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          MASS DATES         TIMES                    INTENTIONS 
 

Sat 30th  July           Vigil    5:00pm Martin Healy(RIP) 
Sun 31st July  10:00am People of the Parish 
Mon 1st August   10:00am Cathie, Alec & Jim Paterson (RIP) 
Tue 2nd August   10:00am Bill & Rose Hetherington (RIP) 
Thurs 4th August  10:00am Mary McAteer (RIP) 
Fri 5th August   10:00am Edgar Family (Sp Int) 
Sat 6th August          Vigil    5:00pm People of the Parish 
Sun 7th August  10:00am Gerry Russell (RIP) 
CONFESSIONS available before Sat Vigil 4.15-4.45pm and before Sun Mass 9.15-

9.45am or upon request after any of the weekday Masses. 
 

WHAT’S THE POINT?       
For life to be meaningful we all need a goal. What’s yours? What’s the 
driving force in your life? What makes you want to jump out of bed in the 
morning and confront the world and all its challenges? What motivates 
you to keep on going and to make your mark? Given that life is short, 
what makes it worth living?  
“Vanity of vanities!” is a famous quotation from the bible, but what does 
it mean? It’s the preacher’s way - in the Book of Ecclesiastes - of saying 
that life seems “meaningless” or “pointless”. What’s it all about? It’s certainly not 
fair and it seems to take all my time and energy and keep my nose to the grindstone. 
There’s nothing fundamentally wrong with our world; God made it and it’s good. 
But if we limit our sights only to the things of this world then we won’t see very far. 
We’ll get bogged down in its limitations; our lives will not reflect anything other 
than our career prospects, our bank balances, our reputations and our comfort. Our 
cultural horizons will hit the buffers at celebrity, gossip, fashion and trivia, while our 
significant relationships will be virtually found on Facebook and Twitter. 
What makes us tick? What are our values and are any of them transcendent? Do they 
go beyond simply following the crowd in a dream of some sort of success? 
The preacher in today’s 1st reading obviously feels that life can be meaningless 
unless we have a clear idea about the reason we are on this earth. Without such a 
spiritual compass we are at the whim of a pointless merry-go-round that seems to 
take more out of us than it gives. 
Today’s psalmist answers these questions putting it very simply: Make us know the 
shortness of our life/that we may gain wisdom of heart/O Lord, you have been our 
refuge/from one generation to the next. 

 
PARISH NEWS 

 

WELCOME If you are just visiting our parish today or if this is the first time you 
have been to Mass for a while, welcome back!  We hope our time together unites us 
in God’s love. 
 
 

RELICS OF ST BERNADETTE.Carfin Grotto will host the relics of St Bernadette 
from 24 September until 2 October, the only Scottish venue to receive the relics. 
This will coincide with the centenary of the Grotto on 2 October. Carfin Grotto is 
situated in the Parish of St Francis Xavier's in the village of Carfin, near Motherwell, 
and is Scotland's National Shrine to Our Lady of Lourdes. 
Visit https://www.carfingrotto.org/  
 
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK If you know of a forthcoming visit to hospital 
involving serious illness or an operation and you wish to receive the Sacrament of 
the Sick, please speak to Fr Seán and arrange to be anointed before admission.  Once 
in hospital, if you wish the Sacraments [Holy Communion, Confession, Anointing] 
please ensure that you make your wishes known to the hospital chaplaincy through 
the charge nurse on the ward.  Please do not leave your request to the last minute as 
you may not be guaranteed an immediate response.   
 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM If you wish to have your child baptised, please 
arrange an appointment with Fr. Seán either after Mass, by calling the parish office 
or sending an email to the above listed email address. Please remember that at least 
one of the child’s parents should be a practicing Catholic as should one of the chosen 
Godparents/Sponsors. 
 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER in your prayers those who are on holiday and travelling at 
this time, especially our children and teachers at St. Mark’s Primary School on their 
summer holidays. May the Good Lord continue to watch over them and bless them 
with his care. 
. 
 

St. Mark’s ATTENDANCE OFFERTORY Thank you, without your 
contributions the work of 

God’s church would not be 
possible 

VIGIL 61 292 

SUNDAY 115 376 
 

St. Marks’s, Oxgangs is a parish of The Archdiocese of St Andrew’s & Edinburgh, a charity registered in Scotland - Number SC008540 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Reading: A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes [1:2; 2:21-23] 
What does a man gain for all his toil? 
Vanity of vanities, the Preacher says. Vanity of vanities. All is vanity! 

For so it is that a man who has laboured wisely, skilfully and 
successfully must leave what is his own to someone who has not toiled for it 
at all. This, too, is vanity and great injustice; for what does he gain for all the 
toil and strain that he has undergone under the sun?  What of all his laborious 
days, his cares of office, his restless nights? This, too, is vanity. 
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Responsorial Psalm [Ps 89:3-6. 12-14. 17] 
Response: O Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to the next. 
 
You turn men back into dust 
and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’ 
To your eyes a thousand years 
are like yesterday, come and gone, 
no more than a watch in the night. 
 
You sweep men away like a dream, 
like grass which springs up in the 
morning. 
In the morning it springs up and flowers: 
by evening it withers and fades. 
 
Make us know the shortness of our life 
that we may gain wisdom of heart. 
Lord, relent!  Is your anger for ever? 
Show pity to your servants. 
 
In the morning, fill us with your love; 
we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 
Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: 
give success to the work of our hands. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Second Reading: A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 
[3:1-5. 9-11] 
You must look for the things that are in heaven, where Christ is. 
Since you have been brought back to true life with Christ, you must look for the 
things that are in heaven, where Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand.  Let your 
thoughts be on heavenly things, not on the things that are on the earth, because 
you have died, and now the life you have is hidden with Christ in God.  But 
when Christ is revealed - and he is your life - you too will be revealed in all your 
glory with him. 

That is why you must kill everything in you that belongs only to earthly 
life: fornication, impurity, guilty passion, evil desires and especially greed, 
which is the same thing as worshipping a false god; and never tell each other lies. 
You have stripped off your old behaviour with your old self, and you have put on 
a new self which will progress towards true knowledge the more it is renewed in 
the image of its creator; and in that image there is no room for distinction 
between Greek and Jew, between the circumcised or the uncircumcised, or 
between barbarian and Scythian, slave and free man. There is only Christ: he is 
everything and he is in everything. 
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Alleluia, alleluia 
Your word is truth, O Lord, 
Consecrate us in the truth. 
Alleluia. 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke [12:13-21]  
This hoard of yours, whose will it be? 
A man in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘Master, tell my brother to give me a share of 
our inheritance’.  ‘My friend,’ he replied ‘who appointed me your judge, or the 
arbitrator of your claims?’  Then he said to them, ‘Watch, and be on your guard 
against avarice of any kind, for a man’s life is not made secure by what he owns, 
even when he has more than he needs’. 
Then he told them a parable: ‘There was once a rich man who, having had a good 
harvest from his land, thought to himself, “What am I to do? I have not enough 
room to store my crops.”  Then he said, “This is what I will do: I will pull down 
my barns and build bigger ones, and store all my grain and my goods in them, 
and I will say to my soul: My soul, you have plenty of good things laid by for 
many years to come; take things easy, eat, drink, have a good time”.  But God 
said to him, “Fool! This very night the demand will be made for your soul; and 
this hoard of yours, whose will it be then?”  So it is when a man stores up 
treasure for himself in place of making himself rich in the sight of God.’ 
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