
  Today, the liturgy helps us to discover what it is that Jesus feels in the depths of 
his heart, He «was astounded at their unbelief» (Mk 6,6). Without a doubt, the 
disciples would have been taken aback by the lack of faith shown by the Master's 
compatriots, and His reaction to them. It would have seemed more natural that things 
should happen differently: they had arrived in the land that had been His home for so 
many years, the people would have heard of  His works, and the most logical result 
would be that He would have been received warmly and trustingly, they should have 
been more disposed than others to listen to his teachings. However, things didn't 
turn out that way, quite the opposite: «They took of fense at him» (Mk 6,3). 
  Jesus' surprise at the attitude shown towards him by His people, shows a heart 
that has faith in mankind, that is waiting for a response, that is not indifferent to the 
lack of one, because it is a heart that gives of itself looking for our good. Saint 
Bernard expresses it well when he writes: «The son of Man came and did such 
marvels that He uprooted our mundane understanding of the world, to help us 
meditate and so that we never cease to ponder the wonderful things He did. He left us 
infinite horizons for the ease of the intelligence, and an overflowing river of ideas 
impossible to wade through. Is there anyone capable of understanding why the 
Supreme Majesty would want to die to give us life, why He would want to serve so as 
we could reign, live without a place to rest his head so as we can possess the world, 
and allow himself to be lowered to the most vile and vulgar so as to raise us above all 
else?». 
  Imagine how the Nazarenes' lives would have changed if they had approached 
Jesus with faith. Keeping this in mind we should ask daily, as the disciples did: «Lord, 
increase our faith» (Lk 17,5), so as we may open ourselves more and more and let His 
love work in us. 

 

COVID 19 VACCINATION NOTICE 

Please take serious notice:  All people who are over 40 and have not yet been vaccinated, are 

invited to a walk in clinic at: 

Goldchem   Pharmacy   147a Albert Road, 

This coming Wednesday from 9.am until 11.30 am and from 1.30 to 5 pm. 



Pope’s Prayer Intention For July 
  Pope Francis invites us to 
pray with him during the 
month of July that families may 
be accompanied with love, 
respect and guidance.  
  When the Holy Father 
decided on the intentions that 
would be presented to us each 
month this year, in consultation 
with leaders of his worldwide 
prayer group, none of us had 
heard of COVID.   
  Now, halfway through the 
calendar year, it is the backdrop 
to everything we pray, say and 
do.  There are signs of hope in 
some places that it might be 
ending, thanks to the great love 
and efforts of healthcare 
professionals in particular and 
essential workers everywhere.   
At every time of prayer in these 
days, we must pray for them and 

in thanks for their service of others.  
  As we pray with the Pope this month, we are not only praying for our own families but also for those 
who have no family, for shattered refugee families and for families devastated by the effects of the 
contagion.  We recognise that the Holy Father invites to a specific intention, that families may be 
accompanied. Who is to accompany them?  
  WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?  
  The answer must surely include a recognition that the human family and each individual family is 
under threat and therefore that those who have power must act in response.  They must be urged to act.   
“Love, respect and guidance” should be at the heart of how society accompanies families. It is for good 
people with the common good at heart to act, to put pressure on those who have power and those with a 
vested interest in keeping people poor and fragmenting families.    
  The oldest generation are fully part of our family and society life – or should be.   
  Pope Francis has said” The Covid19 pandemic has shown that our societies are not organised well 
enough to make room for the elderly, with proper respect for their dignity and frailty. When the 
elderly are not cared for, there is no future for the young.”   
  Praying with the Pope each month for the challenges that face human society must of 
necessity involve a willingness to act, to mobilise ourselves according to whatever abilities and talents 
we’ve been given.  These acts can be sacramental embodiments of our faith-filled prayer. The New 
Testament reminds us that “faith without works is dead” (James 2:14-26).   
  Pope Francis taught at a recent general audience that “to pray means to intercede for the world, to 
remember that despite all its frailties, it always belongs to God.”   
   This is the opposite of the temptation to shun the world and to keep your faith private. The 
pandemic opens up many possibilities for action, especially this month for families.    
  Let us not forget the very young, especially those whose schooling is interrupted by the pandemic, 
but also the elderly, who have made us who we are and have sacrificed a great deal for us.   
  PRAYER MOMENT  
  Let the Spirit of God lead you to a place of interior stillness and then allow yourself to become aware 
of God’s gaze on you, full of love and hope for you and for all of creation.   
  That gaze is sustaining and life-giving.   
  Ask, in your heart, for a deepening, interior awareness of that divine presence and compassion.    
Ask for the grace of knowing how the Trinity is shared love and of how the human family reflects that 
love, making it present in each family member and in the world.   
  Hold before the Lord in prayer families and particularly people who have been deprived of family life, 
who are not accompanied with love, respect and guidance.   

 



  Conclude with an intimate conversation with the Lord about his own family life, as one of the Holy 
Family of Nazareth, as one of the Blessed Trinity. Speak to him about whatever presents itself to your 
mind and heart at this moment.  
  A MORNING OFFERING FOR A TIME OF GREAT DANGER  
  Eternal Father,  I thank you for this day that allows me to increase my love of you.    
Help me to be more available today to your mission and to face dangers;  
To be mindful of your words of guidance, when you said to us “be not afraid”;   
and to be a good and cheerful example to others. I offer my day, uniting myself to Pope Francis and his 
own prayer-group, the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network.  Our Father…  
  PROPOSALS FOR PRAYER & ACTION THIS MONTH  
  1. Later last month a young, unassuming footballer grabbed the headlines from the politicians by 
writing a cogent, urgent letter about a government policy that threated to damage family life and poor 
children in Britain. Marcus Rashford refused to make any political capital out of his campaign for justice, 
thanking the government for its embarrassing change of policy when others might have gloated – it was 
the poor families who were his concern and he used his prominence to advocate for them. He showed how 
it can be done, with graciousness but determination. Consider ways in which you might be able to act 
similarly – alone, or in your family, or in your parish or worshipping community.  
  2. As you pray the Daily Prayer Pathway, consisting of the Morning Offering, the Midday Moment 
and the Evening Prayer of Daily Awareness (Examen), ask for the grace to be humbler and more ready to 
listen to others before judging them. Ponder, gently, any temptation to treat others as less worthy if they 
do not appear to contribute so much materially or financially. Ask that your heart may be opened to any 
healing that is needed.  

3. Discuss, as far as is possible while our movements are still restricted, in your own friendship circles or 
your parish, where there might be possibilities in your own neighbourhood of supporting and 

accompanying families with “love, respect and guidance”. Remember the Pope’s words: “To the pandemic 
of the virus we want to respond with the universality of prayer, of compassion, of tenderness.” Resolve to 

act!  

 
Month Of  Ju ly  –  In  Honour  Of  The  

Prec ious  B lood Of  Our Lord Jesu s  

H e r e ’ s  W h y  J u l y  I s  D e d i c a t e d  T o  T h e  

P r e c i o u s  B l o o d  O f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  

  One particular devotion in the Catholic Church 

connected to the Passion of Jesus Christ is the 

honouring of his Precious Blood. It is a recognition of 

Jesus’ sacrifice and how he spilled his blood for the 

salvation of humanity. Furthermore, this blood is 

made present through the gift of the Eucharist and is 

something we can consume at Mass, along with the 

body of Christ, under the appearance of bread and 

wine. Over time the Church developed various feasts 

of the Precious Blood, but it wasn’t until the 19th 

century when a universal feast was established. 

During the First Italian War for Independence in 

1849, Pope Pius IX went into exile to Gaeta. He went 

there with Don Giovanni Merlini, third superior 

general of the Fathers of the Most Precious Blood. 

  While the war was still raging, Merlini suggested 

to Pope Pius IX that he create a universal feast to the 

Precious Blood to beg God’s heavenly aid to end the 

war and bring peace to Rome. Pius IX subsequently 

made a statement on June 30, 1849 that he intended to create a feast in honour of the Precious Blood. The war 

soon ended and he returned to Rome shortly thereafter. 

  On August 10 he made it official and proclaimed that the 1st Sunday in July will be dedicated to the 

Precious Blood of Jesus Christ. Later, Pope Pius X assigned July 1 as the fixed date of this celebration. 

  After Vatican II the feast was removed from the calendar, but a votive Mass in honour of the Precious 

Blood was established and can be celebrated in the month of July (as well as most other months of the year). 

  For these reasons the entire month of July is traditionally dedicated to the Precious Blood, and Catholics 

 



are encouraged to meditate on the profound sacrifice of Jesus and the pouring out of his blood for humanity. 

  Below is the opening prayer of the votive Mass, as well as an additional prayer that can be used as our own 

personal meditation or prayer during July. 

  O God, who by the Precious Blood of your only Begotten son have redeemed the whole world, 
preserve in us the work of your mercy, 

so that, ever honouring the mystery of our salvation, 

we may merit to obtain its fruits. 
Through our lord Jesus Christ, your son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the holy spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Admitted to your sacred table, O Lord, we have with joy drawn water from the fountains of the Savior: O may his 

blood, we beseech thee, become within us a fountain of water springing up to eternal life. 

  ST SWITHUN’S CHURCH - (105 Waverley Road, Southsea PO5 2PL) 
DAY OF THE WEEK TIME INTENTION OF  

THE HOLY MASS 
Readings  
of a day 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY  
OF ORDINARY TIME 

 
 04-07-2021 

8.30AM 
10.15AM 

12.00noon 

+ O'Brien/Owens Families RIP   
+ Brian Boulter RIP   

Mass in Polish: + Augustyn Fic RIP (9th Anniv. of 
death) 

Ezekiel 2: 2-5; 
Psalm - 122; 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10; 
Mark 6: 1-6a; 

Monday - 05-07-2021 
of the 14th Week in Ordinary Time 
Memorial of St Zaccaria, Founder 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 

 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by BENEDICTION 

Intention:  For Buadi’s Family followed by The Holy 

Rosary prayer & devotions. 

 
Genesis 28: 10-22a; 

Psalm – Ps 90; 
Matthew 9: 18-26; 

 

Tuesday - 06-07-2021 
of the 14th Week in Ordinary Time 

Memorial of St Maria Goretti, Virgin 
& Martyr 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 
 
 
 

7.00 pm  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by BENEDICTION 

Intention: + Charles Gracias RIP 
 followed by The Holy Rosary prayer & devotions. 
Intention:  For God’ blessing for Grzegorz (2/3) 

 
Genesis 32: 23-33; 

Psalm – Ps 16; 
Matthew 9: 32-38; 

Wednesday - 07-07-2021 
of the 14th Week in Ordinary Time 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by BENEDICTION 

Intention:  + Jane McShane RIP followed by The Holy 

Rosary prayer & devotions 

Genesis 41: 55-57; 42: 
5-7a, 17-24a; 

Psalm – Ps 32; 
Matthew 10: 1-7; 

Thursday - 08-07-2021  
of the 14th Week in Ordinary Time 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 
 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by BENEDICTION 

Intention: + Michael Cash RIP followed by The Holy 

Rosary prayer & devotions. 

Genesis 44: 18-21, 
23b-29; 45: 1-5; 
Psalm – Ps 104; 

Matthew 10: 7-15; 

Friday - 09-07-2021 
of the 14th Week in Ordinary Time 

Memorial of St Augustine Zhao 
Rong, Priest & Companions, Martyrs  

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 
 
 
 

7.00 pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by BENEDICTION 

Intention: + Diana Clark RIP (8/20) followed by The 

Holy Rosary prayer & devotions.  
Intention:  For God’ blessing for Grzegorz (3/3) 

Genesis 46: 1-7, 28-30 
Psalm – Ps 36; 

Matthew 10: 16-23; 

Saturday - 10-07-2021 
of the 14th Week in Ordinary Time 

Our Lady of Saturday 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 
 
 
 

 
6.00pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by BENEDICTION 

Intention:  For Len & Mary Edwards on their 56th 
Wedding Anniversary followed by The Holy Rosary 

prayer & devotions. 

VIGIL MASS of SUNDAY:   Intention: + Diana 
Clark (10/20) RIP    

Genesis 49: 29-32: 50: 
15-26a; 

Psalm – Ps 104; 
Matthew 10: 24-33; 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY  
OF ORDINARY TIME 

 
 11-07-2021 

8.30AM 
10.15AM 

12.00noon 
 

For all Parishioners – living & dead 
+ Diana Clark (10/20) RIP   

Mass in Polish: For Malgorzata – God’s blessing 

Amos 7: 12-15; 
Psalm - 84; 

Ephesians 1: 3-14; 
Mark 6: 7-13; 

  OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. Electronic offertory: If you have not 

managed to set up your electronic giving yet, please can you do so as soon as possible.  

  The Parish Bank Account details are: Account Name (Lloyd’s Bank’): PRCDTR Our Lady of Lourdes’ 

& St Swithun Church Sort Code: 30-93-04; parish Account no: 01730453. Financial assistance: If you are 

able to increase your usual weekly offering (during this time of uncertainty) it will be a huge help to the parish. 

THANK YOU! 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
Safeguarding Representative: Anne Worden - 02392 817586 

 Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Tuesday & Thursday from 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305  
e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  Parish website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk  FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk  
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