
   
Sea Sunday Message 2021 

  
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, beloved chaplains, volunteers, friends and supporters of Stella Maris: 
 We are celebrating the second Sea Sunday against the background of the COVID-19 pandemic. The world 
may have come to a standstill but the ships have never stopped sailing from port to port delivering critical medical 
equipment and medicines to support the fight against the spread of the virus. This emphasizes that the maritime 
industry is a vital part of the world’s economy. Some 90% of the world trade is carried by ships or, more 
accurately, by the 1.7 million seafarers who work on the ships. 
 We thank the People of the Sea for their work, and our gratitude is transformed in our prayer that the Lord grants 
them strength in moments of weakness, unity in diversity, safe and smooth sailing and, at the end of their contract, happiness to 
be reunited with their loved ones. 
 There have been repeated appeals from international organizations (UN, IMO, ILO), unions, ship owners, 
and faith-based groups to recognize seafarers as “essential workers” so that crew changes are expedited, and 
vaccinations are prioritized. But very few countries have facilitated these movements and implemented a clear 
policy for seafarers’ vaccinations. This has exposed a deep contradiction in the maritime industry. One on hand, it 
is highly globalized but, on the other, seafarers’ rights and protection are fragmented between several players who 
are often not accountable to any higher regulation or authority.  
 Because of this pandemic, we would like to invite the maritime industry to learn to act as one by facilitating crew 
changes and vaccinations and strengthening the implementation of international standards to enhance and protect the human 
and working rights of the People of the Sea.  
 It was estimated that in September 2020 some 400,000 seafarers who ought to have been repatriated were in 
fact stranded at sea because of COVID-19. In some cases, seafarers have not been able to go home for 18 months. 
COVID-19 has exacerbated the working and living conditions of hundreds of thousands of seafarers who have 
been stranded at sea and required to work for many months longer than usual. This affects not only the seafarers 
themselves but also the daily lives of their families. The problems of isolation, loneliness, separation and anxiety 
about family and loved ones, thousands of miles away, together and  uncertainty over their future, has increased 
the physical and psychological stress on board ships, sometime with tragic consequences. 

 
We appeal to ships owners, management companies, agents and recruiters to regard crewmembers as more than 

“labour force” and remember that they are human beings. We urge the development of working practices, which are based on 
human dignity rather than profit, and so provide everything, which is necessary to improve the mental, physical and spiritual 
well-being of seafarers. 



 Since January 2021, 38 piracy incidents have been reported including 33 vessels boarded, two attempted 
attacks, two vessels fired upon, and one vessel hijacked. The number of reported piracy incidents may have 
decreased but violence against crew is increasing. These are sad reminders of the fragility of a maritime industry, 
which has already been tested by the pandemic. Seafarers have the right to perform their work without running 
the risk of being kidnapped, injured or even killed. Furthermore, piracy disrupt the global economy and the 
constant threat of danger and harm places considerable stress on seafarers and their families. 
 We request all governments and international organizations to determine long-lasting solutions to the scourge of piracy, 
mindful of the need to address the fundamental problem of the inequality in the distribution of goods between countries and the 
exploitation of natural resources. Moreover, ship-owners should adopt all requisite preventative measures to ensure the safety 
not only of ships and their cargo, but especially that of seafarers. 
  The International Transport Worker’s Federation (ITF) has reported a doubling of ship abandonments 
from 40 in 2019, to 85 in 2020. Abandonment at sea happens for a number of different reasons. The most common 
reason is the deliberate decision of a ship-owner to dispose of a vessel they no longer deem valuable, crew included. 
Stranded in a foreign country, with wages unpaid, no prospect of immediate income and deprived of food, the 
abandoned crew are faced with inhumane conditions and their families suffer immediate devastating financial 
consequences. 
 In order to prevent the tragic consequences of abandonment at sea, we demand the full implementation of the new 
obligations under the Maritime Labor Convention (MLC 2006), which were adopted in 2014 and entered into force in 2017. 
Ship-owners are required to have compulsory insurance to cover abandonment at sea, to pay for expenses including food, 
drinking water, medical care and repatriation costs. 
 The number of shipwrecks and marine accidents is declining but one is too many, especially when seafarers 
are injured or die, go missing at sea or are unjustly criminalized and detained indefinitely. Sometimes these 
happens due to the forces of nature, but there are too many instances of negligence by those who prefer to 
prioritize profit over safety and security. Every tragedy results in families in despair, children without parents and 
nowhere to lay a flower and say a prayer.  
 We lift our prayers to Mary Star of the Sea, to accompany those 
who are no longer with us to the safe harbour of heaven and comfort the 
devastated relatives and friends who are left behind. 
 Throughout the pandemic, Stella Maris chaplains and 
volunteers have always been at the service of seafarers and fishers. 
They are present in their lives, constantly adapt their ministry to 
changing circumstances and address seafarers’ spiritual and 
material needs. 
 We pray that all Stella Maris chaplains and volunteers continue 
to: “Be apostles faithful to the mission of proclaiming the Gospel, show 
the loving face of the Church which also welcomes and makes herself 
close to this portion of the People of God; respond without hesitation to 
maritime people who wait for you on board to appease the deep longing of their soul and make them feel active members of the 
community.” 

We entrust to Mary, Star of the Sea, the well-being of the People of the Sea, the commitment and dedication 
of chaplains and volunteers and we entreat Our Lady to continue protect us all from every danger, especially from 
COVID-19. 

Cardinal Peter K. A. Turkson 
                   Prefect   

  

 Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ 

 

  This Monday 12th July 2021, Me 

(Fr Marcin), Dr Amanda, Lisa – 

representing SVP of our Parish), and 

Iwona (from Polish Community) – and 

of course my dog ‘Bilbo’ – we will 

start, with The Holy Mass at 1.30am at 

St Swithun’s – our WALKING 

PILGRIMAGE to SANTIAGO de 

COMPOSTELA – taking a route: 

Camino PRIMITIVO.    
  As soon as the tomb of the Apostle Santiago was discovered in the year 813, Alfonso II, nicknamed the 

Chaste and king of Gallaecia at that time, started the way to Galician lands from Asturias with his mind set on the 

incredible discovery. He took the route that runs through the interior of the Asturian lands to arrive at Lugo and, 

 

 



from there, continue to the capital of Compostela. At his arrival, he ordered the construction 

of a cult church where the sepulchral remains of the Apostle could be 

collected, creating in this way the bases of today’s world-famous 

Cathedral and creating, since then, what would become the first of all the 

Ways to Santiago, the Primitive.  

  It is a Route with a considerable hardness, with considerable ascents 

as the fearsome port of Palo (before Grandas de Salime) and with sections 

that, in rainy seasons, can become deep mudflats, complicating even more 

the crossing.  

  The length of the Primitive Way is 321 km, which 170 pass through 

Galicia after coming into the province of Lugo by A Fonsagrada. It is 

generally divided into 13 or 14 stages with an average duration between 20 

and 30 km – we will try to make it in 10 days. 

  In short, we are talking about a route with a certain hardness but full 

of charming corners, municipalities and places from two of the most 

impressive Autonomous Communities of the Spanish territory, such as 

Asturias and Galicia.  
  This is a special occasion – because this year is a year: 
The Xacobeo, also known as Jacobean Year, Holy Year or 
Jubilee Year, is only celebrated when the festival of James 

the Apostle or Santiago (25th July) falls on a Sunday. This happens at 
varying intervals, usually every 5 or 6 
years, but occasionally we have to wait 
up to 11 years to celebrate the next Holy 
Year.    Pope Callixtus II established the 
Jacobean Holy Year in 1126. The Catholic 
Church promised to pardon the sins of 
everyone who took the pilgrimage to the Apostle’s tomb 
during Holy Year, which is known as "earning the Jubilee". 

  Please, sponsor me and my dog ‘Bilbo’ – we want to do it 
for our Parish of Our Lady of Lourdes & St Swithun in Southsea, 
especially to have a chance and possibility to re-open in our 
Parish Our Lady of Lourdes’ church and make it possible to 
keep this church with us, and also to repair, refresh and renew 
the chapel of The Sacred Heart of Jesus in St Swithun’s church. 

 Please, sponsor Dr Amanda & Lisa – they would like to do it for the Society of St Vincent de 
Paul in our Parish, which looks after our homeless. 
  You can do it, by our Facebook Profile, where we are going to update You everyday from our 
trip. Through a special machine which very soon You will find in the porch of St Swithun’s church, 
through our website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk, by your donations left in the parish office or with 
Denis in sacristy, or just by transfer into our Parish bank account. For each penny we thank You 
already, and we ask You to send us your special intention for which we will pray all the days of this 
Pilgrimage. THANK YOU SO MUCH!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our church of Our Lady of Lourdes’ in Eastney is 

going to be re-open on the first Saturday of 

September 2021, so the Vigil Mass of Sunday will 

take place there on the 4th September 2021 at 6.00pm.  

 

Please, help our secretary Kathleen and all the people 

of good will to prepare this church to face also Covid-

19 restrictions. 
 

https://www.pilgrim.es/en/routes/
https://www.pilgrim.es/en/routes/
http://www.stswithuns.org.uk/


  ST SWITHUN’S CHURCH - (105 Waverley Road, Southsea PO5 2PL) 
DAY OF THE WEEK TIME INTENTION OF  

THE HOLY MASS 
Readings  
of a day 

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY  
OF ORDINARY TIME 

 
 11-07-2021 

8.30AM 
10.15AM 

12.00noon 

For all Parishioners – living & dead 
+ Diana Clark (10/20) RIP   

Mass in Polish: For Malgorzata – God’s blessing 

Amos 7: 12-15; 
Psalm - 84; 

Ephesians 1: 3-14; 
Mark 6: 7-13; 

Monday - 12-07-2021 
of the 15th Week in Ordinary Time 

1.30am  
 
 
 

10.00am 

 

THE HOLY MASS on the start of the Walking Pilgrimage 
to Santiago de Compostela 
 

The Holy Rosary prayer & devotions 

Exodus 1:8-14, 22; 
Psalm – Ps 123; 

Matthew 10: 34 – 11: 1 

Tuesday - 13-07-2021 
of the 15th Week in Ordinary Time 
Memorial of St Henry, Emperor 

9.30am  

10.00am  

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

LITURGY of The WORD followed by The Holy 

Rosary prayer & devotions. 

Exodus 2:81-15a; 
Psalm – Ps 68; 

Matthew 11: 20 – 24; 

Wednesday - 14-07-2021 
of the 15th Week in Ordinary Time 
Memorial of St Camillus of Lellis, Founder 

 
10.00am 

 
The Holy Rosary prayer & devotions. 

Exodus 3: 1-6, 9-12; 
Psalm – Ps 102; 

Matthew 11: 25-27; 

Thursday - 15-07-2021  
of the 15th Week in Ordinary Time 
Memorial of St Swithun, Bishop 

9.00am  
9.30am  

10.00am 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 
   

Divine Mercy Chaplet followed by BENEDICTION 

Intention:  For All Parishioners, living & dead 
followed by The Holy Rosary prayer & devotions 

Exodus 1:8-14, 22; 
Psalm – Ps 123; 

Matthew 10: 34 – 11: 1 

Friday - 16-07-2021 
of the 15th Week in Ordinary Time 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

9.30am  

10.00am 

 

 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

LITURGY of The WORD followed by The Holy 

Rosary prayer & devotions. 

Exodus 11: 10 – 12: 14 
Psalm – Ps 115; 
Matthew 12: 1-8; 

Saturday - 17-07-2021 
of the 15th Week in Ordinary Time 

Memorial of St Bonaventure,  
Religious, Bishop 

9.30am  

10.00am 

 
 

 
6.00pm 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

LITURGY of The WORD followed by The Holy 

Rosary prayer & devotions. 
 

VIGIL MASS of SUNDAY:   Intention: For all 
Parishioners – living & dead   

Exodus 12: 37-42; 
Psalm – Ps 135; 

Matthew 12: 14 – 21; 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY  
OF ORDINARY TIME 

 
 18-07-2021 

8.30AM 
10.15AM 

12.00noon 
 

Deceased Members of the Haestier Family 
+ Brian Boulter RIP   

Mass in Polish: For Mariusz & Viola on their 
17th Wedding Anniversary 

Jeremiah 23: 1-6; 
Psalm - 22; 

Ephesians 2: 13-18; 
Mark 6: 30-34; 

  OFFERTORY: Thank you for last Sunday’s Collection. Electronic offertory: If you have not 

managed to set up your electronic giving yet, please can you do so as soon as possible.  

  The Parish Bank Account details are: Account Name (Lloyd’s Bank’): PRCDTR Our Lady of Lourdes’ 

& St Swithun Church Sort Code: 30-93-04; parish Account no: 01730453. Financial assistance: If you are 

able to increase your usual weekly offering (during this 

time of uncertainty) it will be a huge help to the parish. 

THANK YOU! 

  Today is Sea Sunday, when the Church 
prays for all those who live and work at sea. 

Today’s second collection is for Stella Maris 
(Apostleship of the Sea), the Catholic Church’s 

official maritime welfare agency. It supports 
seafarers both practically and spiritually. For 

an appeal talk from Bishop Paul Mason, and a 
video showing some of what Stella Maris does, 

please visit 
www.stellamaris.org.uk/SeaSunday . This 

collection is vital to enable Stella Maris to 

continue its important work. To donate, please 
visit www.stellamaris.org.uk/donate or text ‘SEA’ to 70460 to donate £5. Stella Maris is 

dependent on voluntary donations, so please give generously. Thank you. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

     PARISH PRIEST: Father Marcin Drabik, tel: 02392 828305; e-mail: mdrabik@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk; 105 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PL;  
Safeguarding Representative: Anne Worden - 02392 817586 

 Parish Secretary: Mrs Kathleen Jones (Parish Office: Tuesday & Thursday from 8.00am –12.30pm) Tel: 02392828305  
e-mail: southseaparish@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk  Parish website: http://www.stswithuns.org.uk  FACEBOOK PROFILE: @Stswithuns.org.uk  
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