISAers Made It in ICAS Science 

The International Competition and 
Assessemens for Schools (ICAS) Science 
which assesses the learners’ scientific skills 
was held last June 21 in Iloilo Scholastic 
Academy. Among the twenty-seven ISAers 
who participated in the competition, eight of 
them made it! Three of them got Credit 
Awards: Neriah Kryselle Ahhi (Grade 5); 
Alvin Lyndon Sy (Grade 8); and Janna Marie 
Go (Grade 8). Five learners got merit 
awards: Joelian Marie Dolendo (Grade 6); 
John Wallace Chan (Grade 6); Renz Ghester 
Chan (Grade 6); Jeremiah Juantong (Grade 
7); and Sheirese Ira SY (Grade 8).  

This competition serves as an inspiration 
to the rest of the ISAers who are also 
aspiring to take the challenge of assessing 
their scientific skills.  The certificates for 
both the participants and the awardees were 
sent to the school this October.  
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Preschool Buwan ng Wika 2014  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
ISA	 Preschool	 Buwan	 ng	 Wika	 celebration	
has	always	been	by	characterized	by	colorful	
pageantry	 of	 little	 children	 showcasing	
Filipino	 folk	 dances,	 depicting	 the	 cultural	
diversity	 of	 the	 nation,	 and	 surely	 never	
allowed	 to	 be	 absent	 –	 native	 delicacies.	
This	 year	 is	 no	 exception.	 Aside	 from	
instilling	 in	 the	 minds	 of	 the	 little	 kids	 the	
love	 of	 not	 only	 the	 Filipino	 language,	 but	
everything	native,	they	learn	few	basic	steps	
of	 folk	 dances,	 and	 the	 appreciation	 of	 the	
unique	 melodies	 of	 folk	 songs.	 These	 are	 I	
believe	the	essence	of	the	celebration.		

Blending Talents with Style 
	
	
	

 

 

 

 

 

 
                             
To avoid adding financial burden on the 
parents has for years been the reason for a 
modest celebration of Buwan ng Wika. Not 
this year. Perhaps a reaction to an extended 
austerity, a spectacular demo of talents and 
style almost bordering on a production seen 
only during ISA Day captivated the stunned 
audience and the proud performers alike. 
Many numbers are so impressive that they 
can readily stand alone as an independent 
show. It is easy to see the great efforts 
exerted by each class that made this year’s 
Buwan ng Wika an astounding success. 

 

 

 
                   
ISA HSK 2014 rating. Result of the HSK 
(Chinese Proficiency Test) administered to 
all Grade 2 to 4th Year learners last 14 
September was released in October. G3 and 
G4 learners who took HSK level 2 have the 
highest passing turn out at 90%, followed by 
the G2 who took level 1 with 70% passing 
rate. G5 and G6 taking level 3 placed third at 
62%. 25 of the high school learners who 
took level 4 passed, yielding a passing rate 
of 37%. The designated six 2nd year and two 
3rd year ISAers passed level 5, the other two 
from 4th year did not reach the minimum 
0.60 rating. The overall passing rate is 68%.     
High School Dance Drama Contest 
An Artistic Portrayal of National Unity 

The splendid display of form and 
profound socio-cultural substance adroitly 
fused into one is how I gauge the dance 
drama of the 6 high school classes. Be it a 
depiction of a heroic glitz in history, a 
romanticized version of bayanihan, or even 
the reenactment of the tragic capsize of St. 
Aquinas… the candid portrayal of the spirit 
of unity with vigor and art left an indelible 
dent in my memory…        
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     

 
Keesha (left) and Nina pose with APSA Chairman and 
CEO Dr. Leticia Asuzano after the awarding ceremony. 
Another ISA recipient Maxine has transferred to 
Philippine Science High School this school year, she 
was not able to attend the ceremony.    

Three ISAers Topped SBA Math 
Every	 year,	 the	 Asian	 Psychological	

Services	 and	 Assessment,	 Inc.	 (APSA)	
recognizes	students	 from	Grade	1	 to	Fourth	
Year	of	their	client	schools	who	obtained	the	
highest	 mean	 scaled	 ability	 score	 in	 its	
standard-based	assessment	in	Math.	

This	year,	three	ISAers,	G6	Maxine	Chan,	
G3	Keesha	Franchina	Cajandig,	and	G3	Niña	
Angelica	 Tan,	 were	 among	 the	 72	 students	
out	of	 75,542,	 or	 0.01%,	who	 took	 the	 SBA	
Math.	 The	 recognition	 ceremony	 was	 held	
on	12	November	at	 the	Century	Park	Hotel,	
Manila.	

ISA Debate Team Joins  
3rd

 Sangguniang Debate  
Camille Frances Billones, the Deputy 

Prime Minister of the Iloilo Scholastic 
Academy Debate Team, is proclaimed as one 
of the best speakers of the 3rd Sangguniang 
Panlungsod Inter-High school Debate 
Tournament in partnership with the UP 
Debate Circle of University of the 
Philippines Visayas held on August 22-23 in 
Iloilo City Hall.   

It is also ISA`s first time to reach the 
semi-finals – out of the 17 schools both in 
private and public schools that participated--
in its second time to join the said 
competition.  Together with Jasper Robert 
Pigason, Prime Minister, and Joshua David 
Terania, the team`s Whip, the ISA Debate 
Team not only made ISA proud, but also 
proved themselves endowed with high-
caliber critical thinking and argumentative 
skills. 

 

 

 
            
Camille Frances Billones, the Deputy Prime Minister of 
the ISA Debate Team, is proclaimed as one of the best 
speakers of the 3rd Sangguniang Debate Tournament. 
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Members of the ISA Debate Team 
Brought Extraordinary Honors to the 
School. What more can make a mom so 
proud of her high school son and 
effectively ‘moved her to tears’ than for 
him to be named best speaker in a debate 
competition where the opponents in the 
semi-final round were all college students. 
The upper photo shows an entry in the 
Facebook account of Mrs. Terania, the 
mother of Joshua, when Josh handed her 
the medal he received in the 1st Iloilo 
Intervarsity debate. Below is a file photo of 
Joshua taken during the Sangguniang 
Debate Competition held in August 2014. 
ISA Debate Team Highly Regarded  
in the 1st Iloilo Intervarsity Debate   

The first ever Iloilo Intervarsity debate 
competition, with its vision to spread the 
culture of competitiveness and critical 
thinking gained from the parliamentary 
debating to the rest of Iloilo, was held on 
September 12-13, 2014 at West Visayas State 
University. 

Likewise, for the first time, Iloilo 
Scholastic Academy was able to nail two 
best speakers namely, 4th Year Camille 
Frances Billones and Grade 8 Joshua David 
Terania.  It was also not a surprise that the 
school has been named as one of the best 
performing schools in the competition for it 
was able to defeat other schools, both in the 
secondary and tertiary levels, as the ISA 
Debate Team was the only high school to 
have competed with the collegiate debate 
teams in the semi final round. 

This competition was sponsored by the 
Iloilo Debate Union, and co-sponsored by its 
four charter institutions from St. Paul 
University of Iloilo, UPV Iloilo City 
Campus, UPV Miagao Campus and West 
Visayas State University.  

LITERARY INTRAMURAL 
The	 two-day	2014	 Literary	Voices	of	 the	

Youth,	 an	 array	 of	 English	 public	 speaking	
showdown,	was	held	at	 the	 ISA	gymnasium	
on	September	10	-11.	

Complementing	 the	 fiery	 veterans	 are	
the	 emerging	 budding	 talents	 some	 of	
whom	 were	 able	 to	 land	 at	 the	 top	 three	
places	 in	 declamation,	 oration,	 oral	
interpretation,	 and	 extemporaneous	
speaking.	 An	 encouraging	 sign	 showing	 the	
mass	base	of	 literary	public	 speaking	 in	 the	
ISA	 campus	 has	 broaden	 after	 years	 of	
unrelenting	labors.		

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

65th Chinese National Day Celebration 
Mr. Chan Attends Consulate Banquet 
Upon	 the	 invitation	 of	 the	 Chinese	

Consulate	 General	 in	 Cebu,	 ISA	 Executive	
Director	 Mr.	 Peter	 M.	 Chan	 and	 wife	 Mrs.	
Debbie	 Chan,	 ISA	 Preschool	 Head,	 were	 in	
Cebu	 City	 on	 28	 September	 to	 attend	 the	
65th	 founding	 anniversary	 of	 the	 People’s	
Republic	 of	 China.	 They	 were	 at	 the	 same	
time	 on	 their	 official	 capacity	 representing	
ISA	Board	of	Directors	and	Administration.			

The	 national	 day	 banquet	 was	 held	 in	
Marco	Polo	Plaza	Cebu,	Cebu	City.	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        

ISA Executive Director Mr. Peter M. Chan 
and ISA Preschool Head Mrs. Debbie Chan 
at the 65th Chinese National Day celebration 
hosted by the Consul General Zhang 
Weiguo. In the photo is Manuel Osmeña 
(center) and friends in Cebu City.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                          

ISA Executive Director, Mr. Peter M. Chan (second 
from right), represents ISA at the 2014 Scholastic 
Readers Cup awarding ceremony held at Rockwell, 
Makati City on 19 August 2014. ISA won 1st place 
in the ‘Average Books Read per Child’ in the grade 
level with an average of 64 books read per learner.   
ISA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ATTENDS  
Scholastic Reading Cup Awarding 

The awarding ceremony of the 2014 
Scholastic Readers Cup was moved from its 
original schedule on 26 July 2014 to 19 
August, due to the devastating aftermath of 
super typhoon Yolanda. 

ISA won three awards in the said 
competition: 1st in the ‘Average Books Read 
per Child’ category in the grade school, 2nd 
in the 2014 Scholastic Readers Cup, and 3rd 
in the ‘Average Books Read per Child’ 
category in the high school and grade 
schools combined. 

ISA Executive Director Mr. Peter M. 
Chan represents ISA to receive the 3 awards. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                   
Results of the HSK (Chinese 
Proficiency Test) released in October 
2014, significant passing rates are seen 
in grade 3, grade 4, grade 6 and grade 
8. Out of 42 grade 3 HSK level 2 takers, 
38 were above the 60% passing mark; in 
grade 4 the passing rate is 92%, with 55 
passers out of 60 examinees who took 
HSK level 2; 18 out of 21 grade 6 
examinees who took HSK level 3 
passed. In grade 8, 13 out of 23 
examinees passed HSK level 4, and 
among the grade 8 passers 6 also took 
and passed HSK level 5. They are Janna 
Go, Shanna Tan, Alvin Lyndon Sy, 
Dorothy Tiu, Sheirese Sy, and Nancy 
Kim. The other two level 5 passers who 
came from grade 9 are Jason 
Chankingwai and Pauine Sharry Tiu. 
The passing rates of other academic 
levels are as follows: Grade 2, 71%, with 
54 passers out of 76 examinees taking 
HSK level 1; grade 5, 58%, with 31 
passers out of 53 HSK level 3 takers. Of 
the total of 64 high school learners from 
grade 7 to 4th year who took HSK level 4, 
25 passed: 5 in grade 7, 13 in grade 8, 4 
in grade 9, and 3 in 4th year.  
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              Nicole                          Dustin                          Jian  
ISA Math Team Placed Second 
In IloPRISAA 2014 Academics 

ISA high school math team made it again 
to the top three in Iloilo Private Schools 
Athletic Association academic competition 
this year. Composed of Fourth Year Marion 
Nicole Lim, Dustin Alben Wong and Grade 9 
Jian Kyle Tiampong, ISA math team won 2nd 
place. There were more than 20 competing 
schools vying for the top three places this 
year. The Iloilo Math PRISAA Quiz Bee was 
held in University of San Agustin last 3 
December 2014 as part of the various 
competitions that lasted from 28 November 
till 10 December. This year’s theme is 
ILOPRISAA @ 49: Nurturing the 
champions”.  

The top three schools in math are Iloilo 
Scholastic Academy which ranked 2nd is 
followed by PAREF Westbridge School for 
Boys. Huasiong won first place.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
ISA	 high	 school	 basketball	 team	 composed	 of	 all-
homegrown	players,	in	contrast	to	teams	with	‘recruits’,	
has	made	a	stride	in	recent	years.	In	the	ISSA	games	 in	
September	2014,	ISAer	John	Gallego	was	one	of	the	five	
recipients	 of	 awards	 given	 to	 promising	 basketball	
players,	 effectively	 busting	 the	myth	 that	only	 recruits	
from	 interior	 towns	 can	play	well.	 Photo	below	 shows	
another	 two	 ISAers	 Joseph	Edman	Viterbo	and	Sammy	
So	who	 stood	out	 in	 the	badminton	events	during	 the	
ISSA	2014	games.	 	 

Ten ISAers Sweep the First Places in 
Division English Language Festival ‘14  

ISA	has	once	again	emerged	as	crème	de	
la	 crème	 as	 it	 bags	 ten	 first	 place	 awards,	
out	 of	 the	 15	 events	 the	 school	 joins	 in,	 in	
the	 PRISAAP	 (Private	 Secondary	 School	
Administrators	 Association	 of	 the	
Philippines)	 English	 Language	 Festival	 2014	
Division	 Level	 with	 the	 theme:	 English	
Language	Festival	Reaching	out…Unleashing	
Talents”	 on	 13	 December	 held	 in	 Santa	
Clarita	 International	 School,	 Iloilo	City.	 	 The	
names	 of	 the	 winners	 are	 as	 follows:		
Elementary	 Level:	 	 News	 Writing	 –	 Mark	
Lester	Kuan,		Feature	Writing	–	Elijah	Patrick	
Pelaez,	 	 and	 Essay	 –	Donna	 Kim.	 	 For	 High	
School	 Level:	 News	 Writing	 -	 Janna	 Marie	
Go,	 Editorial	 –	 Joshua	 David	 Terania,	 Poem	
Writing	–	Pauline	Sharry	Tiu,	Oration-Nicole	
Lao,	Oral	Interpretation	–	Shana	Tifanny	Tan,	
Impromptu	 Speaking	 –	 Camille	 Frances	
Billiones,	 and	 in	 Spelling	 –	 Zeth	 Rodario	
Bebit.	 	 These	 ISAers	are	 set	 to	 compete	 for	
the	Provincial	Round	of	the	contests.		

In	 addition,	 two	 elementary	 ISAers	won	
2nd	 place	 in	 Poem	 Writing,	 and	 Character	
Impersonation.	 And,	 ISA	 won	 3rd	 place	 in	
Declamation	in	both	levels.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
									
ISAers	Mark	 Lester	 Kuan,	 Elijah	 Patrick	 Pelaez,	 Joshua	
David	 Terania,	 and	 other	 ISA	 awardees	 during	 the	
awarding	ceremony	of	the	9th	English	Language	Festival.	
Awarding	 the	 certificates	 of	 merits	 are	 Ms.	 Melody	
Lacuesta,	 DepED	 Division	 Superintendent	 and	 Ms.	
Prima	Buckley,	Directress	of	Santa	Clarita	 International	
School.			

JANNA MARIE GO 2ND PLACE  
in  GENERAL INFORMATION  

Dreaded	 by	 many,	 G.I.	 is	 arguably	
the	 one	 event	 in	 IloPRISAA	 where	
contestants,	 even	 how	 adequately	
prepared,	 can	 never	 say	 they	 are	
sure	 to	win.	With	so	many	 trivia	 to	
memorize	and	 the	 frustratingly	 low	
scores	 each	 year	 of	 those	 even	 at	
the	top	three	render	G.I.	not	for	the	
fainthearted.	 The	 needed	 effort	 is	
just	 too	 great	 for	 such	 a	 bleak	
prospect.	Well,	 Janna	proved	she	 is	
strong,	 diligent,	 and	 smart.	 And	
probably,	luck	was	on	her	side.														

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ISA’s	 first	 ever	 medal	 in	 the	 IloPRISAA	 Taekwondo	
event	was	brought	home	by	 the	Grade	4	 ISAer	Sophia	
Francine	Besona.	Sophia	placed	third	in	the	elementary	
level.	Inset	photo	shows	Sophia	with	coach	Master	Kim. 
49th IloPRISAA Games Held in Nov. 2014 
ISA won in Badminton, Athletics, Chess ...  

ISA sports teams won a number of 
awards at the 49th Iloilo Private School 
Athletic Association Meet (IloPRISAA) 
which started on November 28 and ended on 
December 10, 2014. The awards came from 
six events: badminton, table tennis, athletics, 
chess, swimming and taekwondo. 

In the elementary badminton, the boy 
doubles, Lance David Tan and Sean Austin 
Lao, won a silver, while the girls duo, Annie 
Mae Ong and Pardip Sumal, placed 3rd. 

ISA high school table tennis girls team 
placed third. The team members are Maria 
Danica Buenaflor, Chelsea Coleen 
Cayabyab, Pearl Zerrha Chiu, Marion Nicole 
Lim and Kathleen Therese Tilos. 

Two elementary and one high school 
members of ISA chess team made it to the 
top three. Grade 6 Jaren Matthew Ong and 
Joyce Te, both 1st runners-up in their 
respective boys and girls categories. First 
year Cherisse Hope Gomez was ISA’s lone 
winner in the high school level. She garnered 
a silver medal. Subsequently, Cherisse was 
absorbed in the Iloilo City chess team to 
compete in the Western Visayas Private 
School Athletic Association Meet. She 
placed 2nd in the individual category.  

Not particularly the medal hopefuls, 
ISA swimming and taekwondo teams were 
able to bring home three bronzes. Grade 3 
Joan Catryn Perez and Grade 4 Micaella 
Barlin each won a bronze medal in 
swimming. Joan joined IloPRISAA team in 
the integrated meet, she won first place in 
the 400m freestyle relay. On the other hand, 
Sophia Francine Besona won ISA’s first ever 
award in the IloPRISAA taekwondo 
tournament. Sophia won a bronze.  

The medal-rich track and field saw ISA 
athletes garnering eight medals. They are 
Grade 6 Sherri May Sampollo, 1st place in 
Shotput, 1st place in Javelin, 3rd place in 
Discus Throw; Grade 5 Micaella Barlin, 1st 
place in Triple Jump, 2nd place in  4 x 400m 
Relay (with teammates Grade 6 Annie Mae 
Ong, Christi Angelus Violeta and Joelian 
Marie Dolendo), 3rd place in 4 x 100m Relay 
(with teammates Grade 4 Gabrielle Barlin, 
Christi Angelus Violeta and Joelian Marie 
Dolendo); Annie Mae Ong, 2nd place in Long 
Jump; Grade 5 Bianca Emmarie Uy, 2nd 
place in 800m Run, 2nd place in 1500m Run. 
The lone high school winner is Joseph 
Angelo Pabalinas, 3rd place in Javelin. 
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ISAGames opens with a big bang. Cheers 
and yells competition of the 4 teams cheers 
up the spirit of the learners-turn-athletes, 
effectively setting the tone of the day-long 
event which would unleash the energy and 
demonstrate the skills of the learners in 
basketball, volleyball, table tennis… 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 		

ISA Mentors Day is one of the most awaited 
events in the campus. It is the day when 
learners express their genuine sentiments 
towards their mentors. ISA Learners Council 
leads the learners in giving tributes to the 
mentors by way of cultural performances. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

				
The Carnival-inspired Family Day, a first of 
its kind in ISA campus, was conceived by 
the ISA Learners Council. Careful planning 
started months before its actual staging on 
November 7-8, 2014. The eagerness and 
excitement of the learners and parents alike 
say it all: the Family Day 2014 is a success. 
		
	

	

	

	
 						

Campus Christmas caroling is a new addition 
to the roster of campus-wide fun fare 
primarily initiated by the Music Division. 
Like any other campus activities, this is 
warmly welcome and enthusiastically 
embraced by the whole ISA community. 

A Year-end Review in Photos 
This	 issue	 features	 in	 pictorial	 format	

many	of	the	campus-firsts	which	add	colors	
to	 the	 school	 life	 of	 the	 learners	 as	well	 as	
all	 the	 other	 stakeholders	 who	 are	 very	
much	part	of	 the	 school	 community	affairs.	
These	 are	 the	 first	 carnival-inspired	 family	
day,	 the	 Campus	 Christmas	 Caroling,	 the	
visit	of	the	administrators	of	the	first	Korean	
school	 to	 establish	 sister-relation	 with	 ISA,	
and	 the	 invitational	 battle	 of	 the	 band,	 the	
“ISA	 Rockfest	 2014”,	 organized	 by	 the	 ISA	
Learners	 Council.	 The	 blending	 of	 the	
institutional	 campus	affairs,	 such	as	 the	 ISA	
Games,	 Mentors	 Day,	 Christmas	 Day	
celebrations	 with	 the	 newly	 initiated	
activities	speaks	much	of	the	concept	that	is	
ISA.	While	ISA	community	adheres	closely	to	
its	 tradition,	 the	 never-ending	 innovative	
story	of	ISA	continues…				
	

	

	

	

																																																																																																																
ISA Goes Beyond Border. The visit to ISA 
of the administrator, faculty and students of 
Okyen Elementary School in Ulsan, 
Republic of Korea on 12 November 2014 
speaks much of the readiness of our school 
to explore the realm of academic exchanges 
with schools outside the country’s border. 
The visit could have been done five months 
earlier had not for the unfortunate maritime 
mishap in Korea which happened on 16 
April this year. The above photo shows Mr. 
Kim Jun Geon of Okyen Elementary School 
and the ISA Executive Director Mr. Peter M. 
Chan exchanging mementos in the ISA 
library, below shows the Korean visitors 
observing a Grade 3 Language class. The 
Korean visitors were greeted by the ISA 
Springale, and in return a Korean boy 
performed a Taekwondo stunt to the delight 
of the ISAers. 
 
   
 

	

	
 													

ISA Rockfest 2014 is an invitational 
competitions among school bands. The event 
was a brainchild of the ISA Learners Council 
whose members were successful in inviting 6 
bands from 4 schools, namely, Paref 
Westbridge, Ateneo de Iloilo, CPU, and ISA.  	

ISA Joins 3rd PRISSAAP Campus Press   
ISA joined the hundreds of participants in the 3rd Campus Press Awards and Photo Tour 

organized by the Private Secondary Schools Association of the Philippines (PRISSAAP) held 
last November 15-16, 2014 in Bacolod City. 

As ISAers shine wherever they are, they bagged numerous awards in the said event.  
Elijah Patrick Pelaez bested more than 200 other participants in Sports Writing 

(Elementary) by placing 1st; Jasper Robert Pigason won 3rd Place in Sports Writing (High 
School). Ma. Allyssa Bea Duya and Andrea Beatrice Chu were runners-up in Feature Writing 
(Elementary); Hannah Kathleen Labrador also bagged the 1st Place in Editorial Writing (High 
School), where  Shayla Iyesa Sy and Venise Natannie Jalipa were runners-up. 

For the first time this year, PRISSAAP organized a newscasting competition.  ISAers 
dominated the top places, where Joelian Marie Dolendo won 1st place in the Elementary 
English Category; whereas Toni Harriette Chavez, won 1st Place in High School Filipino. 
Nicole Casey Lao won 2nd Place in High School English. 

“Wow, the way ISA contestants delivered their pieces was really something to behold. The 
way they speak must be the edge which made them different from the rest of the participants,” 
remarked one parent from the audience. 

For the Photo Tour competition, participants ventured out in the high lands of 
Campuestohan. The resort provided learners with alluring spots to create their best shots. 

Arwin Red Dela Cruz showed potential as he bagged the 1st place in the Photo Tour Open 
Category (Elementary), winning with him in the same category are Neriah Kryselle Ahhi, 3rd 
place, Alexis Alibogha and Jarlynn Margaux Ching, runners-up.  

Ma. Geraldine Palomar won 2nd place in the Photo Tour Open Category (High School) 
with Maron Magarzo as runner-up. 

In the Elementary Photojournalism, Jarlynn Margaux Ching and Neriah Ahhi won 2nd and 
3rd respectively. Caroline Dueñas and Arwin Red Dela Cruz were runners-up. In the High 
School category, Ma. Geraldine Palomar was awarded 3rd place while Angelu Mae Solarte and 
Aaron Babayen-on were runners-up. 

Neriah Kryselle Ahhi, Arwin Red Dela Cruz, and Ma. Geraldine Palomar were also 
awarded the Most Promising Photojournalists, an award given only to those who showed great 
potentials in capturing memories through the lens of a camera. 

ISA was cited 1st Runner-up in the search for Top Performing School in the said event. 
 


