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The Scholars: Turning a New Page 
As	   ISA	   bids	   good	   bye	   to	   school	   year	  

2009-‐2010,	  and	   is	   ready	   to	  embrace	  a	  new	  
start,	   so	   is	   its	   appendage,	   The Scholars.	  
The	   school	   publication	   has	   always	   been	   a	  
faithful	   chronicler	   of	   the	   major	   campus	  
events	   in	   the	   past	   six	   years,	   serving	   as	   a	  
disseminator	   that	   keeps	   the	   community	  
abreast	   of	   every	   step	   taken,	   and	   endeavor	  
pursued,	  by	  the	  school’s	  constituents.	  	  

ISA	   is	   about	   to	   embark	   on	   another	  
journey,	  so	  is	  The Scholars	  to	  turn	  another	  
page.	   That	   page	   starts	   with	   a	   blank	   sheet,	  
and	   will	   end	   up	   quite	   expectedly	   with	  
nostalgic	  memoirs	  that,	  as	  past	  experiences	  
suggest,	   would	   serve	   as	   reminders	   to	   all	  
stakeholders	   that	   they	  have	  a	  great	   role	   to	  
play.	  Their	  deeds	  would,	  in	  fact,	  help	  fill	  out	  
another	   colorful	   page	   of	   The Scholars.	  
They	   are	   after	   all	   the	   primary	   contributors	  
of	  this	  publication.	  

In	   his	   welcome	   address	   during	   the	  
commencement	   exercises	   last	   22	   March,	  
ISA	   President,	   Mr.	   Vicente	   C.	   Tiu,	  
mentioned	  many	   good	   things	   happened	   at	  
ISA	   in	   the	   just	   concluded	   school	   year.	  
Indeed.	  But	  no	  one,	   I	  am	  quite	  sure,	  would	  
argue	   that	   these	   are	   at	   best	   tip	   of	   an	  
iceberg,	  many	  better	  things	  are	  yet	  to	  come	  
our	  way.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   

ISA Tops 8th USA Regional Math Quiz 
 

 
 
          
ISA team was Champion in the 8th 

Regional Inter-School Mathematics 
Competition sponsored by the Mathematics 
and Physics Department of University of 
San Agustin held at the Conference Hall, 
Blanco Hall, University of San Agustin, 
Iloilo City last 8 February. The participants 
of the said competition were the seniors and 
juniors from different private and public 
schools in Region VI. 

First time to join the said math contest, 
the ISA team was represented by Karl 
Francis Chan, a fourth year learner and Jan 
Jemi Gerwayne Tiu, a junior ISAer.    
ISAers Bag Gold in W.I.T. Math Match    
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ISA Parents Assembly cum 
Stress Management Forum   

ISA Parents Association 
President, Atty. Esther 
Trimañez (left photo), called 
for an annual general 
parents assembly in the 
morning of 13 February 
to wind up the year’s 
affairs, and setting the 
tuning of next year’s 

programs. A forum on ‘Stress Management 
via Understanding Problem Behavior’ given 
by Mrs. Rosalea Cornelia de Leon 
immediately followed. An election of new 
set of ISA Parents Association officers for 
SY2010-2012 ensued after the lunch break. 

 Another main agendum that morning 
was the presentation of the yearend 
assessment of school affairs and the general 
plan of action for SY 2010-2011 made by 
ISA Executive Director Mr. Peter M. Chan. 
Many parents asked Mr. Chan questions 
during the open forum.  
Seniors’ Jordan Escapade 

Last 26 February, the Seniors with their 
adviser and Social Studies facilitator visited 
prominent places in Jordan, the capital town 
of Guimaras province.  

Their first stop was the Municipal Hall 
of Jordan. After a brief stay there, they 
visited the Guimaras Provincial Monument 
and Museum. It is a one-story building with 
accessible wing leading to the main hall. 
Atop the building is a monument: a 
sculpture of a man with fishing tool and a 
plow, symbolizing the two main sources of 
livelihood of most Guimarasnons. The 
structure serves as landmark of the province 
as well as a memorabilia of the Pagtaltal sa 
Balaan Bukid. 

The group toured the well-known 
Guimaras Mango Research Institute and 
Plantation. They stayed for two hours to 
explore its vast mango plantation. It was a 
tiring but great experience for the learners to 
witness firsthand how agricultural workers 
earn their living. Passing by its fine-sand 
beaches and enchanting scenery, the learners 
realize that Guimaras is not only famous for 
its sweet mangoes but is an excellent 
destination for leisure, as well. The learners 
have their lunch and short rest in the cool 
and windy Raymen Beach Resort, enjoying 
the beautiful beach front view and the 
deliciously prepared fresh sea foods. 

Their last stop was a perfect place for 
reflection to those who seek the solace and 
self examination through meditation and 
retreat from hectic materialistic world, the 
Trappist Monastery. This is the only men’s 
monastery in the Philippines ran by 
Cistercian Order of Strict Observance, 
established in 1972. The place welcomes 
guests who wish to spend days or even 
weeks of prayer, meditation and retreats. 
The learners stayed there for almost an hour 
before heading home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sophomores’ Photo Safari 
Second year learners spent a day to 

complete their educational tour and photo 
safari in Guimaras on 26 February. They 
named their picture-taking spree as “Explore 
Guimaras”. Mr. Rodgen M. Jabor, Social 
Studies Head Facilitator and Field Trip 
Coordinator, and Ms. Aura Carmela Ferrariz, 
Biology Facilitator planned the trip with the 
help of Ms. Marietta Benedicto, Tourism In-
charge of Buenavista, Guimaras. The 
activity was an integration of Science and 
Social Studies, providing the learners an 
excellent opportunity to compose beautiful 
photograph, applying what they learned 
from the Basic Photography workshop 
conducted by Mr. Rodgen M. Jabor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

CAMPING 2010 
Camping 2010, with a theme: Instilling 

the Spirit of Unity and Accountability, was 
held last 18-20 February at Anhawan Beach 
Resort, Oton, Iloilo. The annual activity 
aims to enhance the learners' sense of 
camaraderie, leadership, survival skills and 
independence.  Learners from Grade Four to 
4th Year joined the said activity. 

Camping 2010 opened with all members 
of each team showing off their cheer dance 
prowess, and followed by the surprised tent 
set-up competition. The four teams were 
engrossed in outmaneuvering each other in 
swimming, show time, volleyball, team 
building, indoor games in the first day, plus 
more exciting events in the evening such as 
ranger games. 

Moreover, in between these events on the 
first day, learners listened to series of talks 
conducted by the Philippine National Red 
Cross and Boy Scout of the Philippines. The 
campers learned about the importance of 
first aid and survival cooking in the bamboo, 
among others.   

On the second day, the high school 
learners learned managing time and 
pressures by listening to a lecture conducted 
by Mr. Timothy Bantola, while elementary 
learners had fun art designs with Ms. Beulah 
Gerada-Villaruel. The much awaited search 
for Mr. and Ms. ISA 2010 in the evening 
culminated the 2-day great event. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 

Having won first place in the math 
contest held at the University of San Agustin 
three days earlier, ISA high school math team 
brought home another gold medal in the 
Inter-School Mathematics Quiz Bee ‘Battle 
of the Math Wizards’ sponsored by 
Philarchons Fraternity and Sorority of the 
Western Institute of Technology held at 
W.I.T. Techno Library last 11 February. The 
said competition was participated by private 
and public secondary schools in Iloilo City.  

ISA math team captured the 
Championship title by getting perfect scores 
in all of the three rounds of the competition.  

The team is composed of Karl Francis 
Chan, James Eduard Chiu, both fourth year 
learners and Jan Jemi Gerwayne Tiu, a third 
year learner.  
 

In the end, Blue team emerged the overall 
champion, followed by Red, Yellow and Green teams. 
And these are the Best Camper Awardees: Keith 
Nathaniel Tan Yau (B), Thea Elyza Uy (G), Gian 
Trimañez and James Eduard Chiu (Y), Vincent 
Labaclado and Earvin John Lee (R). 
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Congratulations! 

DESIGN UNDERSTANDING  
‘Understanding should not be by chance’, 

this is the basis of the ushering in of the 
novel learning approach now popularly 
known as Understanding by Design (UbD). 
Going through the theory and mechanics of 
the UbD, the advocacy is indeed a 
welcomed awakening from the overdue 
slumber within the realm of Teaching-
Studying, a millennia-old relationship which, 
has outlived its effectiveness and, has for 
several decades been irresponsive to the 
needs of contemporary society and 
education. This is particularly true in the IT 
age. In a world where information, and 
knowledge at that, may all be available at 
the finger tips of an eager learner, teaching 
is nothing but passé. Educators face the 
challenge of leaving their comfort zone in 
order to assume their imperative role as 
facilitators who perceive learning as a flow 
leading to understanding thru series of 
linkages such as remembering, analyzing, 
applying, and evaluating the accumulated 
knowledge, and ultimately turning 
knowledge into creative power of the 
learners. Understanding, therefore, should 
be achieved by a conscious design. 
Undeniably, though a firm grasps of basic 
knowledge and skills are extremely 
important, it is certainly not enough. A step 
further reaching to the higher order thinking 
skills (HOTS) is necessary to complete the 
learning process. 

Without a doubt, ISA goes for UbD.  
6th APSA Assessment Reveals 
Elem Sci. Proficiency Goes Up  

On 5 February, the Asian Psychological 
Services and Assessment (APSA) conducted 
its 6th annual evaluation of the proficiency 
levels of ISAers from K2 to 4th Year on 
three subjects: English, Math and Science. 

This year 43 K2, 201 elementary, and 97 
secondary learners were assessed. The 
results show that the proficiency levels of 
the elementary learners on Math and English 
were ‘stable’: 96% and 93% respectively of 
the total examinees were rated highly 
proficient and proficient, compared to last 
year’s rating of 97% and 89%. On the other 
hand, 175 elementary learners were rated 
highly proficient and proficient in Science, 
representing 87% of the total population. An 
increased of 15 learners from last year’s 160, 
or 14 percentage points up from last year’s 
rate of 73%. 

The results in the secondary levels do not 
change significantly compared to last year’s 
rating. The percentage of high school ISAers 
who were highly proficient and proficient in 
Math was down by 9 percentage points from 
last year’s 77%, while 93% and 60% were 
highly proficient and proficient in English 
and Science respectively, both slightly 
higher than last year’s 90% and 57%. The 
above figure shows improvement of ISA 
high school Math program and instruction is 
in order. 

    
   
  
     

 
 

	  
	  

ISAers Reach All Time High 
500 enrolled by Mid of May  

“Can	   we	   reach	   500	   in	   the	   next	   school	  
year?”	   Although	   the	   growth	   rate	   of	   the	  
learners	   population	   at	   ISA	   has	   been	  
increasing	  at	  an	  average	  of	  14%	  in	  the	  past	  
six	   years,	  no	  one	  can	  be	   so	   sure	   if	   this	   can	  
still	  be	  true	  faced	  with	  the	  pin-‐down	  effects	  
caused	   by	   multiple	   restrictive	   factors	   such	  
as	  high	  tuition	  fee,	  economic	  downturn	  and	  
the	   proliferation	   of	   schools	   in	   the	  
community.	  For	  private	  schools	  to	  maintain,	  
let	  alone	  expand,	  its	  learner	  population	  is	  a	  
grim	   possibility	   in	   most	   instances.	  
Nevertheless,	   during	   the	   regular	   monthly	  
board	   meeting	   in	   February,	   the	   body	   set	  
500	   learners	   as	   the	   minimum	   target	   for	  
school	  year	  2010-‐2011,	  and	  if	  possible	  one-‐
third	   of	  whom	   should	   be	   in	   the	   preschool.	  
By	   any	   standard,	   this	   poses	   a	   great	  
challenge	  to	  the	  school	  administration.	  	  

In	   the	   middle	   of	   May,	   it’s	   the	   turn	   of	  
the	  administration	  to	  finally	  heave	  a	  sigh	  of	  
relief	   when	   number	   of	   enrolees	   hit	   500.	  
Consequently,	   aside	   from	   adding	   one	  
section	   to	   Grade	   5	   (Chekov)	   as	   planned,	  
another	  section	  was	  hurriedly	  added	  to	  First	  
Year	   (Li	   Bai)	   to	   accommodate	   the	  
unexpected	   influx	   of	   transferees.	   The	  
downside	  of	  this	  supposedly	  happy	  event	  is	  
the	   slashing	   of	   40%	   of	   the	   area	   in	   the	  
laboratory,	   60%	   of	   the	   P.	   E.	   area	   to	   be	  
converted	  into	  classrooms.	  More	  likely,	  this	  
knotty	   scenario	   can	   only	   be	   resolved	   once	  
ISA	  moves	  to	  the	  new	  campus	  in	  the	  second	  
semester	  of	  SY	  2010-‐2011.	  

	  
	  
	  
	    

 

        
3rd Batch English Class Valedictorian 
Receives 3 Outstanding Student Titles 

	  	  ISA	   Third	   batch	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  high	   school	   English	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  g r adua t ing 	   c l a s s	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  valedictorian,	   Karl	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Francis	  Chan,	  who	   is	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  a l so 	   the 	   Ch inese	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  g r adua t ing 	   c l a s s	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  sa lutator ian, 	   and	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  president	   of	   the	   ISA	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  S t u den t 	   C oun c i l	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  SY2009-‐2010,	   was	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  conferred	  the	  title	  of	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ‘Most	   Outstanding	  

Student	   of	   Iloilo’	   for	   SY2009-‐10	   by	   three	  
groups	  of	  educational	  and	  civic	  associations:	  
the	   Outstanding	   Students	   Circle	   of	   Iloilo,	  
the	   JCI-‐ABS-‐CBN,	   and	   the	   Department	   of	  
Education-‐Private	   School	   Administrators	  
Association	  of	   the	  Philippine.	  The	  awarding	  
ceremonies	   were	   respectively	   held	   at	   the	  
Division	  Office	  of	  the	  DepED	  Region	  6	  on	  19	  
March,	   SM	   City	   Iloilo	   on	   21	   March,	   and	  
Sarabia	  Manor	  Hotel	  on	  6	  May.	  	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

Exec-Dir  at  5 th World Congress  of  
Chinese Community Leaders,  Beij ing 

Accepting the invitation of the Office of 
the Overseas Chinese Affairs of the State 
Council of China, Executive Director Mr. 
Peter M. Chan was in Beijing and Shanghai 
on 6-11 May. Mr. Chan was among the 
nearly 600 Chinese-descent business and 
community leaders, educators, entrepreneurs 
who came from 120 countries attending the 
5th World Congress of Chinese Community 
Leaders held at Jingxi Hotel, Beijing. 

Besides engaging in social exchanges, 
the guests attended cultural and economic 
symposia given by prominent professors and 
leaders in China Mainland. As part of the 
itinerary arranged by the Chinese hosts, the 
guests spent a day visiting the different 
pavilions at the World Expo 2010 in 
Shanghai. 	  	  	  	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Filipino artists impressed the audience with 
melodious classic folk songs and graceful 
ethnic dance steps at the Shanghai World 
Expo 2010, Philippine Pavilion. 
Activating Chinese Reading Program: 

Timely or Premature ? 
Despite	   of	   its	   flaws	  

and	   letdowns,	   Chinese	  
e d u c a t i o n 	   i n 	   t h e	  
Philippines	   definitely	  
deserves	   a	   standing	  
ovation,	  even	  just	  for	  its	  
sheer	   will	   to	   survive,	  
against	  all	  odds.	  For	  the	  
past	   four	   decades	   –	   or	  
even	  longer	  –	  Philippine	  
Chinese	   Education	   has	  
b e e n 	   f i g h t i n g 	   a n	  	  

uphill	   battle,	  or	  better	   still,	   it	   is	   like	  a	  boat	  
drifting	  in	  the	  middle	  of	  an	  uncharted	  ocean.	  	  

Against	   this	   backdrop,	   any	   attempt	   to	  
initiate	   a	   Chinese	   reading	   program	   may	  
then	  seem	  quixotic,	  nay	  outrageous.	  

Luckily,	   the	   above	   view	   is	   true	   only	  
when	  seen	  from	  one	  angle.	  Objectively,	  it	  is	  
more	  difficult	  to	   learn	  Chinese	  than	  English	  
in	   the	   Philippines.	   Empirical	   data	   clearly	  
show	  the	  English	  proficiency	  of	  the	  learners	  
in	   Chinese-‐Filipino	   schools	   is	   generally	   far	  
better	   than	   that	   in	   Chinese.	   ISA	   is	   no	  
exception.	   The	   contrast	   is	   particularly	  
glaring	   in	   reading	   and	   comprehension.	  
Faced	   with	   this	   tight	   spot,	   ISA	   either	  
respects	   the	   status	   quo	   and	   rides	  with	   the	  
tide,	   or	   goes	   against	   convention	   and	   finds	  
its	  way	  out.	  ISA	  has	  chosen	  the	  latter	  course.	  

     The ratings of the Kinder-2 children 
remain remarkable. Of the 43 examinees, 
only 1 was proficient, the rest were highly 
proficient. With the exception of English, the 
outcome that shows ‘elementary fares better 
than high school, K2 fares better than the 
elementary’ basically remains unchanged. 
This is something the school administration 
has to closely look into.   

Data :  Number of ISA Learners   
	  	  Sch.	  Yr.	  	  	  	  ISAers	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Sch.	  Yr.	  	  	  	  ISAers	  	  	  	  	  
 2004-‐05	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  263	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2007-‐08	  	  	  	  	  	  401	  
	  	  2005-‐06	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  297	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2008-‐09	  	  	  	  	  	  443	  
	  	  2006-‐07	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  352	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2009-‐10	  	  	  	  	  	  460	  
               
               
               

 

     The	   citation	   was	   made	   on	   the	   basis	   of	  
the	   recipient’s	   exemplary	   academic	  
achievements,	   active	   involvement	   in	   social	  
services,	   and	   impressive	   performance	   in	  
various	   inter-‐school	   competitions.	   There	  
are	   five	   to	   ten	   high	   school	   students	   cited	  
annually	   by	   these	   organizations	   chosen	  
from	  among	  the	  best	  students	  of	  public	  and	  
private	  high	  schools	  in	  the	  city	  and	  province	  
of	  Iloilo. 

Indisputably,	   this	   is	   easier	   said	   than	  
done.	   But	   what	   we	   learn	   from	   history	   is	  
that	  when	  something	  is	  difficult,	  then	  it	  can	  
simply	   be	   done,	   though	   with	   great	   effort	  
and	   determination.	   The	   truth	   is,	   ISA	   has	  
started	  the	  reading	  program	  on	  pilot	  basis	  
during	   the	   4th	   quarter	   of	   last	   school	   year.	  
Though	   still	   quite	   far	   away	   from	  our	   goal,	  
but	  we	  know	  we	  are	  steadily	  heading	  to	  it.	  
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ISA President, BOT Members Visit 
Universities in Xiamen, Quanzhou 

“It	  has	   long	  been	  our	   intention	   to	  meet	  
with	   the	   administrators	   of	   the	   Chinese	  
tertiary	   institutions,	   particularly	   those	  
which	   have	   been	   sending	   Chinese	  
volunteer-‐facilitators	   to	   ISA,	   to	   personally	  
express	  our	  gratitude	  for	  helping	  our	  school	  
promote	   Chinese	   education.	   Furthermore,	  
we	   also	   intend	   to	   seek	   greater	  
opportunities	   for	   establishing	   closer	  
bilateral	  relations	  with	  them.”	  ISA	  President	  
Mr.	  Vicente	  C.	  Tiu	  told	  this	  writer	   few	  days	  
before	   the	   11-‐member	   delegations	   of	   the	  
ISA	  Board	  of	  Directors,	  led	  by	  the	  president	  
himself,	  flew	  to	  Xiamen	  City	  on	  21	  May	  for	  a	  
three-‐day	  official	   visit	   of	   the	   three	  Chinese	  
universities,	   namely,	   the	   Jimei	   University,	  
the	   Quanzhou	   Children	   Development	  
Occupational	   College,	   and	   the	   Quanzhou	  
Normal	   University.	   The	   ISA	   delegates	  
arrived	   Xiamen	   Gaoqi	   International	   Airport	  
at	   4:30	   p.m.	   and	   were	   welcomed	   at	   the	  
airport	   by	   Zhuang	   Bingsheng,	   a	   director	   of	  
Jimei	   University	   and	   a	   famous	   Chinese-‐
Filipino	   philanthropist,	   together	   with	   the	  
Chinese	  volunteers	  assigned	  to	  teach	  at	  ISA.	  
That	   evening,	   a	   dinner	   was	   hosted	   by	  Mr.	  
Zhuang	  to	  formally	  welcome	  the	  party.	  	  	  	  	  

At	  9	  am	  the	  next	  day,	  the	  ISA	  delegation	  
visited	   Jimei	   University.	   They	  were	  warmly	  
received	   by	   the	   administrators	   of	   the	  
Institute	  of	  the	  Overseas	  Education	  and	  the	  
head	   of	   the	   Office	   of	   International	  
Cooperation	   and	   Exchanges.	   During	   their	  
conference,	   the	   dean	   of	   the	   institute,	   Mr.	  
Ye	   Guanghuang,	   briefly	   introduced	   to	   the	  
Filipino	   guests	   the	   history	   and	   the	   future	  
plans	  of	  Jimei	  University,	  in	  general,	  and	  the	  
details	  of	  the	  approaches	  and	  methodology	  
employed	   in	   nurturing	   future	   educators	   in	  
the	   field	   of	   overseas	   Chinese	   language	  
learning.	   Mr.	   Elpidio	   Barcarlos,	   Vice-‐
Chairman	   of	   ISA	   Board	   of	   Directors,	   highly	  
commended	   the	   exemplary	   performance	  
and	   dedication	   of	   the	   Chinese	   volunteers	  
since	   ISA	   started	   inviting	   them	   to	   help	  
improve	  the	  quality	  of	  Chinese	  education	  in	  
the	   school	   four	   years	   ago.	   “The	   Chinese	  
volunteers	  have	  contributed	  significantly	  to	  
the	   development	   of	   the	   Chinese	   education	  
in	   our	   school	   in	   particular,	   and	   in	   the	  
Chinese	  education	  in	  our	  country	  in	  general”	  
concluded	  Mr.	  Barcarlos.	  On	  his	  part,	  Mr.	  Ye	  
expressed	  his	  appreciation	  for	  the	  care	  and	  
concern	   accorded	   to	   the	   volunteers	   by	   the	  
ISA	  community.	  	  

The	   delegation	   visited	   Quanzhou	  
Development	   Occupational	   College	   and	  
Quanzhou	   Normal	   University	   on	   24	   May.	  
They	   were	   cordially	   received	   by	   the	  
administrators	   of	   both	   institutions.	   Mr.	  
Vicente	   Tiu	   thanks	   the	   hosts	   for	   their	  
hospitality	   and	   for	   sharing	   valuable	  
information	  and	   insights	  on	  how	  to	   further	  
develop	   and	   promote	   overseas	   Chinese	  
education.	   The	   delegates	   returned	   to	  
Manila	   on	   25	  May.	   The	   visit	   has	   been	   the	  
first	  of	  its	  kind,	  and	  certainly	  is	  not	  the	  last. 

Embracing  the  Big  Idea  
There is a need for a change.  A 

catchphrase that became famous to the 
politicians and now for Iloilo Scholastic 
Academy.  As ISA ushers in a new school 
year with an end in mind, so is true with its 
curriculum.  The school is ready to 
implement the Understanding by Design. 

This year, aside from anticipating a new 
ISA campus and a new set of learners’ 
uniform, ISA will integrate UbD in its 
curriculum. UbD is anchored on this 
principle: Learner performance is more 
likely to be successful BY DESIGN than 
BY CHANCE.  This curriculum is to 
enhance the learner’s ability inside the 
classroom to be more interactive as it is 
learner-centered. 

Living in an ever-changing society, ISA 
cannot rest on its laurels but must constantly 
move forward towards academic excellence. 

The only question now remains.  Can 
we do it? The answer lies in our hands.  It is 
said facilitators should work together to 
make UbD work. But the success of the 
implementation is possible only if we have 
the support of the parents and the 
administration as well.   

Only then we can say change is possible.   
ISA Faci is M.O. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Rodgen M. Jabor, ISA Makabayan 
Head Facilitator, was announced Most 
Outstanding Teacher in the 4th Search for the 
Most Outstanding Private Secondary School 
Principal, Teachers, Student Leaders and 
PTA/PTCA Organizations organized by the 
Private Secondary Schools Administrators 
Association of the Philippines (PRISSAAP) in 
cooperation with the Department of 
Education Region 6.  

This was the first time ISA joined the 
search. After being nominated by the 
Executive Director, Mr. Jabor was asked to 
submit his portfolio for evaluation. The 
process concluded with a panel interview 
held in Sarabia Manor Hotel on 25 March 
2010. Academic achievements, projects 
organized, and personal attributes were some 
of the major criteria for choosing the winner. 
The search was participated by teachers and 
students from the PRISSAAP-member 
schools in region 6.  
     In his acceptance speech during the 
awarding on 6 May 2010 at Boracay Hall, 
Sarabia Manor Hotel, Mr. Jabor said “success 
comes from hard work”. He further 
emphasized to his fellow educators that 
whatever challenge that comes along the 
teaching profession; it must be considered as 
an opportunity to discover and develop their 
potentials that would eventually make them 
grow. Congressman Ulan Sarmiento, A-
Teacher party list representative, DepEd 
Regional and provincial officials, 
administrators and teachers from private 
school were present during the awarding. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

The paving of the 15 meter wide, 200 meter long ISA 
Avenue, a concrete boulevard leading to the 4-story 
school building from the main access road, began in 
March this year. ISA Avenue is expected to be 
passable by early September 2010.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
Construction of the school building at ISA new site 
has reached its final phase. Photo shows the structure 
on the fourth floor where science lab, computer lab, 
music and physical education rooms are located. 
Moreover, the multi-purpose gym and the 2-story, 10-
room faculty dormitory designed to accommodate 20 
persons are also situated on the same floor.    
Update: School Building Construction 

The latest meeting of members of the 
construction committee with the contractor, 
Mr. Benito Uy, and Architect Larry Ng 
held in May reaffirmed that the entire 
structure will be due for interior furnishing 
by end of August, while ground and second 
floors can be turned over by mid-July. 
Details, such as electrical, plumbing, and 
finishing materials, were also discussed. 
The agreed target date of moving to the 
new campus on 4 November 2010 (second 
semester of the current school year) was 
assessed as technically possible. The 
tentative plan to move to the new campus 
and the inauguration of the new school 
building has also been laid out in the 
regular monthly meeting of the ISA Board 
of Directors. 

Writing Workshop 
     In preparation to ISA’s long range plan 
of giving more HOTS (higher order 
thinking skills) assessment, facilitators 
attended a two-day writing workshop. 
     Last 17-18 May at the ISA library, 
Science, Social Studies, Filipino and 
English facilitators had a refresher course 
on essay writing, technical writing and 
basic journalism in preparation for more 
essay-type assessment this school year. 
     This step is in line with the school’s 
gradual shift to the Understanding by 
Design (UbD) approach as endorsed by 
Department of Education.  
     “The writing workshop is a life-
changing experience. We discovered that 
we can write! It gave me more confidence 
in assigning essay writing to my learners.” 
said Rodgen Jabor, Social Studies head 
facilitator and first place winner of the 
workshop’s editorial writing competition. 
     The invited speakers were Prof. Bonna 
Palma for essay writing, Prof. Eleonara 
Padilla for technical writing and Ms. Hazel 
Villa for basic journalism from West 
Visayas State University.  BGV 
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July	  sets	  the	  arena	  for	  the	  “survival	  of	  

the	  fittest.”	   	   ISA	  facilitators	  were	  able	  to	  
administer	   series	   of	   classroom	  
eliminations,	   in	   which	   all	   ISAers	   in	   each	  
class	  have	  the	  equal	  opportunity	  to	  show	  
their	   flair	   in	   the	   fields	   of	   spelling,	  
mathematics,	  social	  studies,	  and	  even	   in	  
the	  art	  of	  public	  speaking.	  	  	  

A	   test	   of	   leadership	   was	   once	   more	  
realized	   successfully	   as	   each	  member	  of	  
the	   Grade	   4	   exercised	   his	   right	   to	   vote	  
for	   the	   well-‐deserved	   student	   leaders	  
who	   would	   fill-‐in	   the	   most	   enviable	  
positions	  in	  the	  Student	  Council.	  

Furthermore,	   these	   yearly	   academic	  
and	   co-‐curricular	   activities	   do	   not	   only	  
engage	  the	  learners	  to	  joust	  for	  the	  most	  
prominent	   awards,	   but	   also	   to	   prepare	  
them	   for	   greater	   battles	   and	   challenges	  
that	   are	   soon	   to	   take	   place	   and	   are	   set	  
against	  other	  schools.	  	  	  

Indeed,	  in	  every	  challenge,	  one	  has	  to	  
give	   his	   best	   shot	   and	   in	   the	   end,	   only	  
the	  cream	  of	  the	  crop	  will	  take	  home	  the	  
laurels.	  
	  

 
ISA Mentors Join FAPE INSET  

To deepen the understanding of the 
educators on the UbD approach, FAPE 
hosted an in-service training for teachers 
last summer. Many private schools sent 
their first year teachers in Math, English, 
Science, Social Studies, and Filipino. FAPE 
required first year teachers to participate in 
the training because UbD is implemented in 
the first year level this school year. 

ISA sent five facilitators: Ms. Fria 
Divinagracia (English), Ms. Michelle Peňaflor 
(Math), Mr. Rodgen Jabor Social Studies), 
Ms. Ronella Lapore (Science), and Ms. 
Cheryl Anne Poral (Filipino).  

The Program started with an 
orientation headed by Rev. Pastor Exzequiel 
Ganzon and Mrs. Midred Garay, DepED 
Region VI director. After the opening 
program, the participants weres divided 
into 5 groups according to subjects. Several 
speakers handled the intensive training. 	  	  
Facilitators Attend UbD seminar  
	  	  	  	  	  “Begin	  with	  the	  end	  in	  mind.”	  
	  	  	  	  	  The	   two-‐day	   seminar	   of	   the	   ISA	  
facilitators	   last	   17-‐18	   May	   on	  
Understanding	   by	   Design	   (UbD)	   approach	  
and	   implement-‐tation	   centered	   on	   that	  
thought.	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  The	  seminar	  was	  conducted	  by	  Mr.	  Rolly	  
Remitar,	   a	   much	   sought-‐after	   speaker	   of	  
the	   Asian	   Psychological	   Services	   and	  
Assessment	  based	  in	  Manila.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  UbD	  is	  one	  latest	  approach	  in	  curriculum	  
designing.	   Unlike	   the	   conventional	  
approach	   in	   curriculum	   designing	   wherein	  
the	   objectives	   are	   being	   defined	   first	  
followed	   by	   the	   designing	   of	   the	  
assessment,	  UBD	  which	  is	  also	  called	  as	  the	  
backwards	   design	   centers	   on	   the	   idea	   that	  
facilitators	   should	   begin	   with	   the	   end	   in	  
mind.	  
	  	  	  	  	  According	   to	  Mr.	   Remitar,	   to	   begin	  with	  
the	   end	   in	  mind	  means	   that	   the	   facilitator	  
would	  have	  a	  clear	  target	  where	  the	  flow	  of	  
the	   lesson	  should	   lead	   to.	  By	  designing	   the	  
assessment	   first,	   greater	   alignment	   of	   the	  
goals	   is	   ensured	   and	   teaching	   becomes	  
focused	  on	  designed	  results.	  
	  	  	  	  	  Moreover,	   in	   designing	   a	   curriculum	  
following	  the	  UbD	  approach,	  lessons	  should	  
not	   only	   be	   presented	   such	   that	   learners	  
will	   only	   remember	   the	   facts,	   assessment	  
should	  be	  centered	  on	  Big	  Ideas	  and	  should	  
promote	  enduring	  understanding.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  After	   Mr.	   Remitar's	   presentation	   of	   the	  
UbD	  framework	  and	  concept,	  a	  curriculum-‐
design	   workshop	   followed	   wherein	   each	  
subject	   area	   facilitators	   made	   a	   UBDized	  
syllabus	  on	  one	  topic.	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  The	   outputs	   were	   presented	   and	   they	  
underwent	  constructive	  critiquing	  from	  Mr.	  
Remitar	  and	  the	  other	  facilitators.	  
	  	  	  	  	  At	   the	   moment,	   UBD	   approach	   is	   being	  
implemented	   at	   ISA	  with	   the	   aim	   to	   attain	  
the	   goal	   of	   enhancing	   and	   upgrading	   the	  
learning	  competencies	  of	  its	  learners.	  

	  	  	  	  	  	    
Words  from  the  Editor:  	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  

Fourth Year Reaches Out to  S.O.S.   
	  	  	  	  	  The	  4th	   year	   class	  was	   the	   first	  batch	   to	  
go	   out	   and	   visit	   S.O.S.	   Village	   in	   Zarraga,	  
Iloilo	  last	  26	  June	  26	  2010.	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  The	   visit	   started	   with	   the	   getting	   to	  
know	   activity	   with	   the	   facilitators	   and	   the	  
learners.	  	  	  	  

	  As	   one	   of	   the	   events,	   ISAers	   were	  
informed	  about	  the	  background	  of	  the	  S.O.S.	  
Children’s	  Villages	  Philippines.	  They	  also	  got	  
a	   chance	   to	   showcase	   their	   talents	   to	   the	  
S.O.S.	   children	   and	   the	   S.O.S.	   children	   did	  
the	   same	   thing	   as	   well.	   After	   a	   short	  
program	  and	  games	  prepared	  by	  the	  lSAers,	  
they	   also	   served	   snacks	   and	   gave	  out	   their	  
personalized	   give-‐aways	   to	   the	   S.O.S.	  
Village	  Children.	  	  The	  S.O.S.	  Children	  in	  turn	  
toured	   the	   ISAers	   to	   their	   village	   where	  
they	  were	  able	  to	  meet	  the	  S.O.S.	  families.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
The	   said	   outreach	   program	   aims	   to	  

develop	  learner’s	  virtues	  of	  compassion	  and	  
generosity	  towards	  others.	  	  	  

A Celebration of Good Health 
     In order to be happy, we need to be 
healthy.  
      On 10 July, ISA celebrated Nutrition 
Day’10 with the theme: “Sa Pagkaing Tama 
at Sapat, wastong Timbang ni Baby ang 
Katapat”. 
      With the help given by the high school 
learners, each elementary class prepared a 
presentation that enhanced the knowledge of 
the audience about healthy living. There 
were 3 dentists and 3 medical doctors who 
conducted the medical and dental check-ups 
to make sure that all the learners are in good 
health. The ISAers were also given the 
chance to watch six video presentations 
prepared by the high school learners on 
healthy living.    

       
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               

Construction update: the 240-meter long, 15-meter 
wide, 4-lane ISA Avenue that connects the new campus 
to the ‘Pison’ road is 75% accomplished as of 30 July. 
The perennial traffic congestion problem we experience 
at the present La Paz campus will be totally solved once 
the school moves to the new site. On-site construction 
committee meeting is held every Tuesday. This door 
you see in the picture leads to the 60 m2 Pre-nursery 
classroom, considerably more spacious than the present 
one. Finishing and painting of the rooms from the 
ground to 3rd floor are now in full swing. The upper 
picture shows the steel frame that would hold the arc-
shaped roof of the covered gym on the fourth floor. The 
gym will house a standard high-school basketball court, 
and alternately, 3 badminton courts and a volleyball 
court. It will also serve as the venue for the table tennis 
and dance training lessons.       	  	  	  
SY2010-‐11	  Student	  Council	  Officers	  Election	  
Lara Hudak Elected SC President  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

Airing their sentiments on campus 
issues and revealing their platforms during 
the room-to-room campaign on 6 July, and 
the grand rally on 8 July, the candidates 
under the ISAchievers and the SMILE parties 
appeared robust and confident in the 
morning of 9 July, the day when the grade 4 
to fourth year ISAers elected the new set of 
students council officers for school year 
2010-2011. That afternoon, the COMELEC 
officially announced the results.  The newly 
elected officers are:  President -  Lara Hudak; 
Vice President – Krisha Wee; Secretary – Nel 
Yee Baraquia; Asst. Secretary – Selina Belle 
Trimañez; Treasurer - Kevinn Friedrich 
Chan; Asst. Treasurer - Karl Denzel Lao; 
Auditor - John Matthew Tan; Asst. Auditor - 
Hans Christian Romulo Chavez; P.I.O. - 
Abigail Jeanne Juantong; Sports 
Coordinator – Dennis Ventilacion. Class 
Representatives:  Grade 6 - Nicole Casey Lao; 
First Year – Patricia Tan; Second Year - 
Pauline Zachie Chiu; Third Year - Erina Mae 
Fahy; and Fourth Year - Franklin Ajayi. 

 The induction ceremony was held 
during the flag-raising assembly on 12 July. 
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Editorial:    Braving against the waves of seasonal diseases 
      Amidst the hustle and bustle of academic life --- when school works pile up and a 
lot of activities are being anticipated, unhindered focus and energy are needed by 
learners and facilitators alike in order to  cope with all the challenges. 
      However, riding with the waves of school works and activities is the often times 
changing and unpredictable weather condition which leads to greater susceptibility of 
learners and facilitators to flu, typhoid fever, and other related seasonal diseases. 
Along with this is the gnawing fear of parents of the possibility of their kids 
contracting the dreaded dengue hemorrhagic fever. All of these do not only put in 
danger the health of the learners but would also take away the time which is supposed 
to be spent for learning and doing worthwhile activities. 
       ISA, being the second home of every ISAer, takes a great effort in protecting its 
learners from anything that would put in jeopardy their health and their opportunity 
to learn.  
     With the rampant occurrence of seasonal contagious diseases, and on top of the list 
is dengue, the school provides information about dengue which are posted on the walls 
along the corridors for ISAers and even the parents to be informed about the disease. 
The maintenance staff of the school also sees to it that the school premises is free from 
anything that might be conducive for breeding of the mosquitoes that carry the virus. 
Moreover, learners are being reminded to take precautionary measures like wearing 
long pants or socks or even applying anti-repellant lotions whenever inside the school 
or during any out-of-school activities. The school also underwent fogging operations to 
really make sure that the breeding grounds of mosquitoes are eliminated. 
      “Health is wealth”---however cliché this adage may seem but the school takes 
responsibility in protecting the health of every ISAer in order to promote a learning 
environment which is as much as possible free from the intrusion of diseases which 
might hinder the learning growth of the learners. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      

Pre-school Health-awareness Day  
      Last 3 July 2010, the ISA Pre-School 
Department celebrated Nutrition Day. 
      Each learner was given a chance to have 
free physical & dental check-ups. The 
activity also includes short presentations per 
level (song, dance, poem, cheers & yells), 
then followed by a lecture on how to take 
care of one’s body. There were also games 
and food-tasting using different kinds of 
fruits and vegetables. In addition, the 
learners were given free healthful drinks and 
vitamins. The said activity was a success 
and the learners had so much fun. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
First Year Learners’ Close Encounter  

     ISA	   first	   year	   learners	   attended	   a	  
recollection	  last	  14	  July	  2010.	  The	  2	  sections	  
of	  first	  year	  learners	  (Lu	  Xun	  and	  Li	  Bai)	  set	  
off	   from	   school	   at	   7:15	   in	   the	   morning	  
together	  with	  their	  advisers	  and	  two	  subject	  
facilitators.	   The	   learners	   were	   grouped	  
together	   and	   shared	   topics	   which	   include	  
challenges	   an	   ISAer	   encounters.	   They	   also	  
shared	   their	   most	   unforgettable	  
experiences	  in	  life.	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  The	  most	  awaited	  part	  of	  the	  recollection	  
was	   the	   assembly	   with	   their	   parents.	   The	  
learners	   opened	   up	   their	   thoughts	   to	   their	  
parents	   which	  made	   the	   latter	   teary-‐eyed.	  
Each	   facilitator	   also	   shared	   her	   insights	  
which	   the	   parents	   gratefully	   accepted.	   It	  
was	   really	   a	   great	   experience	   not	   only	   for	  
the	  learners	  but	  also	  for	  the	  facilitators	  and	  
the	  parents.	  	  	    

ISA’s Best in Spelling, Math and G.I.  	  
Intra-‐campus	  Spelling,	  Math	  and	  General	  

Information	   Quiz	   Bee	   both	   in	   elementary	  
and	  high	  school	  levels	  were	  held	  on	  July	  13-‐
15	  at	  ISA	  quadrangle.	  	  

Here	  are	  the	  first	  placers	  for	  the	  General	  
Information	   Quiz	   Bee	   -‐-‐	   Level	   I	   (Grades	   1	  
and	   2):	   Jason	   Santino	   Advincula;	   Level	   II	  
(Grades	  3	  and	  4):	  Alvin	   Lyndon	  Sy;	   Level	   III	  
(Grades	  5	  and	  6):	  Zeth	  Rodario	  Bebit;	  	  	  Level	  
IV	   (First	   and	   Second	   Year):	   Kevin	   Friedrich	  
Chan;	   Level	   V	   (Third	   and	   Fourth	   Year):	  	  
Emma	  Rose	  Guanco.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  For	   the	   first	   placers	   in	   Mathematics	  
Quiz	   Bee,	   Grade	   1:	   Adrian	   Tan;	   Grade	   2:	  
Joelian	   Marie	   Dolendo;	   Grade	   3:	   Jeremiah	  
Jedd	   Juantong;	   Grade	   4:	   Alvin	   Lyndon	   Sy;	  
Grade	   5:	   Luke	   Kenneth	   Gurrea;	   	   Grade	   6:	  
Nicole	   Casey	   Lao;	   First	   Place:	   Paul	   Bryan	  
Buñi;	   	   	   Second	   Year:	   Kevin	   Friedrich	   Chan;	  
Third	  Year:	  Elijah	  Earl	  Ong;	  Fourth	  Year:	  Jan	  
Jemi	  Tiu.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  
	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

Buwan ng Wika has since been celebrated at 
ISA with great funfare, dances, songs, and 
always in abundance, delicious native 
delicacies. We saw no exception this year, in 
spite of the call for austerity amidst the 
global economic recession, parents still 
brought in and shared the best quality 
Filipino foods. Truly, the trademark virtue 
of bayanihan and optimism run deep in each 
and everyone’s vein.   

27 ISAers Joined Golden Pen 
Brought Home Golden Glories 

ISAers brought honors to their Alma 
Mater during the Regional Cluster 
Journalism Workshop Year 13 and Golden 
Pen Awards held at Iloilo National High 
School on July 31-August 1, 2010. 

The activity was participated in by 
different private and public schools all over 
region 6.  

Despite of various other commitments 
such as the leadership seminar held on the 
same days and attended by secondary level 
learners, ISA still was able to send 27 
learners from elementary, first year, and 
second year high school to the writing 
workshop. 

In the elementary category, eight 
learners received awards in different 
categories such as cartooning, sports writing, 
and editorial writing. These learners were 
Alvin Lyndon Sy, Anne Melisa Co, Patricia 
Bianca Soriano, Sheirese Ira Sy, Shayla 
Lyesa Sy, Kathleen Therese Tilos, and 
Dorothy Kirsten Tiu. Mary Danielle 
Ricaforte, a grade four learner, won 3rd place 
in editorial writing and was pronounced as 
one of the most promising writers in the said 
workshop . 

In high school, four ISAers received 
awards namely: Alyssa Faith Rivero, Selina 
Belle Trimañez, Michelle Breindy Uy, and 
Stacey Sophie Ravago, all from First Year 
Lu Xun. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gr. 6 ISAers Visit Asilo de Molo 
Having the compassionate desire to 

share in their hearts, the Grade 6 - Galileo 
learners visited Asilo de Molo in their first 
outreach activity last 3 July 2010, together 
with three ISA facilitators. The learners 
served more than 30 Asilo de Molo elderly 
residents not only with snacks but also with 
laughter and entertainment. The program 
started at exactly 8:30 a.m. with a short 
prayer, followed by entertaining numbers 
prepared by the learners themselves. 
Without a doubt, the Grade 6 Galileo 
children showed enthusiasm in amusing the 
residents. The visit ended with a tour inside 
the compound. The learners accomplished 
the mission with laughter and gladness 
knowing that they have served the lolos and 
lolas who are estranged from their loved 
ones. 
 

This only proves that ISAers are not 
only excelling academically, more so the 
school provides them with the opportunity to 
explore other fields which help promote 
their holistic growth. 
 

	  	  	  	  	  	  The	   winners	   in	   the	   Spelling	   Bee	   are	   the	  
following:	  Level	  I:	  Mark	  Lester	  Kuan;	  Level	  II:	  
Shayla	  Iyessa	  Sy;	  Level	  III:	  Marion	  Nicole	  Lim;	  
and	  Level	  IV:	  Jean	  Claire	  Agudo.	  	  
 



              The Scholars                   vol. 7 no. 6 
The real object of education is to have a man in the condition                                                    - the 78th issue -                                        The Monthly Newsletter of ISA     
of continually asking questions. -  Bishop	  Creighton	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  www.isa.edu.ph                                      菲 律 賓 怡 朗 新 華 學 院 通 訊 月 刊  

¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤ 

September 2010 Issue    ¤     Editor: Ms. Fria Divinagracia     ¤     Layout Editor: Ms. Ronella Lapore      ¤     Consultant: Mr. Peter M. Chan 

              Celebrate 
   Int’l. Literacy Month 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Ms.	   Alice	   Jao	   is	   showing	   the	   basic	   and	  
special	   features	   of	   the	   textbook	   “Living	  
Mandarin”.	   The	   series	   is	   designed	   to	  meet	  
the	   needs	   of	   learning	   Chinese	   as	   second	  
language.	     

2 Taiwanese Sino-Language Instructors Visit ISA 

Taiwan Chinese Commission Donates Textbooks 
In	   the	   morning	   of	   25	   August,	   two	  

Chinese	   language	   Instructors	   from	   the	  
‘Living	   Mandarin’	   Textbook	   Publishing	  
Committee	  in	  Taiwan,	  Ms.	  Alice	  Jao	  and	  Ms.	  
Linda	  Chen,	  visited	   ISA.	  With	  them	  was	  the	  
head	   of	   the	   preschool	   department	   of	   Sun	  
Yat	  Sen	  High	  School,	  Ms.	  Eunice	  Ga-‐an.	  They	  
were	  received	  by	  ISA	  Executive	  Director,	  Mr.	  
Peter	  M.	  Chan.	   In	   their	  more	   than	  an	  hour	  
stay	   at	   the	   campus,	   they	   exchanged	   views	  
on	   some	   crucial	   issues	   that	   affect	   the	  
current	   and	   future	   states	   of	   the	   Chinese	  
language	  education	  in	  the	  Philippines.	  

Mr.	  Chan	   thanks	   the	  Overseas	  Chinese	  
Commission	   of	   the	   Chinese	   Taiwan	  
authority	   for	   donating	   to	   ISA	   15	   boxes	   of	  
‘Living	   Mandarin’	   textbooks	   last	   July.	   Mr.	  
Chan	   highly	   commended	   the	   attractive	  
presentation	   of	   the	   topics	   in	   the	   said	  
textbook	   series.	   He	   noted	   that	   the	   series	  
not	   only	   high	   lights	   the	   importance	   of	  
developing	   the	   listening	  and	   speaking	   skills	  
of	   the	   learners,	   guiding	   learners	   to	  
gradually	   grasp	   the	  essence	  of	   the	  Chinese	  
character	   system	   was	   also	   given	   adequate	  
attention.	  	  	  

Mr.	   Chan	   and	   the	   Chinese	   facilitators	  
attended	   a	   demo-‐forum	   on	   ‘Living	  
Mandarin’	  hosted	  by	  Ms.	  Jao	  and	  Ms.	  Chen	  
at	  SYS	  High	  School	  that	  afternoon.	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Science Quiz Bee 2010 Staged 
      The	   Science	   Quiz	   Bee,	   an	   important	  
venue	   to	   discover	   and	   recognize	   the	  
scientific	  potentials	  and	  skills	  of	  the	  learners,	  
was	  held	  last	  19	  August	  2010.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  This	   year,	   there	   are	   four	   categories	   in	  
the	   quiz	   bee	   which	   include	   level	   1	   (grade	  
and	   2),	   level	   2	   (grade	   3	   and	   4),	   level	   3	  
(grade	  5	  and	  6),	  and	  level	  4	  (all	  levels	  in	  high	  
school).	  Three	  learners	  participated	  in	  each	  
section	  of	  every	  grade	  or	  year	  level.	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  The	   learners	   who	   represented	   their	  
section	   during	   the	   contest	   were	   identified	  
through	   a	   science	   quiz	   bee	   elimination	  
exam	   given	   by	   the	   science	   facilitators	  who	  
are	  teaching	  in	  the	  different	  grade	  and	  year	  
levels.	   Those	  who	  got	   the	  highest	   score,	   in	  
parallel	  to	  their	  performance	  in	  the	  science	  
class,	  were	  qualified	  to	  join	  the	  school	  level	  
quiz	  bee.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  The	   first	   placers	   are:	   Level	   1:	   Jason	  
Santino	   Advincula;	   Level	   2:	   Xyanne	   Alex	  
Bocol;	   Level	   3:	   Camille	   Billones;	   Level	   4:	  
Megan	  Bretagne	  Uy.	  

Celebrate Buwan ng Wika with flair  
      “Pangangalaga ng Wika at Kalikasan, 
Wagas na Pagmamahal Talagang 
Kailangan”, ISA celebrated the Buwan ng 
Wika last August 23-27 with flair, at the 
same time preserving the spirit and 
significance of the event. 
      Before the culmination activity on 27 
August, a series of activities were held in 
relation to the celebration. 

The poster making contest and the 
talumpati were held last 23 August, the 
vocal solo on 24 August, and the Filipino 
declamation on 25 August. 

On August 27, the grand celebration 
was held at the school ground. Prof. Lorey F. 
Tanaleon from West Visayas State 
University was guest speaker. She talked on 
the importance of the usage of Filipino 
especially in preserving and upholding the 
tradition and culture of the nation.   
      The first part of the program was the 
presentation of the Lakan at Lakambini, the 
participants of the different grade and year 
levels wore Filipiniana at Barong Tagalong 
costumes. It was followed by the sabayang 
pagbigkas of the Grades 1 to 3 learners. A 
colorful array of Filipino costumes and 
graceful movements took center stage 
during the folk dance competition of the 
Grades 4 to 6 learners. From graceful steps 
of the folk dances, upbeat music 
complemented with powerful motions were 
witnessed during the creative dance contest 
of the high school learners.  

Winners in the different contest areas 
were announced during the school assembly 
on 3 September. 
      Bahay kubo of different concepts and 
designs graced the corridors in front of each 
classroom. The spirit of Fiesta sa Nayon 
was concertized during the whole course of 
the celebration as each grade and year level 
also prepared varieties of Filipino foods 
which were shared by all after the program.   
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“They are never different...” 
A Day with the Chameleon 

    With excitement and care in their heart, 
the 3rd Year Curie learners visited the 
Chameleon girls in Passi city, and brought 
with them fun and games last 21 August 
2010 as part of ISA’s monthly community 
outreach program. The ISAers prepared 
special numbers, games and activities that 
helped them build friendships with the 
residents of Chameleon. 
      Chameleon stands as an organization to 
help girls in adverse circumstances for them 
to be able to overcome their traumas and 
eventually merged themselves in the 
mainstream society. Outreach programs 
such as this aims at exposing the ISAers to 
people of different background and help 
them understand the meaning of life. 
      One ISAer writes: They (Chameleon 
girls) were never different from us. They are 
like us… They shouldn’t be treated 
differently and teased just because of their 
past. We should respect them. 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
ISA’s	  Outreach	  Program	  has	  a	  two-‐fold	  goal.	  First,	  is	  to	  
give	   care	   and	   attention	   to	   young	   people	   who	   have	  
suffered	   adverse	   circumstances,	   and	   second,	   to	  
inculcate	   in	   the	   ISAers	   the	   virtues	   of	   charity,	   respect	  
and	  generosity.	  	  	  	  	    

Balance Amidst Challenges in Life 
To help them respond meaningfully to 

the challenges of adolescence, the 2nd year 
learners had their recollection last July 28 at 
the Holy Rosary Retreat Center. 

The recollection was a whole day 
activity wherein the learners listened to the 
talk of the resource speaker, Sis. Fidelis 
Estrada. The talk revolved on the theme 
“responding to different challenges: finding 
the real essence of things and events by 
trying to look beyond what is superficial, 
and at the same time, trying to find one’s 
own voice and inner strength amidst the so 
much confusions in the world”. 

The learners were given the occasion to 
share their ideas, and were provided with 
relevant activities to draw out more ideas 
from them and at the same time, enhance 
their capacity to interact with others. 

Parents joined their children in the 
afternoon, and were able to listen to the 
thoughts of their children as all learners 
shared their ideas through ‘sentence 
completion’. The sentences provided to the 
learners were relevant to their life as to 
reflect their fears, hopes, and dreams. 

In return, the learners were also able to 
listen to their parents as they also completed 
the same sentences.  

       This yearly celebration of the Buwan ng 
Wika is an act of keeping every ISAer in 
touch with the Filipino culture and tradition 
despite the fact that they are living in a 
modernized world where values and culture 
are constantly becoming global. 
 

At the concluding part, learners gave the 
letters to their parents to express their 
appreciation of the unconditional love and 
guidance that parents have been providing 
them amidst the different changes and 
struggles that they have gone through. 
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Editorial 
It’s been seven years since her 

establishment. ISA though is still in her 
infancy, already she has shown a great deal 
of promises and hopes. At the very least ISA 
has proved that she is capable of continued 
exploration of new frontier in learning and 
providing quality education for the youth. 

What made ISA overcome all the 
obstacles in her seven years of existence? 
People would often ask. Above all else, it 
was because of the never ending struggle 
and commitment of those dedicated people 
in the front line as well as those behind the 
scene of the educational cause. They are the 
pillars of this beautiful masterpiece. 

Every year is like a renewed beginning 
for ISA: renewed faith, renewed life. The 
past six years are strong manifestations that 
the school can surmount whatever 
challenges that came along, and will 
definitely continue to overcome any obstacle 
that cross her way.   

As ISA turns seven, it is therefore quite 
understandable for everyone to expect more 
from her. Given her beginning, sure enough, 
more excitements are yet to come. 

Happy foundation day, ISAers. Happy 
foundation day, ISA! 

Forging Fri endship ,  Sharing Hope  
      “Keep	  on	  moving	  forward.”-‐-‐-‐-‐that	  is	  the	  
statement	  printed	  on	  the	  personalized	  give-‐
away	   	   t-‐shirts	   of	   the	   2nd	   year	   Bonifacio	  
learners	   to	   the	   boys	   of	   Balay	   Dalayunan,	  
during	  their	  outreach	  activity	  last	  28	  August	  
2010.	  It	  is	  a	  reminder	  to	  the	  boys	  and	  at	  the	  
same	   time	   to	   the	   learners	   themselves	   to	  
always	   take	   the	   right	   path	   amidst	   life's	  
adversities.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  Balay	   Dalayunan	   is	   a	   shelter	   for	   boys	  
below	  eighteen	  years	  old	  who	  had	  breached	  
the	   law.	   Because	   of	   Republic	   Act	   9344	   or	  
otherwise	   known	   as	   the	   ‘Juvenile	   Justice	  
and	  Welfare	  Act	  of	  2006’	  which	  states	   that	  
minors	   who	   committed	   crimes	   should	   not	  
be	  imprisoned,	  these	  boys	  are	  in	  the	  shelter	  
for	   a	   specific	   duration,	   depending	   on	   the	  
type	   	   and	   the	   severity	   of	   their	   case.	   The	  
shelter	  also	  provides	  them	  with	  activities	  to	  
teach	   them	   the	   value	   of	   taking	  
responsibility	  over	  their	  actions.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  During	   the	   outreach,	   the	   2nd	   year	  
learners	   entertained	   the	   boys	   with	   their	  
song	   numbers	   and	   in	   return,	   the	   boys	   of	  
Balay	   Dalayuan	   also	   prepared	   some	  
numbers	   to	   showcase	   their	   talents.	   Games	  
were	   also	   prepared	   to	   forge	   friendship	  
between	  the	  two	  groups.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  In	   one	   of	   the	   presentations,	   a	   Balay	  
Dalayunan	   boy	   presented	   a	   rap	   with	   the	  
following	   lyrics:	   “Indi	   kamu	  mag-‐obra	   sang	  
mala-‐in	   kay	  masubo	   ang	   pangabuhi	   diri	   sa	  
sulod”	   (Do	  not	  do	  anything	  against	   the	   law	  
for	  the	  life	  here	  is	  so	  melancholic)	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

8th ABS-CBN News Casting 
Gr. 5 Toni Chavez Won 2nd Place 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 
               

ISA	   bags	   2nd	   place	   in	   the	   Filipino	  
Elementary	   Category	   of	   the	   8th	   ABS-‐CBN’s	  
annual	   News	   Casting	   Competition	   Finals	  
held	   last	   5	   Sept	   2010	   at	   SM	   City.	   	   Toni	  
Harriette	  Chavez	  of	  Grade	  Five	  Shakespeare	  
came	  in	  second	  out	  of	  the	  20	  finalists	  vying	  
for	  the	  top	  three	  places. 

ISA	   contestants	   in	   the	   high	   school	  
categories	  also	  made	  it	  to	  the	  Final	  Rounds.	  
Colyn	   Faith	   Beatingo	   competed	   in	   the	  
Filipino	   Category	   while	   Trisha	   Henriett	  
Chavez	  competed	  in	  the	  English	  Category.	   

	  “The	   competition	   was	   tough.	   We	   are	  
actually	  very	  satisfied	  of	  the	  performance	  of	  
our	  contestants,	  and	  for	  them	  to	  be	  able	  to	  
get	   in	   the	   Finals.	  Most	   of	   all,	   we	   feel	   very	  
proud	   of	   Toni	   for	   capturing	   the	   second	  
highest	  honor.	   It	   is	  very	  hard	  to	  get	  there.”	  
said	  Gay	  Belvis,	  Filipino	  head	  facilitator. 

In	   addition,	   the	   finalists	   were	   given	   a	  
free	   training	   on	   news	   reporting	   a	   week	  
before	  the	  final	  round	  competition	  at	  Grand	  
Hotel	  last	  30	  August.	  Lecturers	  gave	  positive	  
feedbacks	   on	   the	   performances	   of	   the	  
ISAers. 

The	  elimination	  round	  was	  held	  last	  21	  
August	  2010	   for	  elementary	  and	  28	  August	  
2010	  for	  high	  school.	  -‐	  BGV	   

3 ISAers were Girls Officials 
Rotary Club International (Metro Iloilo 

Chapter) in cooperation with the Iloilo City 
government hosted the 36th Boys and Girls 
Week 2010 last 20-24 September 2010.   

Three Senior ISAers were chosen to be 
the City officials for a week.  Jean Claire 
Agudo was chosen as the City Auditor, Lara 
Hudak as the City Legal Officer, and Krisha 
Wee as the Judge of the Regional Trial 
Court Branch 2. 

The weeklong activity started with the 
parade participated by different schools in 
Iloilo City and ended up with the 
culminating activity last 25 September 2010 
at the Sarabia Manor Hotel, where the city 
girl and boy officials presented a special 
number for their parents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

Grade 5 Community Outreach  	  	  
“Thought	   is	  not	  derived	   from	  action	  but	  

tested	  by	  application.”	  -‐John	  Dewey	  
31	  August	  2010	  was	  the	  chosen	  date	  for	  

all	   the	   Grade	   5	   ISAers	   to	   take	   part	   in	   an	  
outreach	  community	  service.	  Assembly	  time	  
was	   set	   at	   8	   am.	   For	   the	   first	   time,	   the	  
facilitators	   together	  with	   the	   learners	  were	  
one	  in	  rendering	  service	  to	  a	  common	  cause	  
-‐	   to	   extend	   their	   love	   and	   care	   for	   the	  
elderly	   in	   Asilo	   de	   Molo.	   ISA	   Guidance	  
Counselor,	   Miss	  May	   Niego,	   was	   also	   with	  
them.	  ISA	  Executive	  Director,	  Sir	  Peter	  Chan,	  
together	   with	  Ma’am	   Debbie	   and	   some	   of	  
the	   parents	   were	   with	   the	   group	   to	   give	  
support	  to	  their	  activity.	  	  

The	   program	   started	   as	   soon	   as	   all	   the	  
things	  needed	  were	  set	  up.	  They	  started	  the	  
activity	  by	   introducing	  the	  MCs,	  Kent	  Rouie	  
Alve	   and	   Toni	   Chavez	   both	   from	  
Shakespeare.	   It	   was	   followed	   by	   a	   prayer	  
led	   by	   Roisse	   Tubar	   from	   Chekov.	   Then,	  
each	  kid	   introduced	  himself.	   The	  kids	  were	  
also	   allowed	   to	   speak	   in	   dialect	   whenever	  
they	  wanted	  to	  talk	  to	  the	  elderly.	  This	  rule	  
was	  something	  new	  to	  them	  since	  they	  are	  
strictly	   required	  to	  speak	   in	  English	   in	  daily	  
discourse.	  	  

After	  a	  brief	  introduction,	  the	  kids	  began	  
to	   present	   song	   and	   dance	   numbers.	   For	  
the	   Chekov,	   all	   of	   them	   sang	   Yeng	  
Constantino’s	   Hawak	   Kamay	   and	   then	  
followed	   by	   a	   duet.	   	   The	   Shakespeare’s	  
presentation	   followed	   with	   a	   duet,	   a	   solo	  
and	   a	   dance	   performed	   by	   everybody.	   It	  
was	  then	  followed	  by	  the	  finale	  as	   the	  kids	  
sang	   the	   song,	   “You	   are	   not	   alone”	   by	  
Michael	  Jackson.	  After	  the	  presentation,	  the	  
children	  then	  were	  given	  the	  opportunity	  to	  
mingle	   and	   socialize	  with	   the	   elderly.	   They	  
also	  distributed	   the	  snacks	   they	  brought	   to	  
the	   Asilo.	   Fortunately,	   the	   lolos	   and	   lolas	  
were	   very	   kind	   and	   approachable	   too.	   The	  
kids	  were	  even	  having	   fun	   talking	   to	   them,	  
knowing	  them	  and	  eventually	  loving	  them.	  	  

It	   was	   indeed	   a	   fulfilling	   experience.	  
Seeing	  the	  ISA	  kids	  together	  with	  the	  elderly	  
is	  like	  seeing	  the	  future	  visiting	  the	  past.	   	   It	  
is	   also	   a	   commendable	   deed	   for	   these	  
children	   to	   be	   exposed	   in	   community	  
service	  as	   they	  prepare	   themselves	   to	   take	  
part	   in	   a	   greater	   service	   to	   society	   in	   the	  
future.	  	  	  	  	  	  
What I feel After Taking UPCAT? 

My	   dad	   took	   the	   UPCAT	   more	   than	  
thirty	   years	   ago	   and	   he	   told	   me	   it	   was	   a	  
“piece	  of	  cake”.	  No,	  I	  didn’t	  think	  it	  was.	  Of	  
the	   subjects	   included,	   I	   considered	   science	  
and	   social	   the	   hardest.	   I	   didn’t	   like	   social	  
very	  much,	  because	  it	  was	  given	  in	  Filipino.	  
It	   was	   so	   boring	   I	   fell	   asleep	   during	   the	  
Language	   Proficiency	   test.	   My	   classmates	  
found	  UPCAT	  easy,	  but	  I	  did	  not.	  	  

I	   took	  other	  college	  entrance	  tests	  and	  
found	  UPCAT	   the	  most	  difficult,	  aside	   from	  
its	   being	   so	   long.	   I	   think	   the	   UPCAT	   asked	  
too	  much	  about	  Science	  and	  Math	  while	  the	  
other	  tests	  asked	  more	  about	  English.	  
	  

	  

	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  The	   activity	   was	   a	   two-‐way	   learning	  
experience	   for	   the	   ISAers	   and	   the	   boys	   of	  
Balay	   Dalayunan	   -‐-‐	   the	   ISAers	   taking	   a	  
glimpse	   of	   the	   lives	   of	   young	   people	   who	  
are	   starting	   anew,	   away	   from	   a	   life	   of	   a	  
misguided,	   and	   the	   Dalayunan	   boys,	  
perhaps	   seeing	   renewed	   hope	   and	  
opportunity	   through	   the	   friendship	   that	  
was	  extended	  to	  them.	  

 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  I	   am	   anxious	   and	   excited	   to	   see	   my	  
UPCAT	  result,	  because	  U.P.	  is	  said	  to	  be	  the	  
premiere	   tertiary	   institution	   in	   the	  
Philippines.	   And	   I	   pray	   all	   of	   the	   4th	   year	  
ISAers	  passed	  the	  test.	  	  -‐	  	  Lara	  Hudak	  
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Though Not the Be-all, End-all 
Winning Does Matter 
Fresh from the 10-day semestral break, 

ISAers once again faced exciting challenges 
in academics as well as in the field of sports 
with the advent of the 45th Iloilo Private 
Schools Athletic Association Meet 
(IloPRISAA).   

The rigorous training of the ISAthletes, 
without compromising their academic 
responsibilities, paid off as shown in the 
tally sheets of the different sports events.  

As what Mr. Peter M. Chan pointed out 
during the ISA sportsfest, every ISAer 
should learn to forget the old cliché 
“winning does not matter”. He contends, 
“winning matters” as it bespeaks of the 
efforts an individual has devoted -- to excel. 

However, it should also be clear, he 
added, that winning is not the be-all and 
end-all. Competition, to be meaningful, 
should be tempered with the values of 
sportsmanship, blended with the humility to 
accept defeats, and fortified with the 
courage to withstand setbacks. 

With this piece of wisdom in mind and 
the burning desire to unfurl ISA's banner, 
ISAers prove that, besides consistently 
excelling in academics through the years, 
more so they are at par with the best 
students of other schools in terms of sports 
agility and cultural finesse. 

This is also a “year of firsts” for ISA. 
Imbued with the courage to break out from 
her comfort zones, ISA joined for the first 
time in the folk dance and dance sports 
competitions. As their encouraging scores 
would tell, the impressive showmanship of 
the ISAers had definitely made their 
presence felt on the dance floor. MT    
A Major breakthrough @ IloPRISAA 
Zeth, Alyssa Won in Current Events    

For years, Current Events (or General 
Information) contest had been ISA’s most 
dreaded (read: hated) one among PRISAA’s 
academic contests. Aside from the 
harrowing low scores even the top three 
winners would usually earn, the ‘triviality’ 
of the answers sought from the contestants 
was another reason which made ISA decide 
to place G.I. at the bottommost of its priority.  

Not this time. The 4-man strong Social 
Studies Division under Mr. Rodgen Jabor 
seriously decided to test the water, and bet 
its fortune on Zeth Rodario Bebit and Alyssa 
Faith Rivero, grade 6 and first year ISAers 
respectively. Apparently, the team did chart 
its course just fine. Zeth did not only win the 

f i r s t  e v e r  a w a r d  i n  t h e 
elementary category of this event 
held at Colegio del Sagrado 
Corazon de Jesus (CSCJ) on 18 

November, he brought home the highest 
award, a gold medal. Alyssa, on 
her part, stretched the nerves of 
every spectator to the limits by 
engaging her third year opponent 
from Iloilo Central Commercial High 
 

 
 
 

APSA: ISA is High Performing School 
2 Learners 100% in Math Evaluation 

ISA made it to the top in the annual 
evaluation administered by Asian 
Psychological Services and Assessment (APSA) 
for the SY 2009-2010. This was announced 
at CSB Hotel International Conference 
Center, Manila on 12 November. The 
citation, signed by APSA Chairman and 
CEO Dr. Leticia Asuzano, reads: “This 
plaque of recognition is presented to Iloilo 
Scholastic Academy for consistently 
attaining the highest level of performance in 
the standard-based assessment for English, 
Math and Science from Grade 1 to 4th Year 
high school for the school year 2009-2010.”   

Furthermore, two elementary learners, 
Alvin Lyndon Sy and Reine Amabel Jaruda, 
grades III and IV respectively, were awarded 
during the same occasion for achieving the 
highest score possible (100%) in the 
standard Mathematics Assessment. Two 
years ago, the same award was given to 
Kevinn Friedrich Chan, now a sophomore.    
ISA bags 3 awards in PRISAA Cultural-Literary 

Last November 18–24, ISAers joined in 
Elementary English declamation, vocal solo 
pop, High School English oration, English 
declamation, and for the first time, sent 
contestants to the Philippine folk dance and 
dance sports competitions in the 45th 
IloPRISAA 2010 cultural-literary-musical 
events held at Colegio del Sagrado Corazon 
de Jesus campus. Francis Noel Chua, a 4th 
grade learner representing ISA both in 
English declamation and vocal solo pop 
contests, won third place in declamation. 
With his wonderful rendition of the song 
entitled “Ngayon”, Francis was ranked 4th 
out of 29 contenders in vocal solo pop.  

John Earvin Salcedo, a senior, won first 
place in high school English Oration. 

In the Dance Sports held at ICCHS-
Ledesco last 23 November, John Matthew  

Tan  and  Unna 
Isabelle Fernan-
dez, joining the 
modern standard 
ca tegory,  con-
quered the dance 
f l o o r  a s  t h e y 
d a n c e  t o  t h e 
rhy th m o f  t he 
w a l t z ,  t a n g o , 
f o x t r o t  a n d 
q u i c k s t e p  an d 
made it to the 3rd  
place.   

Also novice to dance sports, Trisha 
Henriette Chavez and Christian Angelo 
Cabangbang competed in the Latin category, 
though failed to win an award, their 
energetic showing had left a trail as they  

showed 
their 
awesome 
dance 
moves to 
the beat of 
cha cha, 
rumba, 
samba and 
jive.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An impressive debut. Thanks to the advice 
of ISA dance instructor Mr. Solomon 
Fernandez, ISA after six years of absence 
has been convinced to compete in the 
IloPRISAA Philippine folk dance event. 
Among many dance enthusiasts, four boys 
and four girls were chosen. The hard work 
of these dancers during rehearsals all paid 
off, ISA ranked 4th among many veteran 
schools which have been garnering awards 
for decades. The contest was held at the Our 
Lady’s Hall of Colegio del Sagrado Corazon 
de Jesus on 24 November.     

ISA Folk 
Dancers 
From left: 
Karll Denzel 
Christelle May 
Robert 
Stacey Sophie 
John Kirby 
Myrelle Bea 
Charles Francis 
Erika Jill    

ISA Celebrates International Literacy Month 
Literary Voices of the Youth 2010 Held 

Last  16‐17  September,  ISA  held  its 
Literary  Voices  of  the  Youth  2010  at 
Monfort  Hall,  Division  of  Iloilo,  with  the 
theme:  “THE  YOUTH:  I  Can  Change  A 
Nation”. 

It was a literary competition among the 
ISAers  of  different  academic  levels 
organized  by  the  English  Division.  The 
contests  were  divided  into  three  levels: 
Level 1 for Grades 1‐3; Level 2 for Grades 4‐
6;  and  Level  3  for  the  high  school.  The 
events  included  were  declamation, 
storytelling,  and  interpretative  reading  in 
the  elementary;  declamation,  oration,  and 
extemporaneous speech in high school. 

“The  winners  in  Levels  2  and  3  will 
represent  ISA  to  compete  in  the  IloPRISAA 
in November,” Mr. Peter M. Chan said. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  the  first 
placers in the different events: 

Level 1: Declamation  ‐ Arwin Red de  la 
Cruz (Gr. 1); Storytelling ‐ Mark Alfred Casio 
(Gr.  3);  Interpretative  Reading  ‐  Joelian 
Marie Dolendo (Grade 2). 

Level  2:  Declamation  ‐  Francis  Noel 
Chua (Gr. 4); Oration ‐ Francis Noel Chua (Gr. 
4  ); Extemporaneous Speaking‐ Norvan Ritz 
Jalipa (Gr. 6). 

Level  3:  Declamation  ‐  Colyn  Faith 
Beatingco  (4th  Year); Oration  ‐  Earvin  John 
Salcedo  (4th  Year);  Extemporaneous 
Speaking‐ Kevinn Friedrich Chan (2nd Year). 

 
 

School to the clincher round, just to give 
way on the fourth question (total of five). 
Alyssa finished second, a great feat by any 
measure. The high school category was held 
at CSCJ on 22 November.       

“The  program  went  perfectly  well, 
except  for  the  occasional  power 
interruptions.”  Concluded  Mrs.  Beulah 
Gerada‐Villaruel,  Head  of  the  ISA  English 
Division.
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ISAthletes Whiz w/ Flying Colors 
 Bag 23 Awards in I loPRISAA Sports   

The results of this year's Iloilo Private 
Schools Athletic Association Sports Meet 
showed that ISA is even closer to fulfilling 
her goal of nurturing learners not only to 
excel intellectually but also adept in sports. 

All throughout the games since its 
opening on 16 November, many were able 
to prove that they are at par with athletes 
from other schools in various sports events 
as evidently shown in the results: 

In table tennis, the elementary girls team, 
Pearl Zerrha Chiu, Anne Melissa Coo, 
Marion Nicole Lim, Katleen Therese Tilos 
captured the championship title for five 
consecutive years. The elementary boys 
team, Edward Gallego, Terzon Capalaran, 
Ken Motomitsu, Roisse Tubar placed second.  
 
 
 
 
   
High school girls team, Pauline Zachie Chiu, Bianca 
Jade Lacson, Kathleen Yu, Jessica Marie Valderrama 
placed third,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
while the boys team, Kevinn Friedrich Chan, Rhuvyn 
Mytch Tan, Joseph Joshua Te, Jherod Miguel Tilos, 
Marc Yu placed second. 

In the Elementary badminton, playing 
doubles Jea Silver Bulls Amper and Kamila 
Gay Lao won 3rd place. High school girls, 
Krisha Wee and Mary Chua won 1st  place 
in girls doubles; John Matthew Tan and 
Mary Elizabeth Chua bagged 3rd place in 
mixed doubles; and Franklin Ajayi and John 
Matthew Tan got 3rd place in boys doubles. 
 

 
 
 
   

The lone swimmer John Caleb Barlin won 3rd in 50 m 
breaststroke and 2nd in 400 m freestyle in the swimming 
event while Ann Danielle Tay bagged 2nd place in chess 
in the elementary category. 

In elementary track and field, Marivie 
Corder won 1st place in triple jump and 3rd 
place in high jump; Alea Therese Casorla 
got 3rd place in triple jump and 2nd place in 
high jump; while Mary Jubeth Batilo won 
3rd place in javelin throw. 
 

 
 
 
    

Furthermore, for high school track and field, Stacey 
Sophie Ravago won 2nd place in 1,500 m run; Nel Yee 
Baraquia bagged 3rd place both in 1,500 m run and 800 
m run; Emma Rose Guanco got 3rd place in long jump;  

Christian Angelo Cabangbang won 2nd 
place in 200 m dash; Julius Jardenil got 3rd 
place in javelin throw;  

 
 
 
 
 

 

The	  Spirit	  of	  Christmas	  
Christmas is the most awaited season in 

a year. It makes everyone excited, but, what 
is the real essence of Christmas?  

Business-minded people who are after 
for profits, employees who demand bonuses, 
the homeless and orphans who look forward 
to seasonal charity, and the religious who 
count their collections after celebrating 
masses, could give varied answers.  

In other words, people celebrate 
Christmas for a host of reasons other than 
that which gave birth to Christmas. The 
word Christmas, originated as a contraction 
of "Christ's mass", compounded from Old 
English derivatives of the Greek christos 
and the Latin missa. Christmas literally 
means "Christ Mass."  

How unfortunate that people are 
missing the opportunities that come with 
Christmas. It is the time of year when 
Heaven literally draws nearer to the Earth. It 
is the season when the Spirit of Christmas 
truly blankets the atmosphere and compels 
people to think about matters beyond the 
mundane. Even the normally stone-hearted 
would be heard talking about spiritual ideals.  

The Spirit of Christmas is so tangible 
during Yuletide season that it impacts on the 
affairs of men. It is the time when people are 
giving and forgiving, when they think more 
good thoughts, and do more noble deeds. It 
is a time when prayers are more easily 
answered. 

Let love dwell in every human’s heart 
by extending our good heart to our 
fellowmen. For sharing and forgiving means 
so much to most of us.     

Holy Cross HS Admin, Faculty Visit ISA 
Twenty Administrators and faculty 

members from Holy Cross High School in 
Dumaguete City visited ISA on 5 November. 
The educators led by their principal, Ms. 
Rosario Limquiaco, and Sr. Celine Chen, 
arrived at 8 am. They were warmly welcome 
by our Executive Director Mr. Peter M. 
Chan. Based on the email communication 
between Sr. Chen and Mr. Chan, ISA 
administration has prepared a classroom 
observation schedule for the visitors on 
subjects such as English, Chinese Reading, 
Math, Science, and Social Studies.  

Right after presenting a plaque of 
appreciation to Mr. Chan, the Holy Cross 
teachers and department heads were ushered 
to their respective chosen classrooms. The 
observation time was short by 2 hours 
because the visitors need to catch the 2 pm 
‘row-row’ trip back to Negros.   

Meanwhile, Mr. Chan has a cordial 
exchange of views and experiences on the 
school policies with Ms. Limquiaco and Sr. 
Chen. At 11 am, he arranged a 1-hour forum 
with the visitors at Jollibee-General Luna.      
 

 
 

              
 

 
 

Chi-Fil Schools Math Teams 
Monopolized Top 3 Places 

The BED Library of Colegio del Sagrado 
Corazon de Jesus, the venue of the Iloilo 
PRISAA 2010 high school math contest on 
22 November, was turned into an arena of 
math wizs from the three Chinese-Filipino 
schools, namely, Iloilo Central Commercial 
High School, Sun Yat Sen High School, and 
Iloilo Scholastic Academy, competing to 
seize the laurels.  

ISA Math team, composed of Jan Jemi 
Gerwayne Tiu, Krisha Wee, and Ellijah Erl 
Ong, placed third after the three rounds (easy, 
average, difficult). ICCHS and SYSHS won 
first and second places, respectively.   

With the other schools hopelessly 
trailing far behind near the end game, the 
specter of the myth that ‘Chinese are 
particularly good in math’ seemingly had 
returned to haunt the contest venue. When 
asked of his comment on the PRISAA math 
results, ‘It could have been just a 
coincidence for the 3 Chinese-Filipino 
schools to win all the top 3 places.” said ISA 
Executive Director. Well, Myth or not, 
better leave it to the mythbusters Jamie 
Hyneman and Adam Savage to find out.       

Mid-Autumn Fest is in Our Midst  
Learners rolled dice and tried their lucks 

last 24 September 2010 in celebrating Mid-
Autumn Festival, a popular harvest festival 
celebrated by the Chinese dating back over 
3,000 years. 

It is also celebrated in the Philippines 
among the ethnic Chinese and is commonly 
referred to as the Mooncake festival. 

Though there were no mooncakes, 
learners from all levels enjoyed the half-day 
school activity eating their consumable 
prizes. 

Learners didn’t just go home winning 
certain prizes, they also brought with them 
lessons on how to take turns and being a 
sport. 

Facilitators and staff also have their turn 
to roll the dice in the afternoon on the same 
day. Thanks to the ISA board officers and 
parents for donating prizes ranging from 
ballpens and towels to emergency lights and 
cell phones. 

Dinner served at the cafeteria concluded 
the festive event. - PGJ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

˄ 
again 

Science and Chinese Language teachers 
from the Holy Cross High School observing 
the second year biology class (left) and the 
Chinese Language class. 

and the gold medals in 4x100 m relay were brought 
home by Nel Yee Baraquia, Emma Rose Guanco, Lara 
Hudak, and Aoifie Marie Fahy. 
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Junors-Seniors Field Trip，23-26 October 2010  (first of four articles)   
Cebu-Bohol Educational Trip  

Thirty-seven ISA juniors and seniors with four facilitators, and six parents started their Cebu-Bohol educational tour with the AirPhil 
6:15 am flight that brought them to the island of Mactan. 

Their first stop was the home of Alegre Guitar, a renowned export-quality guitar maker in Mactan City. After which, they visited the 
job-generating sunrise establishments through rolling tour in MEPZA, such as the international film, fashion schools, and high-end hotels. 
On the other hand, the booming city of Cebu has many novelties to offer. They experienced crossing the first subway with high tech safety 
components made by the Japanese government. Certainly, the tour would never be complete without immersing in the local landmarks such 
as the Taoist Temple, Magellan’s Cross, Cebu Cathedral, and the Basilica of Santo Nino. The sites provide the feel of the Spaniards and 
other neighboring Asian countries’ influence on the Filipino culture.  

The second day stopover was the enchanting Bohol, although they need to wake up very early to catch the first trip. It took them two 
hours of sea travel to reach “Bohol Republic” as described by their tour guide. So much interesting facts were narrated on the way, but 
what stroke them most was to learn that a city ordinance mandates all tricycles, the main means of transportation, to place religious 
scriptures in a conspicuous place. That speaks much of the local religious fervor. In a span of 2 days, they were able to take a glance of 
some of the oldest churches in the country, such as the Baclayon Church which was made from coral stones and egg white, and the Dauis 
Church which has an interior well adjacent to the altar, the source of its holy water. For those who wanted to take home the water from the 
well, there are bottled ones for sale. As they get farther from the city, they were nearer to the natural wonders of Bohol. As they were going 
up to Carmen, the seat of Chocolate Hills, they passed by the tarsier sanctuary to actually see the smallest primate and have the flying 
lemurs. It was also amazing to discover along the way the Bilar man-made forest which is a government funded project that added 
attraction to Bohol aside from the white sand beach and clear water of Panglao Island where they had their first night stay and the Bohol 
Bee Farm that is known for its organic products. Although the Chololate Hills that they got to see was not brown in color, it was still a 
fulfillment of a childhood dream seeing the rolling hills close up rather that in picture.  

The Loboc River was also quite an experience, aside from the authentic native buffet lunch, the ride in the floating restaurant was 
indeed a whole new thing for the children. While enjoying the view of the plants blossoming at the river side and the green water, they 
were serenaded by a group of singers on board. The vessel would stop on certain points where they can have a souvenir photo with the 
Loboc children singing folk songs and dancing tinikling. Seeing prony, the 14 year old pyhthon which is irregular in length and size and 
has been taken care and considered a family member, was another big bonus for them. The owner celebrates prony’s birthday every year by 
giving a simple party. 

The final day was spent in Cebu. They passed by the Gothong Manufacturing Company, maker of Bambi Oil and margarine. They 
witnessed how products were made and packed for distribution. Before flying back to Iloilo they had a side trip to Ayala Shopping Center 
to buy some souvenirs and tasted the Cebu’s best seafood served in SUTUKIL (Sugba Tula Kilaw) restaurant located in Mactan for lunch.  

Surely, the learners have plenty of things to write and share with the experiences they had during the trip. The activity was part of the 
requirements of the third year and fourth year learners which gave them the chance to express what they have learned from different 
subjects such as English, Filipino, Social Studies and Photography as they were required to come up with a travel log. This project is 
organized every two years. (RJ) 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
Hurrah	  at	  the	  tarmac.	  The	  ever	  energetic	  ISAers	  are	  all	  
set	  for	  their	  exciting	  Cebu-‐Bohol	  trip.	   ISA	  organizes	  an	  
educational	  tour	  for	  the	  seniors	  and	  juniors	  once	  every	  
two	  years.	  	  	  	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
A	  heroic	  shot.	  Nothing	  could	  be	  more	  appropriate	  than	  
a	   picture	   taken	  with	   the	   country’s	   first	   national	   hero.	  
The	  Lapu-‐lapu	  Shrine	  is	  where	  Magellan	  was	  killed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
A	   trip	   within	   a	   trip.	   Enjoying	   lunch	   served	   with	  
authentic	   native	   delicacies	   on	   a	   floating	   restaurant	  
while	   cruising	   the	   Loboc	   River	   is	   certainly	   an	  
experience	  worth	  remembering.	  	  	  	    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
A	  cultural	  fusion.	  ISAers	  of	  different	  ethnic	  and	  cultural	  
background	   stroll	   around	   one	   of	   the	   landmarks	   of	  
Chinese	  influence,	  the	  revered	  Cebu	  Taoist	  Temple. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
        

     
ISA Supports S.O.S. Light a House  
The first institution visited by the 

ISAers in this school year’s outreach 
program was the S.O.S. Children’s Village 
at the town of Zarraga, Iloilo. S.O.S. aims to 
provide a loving home for every child. 
Wanting to help fulfill that goal, Iloilo 
Scholastic Academy adopted a house for the 
village’s Light a House Celebration. ISA 
was able to raise an amount of Php. 1,907.20. 
The opening took place last 4 December 
2010. On that day a mass was held to have 
blessings on the houses. It was followed by 
the simultaneous lighting of the houses and 
fireworks. Some ISA learners and 
facilitators had dinner together with the SOS 
family and sponsors in one of the village 
houses. The night ended with a cultural 
show showcasing the talents of the SOS 
Children. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                                                                     

	  
	  Rule	  number	  1:	  No	  swimming.	  Though	  inviting	  the	  clear	  

blue	  water	   of	   the	   Panglao	  white	   sand	   beach	   is,	   rule	   is	  
rule.	  Instead,	  the	  children	  strode	  into	  the	  alluring	  beach	  
for	  an	  artistic	  pose.	  	   

Sharing	  experiences.	  The	  trip	  is	  an	  integration	  of	  Social	  
Studies,	  English	  and	  Filipino	  lessons.	  Documentation	  is	  
crucial	   in	   every	   activity	   undertaken.	   Photo	   shows	  
juniors	  Elijah	  and	  Christine	  discussing	  a	  photo	  shot.	  	  	   

top:	   ISA	   turns	   over	   to	   S.O.S.	   the	   two	   houses,	   inside	  
contain	   money	   donated	   by	   the	   kind-‐hearted	   ISA	  
learners	  and	   facilitators.	  bottom:	  3	   senior	   ISAers,	  Nel	  
Yee,	  Franklin	  and	  Victor,	  with	  a	  girl	   resident	  of	  S.O.S.	  
during	  the	  Light	  a	  House	  celebration	  at	  S.O.S.	  Village. 
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              Celebrate 
                  Dinagyang 2011 

A Year of Meaningful Triumphs 
New Year is about looking back to look 

forward.  We need to go over our past so 
we can gain perspective.   

For ISA, 2010 was a significant year as 
both learners and their mentors embarked 
on a tough road to glory.  High points of 
last year included bagging awards in the 
cultural-literary event of the PRISAA.  It 
was also a major breakthrough to win first 
place in the current events.  For the sports 
competition, the players brought home 23 
awards. ISA was also considered a high 
performing school as two of its learners got 
a 100% in Math Evaluation.  An ISAer also 
got the second highest honor in the Filipino 
category of the ABS-CBN’s annual news 
casting competition finals. During the 
PRISAAP contests, ISA contestants also got 
major awards. 

These are just some of the occasions that 
show how ISAers can thrive really well in 
the academics and sports arena.  The 
commitment that the learners and 
facilitators had in their effort to succeed is 
in itself a triumph. The past year may not 
have been smooth and may have its shares 
of disappointments but the consistency in 
everyone’s desire overpowered the negative 
things. 

As we embrace the New Year, new 
challenges and opportunities may arise.   
And when they do come, let’s face them 
with enthusiasm and let’s make the year 
2011 of ISA the best.   

Ah-Shin Educational Foundation 
Search for 10 Outstanding Chi-Fil Students 
Krisha Wee One of 20 Finalists   

In the congratulatory 
letter sent by Ah-Shin 
Educational Foundation 
dated 27 November, ISA 
is informed that Krisha 
Wee, a Fourth Year ISAer, 
was chosen as one of the 
20 finalists in the 18th 
annual nation-wide search 
f o r  t e n  o u t s t a n d i n g  

Chinese-Filipino students in school year 
2010-2011. The final interview will be on 29 
January 2011, 9 a.m. at the Philippine 
Chinese Education Research Center in 
Manila.  

Krisha Wee’s achievements in the past 
twelve months include the following: a 
consistent Most Outstanding ISAer in both 
English and Chinese classes (general 
average not lower than 95 with no grade 
lower than 90); Vice-President of the ISA 
Student Council SY 2010-2011; a Rotary 
Club Boys and Girls Week Junior-judge 
(September 2010); badminton champion in 
IloPRISAA and Integrated meet (November 
2010); winner in IloPRISAA math 
competition (November 2010); winner in the 
U.P. Inter-school Statistics Quiz (November 
2010); winner in MetroBank-MTAP-DepED 
Math Challenge (February 2010); passer of 
four major college entrance test, namely, the 
U.P. College Admission Test, Ateneo 
College Entrance Test ， De la Salle 
University Entrance Test， and University 
of Santo Tomas Entrance Test.         

               
ISAers top 5th PRISAAP contests 
ISAers won awards at the 5th English 

Language Festival for Private Schools-
Academic, Literary competitions with its 
theme:  “English Language Festival Paving the 
Way to the International Year of the Youth”. 

On 7 January 2011, High School 
ISAers who made it to the top three were: 
Colyn Faith Beatingo-1st Place, Declamation; 
Trisha Henriette Chavez-2nd Place, 
Character Impersonation; Mary Christine 
Valderrama-2nd Place, Oral Interpretation; 
Jean Claire Agudo-3rd Place, Spelling; 
Krisha Wee-2nd Place, Editorial Writing. In 
the elementary, Matthew Baylen-2nd Place, 
Character Impersonation ; Karl Heinrich 
Serra-3rd Place, Interpretative Reading; 
Hannah Labrador-3rd Place, News Writing; 
Camille Billiones-1st Place, Essay Writing; 
Zeth Bebit-1st Place, Feature Writing; and 
Mary Danielle Ricaforte-1st Place, Editorial 
Writing.   

The Provincial Level contests took place 
on 14 January 2011. The following were in 
the top three:  Colyn Faith Beatingo - 1st 
Place, Declamation;  Camille Billiones - 1st 
Place, Essay Writing; Zeth Bebit - 1st Place, 
Feature Writing; and Mary Danielle 
Ricaforte - 2nd  Place, Editorial Writing.  (FI)    
ISA 3rd Place in U.P. Stat Quiz  

ISAers placed third among the 
contestants from seven schools who 
participated in the 7th Inter-Secondary 
School Statistical Quiz held on 1 December 
2010 at the UPV Auditorium, University of 
the Philippines in the Visayas. 

ISAers who represented ISA were Jan 
Jemi Gerwayne Tiu and Krisha Wee with 
their coach Ms. Marichu Figuracion. They 
received P1000 cash prize, a trophy and a 
medal.   

One Step Closer to My Dream 
Ever since I was a little girl, I already 

knew what I wanted.  To be a doctor was 
and still is my biggest dream.  And to be a 
good doctor, one must have a good school.  
Who knew that that little girl would end up 
passing the entrance exams of the best 
universities in the country?  All I’m saying 
is that everything was just so unexpected 
because I can still remember how difficult 
the entrance exams were.  So when I found 
out I passed the UPCAT, I felt that all the 
nights I spent studying late had finally paid 
off and that my worries are over because 
my future is settled. With just passing the 
UPCAT, I feel like I’ve brought honor not 
only to ISA but also to my family.  Even 
though my high school life is about to come 
to an end, I can still smile because I have 
something to look forward to and I can’t 
wait to go to college! 

        

ISAer 2nd in Rotary Oration 
John Earvin Salcedo, a fourth year 

ISAer, won 2nd place in Oratorical Contest 
sponsored by the Rotary Club of Iloilo 
South on 26 November 2010 at the Western 
Institute of Technology Auditorium.  

Seven private and public schools in 
Iloilo City participated in the said contest. 
Contest pieces are curbed to the theme: The 
Four-Way Test: Rising up to the Challenge 
of a Government in Transition.   
MetroBank - MTAP Math Challenge 
ISAers bagged honors in HS & Elem 

ALL grade and year levels successfully 
hurdled the team elimination round in the 
Metrobank - Mathematics Teachers 
Association of the Philippines - Department 
of Education (Metrobank-MTAP-DepEd) 
Math Challenge Division Level last January 
13-14, 2011 held at the Social Hall of the 
DepED Division of Iloilo City.  It was 
participated by 36 elementary and 25 high 
school public and private schools. 

In the individual category, four ISAers 
brought home awards.  Alvin Lyndon Sy  
got 2nd place and 2nd honors, Luke Kenneth 
Gurrea got 3rd honors from the elementary 
department; and Dionysius Valeen Chiu 3rd 
place and third honors and Kevinn 
Friedrich Chan 3rd honors from high 
School department. 

Honors are given to participants who 
got the following scores:  first honors 45-
50, second honors 40-44, and 3rd honors 
35-39.  Placers are given as an overall 
performance to the participants, for the top 
3 students in each level. The final round 
will take place in February 2011 at Iloilo 
Central Elementary School.   (MT) 
2nd of  4 articles   

CEBU-BOHOL TRIP: for Fun and Bonding 
A moment they cannot forget in their 

lifetime,  a moment of freedom, fun bonding 
with friends and educational are the 
common answers you can hear if one gets to 
ask the 3rd year and 4th year learners on their 
feelings about their Cebu-Bohol trip last 
October 23-26, 2010. 

The 4-day tour made them realize so 
many things.  As they visited historical and 
beautiful places like the Blood Compact site, 
the Magellan’s Cross, the Lapu-Lapu Shrine, 
the Loboc River and the Chocolate Hills. 
Learners were able to appreciate their 
country more and realize that they should be 
proud of being a Filipino.  The trip also 
made them more aware on how to take care 
of the environment as well, as they visited 
the eco house. 

For some, it may just be an educational 
trip yet, for the ISAers, the trip is more than 
just a trip.  “The trip served as our 
graduation trip and we are all proud to say 
that this trip made us all realize that we 
should value every moment together,” added 
Krisha Wee, 4th year learner when asked 
about the trip. (GB) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Krisha Wee 

This is the first time ISA joins in the 
search.       
 

     Goodbye ISA and hello U.P.! (Krisha 
Wee, 4th Year Learner) 
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‘Excuse	  me	  girls,	  would	  you	  mind	  stop	  and	  
pose	   for	   a	  while?’	  These	   four	  3rd	  Year	   girls	  
certainly	   are	   perfect	   models	   to	   showcase	  
the	  eye-‐catching	  new	  ISAer	  uniform.	  	     

Fashion-Smart New ISAer Uniform 
The 2010 edition of ISAer uniform, 

invariably more fashionable that its 2004 
predecessor, has been released to, and worn 
by, the learners since January this year. 
Though, due to the bulk of the job, only 
around 70% of the learners are able to wear 
the new uniform as of mid-February, it is 
however expected that all learners will have 
at least a set before the graduation and 
recognition ceremonies in March.  

The new uniform comes in 3 sets: for 
preschool, we have cream-colored shirt jack 
matched with gray shorts for boys, and 
checkered dress for girls; for the elementary, 
they are cream-colored shirt jack with gray 
pants for boys, and cream-colored dress, 
checkered from waist down for girls; and for 
high school boys they have cream-colored 
shirt, gray vest, neck tie and gray pants, 
while the girls are having cream-colored 
blouse, checkered skirt, gray vest and scarf. 
The dress and skirts of the girls are above 
the knee matched with long black socks.  

From what we have gathered by way of 
informal surveys, FB comments, and the 
head-turning effect whenever it appears in 
public, the new uniform has been 
enthusiastically accepted by the learners, 
well-liked by the parents, and admired by 
the concerned members of the community.   

JS PROM’S FASHION RUNWAY 
Hotel Del Rio was once again filled 

with elegance, style, and glamour as the 3rd 
and 4th year learners paraded on their most a 
la mode fashion last 28 January 2011.  This 
year’s JS Prom is entitled, “A Night on the 
Spotlight” which is furthermore highlighted 
by its theme as “Vogue.”  

Everyone agrees to call it as the most 
voguish and entertaining event since it’s not 
only all about who’s grand, and trendy, but 
also who are congenial with people inside or 
outside the ISA campus. And what’s more? 
The games have indeed tested the prom 
goers’ stamina in dealing with muscle-
stretching games which are designed to 
measure one’s flexibility and strategy. 

 
 
 
 
 

Editorial 

THE LAURELS OF SUCCESS 
The last seven academic years saw ISA 

continuously reaping laurels of success in 
almost every field of endeavor. 
Commendations and applauses received 
from the academic circles and community 
have become a common occurrence with the 
many breakthroughs made and milestones 
overtaken, thereby accorded ISA the well-
deserved honor and prestige. Foremost of 
which is the result of last year’s second year 
National Achievement Test, ISA having 
ranked 4th among the 57 high school in 
Iloilo city, behind only SPED, PhilSci and 
UP High. APSA’s citation of ISA as one of 
the few institutions attaining the higher level 
of performance in the standard-based 
assessment for English, Mathematics and 
Science in SY 2009-2010. Let alone the 
impressive performance of the ISAers in 
several academic and cultural competitions 
at the PRISAA, PRISAAP, and other 
DepED-sponsored contests.   

And, in its unending quest for excellence, 
ISA is finally ready for transfer to the new 
campus in Mandurriao District this summer. 
An extraordinary feat for a school with less 
than a decade of history to own a 1.2 hectare 
lot on which seated a 5-storey school 
building with a floor area of more than 
4000m2, complete with amenities, such as 
28 air-conditioned classrooms each 
equipped with LCDs, a 30-seated computer-
based speech lab, paperless faculty rooms 
with 24/7 access to internet, on-line library, 
a gymnasium, a track and field, among other 
facilities indispensable to a place worthy to 
be called a school. All these hardware will 
certainly aid ISA to continue deliver quality 
instruction and propel the school to a greater 
height. It goes without saying that these 
recent developments would further uplift the 
name of the institution, making it a many 
steps closer to its aim, excellence.     

Elementary bagged MTAP awards 
ISA elementary learners bagged two 

awards during the division team finals of the 
2011 Metrobank – MTAP – DEPEd Math 
Challenge Region VI held at Iloilo Central 
Elementary School on the 10 February 2011.  
Alvin Lyndon Sy and Bernie Joseph 
Juyanan of grade 4 won second place, while 
grade 2 learners Joelian Marie Dolendo and 
John Wallace Chan won third place. This is 
the first time ISA won in more than one 
elementary level in the same year.     

Abigail Juantong in Japan 
3rd	  Year	  ISAer,	  Abigail	  Juantong,	  was	  one	  of	  
the	   56	   Filipino	   students,	   and	   the	   only	  
candidate	   representing	   Iloilo,	   to	   join	   the	  
intercultural	   exchange	   and	   study	   activities	  
in	   three	   Japanese	   cities	   sponsored	   by	   the	  
Japan-‐East	   Asia	   Network	   of	   Exchange	   for	  
Students	   and	   Youths	   (JENESYS)	   from	   4-‐15	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

	  	  
	  

	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ISA Celebrates Chinese New Year 
The Chinese community in Iloilo City, 

for nine consecutive years, has been 
ushering in Chinese New Year with much 
funfare. The celebration of this auspicious 
event was held on 4 February at the 
downtown along Iznart Street. The event is 
joined by the four Chinese Schools and 
spectators were delighted to witness the 
colorful parade that commenced from the 
Iloilo Provincial Capitol to the performing 
area at Iznart Street.  After the long foot 
parade, majestic performances entertained 
the spectators as the participating schools 
featured Chinese traditions and culture 
through dances and songs.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

Part of the week-long celebration was 
ISA’s “New Year, New Hope” presentation 
at SM City last 6 February 2011. ISA 
Springale Ensemble and Band offered the 
eager audience melodic Chinese songs. 
Selected ISA learners from preschool to 
high school highlighted Chinese culture 
through songs and dances. In addition, dance 
drama of the high school learners 
culminated the event depicting how Chinese 
culture was introduced, evolved and 
flourished in our country. The entire 
celebration indeed has given a new hope and 
a new beginning to us as we go through the 
challenges this year may bring. Happy New 
Year! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Overall, the prom is, without a doubt, 
a rewarding experience since those who 
bagged the most coveted titles are indeed 
proven not only as stylish, but also 
gregarious.  These Prom’s King and Queen 
are Hans Christian Chavez and Mary 
Christine Valderrama, both Juniors. 

December	   2010.	  
Abigail	  was	   chosen	  	  	  	  	  
thru	   competitive	  
exam	   held	   in	  
March	   2010.	   	   All	  
her	   expenses	   In	  
Japan	  were	   funded	  
by	   the	   Japanese	  
government	   through	  
the	   GENESYS	  
programme.	   
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              Contratulations 
                  to all  the Graduates 

Editorial 
Meet Life’s Challenges Head On 
Nostalgic	   speeches,	   white	   and	   black	  

togas,	  medals,	  awards,	  and	  ribbons…	  March	  
is	  coming	  and	  so	  is	  graduation.	  

Graduation	   is	   multifaceted.	   For	   pre-‐
school	   learners,	   it	   is	  a	  step-‐up	  exercise.	  For	  
elementary	   learners,	   it’s	   a	   gateway	   to	  
exciting	   high	   school	   life.	   For	   college	  
students,	   it’s	   the	   end	   of	   their	   four	   years	  
endeavor	   for	  a	  degree.	  On	   the	  other	  hand,	  
it	  is	  a	  step	  towards	  an	  unsure	  horizon	  of	  the	  
real,	  challenging	  and	  competitive	  world.	  

Parents	   of	   the	   graduates	   experience	  
different	   kinds	   of	   joy.	   Graduation	  
symbolizes	   another	   year	   of	   a	   child	  
development.	   It	   can	   be	   a	   great	   pride	   for	  
parents	   whose	   children	   graduate	   with	  
honors	   and	   awards.	   Or	   it	   could	   be	   an	  
emotional	   celebration	   for	   parents	   who	  
consider	   their	   graduating	   children	   to	   be	  
their	  hope	  for	  a	  better	  life.	  

Learning	  does	  not	  stop	  with	  graduation.	  
Learning	  life’s	  lessons	  will	  never	  cease	  for	  a	  
person	  who	  is	  willing	  to	  learn,	  and	  unlearn.	  
To	   unlearn	   is	   to	   change	   one’s	   wrong	  
viewpoint,	   based	   on	   the	   new	   learning	  
acquired.	   This	   is	   how	   an	   individual	   learns	  
for	  a	  lifetime.	  

I	   remember	   the	   time	  when	   I	   graduated	  
with	   my	   undergraduate	   course.	   I	   was,	  
elated,	  but	  at	  the	  same	  time	  scared.	  Scared	  
but	  determined	  and	  prepared	  to	  meet	  life’s	  
challenges	   head	   on.	   Graduation	   leads	   to	  
more	   steps	   ahead,	   and	   must	   be	   taken	  
seriously,	  carefully	  and	  faithfully.	  	  

Grade 1 Learners’ Field Trip 
The day, 8 January, is worth remember-

ing for our grade 1 learners as they had their 
educational trip with their advisers and 
guardians in historical and beautiful places 
in the city and province of Iloilo. The 
learners visited first the Plaza Libertad to 
see the statue of our national hero. From 
Libertad Plaza, they continued to Museo 
Iloilo where they took a glimpse of Ilonggos 
rich cultural and historical heritage.  After 
these, they were toured around the gothic 
structure of the famous Molo Church. After 
which, they went directly to Racso’s in 
Guimbal, where they enjoyed seeing the 
different exotic animals. Their excitement 
and curiosity sparked when they entered in 
the animal cave museum wherein some 
learners screamed because of the dark and 
the figures of rare and wild animals found 
inside the cave. After lunch, the learners 
also visited the Municipality of Guimbal 
which is acclaimed as the cleanest and 
greenest town in the province because of its 
beautiful landscape and garbage-free 
surroundings. The whole day activity was 
indeed unforgettable for the learners because 
it deepens and widens their understanding 
and imagination of the related topics after 
they have seen the real world beyond the 
text.  

 
 
 
 
                                           

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         

Above:	   The	   façade	   of	   the	   first	   ISA	   campus	  
along	   Luna	  St.,	   La	  Paz	  District,	   Iloilo	  City.	   It	  
witnessed	  the	  conception	  and	  the	  dramatic	  
progress	  of	  ISA	  in	  the	  past	  seven	  thrill-‐filled	  
years.	   Below:	   the	   new	   school	   building	  
sitting	  on	  a	  1000	  m2	   lot,	  one-‐twelfth	  of	  the	  
total	   land	   area	   of	   the	   new	   ISA	   Campus	   in	  
Mandurriao	   District	   of	   Iloilo	   City,	   is	   an	  
imposing	   five-‐story	  massive	  structure,	  a	   far	  
cry	   from	   the	   old	   two-‐story	   concrete-‐steel	  
frame-‐hardiflex	  building.	  The	  completion	  of	  
this	   project	   marks	   the	   conclusion	   of	   the	  
exploratory	   phase,	   and	   the	   ushering	   in	   of	  
the	   full-‐swing	   developmental	   phase,	   of	  
Iloilo	  Scholastic	  Academy.	  	  	  	  	  	  	    

18 March 2011: A Pivotal Point  
In	  a	  typically	  quiet	  and	  orderly	  manner,	  

learners	  of	  each	  class,	  after	  all	  learners	  of	  a	  
particular	  class	  were	  done	  with	  the	  last	  test	  
in	   the	   4th	   quarter	   exam,	   cooperatively	  
carried	  chairs	  and	  tables	  on	  single	  file	  from	  
the	   classroom	   to	   the	   waiting	   trucks	   lining	  
along	  the	  busy	  Luna	  street.	  And	  occasionally,	  
volunteer	   parents	   would	   help	   the	   workers	  
pass	  the	  furniture	  to	  the	  vehicle.	  That	  was	  a	  
nostalgic	   scene	   people	   would	   have	  
witnessed	  had	  they	  been	  there	  in	  that	  most	  
historic	   moment	   in	   ISA’s	   seven	   years	   of	  
existence.	  	  

It	   was	   the	   start	   of	   the	   planned	   2-‐day	  
complete	  transfer	  of	   furniture	  and	  facilities	  
from	   the	   old	   Luna	   campus	   to	   the	   new	  
Mandurriao	   school	   site.	   That	   moment	  
would	   most	   certainly	   go	   down	   as	   the	   first	  
major	   pivotal	   point	   in	   the	   remarkable	  
history	  of	  ISA.	  	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Ateneo Junior Summer Seminar 
This summer will be a great one 
for Emma Rose Guanco, a 3rd 
Year ISAer. She is one of the 70 
‘ b e s t  m i n d s ’  o f  s e l e c t e d  

high school nationwide to join the 
exhilarating and fun-filled Ateneo Junior 
Summer Seminar (AJSS) at Ateneo de 
Manila University this April.  

The AJSS selection process was a tough 
one. “I could clearly remember that moment. 
There was so much pressure. The furious 
rubbing of erasers and pencils were audible.” 
Emma said when asked how she feels of the 
exam.  

Initially, top five juniors of every chosen 
schools in the Philippines have to submit 
their credentials and take a test very similar 
to, or even tougher than, the Ateneo 
entrance test, since, aside from a seat in the 
seminar is at stake, those selected are 
eventually assured of a slot at Ateneo after 
graduating from high school. 

“It is a really good opportunity to expose 
oneself with intelligent and smart people, 
each having his field of expertise. It would 
be like studying in Ateneo for 6 weeks.” 
Emma added. Aside from short courses in 
Math, English, Psychology, Physics, and 
Philosophy, the seminar will highlight 
events like Sports Fest, Field Trips, Alumni 
Night, and IT Camp. 

To be able to join the rewarding seminar 
is not easy. According to Emma, she never 
expected to get in the seminar because the 
test given was very hard. For instance, they 
were made to answer 30 abstract math 
questions in five minutes. The results came 
out last February and she didn’t bother to 
check because she thought she wouldn’t 
make it. 

Emma looks forward to this upcoming 
event and has great expectations about the 
seminar. She is sure that she’ll be learning a 
lot, at the same time, enjoy her summer 
vacation with smart young minds as well. 

Regional PRISAAP Eng Fest ival  
Three ISAers made it to the 5th Regional 

PRISAAP English Festival last 4 February 
2011 held at Bacolod Pavilion Hotel. After 
winning first place in the Division and 
Provincial levels, Camille Billones 
represented the Province of Iloilo in Essay 
Writing competition, Zeth Rodario Bebit in 
Feature Writing Competition and Colyn 
Faith Beatingo in Declamation. Billones 
bagged the second place for Essay Writing 
and Beatingo won third place. 

All 6 provinces in region 6 sent their 
representatives to participate in various 
writing and public speaking competitions. 

First place winners in every event are 
slated to join the national competition to be 
held in Davao City.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Led	   by	   the	   advisers,	   ISAers	   and	   many	  
parents	   as	   well,	   rushed	   to	   the	   new	   site	   to	  
help	  arrange	  the	  furniture	  in	  the	  respective	  
classrooms.	   That	   day	   coincided	   with	   the	  
lifting	  of	  the	  no-‐tour	  prohibition.	  It	  was	  also	  
an	   opportune	   time	   for	   them	   to	   go	   around	  
and	  feel	  the	  campus’	  unique	  ambiance.	  That	  
day,	  quite	  a	  few	  members	  of	  the	  ISA	  Board	  
of	   Directors	   too	  were	   there	   to	   inspect	   and	  
witness	  the	  ongoing	  event,	  needless	  to	  say,	  
congratulatory	   greetings	   could	   be	   heard	  
from	   every	   corner.	   	   “What	   a	   big	   school	  
(building)	   we’ve	   got.”	   commented	   an	  
elementary	   boy	   to	   his	   friend.	   Indeed,	   ISA	  
means	  BIG.	  	  

 


