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          MASS DATES         TIMES                    INTENTIONS 
 

Sat 23rd  July           Vigil    5:00pm People of the Parish 
Sun 24th July  10:00am Concetta (Connie) Zappa (RIP) 
Mon 25th July   10:00am John Allan (RIP) 
Tue 26th July   10:00am Emmanuel Cocher (RIP) 
Thurs 28th July   11:00am FUNERAL Mary Bridget Boyle 
Fri 29th July   10:00am John Pilley (Ann) 
Sat 30th  July             Vigil    5:00pm Martin Healy(RIP) 
Sun 31st July  10:00am People of the Parish 
CONFESSIONS available before Sat Vigil 4.15-4.45pm and before Sun Mass 9.15-

9.45am or upon request after any of the weekday Masses. 
 
JACKPOT - PRAYER?  
There are those who tend to think that prayer is like a religious 
fruit machine, a divine one-arm-bandit. You put your request 
in, pull the handle and eventually you hit the jackpot. Of 
course, this would be to treat God like some sort of robot that 
did not have our welfare at heart.  
So it’s hardly surprising that people talk about unanswered 
prayer. The very thought that God would completely ignore us 
when we turn to him is ridiculous. But scripture tells us that 
sometimes we are asking for the wrong thing or with the wrong motives and that’s 
why we don’t receive what we want. Prayer is always answered; it’s just that 
sometimes the answer is “no”, or it comes in a way we didn’t expect. 
When we look at the prayer that Jesus taught us, the Our Father or the Lord’s Prayer, 
we notice that there is a lot of emphasis at the beginning on God’s will being done in 
all things, and the values of God’s kingdom permeating our thoughts and actions. 
Maybe if we remained open in our prayer, telling God of our needs and desires, but 
asking him to help us become conformed to his will, then we would start to change 
our approach to prayer, wanting to be part of God’s plan rather than getting him to 
change his plans to suit ours. Prayer would become a request to change us. 
Maybe that’s why we have to wait until the second half of the Our Father before we 
get round to asking for things… 
 

PARISH NEWS 
 

WELCOME If you are just visiting our parish today or if this is the first time you 
have been to Mass for a while, welcome back!  We hope our time together unites us 
in God’s love. 
 

RIP Your prayers are asked for the repose of the soul of Mrs. Mary Bridget Boyle 
who was recently reborn into eternal Life. Her requiem funeral mass will be held on 
Thursday 28th July at 11am in St. Mark’s and thereafter to Mount Vernon Cemetery 
at 12.45pm. May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace.  
 

RESCHEDULING OF 10am THURSDAY MORNING MASS. the usual 
Thursday morning mass at 10am on July 28th has been cancelled and instead there 
will be a funeral mass at 11am. Please note the slight change to our usual timetable 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK If you know of a forthcoming visit to hospital 
involving serious illness or an operation and you wish to receive the Sacrament of 
the Sick, please speak to Fr Seán and arrange to be anointed before admission.  Once 
in hospital, if you wish the Sacraments [Holy Communion, Confession, Anointing] 
please ensure that you make your wishes known to the hospital chaplaincy through 
the charge nurse on the ward.  Please do not leave your request to the last minute as 
you may not be guaranteed an immediate response.   
 

WILLING HELPERS The next day for group cleaning of the church will be 
Tuesday 26/07/2022 after the morning Mass. All help is appreciated if only for an 
hour. Cleaning is typically finished well before noon. Free tea and biscuits!! 
 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM If you wish to have your child baptised, please 
arrange an appointment with Fr. Seán either after Mass, by calling the parish office 
or sending an email to the above listed email address. Please remember that at least 
one of the child’s parents should be a practicing Catholic as should one of the chosen 
Godparents/Sponsors. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER in your prayers those who are on holiday and travelling at 
this time, especially our children and teachers at St. Mark’s Primary School who 
have just begun their summer holidays. May the Good Lord continue to watch over 
them and bless them with his care. 
. 

St. Mark’s ATTENDANCE OFFERTORY Thank you, without your 
contributions the work of 

God’s church would not be 
possible 

VIGIL N/A N/A 

SUNDAY N/A N/A 
 

St. Marks’s, Oxgangs is a parish of The Archdiocese of St Andrew’s & Edinburgh, a charity registered in Scotland - Number SC008540 
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LITURGY OF THE WORD 
First Reading: A reading from the book of Genesis [18:20-32] 
I trust my Lord will not be angry, but give me leave to speak. 
The Lord said, ‘How great an outcry there is against Sodom and Gomorrah! How grievous is 
their sin!  I propose to go down and see whether or not they have done all that is alleged in 
the outcry against them that has come up to me. I am determined to know.’  The men left 
there and went to Sodom while Abraham remained standing before the Lord.  Approaching 
him he said, ‘Are you really going to destroy the just man with the sinner?  Perhaps there are 
fifty just men in the town. Will you really overwhelm them, will you not spare the place for 
the fifty just men in it?  Do not think of doing such a thing: to kill the just man with the 
sinner, treating just and sinner alike! Do not think of it! Will the judge of the whole earth not 
administer justice?’  The Lord replied, ‘If at Sodom I find fifty just men in the town, I will 
spare the whole place because of them’.  Abraham replied, ‘I am bold indeed to speak like 
this to my Lord, I who am dust and ashes.  But perhaps the fifty just men lack five: will you 
destroy the whole city for five?’ ‘No,’ he replied ‘I will not destroy it if I find forty five just 
men there.’  Again Abraham said to him, ‘Perhaps there will only be forty there’. ‘I will not 
do it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the forty.’  Abraham said, ‘I trust my Lord will not be angry, 
but give me leave to speak: perhaps there will only be thirty there’. ‘I will not do it’ he 
replied ‘if I find thirty there.’  He said, ‘I am bold indeed to speak like this, but perhaps there 
will only be twenty there’. ‘I will not destroy it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the twenty.’  He 
said,  ‘I trust my Lord will not be angry if I speak once more: perhaps there will only be ten’.  
‘I will not destroy it’ he replied ‘for the sake of the ten.’ 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission 
 
Responsorial Psalm [Ps 137:1-3. 6-8] 
Response: On the day I called, you answered me, O Lord. 
 
I thank you, Lord, with all my heart, 
you have heard the words of my mouth. 
Before the angels I will bless you. 
I will adore before your holy temple. 
 

I thank you for your faithfulness and love 
which excel all we ever knew of you. 
On the day I called, you answered; 
you increased the strength of my soul. 
 

The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly 
and the haughty he knows from afar. 
Though I walk in the midst of affliction 
you give me life and frustrate my foes. 
 

You stretch put your hand and save me, 
your hand will do all things for me. 
Your love, O Lord, is eternal, 
discard not the work of your hands. 
 
 

 
 
 
Second Reading: A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 
[2:12-14] He has brought you to life with him, he has forgiven us all our sins. 
You have been buried with Christ, when you were baptised; and by baptism, too, 
you have been raised up with him through your belief in the power of God who 
raised him from the dead.  You were dead, because you were sinners and had not 
been circumcised: he has brought you to life with him,  he has forgiven us all our 
sins.  He has overridden the Law and cancelled every record of the debt that we had 
to pay; he has done away with it by nailing it to the cross. 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission 
 
Alleluia, alleluia 
The Word was made flesh and lived among us; 
To all who did accept him he gave power to become children of God. 
Alleluia. 
 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke [11:1-13]  
Ask, and it will be given to you. 
Once Jesus was in a certain place praying, and when he had finished one of his 
disciples said, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples’.  He said to 
them, ‘Say this when you pray: “Father, may your name be held holy, your kingdom 
come; give us each day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves 
forgive each one who is in debt to us. And do not put us to the test.” He also said to 
them, ‘Suppose one of you has a friend and goes to him in the middle of the night to 
say, “My friend, lend me three loaves, because a friend of mine on his travels has 
just arrived at my house and I have nothing to offer him”; and the man answers from 
inside the house, “Do not bother me. The door is bolted now, and my children and I  
are in bed; I cannot get up to give it you”.  I tell you, if the man does not get up and 
give it him for friendship’s sake, persistence will be enough to make him get up and 
give his friend all he wants.  ‘So I say to you: Ask, and it will be given to you; 
search, and you will find;  knock, and the door will be opened to you.  For the one 
who asks always receives; the one who searches always finds; the one who knocks 
will always have the door opened to him.  What father among you would hand his 
son a stone when he asked for bread? Or hand him a snake instead of a fish?  Or 
hand him a scorpion if he asked for an egg?  If you then, who are evil, know how to 
give your children what is good, how much more will the heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’ 
© 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman and Todd, and Doubleday and Co Inc., and used by permission 
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